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 6 
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 8 
 9 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 10 

FOR THE COUNTY OF VENTURA 11 

RICHARD H. VANE, Trustee of the Vane 

Family Trust                                Petitioner, 

                vs. 

OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT                        

Respondent 

No.  _______________ Verified Petition for 

Writ of Administrative Mandate                   

Code of Civil Procedure § 1094.5 

  12 

Petitioner respectfully represents: 13 

1. The Vane Family Trust, a revocable trust 14 

 15 

2. Respondent a Public Agency is sewer utility 16 

 17 

3. OVSD Code of Regulations § 917.5 and OVSD Resolution No. 2013-10, the Board has 18 

discretion to determine whether grounds exist to revoke the Notice of Violation.  The Board is 19 

required to hold a hearing and take evidence in its proceedings for the determination of facts. 20 

 21 

4. The final appeal of the Notice of Violation in front of the Ojai Valley District Board of 22 

Directors was held via a WebEx video conference meeting on March 28th, 2022 to receive 23 

evidence of the issue whether grounds exist for suspension or revocation of the Notice of 24 

Violation.  The Petitioner attended the hearing on March 28th, 2022.  The Petitioner received the 25 

Board’s decision on March 30th, 2022.  On the grounds that: 26 

 27 
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OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT Administrative Mandate

Respondent Code of Civil Procedure § 1094.5
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Petitioner respectfully represents: 13 

1. The Vane Family Trust, a revocable trust 14 

 15 

2. Respondent a Public Agency is sewer utility 16 

 17 

3. OVSD Code of Regulations § 917.5 and OVSD Resolution No. 2013-10, the Board has 18 

discretion to determine whether grounds exist to revoke the Notice of Violation.  The Board is 19 

required to hold a hearing and take evidence in its proceedings for the determination of facts. 20 

 21 

4. The final appeal of the Notice of Violation in front of the Ojai Valley District Board of 22 

Directors was held via a WebEx video conference meeting on March 28th, 2022 to receive 23 

evidence of the issue whether grounds exist for suspension or revocation of the Notice of 24 

Violation.  The Petitioner attended the hearing on March 28th, 2022.  The Petitioner received the 25 

Board’s decision on March 30th, 2022.  On the grounds that: 26 

 27 
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a. Affirms the General Manager's November 29, 2021 ruling that the subject NOV was justified 1 

on the basis of applicable OVSD Code of Regulation section (§301.4), the facts presented and 2 

received, and the applicable state law (Gov. Code §65852.2). 3 

 4 

b. Does not find the Appellant's arguments or grounds for appeal valid or controlling 5 

because they are based on an illogical reading and interpretation of Government Code 6 

§65852.2(f)(5) that made no sense in light of the entire ADUs and the corresponding provisions 7 

in the OVSD Code of Regulations, namely §301.4 8 

 9 

c. Finds that Appellant's arguments against the assessment of OVSD sewer system connection 10 

fees on his free-standing ADU lack factual and legal merit.  11 

 12 

d. Affirms the accuracy of the drainage fixture count on the Appellant's ADU for purposes of 13 

proportionality in sanitary sewer system fees charged. 14 

 15 

e. Finds that the Appellant's ADU places a new and additional burden on the OVSD sanitary 16 

sewer collection and treatment system while at the same time receiving the benefit of such 17 

sanitary sewer services. 18 

 19 

f. Finds that Appellant's free-standing ADU is not eligible for the exemption from OVSD sewer 20 

system connection fees as set forth in OVSD Code of Regulations section 301.4(b) and 21 

Government Code section 65852.2(f). 22 

 23 

g. Affirms the General Manager's decision to enforce collection of all applicable sanitary sewer 24 

capacity and service fees owed by the Appellant to OVSD as outlined in the General Manager's 25 

ruling in the amount of $12,653.08. 26 

 27 

h. Finds that Appellant is in arrears for the payment of OVSD connection fees in the amount of 28 

$12,653.08 and are now due and payable within 60 calendar days from the date of this letter 29 

(May 28, 2022). 30 

 31 
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The Ojai Valley Sanitary District (OVSD) Board of Directors voted 6 to 1 to:  (a) affirm the 1 

General Manager’s November 29, 2021 ruling that the subject NOV was justified on the basis of 2 

applicable law and the facts; (b) affirm the General Manager’s decision to enforce the collection 3 

of all applicable fees owed by the property owners to pay to the District capacity and sewer 4 

service fess as outlined in the General Manager’s ruling in the amount of $12,653.08; and (c) 5 

authorize the General Manager to enforce the NOV and collection of overdue sewer service fees. 6 

 7 

During the Board meeting the General Manager says:  “And I want to just sort of talk a moment 8 

about will serve letters ADUs do not require a will serve letter from the local agency, the city or 9 

the county, the county of Ventura has consistently still required ADUs, at us to come get a will 10 

serve letter from us, just so that there's some line of communication between the county and 11 

OVSD about something going on. They can't mandatory make it happen. And there's no charge 12 

for it to happen. In this case, we did we did issue a will serve. In February of 2021. Applicant 13 

came to us and said I needed a will serve. I'd like to take it to the county, we issued what we call 14 

a conditional will serve. In our review of the case, we knew it was a new adu. And so we wrote a 15 

will serve letter that says, here's your will serve will provide you sewer service. But there are 16 

going to be some fees due but we don't know what those fees are due. Because we haven't seen 17 

plans yet. And we haven't seen the final plan so we can do our final calculations on the on the 18 

final fees. So, it's a piece of paper that allows the applicant to get through the county process 19 

through to a building permit through to building permit. We actually got plans in May of 2021. 20 

So, after our ordinance 82 had been passed, we actually got plans, we then made 21 

accommodations with the property owner to then inspect the property when the unit was actually 22 

built. And that's how the process we went from will serve who plans to an inspection to a 23 

calculation of proportional fees. And all of that was in compliance with 301-4, which is our 24 

rules. And 301-4 we believe is consistent with paragraph five or inscribing new units under the 25 

state law. So, if there's if there's questions on the board and you want to revisit our ordinance as 26 

it relates to the code, we need to kind of set that in motion is a separate process to amend an 27 

ordinance. But what's before you today is really just application of that existing ordinance 82.” 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 
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I. Introduction 1 

 2 

This Petition seeks a peremptory writ of mandate, pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 1085 or, 3 

in the alternative, Code of Civil Procedure 1094.5 4 

 5 

A. History of the Ordinance 6 

The aggressive application of capacity fees by the Ojai Valley Sanitary District (OVSD) with 7 

respect to Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) built within their catchment area has caused 8 

excessive financial burden directly contrary to intent of GOV § 65852.150 and, directly contrary 9 

to ADU Law GOV § 65852.2. 10 

 11 

B.  Key Provisions Relevant to Petition 12 

GOV. § 65852.150 provides the intent of State ADU law “(b) It is the intent of the Legislature 13 

that an accessory dwelling unit ordinance adopted by a local agency has the effect of providing 14 

for the creation of accessory dwelling units and that provisions in this ordinance relating to 15 

matters including unit size, parking, fees, and other requirements, are not so arbitrary, excessive, 16 

or burdensome so as to unreasonably restrict the ability of homeowners to create accessory 17 

dwelling units in zones in which they are authorized by local ordinance.” 18 

 19 

GOV. § 65852.2 (f) provides instructions “(2) Accessory dwelling units shall not be considered 20 

by a local agency, special district, or water corporation to be a new residential use for the 21 

purposes of calculating connection fees or capacity charges for utilities, including water and 22 

sewer service. 23 

(A) For an accessory dwelling unit described in subdivision (e), a local agency, special district, 24 

or water corporation shall not require the applicant to install a new or separate utility connection 25 

directly between the accessory dwelling unit and the utility or impose a related connection fee or 26 

capacity charge. 27 

(B) For an accessory dwelling unit that is not described in subdivision (e), a local agency, 28 

special district, or water corporation may require a new or separate utility connection directly 29 

between the accessory dwelling unit and the utility.  Consistent with Section 66013 , the 30 

connection may be subject to a connection fee or capacity charge that shall be proportionate to 31 
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the burden of the proposed accessory dwelling unit, based upon either its size or the number of 1 

its plumbing fixtures, upon the water or sewer system.  This fee or charge shall not exceed the 2 

reasonable cost of providing this service.” 3 

 4 

November 23rd, 2020 Ojai Valley Sanitary District’s Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Fees and 5 

Charges – Letter of Technical Assistance sent  from the California Housing and Community 6 

Development Department, with copy to the Department of Justice reiterates said provisions in 7 

GOV. § 65852.2 (f)  “ADUs for which no separate ‘connection’ may be required and no 8 

connection fee or capacity charge may be imposed” 9 

 10 

April 26th, 2021 Ojai Valley Sanitary District’s Ordinance No. OVSD-82 incorrectly defines  11 

connections eligible for application of capacity fees.  “A physical connection between any type 12 

of piping (or any other sewage conveyance system) not owned by the District to another type of 13 

piping which is directly or indirectly connected to the District’s Sewage System.” 14 

 15 

i. 301.4 Application of Capacity Charges (OVSD-82) 16 

 17 

ii. Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Section, the District imposes one-18 

time, non-discriminatory Capacity Charges on Parcel Owners as a condition of the District 19 

permitting those Parcel Owners to establish a new sewer connection or to expand the use of an 20 

existing sewer connection. 21 

 22 

iii. Exempt ADUs. An ADU is exempt from the District's Capacity Charges if the ADU is 23 

any of the following ADUs described in 301.4(b)(1), (2), or (3) below and meets the 24 

requirements of 301.4(b)(4): 25 

 26 

1. An interior ADU that is located within an existing residential dwelling 27 

 28 

2. An ADU created by converting an existing accessory structure located on the property 29 

where the conversion does not require an expansion of the existing accessory structure of more 30 

than 150 square feet; or 31 
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 1 

3. A junior ADU, as defined in Section 101.1O of this Code and in Government Code§ 2 

65852.22(h)(1); and 3 

 4 

4. The ADU has exterior access and adequate setbacks sufficient for fire and safety as set 5 

forth in Government Code §65852.2(e)(1 )(A). 6 

 7 

iv. ADUs Subject to Proportional Capacity Charges and Connection Fees. 8 

 9 

An ADU is subject to the District's Capacity Charges set forth herein if it does not meet the 10 

exempt conditions in 301.4(b) above. If the ADU is subject to the District's connection fees, the 11 

District shall impose a connection fee on the ADU proportional to the ADU's burden on the 12 

District's wastewater system. The ADU Connection Fee shall be calculated by counting the 13 

number of drainage fixture units (DFUs) in the proposed ADU and dividing the number of 14 

counted DFUs in the proposed ADU by the District's applicable Capacity Unit for a Single 15 

Dwelling Unit (25 DFUs) and multiply this ratio by the District's current capacity charge and 16 

connection fee. 17 

 18 

OVSD-82 further states: WHEREAS, the District takes this action regarding ADUs to amend its 19 

Code of regulations with the knowledge that certain provisions within Government Code 20 

§§65852.2 and 65852.22 impose an unfunded state mandate upon the District that may be in 21 

conflict with California Constitution Articles XIIIC and XIIID  22 

 23 

OVSD-82 100.11 Conflict with State Codes 24 

 25 

Any provision of this Code in conflict with any provision of the governing codes of the State of 26 

California due to revisions made in such governing codes shall be automatically superseded by 27 

said revisions. 28 

 29 
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California ADU law clearly exempts homeowners like the Petitioner, that make a simple short 1 

sewer connection from an ADU to an existing lateral on their own private property, from being 2 

charged any connection or capacity fees by the OVSD 3 

 4 

The Board’s decision and order are invalid for the following reasons. 5 

 6 

a. Petitioner supplied the Respondent with an application for sewer service on February 1st, 7 

2021, with no payment or promise of payment, and believing no payment should be made as per 8 

State ADU Law, and a Letter of Technical Assistance sent to the Respondent from the California 9 

Department of Housing and Community Development, with copy to the Department of Justice, 10 

dated 11/23/20.  The Respondent then supplied the Petitioner with a will-serve letter on February 11 

1st, 2021 enabling the Petitioner to obtain a building permit from the Ventura County Building 12 

and Safety Department.  The will-server letter clearly stated: “The above representations are 13 

based on review of application submitted by the owner. Upon completion of construction and 14 

inspection by the District, additional fees may be assessed if actual unit count is higher than 15 

indicated in the proposed plan.”  The Respondent received Invoice No. 82-30-2021 from the 16 

Respondent on June 23rd, 2021 requesting a payment of $12,632.08 to be paid by July 23rd, 17 

2021.  The dwelling was completed just as stated in the application with no change of unit count.  18 

Therefore, no additional fees may be assessed. 19 

 20 

b. Petitioner received a will-serve letter on February 1st, 2020, with no payment or promise 21 

to pay to the Respondent and believing no payment should be made as per State ADU Law, and 22 

a Letter of Technical Assistance sent to the Respondent from the California Department of 23 

Housing and Community Development, with copy to the Department of Justice, dated 11/23/20. 24 

The will-serve letter allowed the Petitioner to obtain a building permit and begin construction of 25 

an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU).  With the building permit, the Petitioner began the process 26 

of completing the project, spending time and money in this effort.  The Respondent wrote a new 27 

ordinance in their bylaws that spelled out how capacity fees should be assessed on ADUs 28 

connecting to their sewer system on April 26th, 2021 almost 3 months after providing the 29 

Petitioner with a will-serve letter.  On June 6th, 2021 the Petitioner received an invoice from the 30 

Respondent requesting a retroactive payment in the amount of $12,653.08.  This is type of billing 31 
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is prohibited as per California Supreme Court decision on vested rights in the 1972 “Avco” 1 

decision.  When the Respondent supplied the Petitioner with a will serve letter the right to 2 

complete the project was vested.  The Petitioner completed the ADU project incurring substantial 3 

liabilities in reliance on the Respondent’s will serve letter that was provided without payment or 4 

promise of payment – all before the effective date of the Respondent’s OVSD-82 ordinance 5 

setting forth a new payment scheme. 6 

 7 

c. Respondent’s invoice of June 6th, 2021 sent to the Petitioner, requesting the payment of 8 

$12,563.08 is based on a flawed interpretation of State ADU Law.  The Respondents OVSD-82 9 

ordinance defines connection as: “a physical connection between any type of piping (or any 10 

sewage conveyance system not owned by the District) to another type of piping which is directly 11 

or indirectly connected to the District Sewage System.”  California Gov. §65852.2 (f) reads: “For 12 

an accessory dwelling unit that is not described in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of 13 

subdivision (e), a local agency, special district, or water corporation may require a new or 14 

separate utility connection directly between the accessory dwelling unit and the utility.”  The 15 

State requires a mandated direct connection between the ADU and utility.  The opinion of the 16 

Petitioner is re-enforced by a Letter of Technical Assistance sent to the Respondent, with copy to 17 

the California Department of Justice on November 23rd, 2020.  This letter reads: “ADUs for 18 

which no separate “connection’ may be required and no connection fee of capacity charge me be 19 

imposed” The Respondent did not require Petitioner to make a direct connection to their utility 20 

which is about 100 feet away and in the middle of a public street.  The Petitioner’s connection to 21 

the lateral is only about 10 feet away from the ADU.  No direct connection to the District’s 22 

utility is made.  This render’s the ADU exempt from ‘capacity fees’ as per State Law. 23 

 24 

B. Authenticity of Exhibits 25 

The exhibits accompanying this Petition are true and correct copies of the original documents 26 

they purport to be. All exhibits are incorporated herein by reference as if fully set forth in this 27 

Petition. 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 
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5. PARTIES 1 

 2 

1. Petitioner RICHARD H. VANE is a Co-Trustee of the Vane Family Trust, Dated April 28th, 3 

2003, which holds sole and separate property title to 30 La Cumbra Street in Oak View, CA  4 

93022. 5 

 6 

2. Respondent Ojai Valley Sanitary District, A Public Agency, 1072 Tico Road, Ojai California, 7 

93023 8 

 9 

6. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 10 

 11 

 This court has jurisdiction under Code of Civil Procedure Sections 1085 and/or 12 

1094.5. Venue is proper in the County of Ventura, in that Respondents reside in, and the acts and 13 

omissions complained of herein occurred in, Ventura County. See Code Civ. Proc. Section 393, 14 

394(a). 15 

 16 

VI. STATEMENT OF FACTS 17 

 18 

On January 28th, 2019 OVSD Board of Directors Meeting states there will be no charges for 19 

ADUs 20 

 21 

On July 1, 2019, OVSD publishes a new fee schedule charging all ADUs $16,498.82 22 

 23 

On January 2, 2020 Petitioner contacted the OVSD to request a will-serve letter as required by 24 

Ventura County Building and Safety Department prior to them providing a building permit.  25 

Petitioner consulted ADU State Law and determined that the application of these fees in the case 26 

of an indirect connection to the District utility were prohibited under SB-13, Accessory Dwelling 27 

Units – § 65852.2 28 

 29 

January 7, 2020 Petitioner responded via email to Respondent with reference to applicable State 30 

code. 31 
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 1 

Year 2020, multiple contacts to California Housing and Community Development Department. 2 

(Greg Nickless 916-274-6244) 3 

 4 

July 17, 2020 Petitioner sent Application for Sewer Service to the Respondent with plans 5 

showing indirect connection to the District utility. 6 

 7 

November 23, 2020, California Housing and Community Development Department sends a 8 

Letter of Technical Assistance to the Respondent informing them “The District’s regulations and 9 

current fee structure is not legally sound, subjects the District to significant legal risk, is serving 10 

a significant impediment to housing in this current housing crisis, and must be modified to 11 

confirm to statute.” 12 

 13 

February 1, 2021 Petitioner submitted plans again to the Respondent, still showing no direct 14 

connection to their utility.  Respondent provided Petitioner with a will-serve letter at no direct 15 

cost, with possible fees to be assessed if actual unit count is higher than indicated in the proposed 16 

plan. 17 

 18 

February 24, 2021 Respondent inspected Petitioners private lateral sewer line. 19 

 20 

February 25, 2021 Respondent served Petitioner with a ‘Repair/Replacement of Lateral 21 

Required’ letter mandating the replacement of private lateral sewer line on Petitioner’s property. 22 

 23 

March 30, 2021 Respondent forwarded 118 page proposed new ordinance OVSD-82 to the 24 

California Housing and Community Development Department with changes to their treatment of 25 

ADUs.  Page 24 of the document explains that an ‘indirect connection’ to the Respondents utility 26 

is a valid connection to enable them to charge capacity fees. 27 

 28 

April 12, 2021 Petitioner completes replacement of private lateral line as mandated by the 29 

Respondent at a cost of $5,700. 30 

 31 
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April 26, 2021 Respondent passes ordinance OVSD-82, no longer charging the set amount of 1 

$16,498.82 for select ADUs, but instead charging proportional capacity fees based on the 2 

number of  DFUs (Drainage Fixture Units) against an baseline of 25.  If an ADU is not replacing 3 

an existing registered structure, no matter how it’s connected to Respondent’s utility, the 4 

homeowner be charged capacity fees as a percentage of 25 DFUs set at $640.95 per DFU.  (e.g. 5 

11 DFUs in an ADU will cost $12,178.08 in capacity fees plus $475.00 in administrative fees to 6 

the homeowner instead of $16,498.82 previously) 7 

 8 

April 2021, Petitioner’s ADU sewer line is connected to the private sewer lateral line on 9 

Petitioner property at a distance of approximately 10 feet away from the ADU, and 100 feet from 10 

the Respondent’s utility. 11 

 12 

May 24, 2021 Respondent entered Petitioner’s ADU, and counted DFUs.  Petitioner questioned 13 

Respondent why this was necessary, and Respondent answered that it would be used to calculate 14 

capacity fees.  Petitioner objected. 15 

 16 

June 6, 2021 Petitioner received a new invoice from the Respondent requesting a payment of 17 

$12,653.08 18 

 19 

August 24, 2021 Petitioner received a Notice of Violation from the Respondent for unpermitted 20 

connection to the District sewer system and non-payment of fees. 21 

 22 

November 8, 2021 Petitioner was notified of an administrative review hearing with the General 23 

Manager. 24 

 25 

November 22, 2021 Petitioner attended Respondents General Manager Notice of Violation 26 

Appeal Hearing. 27 

 28 

November 29, 2021 Petitioner received Appeal Determination letter via email from Respondent. 29 

 30 

December 8, 2021 Petitioner’s appeal is forwarded to the Respondent’s Board of Directors. 31 
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 1 

March 28, 2022 Petitioner attended scheduled Appeal Hearing in front on the Respondent’s 2 

Board of Directors.  Respondent’s General Manager confesses that State Law was ignored in 3 

making the determination of the appeal, only relying on the Respondent’s own OVSD-82 4 

ordinances. 5 

 6 

March 30, 2022 Petitioner received the Final Notice of Appeal from the Respondents Board of 7 

Directors.  8 

 9 

VI. THIS COURT SHOULD GRANT PETITIONERS TEMPORARY, 10 

PRELIMINARY, AND PERMANENT INJUCTIVE RELIEF 11 

 12 

The Petitioner will suffer considerable monetary damage as a result of the Respondent’s failure 13 

to comply with California State ADU laws.   14 

Petitioner is entitled to temporary, preliminary, and permanent injunctive relief requiring the 15 

Respondents to comply with their legal duties as alleged in this petition. 16 

 17 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 18 

 19 

WHEREFORE, The Petitioner prays that:  20 

A writ of mandate issue under the seal of this Court commanding the Respondents to comply 21 

with GOV. § 65852.2 (f) and vacate the Notice of Violation against the Petitioner. 22 

 23 

Petitioner requests the issuance of temporary, preliminary, and permanent injunctions to prevent 24 

the Respondents from taking any further actions against the Petitioner with respect to collecting 25 

any fees with respect to the connection of the Petitioner’s ADU connection to the Respondent’s 26 

utility. 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 
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WHEREFORE, Petitioners pray that:

Is

2

3.

4

A writ of mandate issue underthe seal of this Court commanding Respondents to....
For attorneys’ fees and litigation expenses (CCP Section 1021.5;

For costs incurred by this proceeding; and

For such other and further relief as the court may deem just and proper.

VERIFICATION

I, Richard H. Vane, am a Petitioner in the above-entitled action. I have read the foregoing

complaint and know the contents thereof. The same is true ofmy own knowledge, exceptas to

those matters which are therein alleged on information and belief, and as to those matters, I

believe it to be true. I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California
that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: July 1, 2022

Richard Vane

Trustee of Vane Family Trust
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Exhibit H  210824 Notice of Violation NOV 8 
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OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWW.0jaisan.org

March 30, 2022

Via Certified, First-Class Mail, Return Receipt Requested

Richard Vane, Trustee
The Vane Family Trust
30 La Cumbra Street
Oak View, CA 93022

Subject: Notice of Determination; Appeal to the Board of Directors of Ojai Valley
Sanitary District (“OVSD") Notice of Violation (‘NOV") No. 2021-0410; 30
La Cumbra Street, Oak View, CA 93022 (APN 033-0-190-075); Richard
Vane (“Appellant”)

Dear Mr. Vane:

This letter constitutes the Notice of Determination of the OVSD Board of Directors
pursuant to OVSD Code of Regulations § 917.5 and OVSD Resolution No. 2013-10", §5
(Basis of Ruling) following the March 28, 2022, public hearing before the OVSD Board of
Directors on the above-referenced appeal.

Public Hearing Summary

At the duly noticed March 28, 2022, public hearing, the OVSD Board of Directors
held an administrative appeal hearing of your December 8, 2021, appeal of the OVSD
General Manager's November 22, 2021, decision to uphold the NOV issued to you for
failure to pay sanitary sewer connection and capacity fees for a standalone or free-stand-
ing Accessory Dwelling Unit (“ADU”) you constructed on the subject property. OVSD
Board of Directors was heard in accordance with OVSD Code of Regulations § 917.3 and
OVSD Resolution No. 2013-10, §3 (Conduct of Hearing).

Specifically, the OVSD GM briefly described the alleged violation and reviewed
OVSD Code of Regulation §301.4 and OVSD Ordinance No. 82 which formed the regula-
tory basis for the subject NOV. The OVSD GM also discussed the Board letter and at-
tached exhibits for this appeal hearing and Government Code §65852.2, subdivisions (e)

! Ojai Valley Sanitary District Administrative Hearing Procedures and Rules Governing Property Owner
“Requests For Reconsideration of Ruling on Notice of Violation” Pursuant to Chapter 10, Section 1008 of
the District Code of Regulations



and (f), which are most relevant to this matter. The Appellant's written testimony and
arguments in favor of its appeal were included in the Board letter and attachments.

Next, you and your legal representative, Nicolas D'Amico, were provided an op-
portunity to present oral and written testimony, argument, and evidence to support your
various grounds of appeal and your request to rescind the subject NOV. You were given
an opportunity to rebut any arguments or statements made by the OVSD General Man-
ager. You and Mr. D'Amico presented your case given these opportunities to do so. The
OVSD Board did not place any time limits on your appellate presentation, nor did they limit
your ability to respond to questions they had for you and Mr. D'Amico.

Both you and Mr. D'Amico as well as the OVSD General Manager were asked
questions by the members of the Board of Directors. Both you and Mr. D'Amico were
permitted to make final comments/arguments as was the OVSD General Manager before
the public hearing was closed and the Board of Directors began their deliberations.

Basis for Ruling

Having received and considered such written evidence and oral testimony at the
public hearing, the OVSD Board of Directors makes the following findings, affirmations,
and determinations:

1. Affirms the General Manager's November 29, 2021 ruling that the subject
NOV was justified on the basis of applicable OVSD Code of Regulation sec-
tion (§301.4), the facts presented and received, and the applicable state law
(Gov. Code §65852.2).

2. Does not find the Appellant's arguments or grounds for appeal valid or con-
trolling because they are based on an illogical reading and interpretation of
Government Code §65852.2(f)(5) that made no sense in light of the entire
code section on ADUs and the corresponding provisions in the OVSD Code
of Regulations, namely §301.4.\

3. Finds that Appellant's arguments against the assessment of OVSD sewer
system connection fees on his free-standing ADU lack factual and legal merit.

4. Affirms the accuracy of the drainage fixture count on the Appellant's ADU for
purposes of proportionality in sanitary sewer system fees charged.

5. Finds that the Appellant's ADU places a new and additional burden on the
OVSD sanitary sewer collection and treatment system while at the same time
receiving the benefit of such sanitary sewer services.

6. Finds that Appellant's free-standing ADU is noteligible for the exemption
from OVSD sewer system connection fees as set forth in OVSD Code of
Regulations section 301.4(b) and Government Code section 65852.2(f).

7. Affirms the General Manager's decision to enforce collection of all applicable
sanitary sewer capacity and service fees owed by the Appellant to OVSD as
outlined in the General Manager's ruling in the amount of $12,653.08.



8. Finds that Appellant is in arrears for the payment of OVSD connection fees in
the amount of $12,653.08 and are now due and payable within 60 calendar
days from the date ofthis letter (May 28, 2022).2

Notice of Decision

Based on the foregoing findings, affirmations, and determinations, the OVSD
Board of Directors voted 6 to 1 (Ulrich) in favor of Option 1 as stated in the March
28, 2022, Agenda Packet at page 89. More specifically, the Board adopted Op-
tion 1 to: “(a) affirm the General Manager's November 29, 2021 ruling that the
subject NOV was justified on the basis of applicable law and the facts; (b) affirm
the General Manager's decision to enforce collection of all applicable fees owed
by the property owners to pay to the District capacity and sewer service fees as
outlined in the General Manager's ruling in the amount of $12,653.08; and (c) au-
thorize General Manager to enforce the NOV and collection of overdue sewer
service fees.”

Further Notice

Appellant is hereby notified that the Board's ruling on this matter is final in ac-
cordance with OVSD Code of Regulations §917.3.7. And in accordance with
OVSD Code of Regulations §917.6.1, Appellant may seek judicial review of this
Board decision as set forth in California Code of Civil Procedure §1094.6.

On behalf of the OVSD Board of Directors,

SZlieStephen L. Quilici
Chairman, Board of Directors

CC: Nicolas D'Amico via certified mail return receipt

* The District offers several payment options for the balance due. Please contact the District to discuss the
options available if you wantto pursue this accommodation. Your payment option will need to be finalized,
including execution of any financing documents, if elected, no later than May 28, 2022.



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 • FAX (805) 640-0842

www.oiaisan.org

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT

The Regular Meeting of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors was held at
the District Office, 1072 Tico Road on January 28, 2019. The meeting was called to or
der by Chairman Stone at 6:00 p.m. and roll call taken as follows:

DIRECTORS PRESENT:

DIRECTORS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT:

OTHERS PRESENT:

3. Pledge of Allegiance

Russ Baggerly
William Ulrich
John R. (Randy) Burg
John R. (Jack) Curtis
William M. Stone
Stephen L. Quilici

Peter M. Kaiser

Jeff Palmer, General Manager
Brenda Krout, Clerk of the Board

Robert N. Kwong, District Legal Counsel

Chairman Stone led the pledge of allegiance.

4. Additions or amendments to the Agenda

None

5. Public Concerns (items not on the agenda - three-minute limit). This is an op
portunity for members of the public to speak on items not on the agenda.

None

r7~,v1 b—I
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OVSD - Minutes
January28, 2019
Page 2

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

6. Ado tion of Pro osed Ordinance No. OVSD-80 — Amendment of Cha ters
1 & 3 of the O~ai Valle Sanita District Code of Re ulations To Accom
modate The Recent Accessor Dwellin Unit Based On Chan es To State
LawS Second Readin Pursuant to Government Code 36934

Chairman Stone asked Mrs. Krout to conduct the second reading, pursuant to
Government Code §36934, by title only, of Ordinance No. OVSD-80 — Amend
ment of Chapters 1 & 3 of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code of Regulations
To Accommodate The Recent Accessory Dwelling Unit Based On Changes To
State Law. Mrs. Krout conducted the second reading.

Chairman Stone opened the public hearing for proposed Ordinance No. OVSD
80, at 6:02 p.m.

Mrs. Krout, Clerk of the Board reported that no written communication from the
public was received regarding the adoption of this Ordinance.

Chairman Stone asked for public comment; no public comment was received.

Chairman Stone declared the public hearing closed at 6:03 p.m.

The Board reviewed and discussed the proposed ordinance. Mr. Palmer and
Mr. Kwong responded to questions from the Board regarding the relationship of
the proposed ordinance to the State laws addressing Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADU5).

Mr. Palmer explained that the proposed ordinance mirrors the State law regard
ing ADU5 but it is up to the City of Ojai and the County of Ventura to determine
which units qualify as an ADU; each of these jurisdictions have different defini
tions and requirements to qualify as an ADU. Mr. Palmer explained that any
units deemed by the City or County as an ADU will be processed as an ADU by
the District, thereby no capacity fees will be charged to units deemed ADUs.

The differences between the City and County’s rules governing ADUs were dis
cussed.

ACTION

Upon motion of Director Baggerly, seconded by Director Burg and passed by a
majority 4 to 2 roIl call vote, with Directors Quilici and Ulrich voting nay, Ordi
nance No. OVSD-80, Amendment of Chapters 1 & 3 of The Ojai Valley Sani
tary District Code of Regulations To Accommodate The Recent Accessory
Dwelling Unit Based on Changes To State law as a project was found to be
statutorily exempt from CEQA environmental review in accordance with CEQA
Guidelines (14 Calif. Code of Regs.) Section 15273 and the District’s Adminis

\\OVSD-ARCHIVE1\My Documents\Board Mtgs\201 9\O1 -28-201 9\Minutes.docx
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OVSD - Minutes
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trative Supplement to The State CEQA Guidelines; and District staff was di
rected to file a Notice of Exemption in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Sec
tion 15062; and Ordinance No. OVSD-80 was approved and adopted, with the
provisions of the Ordinance taking effect and becoming enforceable on Febru
ary 8, 2019.

CONSENT ITEMS: - All consent items are considered in a single motion and voted on
without discussion. Any item removed from the consent list at the request of a Board
member or the public will be considered immediately following approval of the remaining
consent items.

Mrs. Krout announced a correction on page 3, item no. 10 of the minutes of the
December 17, 2018 Special Meeting, the motion was seconded by Director
Burg not Director Curtis.

ACTION

Upon motion of Director Burg, seconded by Director Baggerly and passed by
unanimous roll call vote Item Nos. 7 & 8 on the consent calendar were ap
proved as submitted.

7. A royal of Minutes — Special Meeting December 17, 2018 (a recording of
each meeting is retained at the District Office for a minimum of 4 years)

8. Review of Disbursements/Checks For The Period of December 12, 2018 to
Janua 17 2019

Review, receive and file the disbursements/checks as presented.

ACTION ITEMS:

9. Annual Investment Polic — Resolution No. 201 9-01

Mr. Palmer reported that preparation for the conversion of the management of
the District’s investments from Morgan Stanley to PFM Asset Management,
LLC has started and should occur on February 1, 2019. Following the conver
sion PFM will be reviewing the District’s investment policy to ensure that it
meets all applicable laws, any recommended changes will be brought back to
the Board for approval.

ACTION

Upon motion of Director Baggerly, seconded by Director Curtis and passed by
unanimous roll call vote Resolution No. 2019-01, Resolution of the Board of Di
rectors of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Stating the Investment Policy For Dis
trict Funds was adopted.

\\OVSD-ARCHIVE1\My Documents\Board Mtgs\201 9\O1 01 9\Minutes.docx
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10. Fiscal Years 201 9-2020 & 2020-2021 Bud et Pre aration Schedule

The proposed budget preparation schedule for fiscal years 2019/20 and
2020/2 1 was reviewed.

ACTION

Upon motion of Director Baggerly, seconded by Director Curtis and duly
passed the budget schedule was adopted as presented and Wednesday April
24th was set as the date for a Special Meeting to conduct a budget study ses
sion; and Monday April 29th was set as the date to conduct a Special Meeting
for the adoption of the Final Budget; and staff was directed to cancel the regu
larly scheduled Board Meeting in May scheduled for May 27th; and Monday
May 20, 2019 was set as the date to hold a Special Meeting to conduct regular
District business for the month of May; and staff was directed to cancel the reg
ularly scheduled Board Meeting in June scheduled for June 24th; and Monday
June 17, 2019 was set as the date to hold a Special Meeting to conduct regular
District business for the month of June and a 218 Hearing.

11. A ointment of Board Committees & Re resentatives

In accordance with the Board’s Bylaws the election of officers of the Board for
the ensuing calendar year took place at the December 17, 2018 meeting. The
officers of the Board for calendar year 2019 are as follows:

William M. Stone Chairman
Peter M. Kaiser Vice-Chairman
Stephen L. Quilici Secretary
John R. (Jack) Curtis Assistant Secretary

Article Xl of the Bylaws establishes the parameters for Board Committees; the
Chairperson of the Board appoints Directors to serve on 4 of the 5 standing
committees.

Chairman Stone announced his appointments of individual Directors to serve
on the Board’s established Committees and as the Board’s representative to
boards, committees and agencies outside the District for calendar year 2019.

STANDING COMMlT~EES

EXECUTIVE BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL STONE
BOARD VICE CHAIRMAN PETE KAISER
BOARD SECRETARY STEVE QUILICI

OVSD-ARCHIVE1\My Documents Board Mtgs\201 9\O1 -28~1 9\Minutes.docx
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A ointments U dated as of Januar 28 2019

ORDINANCE/PUBLIC RELATIONS! RUSS BAGGERLY
NEWSLETTER! BILL STONE
WEBPAGE JACK CURTIS

PERSONNEL BILL ULRICH
BILL STONE
STEVE QUILICI

FINANCE RANDY BURG
PETE KAISER
JACK CURTIS

CEQA REVIEW/ENVIRONMENTAL RUSS BAGGERLY
RANDY BURG
PETE KAISER

BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
A ointments as of Januar 28 2019

VENTURA COUNTY SPECIAL PETE KAISER
DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION Alternate JACK CURTIS

CSRMA BOARD REPRESENTATIVE BRENDA KROUT
Alternate JEFF PALMER

LAFCO ADVISORY JACK CURTIS
Alternate RANDY BURG

SPECIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE JACK CURTIS
RE: VRSD REPRESENTATION Alternate BILL ULRICH

INFORMATION ITEMS - FOR RECEIPT & FILE

12. O~ai VaIle Se tic S stem Issues

Mr. Palmer reviewed the issues and history of septic systems in the Ojai Valley.

“-5-
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13. Annual Connection Char e Reserve Re oil

Received and filed.

14. 2018 Election Results — LAFCO S ecial District Re ular Member & Alter
nate Member

Received and filed.

15. Monthl Financial Re oils

Received and filed.

16. Monthl Investment Re oil

Received and filed.

Staff Re oils - 0 erations Administration and Mana ement of the Dis
trict

Received and filed.

18. Committee Re oils

• Ordinance/Public Relations/Newsletter Committee — Jan. 15, 2019

Received and filed.

19. Director Reports On Meetings, Seminars, or Conferences Attended

None

20. Items of I nterestlCorres ondence/Articles

Received and filed.

21. Board Member & General Manager Comment

a. Board Member Comments

None

6-~
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b. General Manager Comments

Mr. Palmer updated the Board on various issues including the following:

• Operations came through the recent rain storm very well; the Ven
tura River reached flood stage at Foster Park; the flow into the plant
was 2.2 mgd, which is well within the ability of the plant to handle;
the plant crew went to 12 hour shifts for 4 days, there were no is
sues or discharge violations.

• A water leak was found at the plant; a hole in a cast-iron pipe was
discovered and repaired; but the plant is 25 yrs. old so these types
of failures can be expected.

• Blue concrete was found in the sewer mainline in the 500 block of
Pleasant Street in the City of Ojai; the CCTV camera hit the con
crete that filled half of the pipe; the concrete consisted of fine sand
which is similar to the make up of grout; the collection system crew
have made headway removing this from the pipe and are trying to
find which house it originated from.

22. Adjournment

Chairman Stone adjourned the meeting at 7:28 p.m.

Stephen L. Quilici, Secretary

APPROVED:

William M. Stone, Chairman

\\OVSD-ARCHIVE1\My Documents\Board Mtgs~O1 9\O1 -28-201 9\Minutes.docx —
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MATTHEW GELFAND, COUNSEL 
MATT@CAFORHOMES.ORG 

TEL: (213) 739-8206 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 December 17, 2020  

 
Robert N. Kwong, Esq. 
District Legal Counsel, Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
Arnold LaRochelle Mathews VanConas & Zirbel, LLP 
300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 2100 
Oxnard, CA 93036 
Email: rkwong@atozlaw.com 
 

RE: Unlawful connection fees for accessory dwelling units 

Dear Mr. Kwong: 

Californians for Homeownership is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization devoted to using 
impact litigation to address California’s housing crisis.  I am writing as part of our work monitoring 
local agency compliance with California’s laws regarding accessory dwelling units (ADUs). 

We recently became aware that the District is charging unlawful connection fees in 
connection with the development of ADUs.  Specifically, the District is charging ADUs (other 
than interior conversions) the ordinary connection fees that it would charge for a new residential 
use.  Instead, “[a]n accessory dwelling unit shall not be considered by a local agency, special 
district, or water corporation to be a new residential use for purposes of calculating connection 
fees or capacity charges,” and these ADUs much be charged (at most) a fee “proportionate to the 
burden of the proposed accessory dwelling unit, based upon either its square feet or the number of 
its drainage fixture unit (DFU) values.”  Gov. Code § 65852.2(f).   

If the District does not immediately discontinue this practice, we intend to sue the District 
on behalf of the important public interest in the creation of new housing in the region.  We have 
public interest standing to sue the District in a writ action. Save the Plastic Bag Coal. v. City of 
Manhattan Beach, 52 Cal. 4th 155 (2011).  For the same reason, if we sue the District, we expect 
to be able to recover our attorneys’ fees under Code of Civil Procedure Section 1021.5. 

The District’s obligations under state ADU law are explained in detail in the November 23, 
2020 letter (attached here) from Shannan West, Land Use & Planning Unit Chief at the state 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  HCD has authority to interpret and 
enforce the state ADU laws.  Gov. Code §§ 65852.2(h), (i).  If we are forced to litigate against the 
District, the District will be stuck explaining to a court why it should ignore the plain language of 
state law, as well as HCD’s interpretation. 

I am aware of your prior statements about the conflict between state ADU law and 
California’s constitutional and statutory rules for fair apportionment of utility costs.  Your remarks 
vastly overcomplicated the issue.  The Legislature has simply added the development of an ADU, 
without paying traditional residential connection fees, to the bundle of rights possessed by every 
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homeowner in the state.  Because every homeowner is equally entitled to develop such an ADU 
without paying capacity charges, there is no unfairness.  The fact that some homeowners choose 
not to avail themselves of this right does not make it unfair for those homeowners to pay the same 
capacity charge as those who choose to do so.   

Nor is the District required to achieve perfect fairness in its fee structure.  The District does 
not, for example, conduct a detailed analysis to determine the exact expected occupancy level of a 
home to determine the fair fee it can charge; it simply charges a flat fee for each new residential 
use.  It is no more unfair to exempt ADUs from paying new fees than it is to charge the same fee 
for a home that will be occupied by two residents as a home that will be occupied by six.  Under 
state law, an ADU is simply not a new residence; it is an accessory use that expands the occupancy 
of a residence through an attached or detached structure. 

If the District’s capacity charges are insufficient to account for the fact that homeowners 
can now build ADUs alongside their primary dwellings, the District should adjust the capacity 
charges for each new primary residential connection, not attempt to charge for primary connections 
a second time in violation of state law.  And, of course, the District remains free to charge monthly 
or annual usage fees to account for the cost of an ADU’s actual use of the District’s system. 

At the December 17, 2018 meeting of the District’s Board of Directors, you told the Board 
that “most sanitation districts in the State are not changing their regulations in response to the new 
State ADU laws; they are waiting for a court action to occur to reconcile the conflict between these 
and other State laws.”  That is not remotely true.  We have discussed these laws with around 150 
local agencies over the last year, and never—not once—has any other agency expressed concerns 
about the legal conflict you described in that meeting.  The District is way out on a limb. 

Time is of the essence.  The public record reflects that the District has known about these 
laws for years, and has been under investigation by HCD for months, but is continuing to charge 
unlawful fees today.  Homeowners in the District have waited far too long for the District to come 
into compliance with state ADU law, and the District has taken advantage of their limited legal 
and financial resources to overcharge them.  We demand that you respond to this letter by 
December 21, 2020 confirming that the District will discontinue applying any capacity charge to 
any ADU until it has developed a method for charging a legally permissible fee and confirmed the 
validity of that method with HCD.   

If we do not hear from you, we will begin preparing for litigation.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please do not hesitate to give me a call at (213) 739-8206. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Matthew Gelfand 
 
cc: Jeff Palmer, General Manager (by email to jeff.palmer@ojaisan.org) 
 Alison Young, Administrative Officer (by email to alison.young@ojaisan.org) 
 Richard Nack, Operations Manager (by email to rick.nack@ojaisan.org) 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES AND HOUSING AGENCY            GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
2020 W. El Camino Avenue, Suite 500 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
(916) 263-2911 / FAX (916) 263-7453 
www.hcd.ca.gov 

 
 
November 23, 2020 
 
 
Jeff Palmer  
General Manager 
Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
1072 Tico Road 
Ojai, CA 93023 
 
Dear Jeff Palmer: 
 
RE: Ojai Valley Sanitary District’s Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Fees and 
Charges – Letter of Technical Assistance 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide technical assistance to the Ojai Valley 
Sanitary District (OVSD or District) regarding the development of legally permissible 
connection fees and capacity charges as applied to accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs) under the State ADU Law (Gov. Code, §§ 65852.2, 65852.22.) during the 
current housing crisis. The California Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) appreciates that the changes in the law are complicated and 
have been evolving quickly in recent years. HCD hopes that the following technical 
assistance is useful to the District and assists OVSD in expeditiously bringing its 
practices and regulations into compliance with state law.  
 
Most of the mandates contained in State ADU Law apply to local agencies (cities, 
counties, or cities and counties) rather than districts (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. 
(j)(5).) There are key provisions of State ADU Law that apply to districts, however. 
These sections delineate the permissible connection fees or capacity charges for a 
new ADU. State ADU Law places significant limits on two kinds of fees: (1) impact 
fees and (2) connection fees and capacity charges. OVSD’s regulations and 
practices appear to exceed the limitations on the latter. These fees are prohibited in 
some cases and limited in others. 
 
ADUs for which no separate “connection” may be required and no connection 
fee or capacity charge may be imposed 
 
ADUs constructed entirely within an existing single family home or other accessory 
structure that satisfies the requirements of Government Code section 65852.2, 
subdivision (e), are exempt from any requirement to install a new or separate sewer 
connection; they are also exempt from connection fee or capacity charge (Gov. 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/
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Code, § 65852.2, subds. (e)(1)(A) and (f)(4). See also HCD’s ADU Handbook1 
September 2020, at pp. 13-14.) OVSD’s regulations appear to acknowledge these 
mandates under state law (District Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, s. 301.4.).  
 
ADUs for which a “connection” or “capacity” fee may be charged 
 
ADUs that are not described in Government Code section 65852.2, subdivision (e), 
may be subject to a new utility connection directly between the ADU and the utility. 
If such a connection is mandated, then a fee or charges may be imposed but shall 
not exceed the estimated reasonable cost of providing the service for which the fee 
or charge is imposed. (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f)(5) and Gov. Code, § 
66013.) State ADU Law places two important restrictions on the imposition of such 
fees or charges: 

(1) State ADU Law expressly prohibits local agencies, special districts, and 
water corporations from considering ADUs as a new residential use for the 
purposes of calculating connection fees or capacity charges for utilities, 
including water and sewer services. (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f).)  

(2) State ADU Law prescribes in detail the method by which the fees may be 
calculated and assessed. Such fees may be assessed only proportionate to 
the burden of the ADU based upon its “square feet or the number of its 
drainage fixture unit (DFU) values.” (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f)(5).)  

The effect of these two provisions is that the District may not treat an ADU the 
same as it would a single-family home and charge the same fee. In this context, 
“proportionate” is to be determined in comparison to a similar fee for a single-family 
dwelling (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f)(5); HCD’s Accessory Dwelling Unit 
Handbook September 2020, at pp. 13-14.). Thus, for example, using a square-foot 
approach, a capacity fee for a 1,000 square foot ADU would be expected to be 
about half of the capacity fee for a 2,000 square foot single family home. Likewise, 
using a drainage-fixture approach, an ADU with 10 drainage fixtures would be 
charged about one-third of the capacity fee of a single-family home with 30 
drainage fixtures. (See HCD’s ADU Handbook September 2020, at pp. 13-14.) 
 
The District’s regulations do not comply with these requirements and thus appear to 
be impermissible. While the District’s regulations apply a drainage-fixture approach 
for commercial uses, they treat all residential uses equally. (Compare, for instance, 
District Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, s. 301.12.1 with s. 301.12.2.) This is true 
for Treatment Plant Capacity Charges (s. 301.11.1), for Truck Sewer Capacity 
Charges (s. 301.12.1), and Local Sewer Capacity Charges (s. 301.13.1).  
There is no suggestion in the regulations that fees or charges are based on the 
proportionate burden based on either square feet or drainage feature units for 

 
1 HCD’s ADU Handbook can be referenced here: https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/docs/adu-ta-
handbook-final.pdf.  

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/docs/adu-ta-handbook-final.pdf
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/docs/adu-ta-handbook-final.pdf
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ADUs. Rather, single family homes and ADUs are treated interchangeably. This 
appears to be borne out in the District’s practices; as HCD understands it, the 
District charges a combined connection fee of roughly $16,000 for all residential 
uses, including ADUs, regardless of their size or their proportionate burden on the 
district using the methodology prescribed by law. The District’s regulations and 
current fee structure is not legally sound, subjects the District to significant legal 
risk, is serving as a significant impediment to housing in this current housing crisis, 
and must be modified to conform to statute. 
 
We appreciate the District’s efforts to comply with State ADU Law and welcome the 
opportunity to assist the District in fully and expeditiously complying with State ADU 
Law. Please feel free to contact Greg Nickless, of our staff, at (916) 274-6244 or 
greg.nickless@hcd.ca.gov.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Shannan West  
Land Use & Planning Unit Chief 
 
 
cc: Robert N. Kwong 

Arnold LaRochelle Mathews 
VanConas & Zirbell LLP 

 
David Pai 
Department of Justice 
Office of the Attorney General 
 
 

 
 

mailto:greg.nickless@hcd.ca.gov
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Ric Vane

From: Matthew Gelfand <admin@caforhomes.org> on behalf of matt@caforhomes.org
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 6:40 PM
To: 'Barrera, Ruben'; matt@caforhomes.org; 'Ric Vane'; 'CountyExecutiveOfficer'; 

hi@carlaef.org; 'Steve Alary'; 'Pettit, Mike'; 'Stamper, Paul'; 'Jesse Romero'
Cc: 'Sonja Trauss'; 'Ben Libbey'; 'Mike Vane'; 'Wyatt, Matt'; 'Kim Prillhart'; 'Nickless, 

Greg@HCD'
Subject: RE: CaHCD Review of OVSD ADU Fee Policy

Ruben, 
 
That does not explain why the County is insisting on a will-serve letter now rather than at the time of CofO.  Surely the 
plans show a connection to the sewer system, which satisfies the Plumbing Code.  Presumably the County will inspect 
the project to ensure one has been built.  And, just like any project, the County will presumably insist on that connection 
being made before issuing a CofO.  The only difference here is that the District is (illegally) claiming that it will not allow 
the connection.  If that happens, the County can deny a CofO, and there will be zero public health risk.  Nothing in the 
Plumbing Code or Building Code requires you to deny approval of a project that is lawfully planned to be connected to 
utilities based on a theoretical concern that a utility district will illegally refuse the connection. 
 
To be clear, the District’s position is plainly illegal.  The District’s own records reflect that it knows its position is 
illegal.  The state has told the District its position is illegal.  By bootstrapping the District’s unlawful denial into a denial 
by the County, you are exposing the County to very serious legal risk for no discernable benefit.  If a project meets the 
standards for development of an accessory dwelling unit, the County must issue a permit.  It sounds like this project 
meets those standards.  The County, then, is required to issue the permit.  Because I believe your position is unlawful 
under the state’s ADU laws, I have CCd HCD ADU staff on this email to make them aware of the County’s position. 
 
The County’s approval ADUs, like all housing development projects, is subject to the Housing Accountability Act, 
Government Code Section 65589.5.  For the purposes of Government Code Section 65589.5(k)(2), this letter constitutes 
our written comments submitted in connection with this project.  
 
I suggest you consult with County Counsel and reconsider your position. 
 
All the best, 
 
Matt Gelfand 
 

From: Barrera, Ruben <Ruben.Barrera@ventura.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 4:30 PM 
To: matt@caforhomes.org; 'Ric Vane' <info@vane.us>; CountyExecutiveOfficer <CountyExecutiveOfficer@ventura.org>; 
hi@carlaef.org; 'Steve Alary' <steve.alary@gmail.com>; Pettit, Mike <Mike.Pettit@ventura.org>; Stamper, Paul 
<Paul.Stamper@ventura.org>; 'Jesse Romero' <jess.cadservices@gmail.com> 
Cc: 'Sonja Trauss' <sonja@yimbylaw.org>; 'Ben Libbey' <ben@yimbylaw.org>; contact@caforhomes.org; 'Mike Vane' 
<twovoices2@yahoo.com>; Wyatt, Matt <Matt.Wyatt@ventura.org>; 'Kim Prillhart' <kimprillhart@yahoo.com> 
Subject: RE: CaHCD Review of OVSD ADU Fee Policy 
 
Hi Matthew, yes…It is in the Plumbing Code, which states that a plumbing connection to the sewer is required.  Section 
304. 
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Section 107.6.1 of the Ventura County Building Code states that we can deny the permit if conditions are such that it 
would be unsafe to install or construct the proposed improvements.  A failure to connect to the sewer system would 
create unhealthful conditions because the toilets, showers and other fixtures would not have adequate sanitary 
discharge.  Therefore, we are concerned about issuing a permit for a project which may not have the ability to connect 
to the sewer. 
 
I hope that helps. 
ruben 
 
 
 

From: Matthew Gelfand <admin@caforhomes.org> On Behalf Of matt@caforhomes.org 
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 2:50 PM 
To: Barrera, Ruben <Ruben.Barrera@ventura.org>; 'Ric Vane' <info@vane.us>; CountyExecutiveOfficer 
<CountyExecutiveOfficer@ventura.org>; hi@carlaef.org; 'Steve Alary' <steve.alary@gmail.com>; Pettit, Mike 
<Mike.Pettit@ventura.org>; Stamper, Paul <Paul.Stamper@ventura.org>; 'Jesse Romero' <jess.cadservices@gmail.com> 
Cc: 'Sonja Trauss' <sonja@yimbylaw.org>; 'Ben Libbey' <ben@yimbylaw.org>; contact@caforhomes.org; 'Mike Vane' 
<twovoices2@yahoo.com>; Wyatt, Matt <Matt.Wyatt@ventura.org>; 'Kim Prillhart' <kimprillhart@yahoo.com> 
Subject: RE: CaHCD Review of OVSD ADU Fee Policy 
 
Mr. Barrera, 
 
We are an impact litigation organization that sues, on our own behalf, local governments for failing to comply with state 
housing laws.   
 
I don’t represent Mr. Vane, my organization has no involvement in this matter, and I have not spoken to him before 
sending this email.  Nevertheless, your response to him has piqued my curiosity.  Can you please identify the provision in 
Government Code Section 65852.2 that allows the County to deny or delay a permit for an ADU that plainly has access 
to utility services but for which a utility provider is unlawfully withholding a will-serve letter?  That would help us assess 
whether we need to being an investigation of the County’s practices. 
 
All the best, 
 
Matthew Gelfand 
 
-- 
 
Matthew Gelfand 
Counsel, Californians for Homeownership 
525 S. Virgil Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 
matt@caforhomes.org 
Tel: (213) 739-8206 
 
Californians for Homeownership is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that works to address California’s housing crisis through 
impact litigation and other legal tools.   
 

From: Barrera, Ruben <Ruben.Barrera@ventura.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 1:39 PM 
To: Ric Vane <info@vane.us>; CountyExecutiveOfficer <CountyExecutiveOfficer@ventura.org>; hi@carlaef.org; 'Steve 
Alary' <steve.alary@gmail.com>; Pettit, Mike <Mike.Pettit@ventura.org>; Stamper, Paul <Paul.Stamper@ventura.org>; 
'Jesse Romero' <jess.cadservices@gmail.com> 
Cc: 'Sonja Trauss' <sonja@yimbylaw.org>; 'Ben Libbey' <ben@yimbylaw.org>; contact@caforhomes.org; 'Mike Vane' 
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<twovoices2@yahoo.com>; Wyatt, Matt <Matt.Wyatt@ventura.org>; Kim Prillhart <kimprillhart@yahoo.com> 
Subject: RE: CaHCD Review of OVSD ADU Fee Policy 
 
Hi Rick, 
No.  I am sorry.  I cannot postpone this requirement.  We need to have assurance from the District that you will have an 
available sewer connection before we issue the Building Permit. 
 
Thank you for understanding. 
ruben 
 

From: Ric Vane <info@vane.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 11:32 AM 
To: CountyExecutiveOfficer <CountyExecutiveOfficer@ventura.org>; hi@carlaef.org; 'Steve Alary' 
<steve.alary@gmail.com>; Pettit, Mike <Mike.Pettit@ventura.org>; Stamper, Paul <Paul.Stamper@ventura.org>; 
Barrera, Ruben <Ruben.Barrera@ventura.org>; 'Jesse Romero' <jess.cadservices@gmail.com> 
Cc: 'Sonja Trauss' <sonja@yimbylaw.org>; 'Ben Libbey' <ben@yimbylaw.org>; contact@caforhomes.org; 'Mike Vane' 
<twovoices2@yahoo.com> 
Subject: CaHCD Review of OVSD ADU Fee Policy 
 

CAUTION: If this email looks suspicious, DO NOT click. Forward to Spam.Manager@ventura.org 

 
Mr. Barrera, 
 
I have attached the response letter from the California Department of Housing and Community Development that was 
sent to the OVSD, their attorney Robert Kwong, and the Department of Justice Office of the California Attorney General. 
 
As you are aware from my earlier correspondence, I have refused to sign the Ojai Valley Sanitary District payment 
contract because I know that it is not in compliance with the law.  The attached letter reinforces this fact. 
 
I know that you have made an exception for me, and kindly delayed the signed OVSD will-serve letter requirement until 
the very last moment prior to issuing me the building permit on my ADU in Oak View.  In light of the recent 
determination by the HCD, I would like to request that you delay the OVSD will-serve letter requirement a bit further, at 
least until the very last moment of receiving my Certificate of Occupancy. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
-Ric Vane 
30 La Cumbra Street 
Oak View, CA  93022 
805-300-3563 
 
 



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

Web Site: www.ojaisan.org
»"

February 1, 2021

Richard Vane
30 La Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

RE: New Construction of
to (1) Single Dwelling Unit-ADU
30 La Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

Dear Property Owner;

We are in receipt of your application for the above referenced project as of this date,
February 1, 2021.

Enclosed please find the requested Will Service Letter for Sewer Service availability
with the Ojai Valley Sanitary District, whose address is 1072 Tico Road, Ojai, Cali-
fornia 93023.

Please submit a copy of the approved plans from the County of Ventura/City of Ojai
for this project so that we may issue a Permit for the commencement of the con-
struction for the new dwelling unit-ADU. A Private Sewer Lateral Inspection will be
required for the parcel as well, which can be done prior to construction or during
construction. A flyer is included for your information.

Please feel free to contact Laurie Johnson, our Customer Service Representative, at
805-646-5548 or by email at Laurie.johnson @ojaisan.org .

Thank you,

)

ZONE 02 - Oak View
lison Y

Administrative Officer

\OVSD-Archivel\My Documents\CUSTOMER SER VICE\WillServeLette\ZONES 2 3 5-Unicorp Areas VENTURA
COUNTY\033-0-190-075 30 La Cumbre OV Need PlansPSL Feb2021.doc



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

Web Site: www.ojaisan.org

February 1, 2021

Richard Vane
30 La Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

RE: New Construction of
to (1) Single Dwelling Unit-ADU
30 La.Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

WILL SERVE FOR SEWER SERVICE: APN 033-0-190-075

Ojai Valley Sanitary District, whose address is 1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023 hereafter
referred to as District, agrees with the County of Ventura/City of Ojai, hereafter referred to as
County/City as follows:

1. District represents to the County of Ventura/City of Ojai that the design and specifications for
installation of sewers are satisfactory.

2. District represents to the County of Ventura/City of Ojai that appropriate treatment plant ca-
pacity is available and has been reserved for the subject parcel.

3. Itis understood that the County of Ventura/City of Ojai will not consider approvalof the sub-
ject development without having first received the representations contained herein.

5. Itis understood that the private sewer system, three (3) feet from the buildings to the main
line connection, will be permitted and inspected by the Ojai Valley Sanitary District.

6. Upon receipt of approved plans from the County of Ventura/City of Ojai, please submit
a copyto the Ojai Valley Sanitary District for the issuance of a Permit to commence con-
struction.

The above representations are based on review of application submitted by the owner. Upon
completion of construction and inspection by the District, additional fees may be assessed if ac-
tual unit count is higher than indicated in the proposed plan.

ZONE 02 — Oak View

Administrative Officer

\\OVSD-Archive\My Documents\ CUSTOMER SERVICE\WillServeLettenZONES 2 3 5-Unicorp Areas VENTURA COUNTY\033-0-190-
075 30 La Cumbre OV Vane Feb2021.doc
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Chapter 1 
General Provisions 

(Ord. 82, 2021) 
 

SECTION 100. Code Adoption 
 

100.1 Short Title; Reference to Code 
This Code shall be known as the “Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code of 

Regulations.” This Code may also be referred to as the “Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
Code.” Portions of this Code may be designated as an addition or amendment to, or a 
repeal of, the “Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code.” 

 
100.2 Codification Authority 
This Code is adopted pursuant to the provisions of the Sanitary District Act of 1923 

(California Health & Safety Sections 6400 et seq.) and other provisions of law that 
empower the District to enact regulations. This Code references applicable sections of 
State and Federal law. In the event that these statutory references are updated by new 
law or regulation, it is the intent of this Code that the successor statute will govern the 
District’s authority. 

 
100.2.1 District approval shall be required and applicable fees shall 
be paid prior to any construction, installation, alteration, repair, opening, 
uncovering, extending, connecting to, or other work related to any system 
discharging into public sewers. Contracts awarded under certain 
Emergency situations do not require prior approval of the Board of 
Directors. 

 
100.2.2 District approval shall be required prior to the use of any 
system discharging to District Sewer System. A District Permit for Non- 
Domestic Wastewater Discharge shall be required prior to any discharge 
of non-domestic wastewater directly or indirectly to District Sewer System. 

 
100.3 Effective Date 

 
This Code takes effect upon the effective date of the ordinance of the Board of 

Directors of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District whereby this Code is adopted. 
 

100.4 Severability and Validity of Code 
 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Code is for 
any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Code. 
The Board hereby declares that it would have adopted this Code and each section, 
subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any 
one or more sections, subsections, phrases, or portions be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 
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100.5 Distribution of Code 
 

At least one (1) duly certified copy of this Code shall be filed for use and 
examination by the public in the office of the District Clerk. Additional copies shall be 
prepared in loose-leaf form in such binders as the District Clerk may prescribe. Copies 
thereof shall be distributed as determined by the District Clerk. 

 
100.6 Amendments 

 
The District Clerk, or other District Representative, shall prepare copies of such 

changes in the Code for insertion in the loose-leaf copies thereof. Every portion of the 
Code so changed shall have printed thereon a notation of the ordinance number pursuant 
to which such change is adopted. All amendments shall be published in a newspaper 
published in the District and shall take effect upon the expiration of the week of publication 
pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 6490. 

 
100.7 Notation of Amendments 

 
Upon the adoption of any amendment or addition to this Code, or upon the repeal 

of any of its provisions, the District Clerk shall certify thereto and shall make an appropriate 
notation in the volumes of said Code of the taking of such action, noting thereon the 
number of the ordinances pursuant to which such action is taken. Duly certified copies of 
every ordinance making changes in such Code shall be filed in the office of the District 
Clerk in books for such purpose, duly indexed for ready reference. 

 
100.8 District Fees and Charges 

 
This Code sets forth District Capacity Charges, Sewer Service Charges and Debt 

Service Charges, and Fees for Sewer-System Related Services in Chapter 3, Appendices 
B, C and D, respectively. Said charges and fees, as set forth in said appendices, may be 
amended by the Board from time to time in accordance with this Code and other applicable 
law. In addition to the fees and charges imposed and collected by the District pursuant to 
this Code, the District may levy, assess and collect other fees, charges, penalties, refunds, 
reimbursements of any kind in accordance with applicable law. 

 
100.9 Prior Ordinances and Regulations 

 
This Code is intended to be a compilation of selected ordinances and regulations 

of general application governing the organization and functioning of the Ojai Valley 
Sanitary District as those ordinances and regulations have been adopted by the District’s 
Board of Directors. The provisions of this Code which are substantially the same as 
existing District ordinances and regulations shall be construed as restatements and 
continuations of those ordinances and regulations, and not as new enactments. Therefore, 
this Code supersedes those prior ordinances and regulations from which it was compiled, 
and which were in effect on the effective date of this Code. All such prior ordinances and 
regulations shall be deemed amended to read as provided in this Code. This Code also 
supersedes all existing ordinances and regulations of the District that are contrary to or 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Code. 
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The District ordinances and regulations listed in Appendix A of this Chapter are not 
superseded by this Code, and shall remain in full force and effect until otherwise amended 
or repealed: 

 
100.10 Pending Proceedings 

 
Any action or proceeding commenced before this Code takes effect, and any right 

accrued, is not affected by this Code, but all actions or proceedings commenced after the 
effective date of this Code shall, where applicable, conform to the provisions of this Code. 

 
100.11 Conflict with State Codes 

 
Any provision of this Code in conflict with any provision of the governing codes of 

the State of California due to revisions made in such governing codes shall be 
automatically superseded by said revisions. 

 
SECTION 101. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION; DEFINITIONS 

 
101.1 Construction 

 
Unless the provisions or the context require otherwise, the general provisions, 

rules of construction and definitions set forth below shall govern the construction of this 
Code. The provisions of this Code and all proceedings under it are to be construed with a 
view to accomplishing its objects and promoting justice. 

 
101.2 Effect of Headings 

 
Chapter, section and subsection headings contained in this Code shall not be 

deemed to govern, limit, modify or in any manner affect the scope, meaning or intent of 
the provisions of any chapter, section or subsection of this Code. 

 
101.3 Prohibited Acts include Causing, Permitting or Suffering 

 
Whenever in this Code any act or omission is made unlawful, it shall include 

causing, permitting, aiding, abetting, suffering or concealing such act or omission. 
 

101.4 Reference Applies to Amendments 
 

Whenever a reference is made to any portion of this Code, or to any ordinance or 
regulation of the District, the reference applies to all amendments and additions now or 
hereafter made. 

 
101.5 Service of Notices 

 
Whenever a notice is required to be given under this Code, unless different 

provisions herein are otherwise specifically made, such notice may be given either by 
personal delivery to the person to be notified or by deposit in the United States mail in a 
sealed envelope, postage prepaid, addressed to such person to be notified, at his or her 
last known business or residence address as the same appears in the public records of 
Ventura County pertaining to the matter to which such notice is directed. Service by mail 
shall be deemed to have been completed at the time of deposit in the post office. 
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101.6 Proof of Notice 
 

Proof of giving any notice may be made by the certificate of any officer or employee 
of the District, or by affidavit or declaration under penalty of perjury as provided by the 
California Code of Civil Procedure Section 2015.5 of any person over the age of eighteen 
years, which shows service in conformity with this Code, or other provisions of law 
applicable to the subject matter concerned. 

 
101.7 Tenses 

 
The present tense includes the past and future tenses. 

 
101.8 Gender 

 
The masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter. 

 
101.9 “Shall” and “May” 

 
“Shall” is mandatory and “may” is permissive unless the context requires 

otherwise. 
 

101.10 Definitions 
 

The following words and phrases, whenever used in this Code, will have the 
following meanings, unless from the text a different meaning is construed: 

 
Accessory Dwelling Unit or ADU shall mean an attached or a detached 

residential dwelling unit or an interior dwelling unit within the existing square footage of 
an existing primary residential structure or accessory structure that provides complete 
independent living facilities for one or more persons and is located on a lot with a 
proposed or existing primary residence. An accessory dwelling unit shall include 
permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation on the same 
parcel as the single-family or multifamily dwelling is or will be situated, or as defined 
in Government Code 
§65852.20)(1), and as it may be amended. (Ord. 82, 2021) 

 
Applicant: The person making application for permission for a sewer or plumbing 

installation and shall be the owner of premises to be served by the sewer for which 
permission is requested or his authorized agent. 

 
Basic Sewer Service Charge: A District charge to each Parcel served by the 

District Sewer System to recover the sum total of sewer system and treatment plant 
operation costs, maintenance and replacement costs, general administration and 
accounting costs for providing service, capital costs and District expenditures deemed 
necessary to conduct the lawful business of the District (see Appendix C in Chapter 3), 
with the exception of the Debt Service Surcharge. 

 
Board of Directors: The governing board of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District of 

Ventura County. (Also referred to as “District Board,” “Board Members” or “Board.”) 
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Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD): The quantity of oxygen required in the 
biological oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days 
at twenty (20) degrees centigrade, expressed in milligrams per liter. 

 
Capacity Charge: A one-time Charge for a new connection to the District Sewer 

System or expansion of use to the sewer system to cover a Parcel’s proportionate cost of: 
(1) the existing District Sewer System benefit conveyed to the Parcel being charged; and 
(2) the new District Sewer System Facilities to be acquired or constructed in the future  that 
are of proportional benefit to the Person or Parcel being charged. 

 
Capacity Unit: A unit of measurement based upon the wastewater flow derived from 

industry standards. A single Capacity Unit equals the average wastewater flow 
generated by a Single Dwelling Unit or two hundred (200) GPO, or twenty-five (25) 
Drainage Fixture Units (DFUs), as that term is defined by the current Uniform Plumbing 
Code, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

 
Code: The Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code of Regulations as approved and 

adopted by the District Board and as it may be amended from time to time. (Also referred 
to as the “Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code.”) 

 
Collection System: The District’s publicly owned and operated system of conduits 

and underground pipes (Local and Trunk Sewers) which receive and convey sanitary 
wastewater to the District’s Treatment Plant. 

 
Connection: A physical connection between any type of piping (or any other 

sewage conveyance system) not owned by the District to another type of piping which is 
directly or indirectly connected to the District’s Sewage System. 

 
Connection Fee: A fee paid by a new District Sewer System user for the capital 

costs of capacity made available for his or her use. 
 

Contractor: An individual, firm, corporation, partnership or association duly 
licensed by the State of California to perform the type of work to be done. 

 
County: The County of Ventura, unless otherwise specified. 

 

Customer: The Owner of a Parcel of land, as defined by the Ventura County 
Assessor’s Office, being provided with District Sewer System service. 

 
Day: Calendar day, unless otherwise specified. 

 

Debt Service Surcharge:   A District charge levied on each Parcel connected to 
the District Sewer System to fund or pay for the debt service on the 2003 Series Bond 
Issue which funded necessary improvements to the City of Ojai’s 1927 collection system 
so that could be compatible with the District’s existing Collection System when the City of 
Ojai consolidated its sewer system with the District’s. . 

 
Director: Member of the District’s elected governing Board. (Also referred to as 

“Board Member” or “Member.”) 
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Discharger: Any person discharging sanitary wastewater, sewage, liquid waste or 

industrial waste to the District’s Sewer System.  
 
District: Ojai Valley Sanitary District, a sanitary district organized and existing 

under the laws of the State of California, and located in the County of Ventura, California. 
 

District Representative: Any person authorized by the District Board or General 
Manager to act on the District’s behalf in carrying out the administrative, operational or 
any other functions of the District. 

 
District Sewer System: Collectively, all of the property, pipes, pumps, structures 

and appurtenances for collecting, transporting, conveying, treating and disposing of 
Sewage, which was acquired, constructed and financed by the Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
with funds derived from the sale of revenue bonds, general obligation bonds, or otherwise. 
(Also referred to as “District Sewage Facility,” “District Sewerage Facility,” or “District 
Wastewater Facility.”) 

 
Domestic Sewage: The liquid and water born waste derived from the ordinary living 

processes, free from non-domestic wastewater and of such character as to permit 
satisfactory disposal, without special treatment, into the District Sewer System. (Also 
referred to as “Residential Wastewater.”) 

 
Easement: A properly right, however created, by which the owner of the easement 

is entitled to make specified uses of real property owned by another. 
 

Emergency: A condition which creates imminent danger to the public health, 
safety or welfare, or otherwise significantly impairs the District’s ability to provide sewer 
service to its ratepayers. 

 
Encroachment: An activity or condition which results in significant interference with 

the Easement rights of the owner of an Easement. As respects District easements, there 
are three classes of Encroachments: 

 
Class One: 
Encroachments which interfere only slightly with District easements. 
Examples may include loose paving stones and similar landscaping 
features, flowerbeds, small shrubs, lawn and ground covers which do not 
impede normal use and operation of the District’s Sewer System and may 
readily be removed and restored at a modest cost if access to that system 
is required. 

 
Class Two: 
Encroachments which will cause significant interference with District 
Easements but which, due to being readily removable or by virtue of District 
mandated safeguards and/or mitigation measures, the interference can be 
ameliorated to an acceptable level. Examples may include fences, gates, 
driveways, paving, portable or readily removable structures, larger 
vegetation whose roots do not have a propensity to invade wastewater 
facilities, and cuts and fills. 

 
Class Three: 
Encroachments which will cause significant interference with District 
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Easements. Examples may include permanent structures such as 
buildings, swimming pools, permanent decks, retaining walls and 
reinforced concrete or masonry; temporary structures which are not readily 
removable from the Easement; also trees, heavy brush, and vegetation that 
prevents District access to its facilities in the Easement; also any activities 
and conditions that are unlawful or prohibited by this Code or by other 
applicable laws. 

 
 

Fees for Sewer System-Related Services: Miscellaneous fees imposed upon 
Parcel Owners for District services related to and necessary for the District’s providing 
sewer service, including, without limitation, plan check fees, processing fees, inspection 
fees, permit fees, line cleaning and maintenance fees, violation abatement or correction 
fees, annexation fees, returned check fees, sewer atlas update fees and recording fees. 

 
Food Preparation Area: An area containing plumbing fixtures, appliances, or 

devices commonly used for: (1) heating or cooking food; (2) refrigerating food; and 
(3) washing utensils used for dining and food preparation and/or for washing and 
preparing food. Permanent removal of two of the three above-numbered elements will 
result in the elimination of a Food Preparation, provided the Parcel Owner is required to 
remove the elements pursuant to an “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted Connection” 
executed in the manner authorized by Chapter 10, Section 1014. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
General Manager: The person appointed by the Board of Directors to administer 

and enforce the rules and regulations of the District. (Also referred to as “District Manager” 
or “Manager.”) 

 
Governing Body: The Ojai Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors is the 

governing body of the District. The Board is the governing power of the District, and 
exercises all District powers. (Health & Safety Code §6481) The Board receives its power 
from the California Constitution and State laws passed by the legislature, including the 
District’s principal act, the Sanitary District Act of 1923, Health & Safety Code §6400 et 
seq. 

 
Gallons per Day (GPD): Gallons of wastewater generated per day. 

 

Industrial Wastewater: Any Wastewater containing solid, liquid, gaseous or 
radioactive substances that is discharged, flowing or permitted to escape from any 
producing, manufacturing, processing, institutional, commercial, agricultural or similar 
operation into the District Sewer System, and which Wastewater results from the 
development, recovery or processing of any material resource. 

 
Inspection: The act of reviewing any or all Sewer construction work for the purpose 

of determining compliance with the District Code, and all other applicable laws, rules or 
regulations. 

 
Inspector: The person appointed by and acting for the General Manager to inspect 

Wastewater generation, conveyance, processing and disposal facilities within the District’s 
jurisdiction. 

 
Interceptor: A device designed and installed so as to separate and retain 

deleterious, hazardous, or undesirable matter from normal wastes and permit normal 
sewage or liquid wastes to discharge by gravity. 
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Lateral: A sewer beginning at the foundation wall of any building or structure and 
terminating at the District Sewer System, which sewer connects the building or structure 
to the District Sewer System. The Lateral includes the connection facility by which the 
Lateral is connected to the District Sewer System. (Also referred to as “Side Sewer.”) 

 
Law: Denotes applicable federal law, the constitution and statutes of the State of 

California, the ordinances of the District, and any and all rules and regulations which may 
be promulgated thereunder. 

 
Liquid Waste: The discharge from any plumbing fixture, which does not receive 

fecal matter. 
 

Local Sewer: That portion of the District Sewer System which directly receives 
Wastewater from the Lateral of a Discharger. 

 
Local Sewer Capacity Charge: A Capacity Charge based upon the District’s Local 

Sewer facilities in existence at the time the charge is imposed. The Local Sewer Capacity 
Charge is calculated by dividing the total replacement cost of the District’s Local Sewer 
facilities by the total Capacity Units accessing those facilities. Accordingly, the Local 
Sewer Capacity Charge equals each Parcel’s proportionate share of the total replacement 
cost of the District’s existing Local Sewer facilities and is, therefore, proportionate to the 
benefit received by that Parcel. 

 
Manufactured Home: A structure which is transportable in one or more sections 

and, when erected, meets the District’s criteria for a Single Dwelling Unit. 
(Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
Mobile Home: A structure which is transportable in one or more sections and, when 

erected, meets the District’s criteria for a Single Dwelling Unit. (Ord. 69, 2012) 
 

Mobile Home Space: An area within a Premises with facilities by which a Mobile 
Home may be connected to the District’s Sewer System. 

 
Multifamily Manufactured or Mobile Home: A structure which is transportable in 

one or more sections and, when erected, meets the District’s criteria for two or more Single 
Dwelling Units. (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
Non-Domestic Wastewater: Shall mean same as Industrial Wastewater. 

 

Non-Residential: Use of a Parcel that does not include any habitation. 
 

Non-Residential Wastewater: See ”Non-Domestic” Wastewater. 
 

Nuisance: A discharge of Sewage in violation of District regulations or orders which 
is or could be harmful to, or unreasonably affect, the Sewer System, or which impairs or 
unreasonably affects the operation and maintenance of the District’s Sewer System, or 
which violates quantity, quality or other standards adopted by the District, or which places 
an unreasonable burden on the District’s ratepayers. 
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Occupant: Any person actually occupying any premises whether as owner or 
tenant or under contract or otherwise. 

 
Owner: The record owner of a Parcel as shown by the official records of the 

Ventura County Recorder, Ventura County Assessor or the holder of any possessory 
interest in publicly owned property. 

 
Parcel: A single lot of land for which a legal description has been filed on record, 

or the boundaries of which are shown on a subdivision map or a record of survey map, 
filed in the office of the Ventura County Recorder. 

 
Permit: A formal authorization or approval by the District to engage in or undertake 

specified conduct or activities. This authorization/approval may be subject to limitations or 
conditions. 

 
Person: Any human being, individual, firm, company, partnership, association and 

private, public or municipal corporations, the United States of America, State of California, 
districts and all political subdivisions and governmental agencies thereof. 

 
Premises: Any lot, piece, or Parcel of real property improved or unimproved within 

the boundary of the District. 
 

Public Sewer: A common sewer lying within a public way or Easement, which is 
controlled by or under the jurisdiction of the District, and which receives flows from 
buildings or structures connected thereto. 

 
Recreational Vehicle: A motor home, travel trailer, truck camper, or camping trailer, 

with or without motive power, designed for human habitation or recreational, emergency, 
or other occupancy, meeting the District’s criteria for a Single Dwelling Unit. (Ord. 69, 
2012) 

 
Recreational Vehicle Park (RV Park): Is any recreational vehicle park subject to a 

permit issued by either the Department of Housing and Community Development or other 
enforcement agency pursuant to the Special Occupancy Parks Act (Health and Safety 
Code Section 18860 et seq.). (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
Recreational Vehicle Space: Is any area within a Recreational Vehicle Park 

designed to accommodate a Recreational Vehicle in a manner that provides that 
Recreational Vehicle with the means to connect directly or indirectly to the District’s Sewer 
System. (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
Sanitary Sewer: A conduit that conveys sewage or non-domestic wastes or a 

combination of both, and into which storm waters, surfaces, and ground waters and 
unpolluted waters are not admitted. See also Government Code section 53750(k). 

 
Service Unit (SU): A measure of sewer service provided to a Parcel based upon 

the volume and strength of the Parcel’s wastewater flow. The method used by the District 
to calculate Service Units for a given Parcel depends on the application of criteria and 
formulas derived by the District based on industry standards. 
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Sewage: A combination of water-carried wastes from residences, business 
buildings, institutions and industrial establishments. 

 
Sewer: A pipe or conduit for carrying sewage. 

 

Sewer Service: The services and facilities for collection, treatment and disposal of 
Sewage furnished or available to a Parcel by the District Sewer System. 

 
Sewer Service Charge: A charge imposed to recover the sum total of sewer 

service costs represented by the Basic Sewer Service Charge and the Debt Service 
Surcharge. 

 
Single Dwelling Unit: 

 

For purposes of determining the Capacity Fee for a Capacity Unit, a single dwelling 
unit shall be anyone of the following: 

 
a. A room or rooms connected together (whether or not constructed in 

compliance with applicable governmental regulations) with all of the following: (a) an 
independent exterior access, (b) a Food Preparation Area, (c) a multi-purpose or bedroom 
area, and (d) a toilet. 

 
 

b. Any trailer, boat, motor home or other Recreational Vehicle connected to 
the District’s Sewer System, either permanently or for a temporary period exceeding thirty 
(30) days, except when occupying a Recreational Vehicle Space. 

 
c. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code of Regulations, where a 

structure located on a Parcel is not subject to an “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted 
Connection” executed in the manner authorized by Chapter 10, Section 1014, the 
structure may be deemed a Single Dwelling Unit under the following circumstances: 

 
1. Where one or more structures are located on a Parcel and connected to the 

District Sewer System (and none of the structures satisfy the Single Dwelling 
Unit definitions set forth in paragraphs a, b, and c, above, or fall within the non- 
residential or mixed use classifications established by this Code), the District 
may treat all the structures, collectively, as the equivalent of one Single 
Dwelling Unit [For example, if three structures located on a Parcel are 
connected to the District Sewer System but none of the structures satisfy the 
Single Dwelling Unit definitions set forth in paragraphs a, b or c, above, or 
otherwise fall within non-residential or mixed use classifications established by 
this Code, the District may treat all of the structures on the Parcel, collectively, 
as the equivalent of one Single Dwelling Unit.]; or 
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2. A structure located on a Parcel may be deemed a Single Dwelling Unit where 
the General Manager or his designee determine that the structure has been 
designed, modified or constructed to accommodate the installation of a Food 
Preparation Area and all other elements necessary to define the structure as a 
Single Dwelling Unit are present. This determination shall be based on either 
one of the following criteria: 

 
A. Final permits, plans and/or specifications filed with a government entity 

approving construction of a Food Preparation Area within the structure; 
or 

 
B. Direct observation by the General Manager or his designee of 

infrastructure within a structure that is configured in a manner 
commonly required for and associated with the installation of a Food 
Preparation Area. That infrastructure may include, without limitation, 
plumbing, electrical outlets and/or gas lines installed to accommodate 
a grouping of appliances for (1) heating or cooking food; (2) 
refrigerating food; and (3) the washing of utensils used for dining and 
food preparation and the washing and preparation of food. (Ord. 69, 
2012) (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
Special Use Permit: A permit issued by the General Manager, in accordance with 

District regulations, allowing a Parcel Owner or other Person to make temporary or special 
use of District Sewer System including, without limitation, temporary or special 
connections to the system. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
Street: Any public highway, road, street, avenue, alleyway, public place, public 

Easement or right of way within the District. 
 

Suspended Solids (SS): Solids that either float on the surface of, or are in 
suspension in, water, sewage or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory 
filtering. 

 
Treatment Plant: The arrangement of devices and structures owned and used by 

the District to treat Wastewater. (Also referred to as “Treatment Facility.”) 
 

Treatment Plant Capacity Charge: A District charge equal to a Parcel’s 
proportionate share of the total replacement cost of unused treatment plant capacity which 
is also proportionate to the benefit received by the Parcel. 

 
Trunk Sewer: The sewer in any public Street or Easement constructed to 

accommodate more than one Local Sewer. 
 

Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge: A District charge equal to each Parcel’s 
proportionate share of the total replacement cost of the District’s existing Trunk Sewer 
facilities which is also proportionate to the benefit received by that Parcel. The Trunk 
Sewer Capacity Charge is calculated by dividing the total replacement cost of the District’s 
Trunk Sewer facilities by the total number of Capacity Units accessing those facilities. . 

 
Unpermitted Connection: Any connection to the District’s Sewer System without 

required District authorization or permits. (Ord. 69, 2012) 
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Uniform Plumbing Code: The most current edition of the uniform Plumbing Code 
adopted by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials. 

 
User: Owner responsible for payment of Sewer Service Charges and other 

applicable fees for a Premise served by the District as provided in this Code. 
 

Vehicle: A device that may be used to transport people or things. 
 

Wastewater: All water-borne Sewage, industrial or other wastes, whether treated 
or untreated, discharged into or permitted to enter the District Sewer System. 

 
Wastewater Facilities: Pipelines, pump stations and other structures, equipment 

and machinery which are used to collect and convey Wastewater and, in some contexts, 
to treat and dispose of Wastewater. (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
 

SECTION 102. Administration 
 

102.1 General Manager 
The General Manager shall be the administrative head of the Ojai Valley Sanitary 

District under the direction of the Board of Directors. The General Manager shall be 
responsible for the efficient and effective administration of the day-to-day operations of 
the District. 

 
102.2 Enforcement Authority 
The General Manager shall enforce this Code, all ordinance and policies of the 

District, and see that all contracts, Permits and agreements that are approved by the Board 
of Directors are carried out in accordance with the District Board’s direction. 

 
102.3 District Public Information Officer 
The General Manager shall also be the District Public Information Officer, which 

includes being responsible for all media contact in relation to the business of the District. 
 

SECTION 103. District Policies and Procedures 
 

The District Board may, by ordinance or resolution, adopt policies and procedures 
to guide the District in the performance of its lawful activities. The District Clerk shall 
maintain these policies and procedures in loose-leaf form in such binders as the District 
Clerk may prescribe. The binders shall be updated by the District Clerk, as required. Said 
binders shall be filed for use and examination by the public in the office of the District 
Clerk. Copies thereof shall be distributed as determined by the District Clerk. 

 
SECTION 104. Violations of Code 

 
The following conduct within the jurisdiction of the District is hereby deemed a 

violation of this Code: 
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104.1 It shall be unlawful for any person to construct, rebuild, use, occupy or 
maintain, within the jurisdiction of the District, any residence, place of business or other 
building where persons reside, congregate or are employed which is not provided with 
means for the disposal of sewage by either connection to the public sewer system 
maintained by the District or other lawful means. 

 
104.2 Unless otherwise provided by this Code or other applicable law, it shall be 

unlawful for any person to construct, install, provide, maintain or use within the jurisdiction 
of the District any means of sewage disposal other than connection to the public sewer 
system maintained by the District. 

 
104.3 It shall be unlawful for any person to connect to the public sewer system 

maintained by the District except in the manner provided by this Code, and all other 
applicable local, state or federal laws. 

 
SECTION 105. Mailing and Office Address 

 
The official office and mailing address of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District are as 

follows: 
 

Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
1072 Tico Road 

Ojai, California 93023 
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APPENDIX A 
1. Ordinance No. 14: “An Ordinance of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Governing the 

Selection of Contractors to Perform Public Projects pursuant to Public Contract Code 
Section 22032 under the Uniform Public Construct Cost Accounting Act”; (Adopted 
November 6, 1989, Effective November 18, 1989). 

 
2. Ordinance No. 38. “An Ordinance of the Board of Directors of the Ojai Valley Sanitary 

District Amending Ordinance No. OVSD-1, Revising Maximum Payback Agreement 
Life”, (Adopted May 24, 1999, Effective June 7, 1999). 

 
3. Ordinance No. 65: “An Ordinance of the Board of Directors of the Ojai Valley 

Sanitary District adopting Policies and Procedures Governing Public Project 
Contracts, Professional Service Contracts, The Purchase of Supplies, Equipment and 
Services, and the Disposal of Surplus Property, (Adopted May 23, 2011, Effective July 
1, 2011). 

 
4. Ordinance No. 72: “An Ordinance of the Board of Directors of the Ojai Valley Sanitary 

District Setting Board Member Compensation”; (Adopted Jun 17, 2013, Effective July 
1, 2013). (Repealed by Ord. 73 adopted April 28, 2014, Effective May 7, 2014) 

 
5. Ordinance No. 73: “An Ordinance of the Board of Directors of the Ojai Valley Sanitary 

District Setting Board Member Compensation”, (Adopted April 28, 2014, Effective May 
7, 2014) 

 

6. Ordinance No. 74: An Ordinance of the Board of Directors of the Ojai Valley 
Sanitary District Setting Board Member Compensation”, (Adopted April 27, 2015, 
Effective May 7, 2015) 

 
 

7. Ordinance No. 82: An Ordinance of the Board of Directors of the Ojai Valley 
Sanitary District to Accommodate and Comply with Changes to the State Law 
Regarding Accessory Dwelling Units, (Adopted April 26, 2021, Effective May 6, 
2021) 
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Chapter 2 
GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISTRICT ORGANIZATION 

 
 

SECTION 200. Board of Directors 
 

200.1 Membership 
 

The Ojai Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors is comprised of seven (7) members, 
representing seven (7) defined divisions. The boundaries of the seven divisions were 
established based on evenly distributing the voting population of the District at the time of the 
District’s creation in 1985. Until such time as they may be lawfully altered, the District’s seven 
divisions shall be as stipulated in the District’s official formation documents. The divisions are 
described in the District Bylaws. 

 
200.2 Election by Division 

 
200.2.1 Pursuant to California Elections Code Section 10500 et seq., each 

member of the Board is elected in a general election in their designated division within 
the District. 

 
200.2.2 Elections are held in even-numbered years in November and are 

consolidated with the County of Ventura’s general election; the new terms, following 
election, begin as determined and provided for in Section 10554 of the Elections Code. 

 
200.2.3 Elections in divisions 2, 4 and 6 are held in one even-numbered year in 

conjunction with the State of California gubernatorial election, and elections in divisions 
1, 3, 5 and 7 are held in the following even-numbered year (which year shall be evenly 
divisible by four) in conjunction with the United States presidential election. 

 
200.3 Board Member Eligibility Requirements 

 
200.3.1 Pursuant to California Elections Code Section 201 and Health and Safety 

Code Section 6591, no person is eligible to be elected or appointed to the District Board 
of Directors for a particular division unless that person is a registered voter and 
otherwise qualified to vote in that same division at the time nomination papers are issued 
to the person or at the time of the person’s appointment. 

 
200.3.2 A Board Member will retain eligibility to represent a particular division as 

long as that Board Member remains a registered voter and otherwise qualified to vote in 
that same division. 

 
200.3.3 For purpose of this Section, voter qualification shall be determined in 

accordance with California Elections Code Section 2000 et seq., and other applicable 
provisions of law. 
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200.4 Term of Office; Oath; Conflict of Interest Statement; Resignation; Effect of 
Ineligibility 

 
200.4.1 The term of office of each Board Member is four years beginning the first 

meeting after the County Board of Supervisors certifies the election results. This date will 
also be designated in the letter from the County Elections Officer to the newly elected 
Board Member. 

 
200.4.2 Every newly elected director shall take an oath of office at the time of 

seating, as required by the County Clerk’s office. 
 

200.4.3 A newly elected director must file a Conflict of Interest Statement, 
pursuant to the requirements of the Political Reform Act, Government Code Sections 
87300-87302, as amended by the Fair Political Practices Commission pursuant 
California Code of Regulations Section 18730. 

 
200.4.4 A Board Member may resign from office by submitting his/her written 

resignation to the District Board, which written resignation shall specify the date upon 
which the Member’s resignation shall become effective. Upon resignation, the Director’s 
seat shall be considered vacant. 

 
200.4.5 Immediately upon a Board Member becoming ineligible to retain office 

that Board Member’s seat shall be considered vacant. 
 

200.5 Director Vacancies 
 

In accordance with Health and Safety Code Section 6483, vacancies to the membership 
of the Board shall be filled for the unexpired term pursuant to Government Code Section 1780 et 
seq. 

 

200.6 Compensation 
 

Board Members are eligible for compensation for the following types of service to the 
District: (Ord. 74, 2015) 

 
200.6.1 Board Meeting/Board Committee Meeting 

 
Each member of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors shall receive 

compensation as established by ordinance for each regular, adjourned, or special Board 
meeting attended, or each day of service rendered as a Director by request of the Board. Each 
member of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors assigned to a committee shall 
receive compensation as established by ordinance for each committee meeting of the Board 
attended. (Ord. 74, 2015) 

 
200.6.2 Representative of the District 

 
A Board Member who, with Board approval, represents the District at a meeting, 

conference or seminar, shall receive compensation as established by ordinance for each day of 
service the Board member attends that meeting, conference, or seminar (Ord. 74, 2015) 
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200.7 Limitation 
 

Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 6489, each member of the Ojai 
Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors shall be compensated for each meeting attended or 
each day of service rendered up to six (6) days in a calendar month. Payment for services in 
one month shall not be delayed to another month to avoid this limitation. (Ord. 74, 2015) 

 
SECTION 201. Meetings of the District Board 

 
201.1 Time and Place 
The time and place of the regular meetings of the Board shall be set by resolution. All 

meetings shall be conducted pursuant to Section 54950 et seq. of the California Government 
Code, commonly known as the Ralph M. Brown Act (hereinafter “Brown Act”). 

 
201.2 Special and Emergency Meetings 
Special and Emergency Meetings of the Board shall be called in accordance with the 

Brown Act. 
 

201.3 Closed Session Meetings 
Closed sessions meetings may be called by the Chairperson at any time during a 

meeting in accordance with the requirements of the Brown Act. 
 

201.4 Agenda Order 
 

The Chairperson, or acting Chairperson, may make changes in the order of the agenda 
unless a two-thirds vote of the members in attendance defeats the decision of the Chairperson. 
The preferred order of business shall be as follows: 

 
a) Call to order 
b) Roll Call 
c) Pledge of Allegiance 
d) Additions or amendments to the agenda 
e) Public concerns 
f) Board concerns 
g) Public hearings 
h) Presentations 
i) Regular Business & Reports 

1. Consent items 
2. Action items 
3. Information items 

j) Discussion 
1. Public 
2. Directors 
3. General Manager 

k) Items of Interest/Correspondence/Articles 
l) Closed Sessions 
m) Adjournment 
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201.5 Posting Agenda 
 

In accordance with the Brown Act, the District Clerk shall post a copy of the agenda for 
each regular meeting of the Board at least 72 prior to the meeting time. The agenda shall be 
posted on the posting board affixed to the exterior of the District’s offices. The District Clerk 
shall post a copy of the agenda for all other District meetings on the same posting board in 
accordance with all requirements imposed by the Brown Act. 

 
201.6 Mailing Agenda 

 
The Clerk of the Board shall mail a copy of each Board meeting agenda to those people, 

agencies, organizations, etc. who have requested to be placed on the current mailing list for 
such notices, and the local news media. 

 
 

201.7 Staff Report on Agenda 
 

The General Manager is responsible for preparing a written staff report on agenda items, 
as appropriate. 

 
201.8 Board Member Request to Place Item on Agenda 
Any Board Member may request an item be placed on the agenda for discussion or 

action. All such requests shall consider the amount of time needed for staff research. 
Emergency items can only be added pursuant to the Brown Act. 

 
201.9 Member of Public Request to Place Item on Agenda 
Members of the public may request to have an item placed on a future Board agenda 

during the Public Comment portion of a Board meeting. The Chairman shall ask if any Board 
Member supports this request. If there is support, the General Manager will be directed to place 
the item on a future Board agenda or assign the item to a Board Committee. 

 
201.10 Adding Items to Agenda at Beginning of Regular Meeting 
Items may be added to the agenda at the beginning of a regular meeting only when the 

item to be added meets the requirements of the Brown Act. Additions cannot be made to the 
agenda of any special meeting. 

 
201.11 Quorum 
A majority of the current Board membership shall constitute a quorum. A majority of the 

Board members voting shall be required to approve, disapprove or otherwise act on any 
proposal, except matters requiring action by a specific number or percentage of the full Board 
as required by statute. A tie vote shall constitute a denial. 

 
201.12 Rules of Order 

 
All District meetings shall be conducted according to the District’s Rules of Order as set 

forth in the District Bylaws, as may be amended from time to time. A copy of the District’s 
Bylaws shall be filed for use and examination by the public in the office of the District Clerk. 
Copies thereof shall be distributed as determined by the District Clerk. 
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201.13 Adjournment 
In accordance with Government Code Section 54955, the Board may adjourn any 

regular, adjourned regular, special, or adjourned special meeting to a time and place specified 
in the order of adjournment. When a meeting may not be opened due to a lack of a quorum, the 
meeting may be adjourned by the Secretary or Clerk of the Board, to a stated time and place 
with written notice of the adjournment given in the same manner as provided in the Brown Act 
for calling special meetings. 

 
201.14 Minutes of the Meetings 

 
The Clerk of the Board shall prepare for approval by the Board of Directors minutes 

recording all resolutions, ordinances, actions, and determinations of the Board. All approved 
minutes will be retained with the District’s records and are available for inspection by any 
member of the public upon request. 

 
201.15 Recording Meetings; Preservation of Records 

 
All Board of Directors’ meetings shall be sound recorded, and the records shall be 

retained for a period of four years. 
 

201.16 Execution of Documents 
All papers involving official acts of the Board shall be signed in accordance with 

appropriate legislation relating to such acts. In the absence of specific regulations, the signature 
of the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson attested by the Clerk of the Board shall be deemed 
sufficient. 
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Chapter 3 
Fees, Rates, Charges and Other Financial Matters 

(Ord. 80, 2019) 
 
 

SECTION 300. Purpose 
 

This Chapter promulgates regulations governing fees, rates and charges imposed 
and collected by the District as authorized by the Sanitary District Act of 1923, Article 1 of 
Chapter 4 of Part 1 of Division 6 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 6400 et seq., 
Article 4 of Chapter 6 of Part 3 of Division 5 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 5470 
et seq. and other applicable provisions of law. This Chapter also makes provision for other 
related financial matters affecting the District and its constituents. 

 
SECTION 301. Capacity Charges 

 
301.1 Background Considerations 

 
The District Board relies upon certain findings in imposing Capacity Charges 

including, without limitation, the following: 
 

301.1.1 The Capacity Charges imposed by the District do not exceed the 
estimated reasonable cost of providing the service for which the Capacity Charges 
are imposed. 

 
301.1.2 The Capacity Charges imposed by the District are neither an 

incident of property ownership nor a property-related service having a direct 
relationship to property ownership and, therefore, not subject to the requirements 
of California Constitution Article XIII(D). 

 
301.1.3 The Capacity Charges imposed by the District are not imposed 

as a condition of approval of a proposed development project as defined in 
Government Code §66001 and, therefore, not subject to the requirements for 
imposing development fees set forth in Government Code §66000 et seq. 

 
301.1.4 The Capacity Charges imposed by the District are non- 

discriminatory as applied to all users of the District’s sewer system, and are 
established upon a rational basis. 

 
301.1.5 The Capacity Charges imposed by this Code shall be in addition 

to all other District fees and charges. 
 

301.2 Purpose of Capacity Charges 
 

The District imposes Capacity Charges on Parcel Owners to provide revenue for 
the operation of its wastewater system and facilities and to distribute, proportionately, the 
cost of, acquisition, construction, installation and replacement of the District’s wastewater 
facilities and other capital assets to the Parcel Owners. 
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301.3 Types of Capacity Charges 
 

The District may impose the following types of Capacity Charges: (1) Treatment 
Plant Capacity Charge; (2) Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge; and (3) Local Sewer Capacity 
Charge. 

 
301.4 Application of Capacity Charges 

 
a. Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Section, the District imposes 

one-time, non-discriminatory Capacity Charges on Parcel Owners as a condition 
of the District permitting those Parcel Owners to establish a new sewer 
connection or to expand the use of an existing sewer connection. 

 
b. Exempt ADUs. An ADU is exempt from the District's Capacity Charges if the 

ADU is any of the following ADUs described in 301.4(b)(1), (2), or (3) below and 
meets the requirements of 301.4(b)(4): 

 
1. An interior ADU that is located within an existing residential dwelling 

 
2. An ADU created by converting an existing accessory structure located on 

the property where the conversion does not require an expansion of the 
existing accessory structure of more than 150 square feet; or 

3. A junior ADU, as defined in Section 101.1o of this Code and in 
Government Code§ 65852.22(h)(1); and 

 
4. The ADU has exterior access and adequate setbacks sufficient for fire and 

safety as set forth in Government Code §65852.2(e)(1)(A). 
 

c. ADUs Subject to Proportional Capacity Charges and Connection Fees. 
    An ADU is subject to the District's Capacity Charges set forth herein if it does not meet 

the exempt conditions in 301.4(b) above. If the ADU is subject to the District's connection 
fees, the District shall impose a connection fee on the ADU proportional to the ADU's 
burden on the District's wastewater system. The ADU Connection Fee shall be calculated 
by counting the number of drainage fixture units (DFUs) in the proposed ADU and dividing 
the number of counted DFUs in the proposed ADU by the District's applicable Capacity 
Unit for a Single Dwelling Unit (25 DFUs) and multiply this ratio by the District's current 
capacity charge and connection fee. 

 
 

301.5 Use of Capacity Charge Revenues 
 

The District may use Capacity Charge revenues to pay for the operation and 
maintenance of wastewater facilities in existence at the time the charge is imposed or to 
pay for new wastewater facilities to be constructed in the future, provided those facilities 
benefit the property being charged and the charges do not exceed the reasonable cost of 
the service provided. 

 
The District may use revenues derived from Capacity Charges for the acquisition, 

construction and reconstruction of the District’s wastewater collection, treatment and 
disposal facilities; to repay principal and interest on debt instruments; or to repay federal 
or state loans for the construction and reconstruction of said sewer facilities, together with 



3 - 3  

costs of administration and provisions for necessary reserves. 
 

301.6 Payment of Capacity Charge Required 
 

Payment of applicable Capacity Charges is required, and no Parcel Owner may 
establish a new sewer connection or expand use of an existing sewer connection without 
first paying all applicable Capacity Charges in full. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
District may, in accordance with applicable provisions of this Code, enter into an 
agreement with a Parcel Owner for the deferred payment of required Capacity Charges. 
(Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
301.7 Time of Payment 

 
Parcel Owners seeking a New Sewer Connection or expanded use of an existing 

sewer connection must pay all applicable Capacity Charges (or make other financial 
arrangements for payment) prior to the District approving or issuing a “will-serve letter.” 

 
301.8 Amount of Payment 

 
Capacity Charges shall be paid in accordance with the charges effective on the 

date that a “will-serve letter” is issued. 
 
301.9. Person Responsible 

 
A Parcel Owner or Customer seeking a new sewer service connection or expanded 

use of an existing sewer connection shall be the person solely responsible for payment of 
applicable Capacity Charges. It is the duty of each Parcel Owner or Customer to ascertain 
from the District the amount and due date of any Capacity Charge applicable to the 
property or parcel and pay the appropriate District charge or fees when due and payable. 
Each Parcel Owner or Customer shall be responsible for informing the District within sixty 
(60) days of any changes in circumstances that might result in a change in the amount of 
the applicable District charge or fee for sewer services. This requirement shall also apply 
to those Parcel Owners who either have or are planning to have an attached or standalone 
Accessory Dwelling Unit on their parcel or property as defined in Chapter 1, Section 
101.10, Definitions. 

 
301.10 Effect of Capacity Charge Payment 

 
 

Upon a Parcel Owner’s payment (or an agreement to pay) of required Capacity 
Charges, sewer system capacity is assigned to a Parcel (“Assigned Capacity”). Once 
assigned, the sewer system capacity becomes appurtenant to the Parcel, and is not 
transferable other than by conveyance to a new parcel owner through the sale or transfer 
of the subject Parcel. 

 
If the District determines that the Assigned Capacity for a Parcel is less than the 

capacity required to serve that Parcel, the Parcel’s current Owner shall be responsible for 
paying (or arranging to pay) additional Capacity Charges to increase Assigned Capacity 
to the required level. The failure of a Parcel Owner’s predecessor-in-interest’s to pay for 
sufficient capacity to serve a Parcel shall not relieve a current Parcel Owner of this 
responsibility. 
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The District may employ any remedy available in law or in equity to require a Parcel 
Owner to pay for (or agree to pay for) sufficient Assigned Capacity for a Parcel. 
Additionally, the District may, after notice and hearing, disconnect any Parcel from the 
District’s Sewer System for which Assigned Capacity is insufficient. (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
301.11 Treatment Plant Capacity Charge 

 
. The Treatment Plant Capacity Charge equals a Parcel’s proportionate share of 

the total replacement cost of unused treatment plant capacity in existence at the time the 
charge is imposed and is, therefore, proportionate to the benefit received by that Parcel. 

 
301.11.1 Residential Use 

 
For residential uses, the Treatment Plant Capacity Charge 

is based on each Capacity Unit or each Single Dwelling Unit on a Parcel.. 
 

301.11.2 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous 
Uses Under 25,000 Gallons Per Day (GPD) 

 
For commercial industrial, institutional or miscellaneous 

uses generating less than 25,000 gallons of wastewater flow per day, a 
Treatment Plant Capacity Charge shall be paid for each Capacity Unit 
associated with those uses or one Capacity Unit corresponding to every 
twenty-five (25) Fixture Units (or any portion thereof) attributed to a Parcel. 

 
In determining number of Fixture Units, fixtures shall be 

defined according to the current International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials uniform Plumbing Code, except no additional credit 
shall be given for low-flow fixtures. 

 
301.11.3 Recreational Vehicle Parks 
For Recreational Vehicle Parks, the number of Capacity Units to be 
assigned shall be calculated as follows: (i) One (1) Capacity Unit for every 
twenty-five (25) Fixture Units (or portions thereof) located on the Parcel and 
related to permanent facilities such as washrooms, laundry rooms, 
recreational halls and playgrounds, stores, and snack bars; (ii) One-half 
(0.5) Capacity Unit for each Recreational Vehicle Space which may not be 
leased, rented or occupied for a period exceeding thirty (30) consecutive 
days; and, (iii) one (1) Capacity Unit for each Recreational Vehicle Space 
which may be leased, rented or occupied for a period of thirty (30) 
consecutive days or more. (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
301.11.4 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous 

Uses Equal to or Greater than 25,000 Gallons Per Day 
(GPD) 

 
For commercial, industrial, institutional or miscellaneous uses generating 
25,000 gallons of wastewater flow per day or more, a Treatment Plant 
Capacity Charge shall be paid for each Capacity Unit. One Capacity Unit 
shall be assigned for each two hundred (200) GPD of projected 
wastewater flow. 
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301.11.5.       Mixed Use Structures 
 
The Treatment Plant Capacity Charge for a structure used for both 
residential and non-residential purposes (“Mixed Use Structure”) shall be 
the sum of the applicable Treatment Plant Capacity Charges for each 
separate use. A Parcel Owner’s failure to comply with any applicable 
building and zoning regulations shall not relieve that Parcel Owner from 
responsibility for the payment of Treatment Plant Capacity Charges based 
upon the residential and non-residential uses of the structure. 
 
The General Manager may waive the Treatment Plant Capacity Charge 
for that portion of a Mixed Use Structure that is used for non-residential 
use if it is determined that all of the following conditions are satisfied: (1) 
The residential and non-residential portions of the structure are in the 
possession of and occupied by the same person or person(s); (2) the 
non-residential use of the structure is incidental and secondary to the 
structure’s residential use, which shall include, without limitation, home 
offices, live-work quarters, hobby shops, and art or craft studio spaces; 
(3) the structure is primarily used for non-residential purposes by the 
same person or persons who use the structure for residential purposes; 
and, (4) members of the public do not regularly access the structure 
for any non-residential purpose. 

 
The General Manager may exempt a Mixed-Use Structure from either 
Treatment Plant Capacity Charges for residential use or non- residential 
use based on a determination of the structure’s “predominant use.” In 
making that determination, the General Manager may require a Parcel 
Owner to submit a study conducted by a licensed engineer establishing 
the “predominant use” of the structure based on factors such as the 
source, flow and quality of the structure’s wastewater discharge, land use 
classification, zoning, and any other information that may be relevant to 
establishing the structure’s predominant use. 

 
The final determination as to how a given Mixed Use Structure’s 
Treatment Plant Capacity Charges should be calculated shall be made in 
the sole and absolute discretion of the General Manager based on all 
relevant information in the administrative record on this matter. (Ord. 75, 
2015) 

 
301.12 Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge 

 
. The Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge is calculated by dividing the total replacement 

cost of the District’s Trunk Sewer facilities in existence at the time the charge is imposed 
by the total Capacity Units accessing or benefitting from those trunk sewer facilities. 
Accordingly, the Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge equals each Parcel’s proportionate share 
of the total replacement cost of the District’s existing Trunk Sewer facilities and is, 
therefore, proportionate to the benefit received by that Parcel. 

 
301.12.1 Residential Use. 

 
For residential uses, the Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge is based upon 
each Capacity Unit or each Single Dwelling Unit on a Parcel which equals 
a Capacity Unit. 
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301.12.2 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous 

Uses Under 25,000 Gallons Per Day (GPD) 
 

For commercial industrial, institutional or miscellaneous uses generating 
less than 25,000 gallons of wastewater flow per day, a Trunk Sewer 
Capacity Charge shall be paid for each Capacity Unit. One Capacity Unit 
shall be assigned for every twenty-five (25) Fixture Units (or any portion 
thereof) attributed to a Parcel. 

 
In determining number of Fixture Units, fixtures shall be defined according 
to the current International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical 
Officials uniform Plumbing Code, except no additional credit shall be 
given for low-flow fixtures. 

 
For Recreational Vehicle Parks only, the number of Capacity Units to be 
assigned shall be calculated as follows: (i) One (1) Capacity Unit for every 
twenty-five (25) Fixture Units (or portions thereof) located on the Parcel 
and related to permanent facilities such as washrooms, laundry rooms, 
recreational halls and playgrounds, stores, and snack bars; (ii) One-half 
(.5) Capacity Unit for each Recreational Vehicle Space which may not be 
leased or rented for a period exceeding thirty (30) consecutive days; and, 
(iii) one (1) Capacity Unit for each Recreational Vehicle Space which may 
be leased, rented or occupied for a period equal to or exceeding thirty (30) 
consecutive days. (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
301.12.3 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous 

Uses Equal to or Greater than 25,000 Gallons Per Day 
(GPD) 

 
For commercial, industrial, institutional or miscellaneous uses generating 
25,000 gallons of wastewater flow per day or more, a Trunk Sewer 
Capacity Charge shall be paid for each Capacity Unit. One Capacity Unit 
shall be assigned for each two hundred (200) GPD of projected 
wastewater flow. 

 
301.12.4. Mixed Use Structures 

 
The Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge for a structure used for both residential 
and non-residential purposes (“Mixed Use Structure”) shall be the sum of 
the applicable Trunk Sewer Capacity Charges for each separate use. A 
Parcel Owner’s failure to comply with any applicable building and zoning 
regulations shall not relieve that Parcel Owner from responsibility for the 
payment of Trunk Sewer Capacity Charges based upon the residential 
and non-residential uses of the structure. 

 
The General Manager is authorized to waive the Trunk Sewer Capacity 
Charge for that portion of a Mixed Use Structure that is used for non-
residential use if it is determined that all of the following conditions are 
satisfied: (1) The residential and non-residential portions of the structure 
are in the possession of and occupied by the same person or person(s); 
(2) the non-residential use of the structure is incidental and secondary to 
the structure’s residential use, which shall include, without limitation, 
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home offices, live-work quarters, hobby shops, and art or craft studio 
spaces; (3) the structure is primarily used for non-residential purposes by 
the same person or persons who use the structure for residential 
purposes; and, (4) members of the public do not regularly access the 
structure for any non-residential purpose. 

 
The General Manager is authorized to exempt a Mixed-Use Structure 
from either Trunk Sewer Capacity Charges for residential use or non-
residential use based on a determination of the structure’s “predominant 
use.” In making that determination, the General Manager may require a 
Parcel Owner to submit a study conducted by a licensed engineer 
establishing the “predominant use” of the structure based on factors such 
as the source, flow and quality of the structure’s wastewater discharge, 
land use classification, zoning, and any other information that may be 
relevant to establishing the structure’s predominant use. The final 
determination as to how a given Mixed Use Structure’s Trunk Sewer 
Capacity Charges are calculated shall be made in the sole and absolute 
discretion of the General Manager using all relevant information in the 
administrative record on this matter. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
301.13 Local Sewer Capacity Charge 

 
The Local Sewer Capacity Charge is calculated by dividing the total replacement cost of 
the District’s Local Sewer facilities in existence at the time the charge is imposed by the 
total capacity units accessing or benefitting from those local sewer facilities. Accordingly, 
the Local Sewer Capacity Charge equals a Parcel’s proportionate share of the total 
replacement cost of the District’s existing Local Sewer facilities and is, therefore, 
proportionate to the benefit received by that Parcel. Payment of the Local Sewer Capacity 
Charge with construction of a local sewer line is covered in Section 301.17. 

 
301.13.1 Residential Use 

 
For residential uses, a Local Sewer Capacity Charge is based 

on each Capacity Unit or each Single Dwelling Unit on a Parcel which 
equals a Capacity Unit. 

 
301.13.2 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous Uses 

under 25,000 Gallons Per Day (GPD) 
 

For commercial industrial, institutional or miscellaneous uses 
generating less than 25,000 gallons of wastewater flow per day, a Local 
Sewer Capacity Charge shall be paid for each Capacity Unit. One Capacity 
Unit shall be assigned for every twenty-five (25) Fixture Units (or any 
portion thereof) attributed to a Parcel. 

 
In determining number of Fixture Units, fixtures shall be defined 

according to the current International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Official’s Uniform Plumbing Code, except no additional credit 
shall be given for low-flow fixtures. 

 
For Recreational Vehicle Parks only, the number of Capacity 

Units to be assigned shall be calculated as follows: (i) One (1) Capacity 
Unit for every twenty-five (25) Fixture Units (or portions thereof) located on 



3 - 8  

the Parcel and related to permanent facilities such as washrooms, laundry 
rooms, recreational halls and playgrounds, stores, and snack bars; (ii) 
One-half (.5) Capacity Unit for each Recreational Vehicle Space which 
may not be leased, rented or occupied for a period exceeding thirty (30) 
consecutive days; and, (iii) one (1) Capacity Unit for each Recreational 
Vehicle Space which may be leased, rented or occupied for a period equal 
to or exceeding thirty (30) consecutive days. (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
301.13.3 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous Uses 

Equal to or Greater than 25,000 Gallons Per Day (GPD) 
 

For commercial, industrial, institutional or miscellaneous uses 
generating 25,000 gallons of wastewater flow per day or more, A Local 
Sewer Capacity Charge shall be paid for each Capacity Unit. One Capacity 
Unit shall be assigned for each two hundred (200) GPD of projected 
wastewater flow. 

 
301.13.4. Mixed Use Structures 

 
The Local Sewer Capacity Charge for a structure used for both 

residential and non-residential purposes (“Mixed Use Structure”) shall be 
the sum of the applicable Treatment Plant Capacity Charges for each 
separate use. A Parcel Owner’s failure to comply with any applicable 
building and zoning regulations shall not relieve that Parcel Owner from 
responsibility for the payment of Local Sewer Capacity Charges based 
upon the residential and non-residential uses of the structure. 

 
The General Manager may waive the Local Sewer Capacity 

Charge for that portion of a Mixed Use Structure that is used for non- 
residential use if it is determined that all of the following conditions are 
satisfied: (1) The residential and non-residential portions of the structure 
are in the possession of and occupied by the same person or person(s); 
(2) the non-residential use of the structure is incidental and secondary to 
the structure’s residential use, which include, without limitation, home 
offices, live-work quarters, hobby shops, and art or craft studio spaces; (3) 
the structure is primarily used for non-residential purposes by the same 
person or persons who use the structure for residential purposes; and, (4) 
members of the public do not regularly access the structure for any non- 
residential purpose. 

 
The General Manager is authorized to exempt a Mixed Use 

Structure from either Local Sewer Capacity Charges for residential use or 
non-residential use based on a determination of the Mixed Use Structure’s 
“predominant use.” In making that “predominant use” determination, the 
General Manager may require a Parcel Owner to submit a study conducted 
by a licensed engineer establishing the “predominant use” of the structure 
based on factors such as the source, flow and quality of the structure’s 
wastewater discharge, land use classification, zoning, and any other 
information that may be relevant to establishing the structure’s predominant 
use. 

 
The final determination as to how a given Mixed Use Structure’s 

Local Sewer Capacity Charges should be calculated shall be made in the 
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sole and absolute discretion of the General Manager based on all relevant 
information in the administrative record on this matter. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
301.14 Establishment of Capacity Charges 

 
The Treatment Plant Capacity Charge, Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge and Local 

Sewer Capacity Charge shall be in the amounts set forth in Appendix B of this Chapter. 
The Capacity Charges set forth in Appendix B of this Chapter are subject to amendment 
by Board action in accordance with applicable law. 

 
Adjustment of Capacity Charges 

 
Capacity Charges are subject to annual adjustments on each July 1 following the 

effective date of this Code. On or about May of each year, or more often if determined 
necessary, the District General Manager shall review the estimated cost and value of 
District capital improvements, the continued need for additional capital improvements, and 
the reasonable relationship between such need and any new service connections which 
may benefit from the improvements or facilities for which this fee is charged. The General 
Manager shall report his findings to the Board of Directors at a noticed public hearing and 
recommend any adjustments to the Capacity Charges set forth in this Code or other action 
as may be needed. As appropriate, such adjustments shall be made by the Board of 
Directors by ordinance, based upon appropriate findings. 

 
When determining any adjustment to Capacity Charges, the General Manager 

shall use as guidance the March-to-March percentage change in the Engineering News 
Record (ENR) Los Angeles Area Construction Cost Index. The General Manager may also 
take into account any other factors deemed appropriate for the given circumstances at the 
particular time of the adjustment. 

 
301.15 Right to Administrative Review 

 
Any Parcel Owner subject to Capacity Charges may, in accordance with the 

procedures set forth in Chapter 9, Section 917, request review of any decision by District 
staff related to imposition of those capacity charges. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
301.16 Local Sewer Construction Agreement 

 
A Parcel Owner who, pursuant to a duly executed agreement with the District, pays 

the full cost and expense of constructing a Local Sewer line to serve that Owner’s Parcel, 
shall not be required to pay the applicable Local Sewer Capacity Charge. Upon that Parcel 
Owner’s payment of the costs and expenses of constructing a Local Sewer line to serve 
that Owner’s Parcel, that Parcel Owner shall be entitled to all rights and privileges 
associated with the payment of the applicable Local Sewer Capacity Charge. 

 
301.17 Capacity Charges Refund 

 
A current Parcel Owner may wish to permanently disconnect a Parcel [or Capacity 

Unit(s)] from the District’s sewer system. In such cases, the District may, in its sole 
discretion, decide to refund corresponding Capacity Charges. The District’s decision to 
refund, and the amount of that refund, shall be rendered on a case-by-case basis. If 
Capacity Charges are refunded, the amount refunded shall be equal to the Capacity 
Charges originally paid with respect to the subject Parcel. 
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301.18 Alternative Capacity Charge Collection Procedure. 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, and as an alternative to, and not 
in limitation of, any other lawful collection procedures, the District may, in accordance with 
Health and Safety Code Section 5474 et seq., as that Section may be amended or 
superseded: (1) provide for the payment of any Connection Fees and Capacity Charges 
required by this Chapter in installments; (2) provide for the rate of interest on such 
installments; and (3) provide that the amount of the fees or charges and the interest 
thereon shall constitute a lien against the Parcel which is connected to the District’s 
facilities . (Ord. 67, 2011) 

 
301.19 Deferred Payment of Capacity Charges 

 
At the sole and absolute discretion of the District Board, the District and a Parcel 

Owner may, in accordance with Health and Safety Code Section 5474 et seq., this Section 
and Section 301.21, enter into a written “Agreement for Deferred Payment of Ojai Valley 
Sanitary District Capacity Charges” (“Agreement”) that: (1) provides for the payment of 
Connection Fees and Capacity Charges required by this Chapter in installments; (2) 
provides for the rate of interest on such installments; and (3) provides that the amount of 
the installments and the interest thereon shall constitute a lien against the Parcel which is 
connected to the District’s. 

 
Any Agreement shall: (1) require that the Parcel Owner make an initial annual 

installment payment directly to the District upon execution of the Agreement; (2) require 
that all subsequent annual installments be paid at the time and in the manner specified in 
Health and Safety Code Section 5474 et seq.; and (3) be recorded in the Official Records 
of the County of Ventura, California. 

 
A Parcel Owner may not simultaneously be party to more than one Agreement. 

 
Except as provided in Section 301.21, no Agreement shall defer payment of more 

than two (2) Capacity Units. 
 

A Parcel Owner desiring to enter into an Agreement may be required to provide 
the District with personal and property related information. The information required shall 
be determined by the District General Manager on a case-by-case basis, and may include, 
without limitation, Parcel Owner credit history, preliminary title reports and development 
plans and specifications. All costs to provide said information shall be borne by the Parcel 
Owner. 

 
Where the District Board elects to exercise its discretion to enter into an 

Agreement, the number of installments and rate of interest on such installments set forth 
in the Agreement shall be based on the Parcel Owner’s choice of one of the following 
alternative payment schedules: (Ord. 67, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
301.19.1 Alternative Payment Schedule One 

 
Payment of all applicable Connection Fees and Capacity Charges 

in installments over a period of five (5) years at zero percent (0%) annual 
interest rate. (Ord. 67, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) 
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301.19.2 Alternative Payment Schedule Two 
 

Payment of all applicable Connection Fees and Capacity Charges 
in installments over a period of ten (10) years at five percent (5%) annual 
interest rate. (Ord. 67, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
Alternative Payment Schedule Three 

 
Payment of all applicable Connection Fees and Capacity Charges 

in installments over a period of fifteen (15) years at seven percent (7%) 
annual interest rate. (Ord. 67, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
301.20 Deferred Payment of More Than Two Capacity Units 

 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, the District shall not enter into 

any “Agreement for Deferred Payment of Ojai Valley Sanitary District Capacity Charges” 
(“Agreement”) which defers payment of more than ten (10) Capacity Units. 

 
A Parcel Owner who is not party to another Agreement may, in accordance with 

this Section submit a written request to enter into an Agreement which defers payment of 
more than two (2) but less than or equal to ten (10) Capacity Units. 

 
The written request shall be in a form approved by the District General Manager. 

The information required for a written request shall be determined by the District General 
Manager on a case-by-case basis. Required information may include, without limitation, 
Parcel Owner credit history, preliminary title reports and development plans and 
specifications. All costs to provide information shall be borne by the Parcel Owner. 

 
Based upon the information provided, the General Manager shall prepare a staff 

report and recommendation for Board consideration. The Board may, in its sole and 
absolute discretion, approve or deny the Parcel Owner’s request for deferred payment. 
The decision of the Board to approve or deny the request shall be final. 

 
If approved, the District and a Parcel Owner may, in accordance with Health and 

Safety Code Section 5474 et seq., enter into a written Agreement that (1) provides for 
the payment of Connection Fees and Capacity Charges required by this Chapter in 
installments, (2) provides for the rate of interest on such installments, and (3) provides 
that the amount of the installments and the interest thereon shall constitute a lien against 
the Parcel to which the District’s facilities are connected. 

 
The Agreement shall provide that, following a specified initial payment, the Parcel 

Owner shall pay the remaining balance due in equal annual installments at the time and 
in the manner specified in Health and Safety Code Section 5474 et seq. The number of 
installments and rate of interest on such installments set forth in the Agreement shall be 
based on the Parcel Owner’s choice of one of the alternative payment schedules set forth 
in Sections 301.20.1, 301.20.2 or 301.20.3. 

 
Any Agreement which defers payment of more than two (2) but less than or equal 

to ten (10) Capacity Units shall require that the Parcel Owner’s initial installment payment 
be made directly to the District in an amount equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
total Capacity Charges subject to the Agreement, regardless of the Parcel Owner’s 
choice of payment schedules. Following payment of the initial installment, the remaining 
balance shall be amortized in equal installments over the applicable term. (Ord. 69, 2012) 
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SECTION 302 Sewer Service Charges & Fees for Sewer System-Related 
Services 

 
302.1 Background Considerations 

 
The District Board relies upon certain findings in imposing Sewer Service 

Charges and fees for sewer system-related services including, without limitation, the 
following: 

 
302.1.1 The Sewer Service Charges and fees for sewer system-related 

services imposed by the District do not exceed the cost of providing sewer 
services for which the charges are imposed. 

 
302.1.2 Revenues derived from the Sewer Service Charges and fees for 

sewer system-related services imposed by the District are not used by the 
District for any purposes other than the provision of the District’s sewer 
services. 

 
302.1.3 The Sewer Service Charges and fees for sewer system-related 

services imposed by the District are for sewer services and sewer system- 
related services actually used by or immediately available to Parcel 
Owners. 

 
302.1.4 The Sewer Service Charges and fees for sewer system-related 

services imposed by the District are not imposed as a condition of approval 
of a development project, as defined in California Government Code 
Section 66001 and have been approved by the District Board of Directors 
in accordance with applicable provisions of law, including California 
Constitution Article XIIID. 

 
302.1.5 The Sewer Service Charges and fees for sewer system-related 

services imposed by the District are non-discriminatory as applied to all 
users of the District’s sewer system, and are established upon a rational 
basis. 

 
302.2 Purpose and Use of Sewer Service Charges & Sewer System-Related 

Service Fees 
 

The purpose of Sewer Service Charges and Sewer System-Related Service Fees 
is to raise revenue for a variety of lawful purposes including, without limitation: 
construction, reconstruction, maintenance and operation of sewage collection, wastewater 
treatment and disposal facilities; repayments of principal and interest on debt instruments; 
repayment of federal and state loans issued for the construction and reconstruction of 
District facilities; recovery of costs associated with administration; provision of necessary 
reserves; and recovery of costs associated with all regulatory administration and 
laboratory services related to the industrial dischargers, source control permittees, and 
other users of the District’s systems. The only purpose for which revenues derived from 
District Sewer Service Charges and Sewer System-Related Service Fees may not be used 
is the acquisition or construction of additional Local Sewers which are an augmentation to 
an existing sewer system. 
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302.3 Application 
 

This Code imposes Sewer Service Charges and fees for sewer system-related 
services upon Parcel Owners as a condition of the District providing sewer service. 

 
302.4 Collection 

 
302.4.1 Collection of Sewer Service Charges 

 
Sewer Service Charges set forth in this Code may be collected in 

accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter 3, Section 303. (Ord. 
75, 2015) 

 
302.4.2 Collection of Fees for Sewer System-Related Services 

 
Fees for Sewer System-Related Services established as required 

by this Code may be collected in accordance with the procedures set forth 
in Chapter 3, Section 303. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
302.5 Person Responsible 

 
All Sewer Service Charges and fees for sewer system-related services shall be the 

responsibility of the Owner of the Parcel served or Customer. It shall be the responsibility 
of the Parcel Owner to notify the District within 60 days of any changes in the billing 
address, change in the type of discharge, building improvements affecting the use of the 
Parcel or adding extra dwelling units to the property or any other change in circumstances 
that might result in a change in the amount of an applicable charge or fee. It is the duty 
of each Owner to ascertain from the District the amount and due date of any applicable 
Sewer Service Charge or fee for sewer system-related services related to the Parcel and 
pay the charge and/or fee when due and payable. 

 
302.6 Computation of Debt Service Surcharge 

 
The Debt Service Surcharge, which is a component of Sewer Service Charges or 

Fees for Sewer System-Related Services (see Appendix C), may be computed using 
formulas set forth in the District’s current adopted budget. The Debt Service Surcharge for 
a given Parcel depends upon the land use on the Parcel: 

 
302.6.1 Residential Use 

 
The Debt Service Surcharge for residential Parcels is calculated by 

multiplying the total Capacity Units associated with the Parcel by the 
applicable Debt Service Surcharge. 

 
302.6.2 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous Uses 
Under 25,000 GPD 

 
The Debt Service Surcharge for non-residential Parcels generating 

less than twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per day (GPD) of 
wastewater flow is calculated by multiplying the total Capacity Units for the 
Parcel by the applicable Debt Service Surcharge. For purposes of 
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calculating Debt Service Surcharge, the total Capacity Units for a Parcel 
shall be based on the current number of Capacity Units attributed to the 
Parcel. 

 
302.6.3 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous Uses 
Equal to or Greater than 25,000 GPD 

 
The Debt Service Surcharge for non-residential Parcels generating 

twenty-five thousand (25,000) GPD or more of wastewater flow is 
calculated by multiplying the total Capacity Units for the Parcel by the 
applicable Debt Service Surcharge. For purposes of calculating Debt 
Service Surcharge, the total Capacity Units for a Parcel shall be based on 
the current number of Capacity Units attributed to the Parcel. 

 
302.6.4 Mixed Use Structures 

 
The Debt Service Surcharge for a structure used for both residential 

and non-residential purposes (“Mixed Use Structure”) shall be the sum of 
the applicable Debt Service Surcharge for each separate use. A Parcel 
Owner’s failure to comply with applicable building and zoning regulations 
shall not relieve that Parcel Owner from responsibility for the payment of 
Debt Service Surcharges based upon the residential and non-residential 
uses of the structure. 

 
The General Manager is authorized to waive the Debt Service 

Surcharge for that portion of a Mixed Use Structure that is used for non- 
residential use upon a determination that all of the following conditions are 
satisfied: (1) The residential and non-residential portions of the structure 
are in the possession of and occupied by the same person or person(s); 
(2) the non-residential use of the structure is incidental and secondary to 
the structure’s residential use. [Examples of non-residential uses that may 
be incidental and secondary to a structure’s residential use include, without 
limitation, home offices, live-work quarters, hobby shops, and art or craft 
studio spaces.]; (3) the structure is primarily used for non-residential 
purposes by the same person or persons who use the structure for 
residential purposes; and, (4) members of the public do not regularly 
access the structure for any non-residential purpose. 

 
The General Manager is authorized to exempt a Mixed Use 

Structure from either Debt Service Surcharges for residential use or non- 
residential use based on a determination of the structure’s “predominant 
use.” In making that determination, the General Manager may require a 
Parcel Owner to submit a study conducted by a licensed engineer 
establishing the “predominant use” of the structure based on factors such 
as the source, flow and quality of the structure’s wastewater discharge, 
land use classification, zoning, and any other information that may be 
relevant to establishing the structure’s predominant use. 
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The final determination as to how a given Mixed Use Structure’s 
Debt Service Surcharge should be calculated shall be made in the sole and 
absolute discretion of the General Manager based on all relevant 
information. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
302.7 Computation of Sewer Service Charges 

 
Residential and non-residential Sewer Service Charges shall be computed in 

accordance with this section. 
 

302.7.1 Residential Use 
 

The Sewer Service Charge for residential Parcels is 
calculated by multiplying the Basic Sewer Charge (see Appendix C) by the 
Parcel’s total Service Units and then adding the Parcel’s Debt Service 
Surcharge. The total Service Units for a given residential Parcel equals the 
number of Single Dwelling Units located on that Parcel multiplied by the 
factor set forth in the following table: (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
 

Group No. 
 

Category 
 

Factor 
 

Description* 

 
I 

 
Residential 

 
1.0 

• Single Dwelling Unit 
• Multi-Family Manufactured or 

Mobile Home 
• Manufactured Home 
• Mobile Home 
• Accessory Dwelling Unit 

*See Chapter 1 of this Code for definitions. 
 

302.7.1.1 Adjustments 
 

302.7.1.1.1 Where a Parcel Owner has paid required Capacity 
Charges, but has not yet constructed any portion of a private 
lateral to the Parcel that would complete the connection of the 
Parcel to the District Sewer System, the Parcel Owner shall be 
required to pay Sewer Service Charges calculated as follows: 
Seventy-five percent (75%) of the Basic Sewer Service Charge 
plus one hundred percent (100%) of the Debt Service 
Surcharge set forth in this Code. In this case only, the Basic 
Sewer Service Charge shall be based on the unused Capacity 
Unit attributable to the Parcel instead of the Service Unit 
attributable to the Parcel. 

 
302.7.1.1.2 When a Parcel Owner has paid the required 
Capacity Charges and any portion of a private lateral to the 
Parcel is constructed, the Parcel Owner shall pay Sewer 
Service Charges calculated as follows: (1) For each Single 
Dwelling Unit actually constructed on the Parcel, the Parcel 



3 - 16  

Owner shall pay full Sewer Service Charges; (2) For any unused 
Capacity Units attributable to the Parcel, the Parcel Owner shall 
pay seventy-five percent (75%) of the Basic Sewer Service 
Charge, which shall be based on the unused Capacity Unit 
instead of on the Service Unit, plus one hundred percent (100%) 
of the Debt Service Surcharge set forth in this Code. 

 
302.7.2 Commercial, Industrial or Miscellaneous Uses Under 25,000 
GPD 

 
The Sewer Service Charge for non-residential Parcels generating 

less than twenty-five thousand (25,000) GPD is calculated by multiplying 
the Basic Sewer Service Charge by the Parcel’s total Service Units and 
then adding the Parcel’s Debt Service Surcharge. The total Service Units 
for a given Parcel equals the number of groups of twenty-five (25) Fixture 
Units (or any portion thereof) located on the Parcel multiplied by the 
applicable factor set forth in the following table. 

 
In determining number of Fixture Units, fixtures shall be defined 

according to the current International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials Uniform Plumbing Code, except no additional credit 
shall be given for low-flow fixtures. 

 
 

 
Group No. 

 
Category 

 
Factor 

 
Description 

 
 

II 

 
 

Low Strength Commercial 

 
 

1.0 

• Barber/Beauty Shops 
• Business/Professional Office 
• Car Washes 
• Hospital/Convalescent Homes 
• Laundromats 
• Retail & Department Stores 
• Service & Repair Shops 

 
 

III 

 
 

Medium Strength Commercial 

 
 

1.1 

• Auto Service & Repair 
• Bars/Taverns without Dining 
• Dry Cleaners/Laundries 
• Hotel/Motel without Restaurant 
• Machine/Welding Shops 
• Veterinarian/Pet Shops, 

Kennels 
 
 

IV 

 
 
High Strength Commercial 

 
 

1.9 

• Bakeries 
• Hotel/Motels with Restaurants 
• Markets 
• Mortuaries (Funeral Homes) 
• Restaurants 
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V 

 
 

Institutional 

 
 

1.0 

• Churches (Religious Orgs.) 
• Membership Orgs. 
• Multi-Use Camps and Orgs. 
• Schools (including churches 

with preschool) 
• Social Services/Parks 
• Theaters 
• Recreational Vehicle Parks 

* See Appendix A of this Chapter for the North American Industry Classification System 
(NAICS) definitions. 

 
302.7.2.1 Adjustments 

 
302.7.2.1.1 Where a Parcel Owner has paid 
required Capacity Charges, but has not yet 
constructed any portion of a private lateral to the 
Parcel, the Parcel Owner shall be required to pay 
Sewer Service Charges calculated as follows: 
Seventy-five percent (75%) of the Basic Sewer 
Service Charge plus one hundred percent 
(100%) of the Debt Service Surcharge set forth 
in this Code, with the Basic Sewer Service 
Charge being imposed per unused Capacity Unit 
attributable to the Parcel and not per Service 
Unit. 

 
302.7.2.1.2 Where a Parcel Owner has paid 
required Capacity Charges and any portion of a 
private lateral to the Parcel is constructed, the 
Parcel Owner shall pay sewer service charges 
calculated as follows: The Parcel Owner shall 
pay the full Sewer Service Charge for each 
group of twenty-five (25) fixture units (or any 
portion thereof) actually installed on the Parcel. 
For any unused Capacity Units attributable to the 
Parcel, the Parcel Owner shall pay seventy-five 
percent (75%) of the Basic Sewer Service 
Charge plus one hundred percent (100%) of the 
Debt Service Surcharge set forth in this Code, 
with the Basic Sewer Service Charge being 
imposed per unused Capacity Unit and not per 
Service Unit. 
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Service Units = Measured GPD* x [0.454 + (Measured BOD** x 0.285) + (Measured SS*** x 

0.261)] 
200 GPD 170 mg/l 200 mg/l 

302.7.3 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional or Miscellaneous Uses 
Generating 25,000 GPD or More 

 
The Sewer Service Charge for non-residential Parcels generating 

twenty-five thousand (25,000) GPD or more, is the sum of the Basic Sewer 
Service Charge multiplied by the Parcel’s total Service Units and the 
Parcel’s Debt Service Surcharge. The total Service Units for a given Parcel 
equals the product of the measured wastewater flow generated by that 
Parcel and the measured strength of that flow. Total Service Units shall be 
calculated using the following equation, expressed to the tenth of a unit. 

 

*GPD = Gallons per Day 
** BOD = Biochemical Oxygen Demand 
*** SS = Suspended Solids 

 
 

302.7.3.1 Adjustments 
 

302.7.3.1.1 Where a Parcel Owner has paid 
required Capacity Charges, but has not yet 
constructed any portion of a private lateral to the 
Parcel, the Parcel Owner shall be required to pay 
Sewer Service Charges calculated as follows: 
Seventy-five percent (75%) of the Basic Sewer 
Service Charge and one hundred percent 
(100%) of the Debt Service Surcharge set forth 
in this Code, with the Basic Sewer Service 
Charge being imposed per unused Capacity Unit 
and not per Service Unit. 

 
302.7.3.1.2 Where a Parcel Owner has paid 
required Capacity Charges and any portion of a 
private lateral to the Parcel is constructed, the 
Parcel Owner shall pay Sewer Service Charges 
calculated as follows: The Parcel Owner shall 
pay the full Sewer Service Charges for any 
measured wastewater flow. For any unused 
Capacity Units attributable to the Parcel, the 
Parcel Owner shall pay seventy-five percent 
(75%) of the Basic Sewer Service Charge and 
one hundred percent (100%) of the Debt Service 
Surcharge set forth in this Code, with the Basic 
Sewer Service Charge being imposed per 
unused Capacity Unit and not per Service Unit. 
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302.7.4 Mixed Use Structures 
 

The Sewer Service Charges for a structure used for both 
residential and non-residential purposes (“Mixed Use Structure”) shall be the sum of the 
applicable Sewer Service Charges for each separate use. A Parcel Owner’s failure to 
comply with applicable building and zoning regulations shall not relieve that Parcel Owner 
from responsibility for the payment of Sewer Service Charges based upon the residential 
and non-residential uses of the structure. 

 
The General Manager is authorized to waive the Sewer Service 

Charge for that portion of a Mixed Use Structure that is used for non-residential use upon 
a determination that all of the following conditions are satisfied: (1) The residential and 
non-residential portions of the structure are in the possession of and occupied by the same 
person or person(s); (2) the non-residential use of the structure is incidental and 
secondary to the structure’s residential use. [Examples of non-residential uses that may 
be incidental and secondary to a structure’s residential use include, without limitation, 
home offices, live-work quarters, hobby shops, and art or craft studio spaces.]; (3) the 
structure is primarily used for non-residential purposes by the same person or persons 
who use the structure for residential purposes; and, (4) members of the public do not 
regularly access the structure for any non-residential purpose. 

 
The General Manager is authorized to exempt a Mixed Use 

Structure from either the Sewer Service Charge for residential use or non-residential use 
based on a determination of the structure’s “predominant use.” In making that 
determination, the General Manager may require a Parcel Owner to submit a study 
conducted by a licensed engineer establishing the “predominant use” of the structure 
based on factors such as the source, flow and quality of the structure’s wastewater 
discharge, land use classification, zoning, and any other information that may be relevant 
to establishing the structure’s predominant use. 

 
The final determination as to how a given Mixed Use 

Structure’s Sewer Service Charges should be calculated shall be made in the sole and 
absolute discretion of the General Manager based on all relevant information. (Ord. 75, 
2015) 

 
302.8 Establishment of Charges and Fees 

 
Upon a Parcel Owner’s payment of Capacity Charges, as required by this Code, 

sewer service is hereby deemed to be immediately available to the subject Parcel. 
Charges for sewer service and other fees for sewer system-related services shall be paid 
in accordance with the charges and fees effective on the date imposed. 

 
302.8.1 Basic Sewer Service Charge 

 
The District’s Basic Sewer Service Charges is hereby imposed on 

Owners of Parcels served by the District (or for whom sewer service is 
immediately available as defined in Section 302.8) and Owners of Parcels 
which, in any way, discharge sewage into the District’s sewer system. The 
District’s Basic Sewer Service Charges shall be in the amounts set forth in 
Appendix C of this Chapter. On each July 1 following the effective date of 
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this Code, the Basic Sewer Service Charges set forth in Appendix C of this 
Chapter may be amended by the Board in accordance with applicable law. 

 
302.8.2 Debt Service Surcharge 

 
The District’s Debt Service Surcharge is hereby imposed on 

Owners of Parcels served by the District (or for whom sewer service is 
immediately available as defined in 302.8) and Owners of Parcels which, 
in any way, discharge sewage into the District’s systems The District’s Debt 
Service Surcharge shall be in the amounts set forth in Appendix C of this 
Chapter. On each July 1 following the effective date of this Code, the Debt 
Service Surcharges set forth in Appendix C of this Chapter may be 
amended by the Board in accordance with applicable law. 

 
302.8.3 Sewer System-Related Service Fees 

 
Fees for sewer system-related services may be imposed by the 

District. Fees for Sewer System-Related Services shall be collected by and 
paid to the District in the manner authorized by applicable provisions of this 
Code, the California Government Code, the California Health and Safety 
Code or other applicable law. The District’s fees for sewer system-related 
services are set forth in Appendix D of this Chapter. On each July 1 
following the effective date of this Code, the District’s fees for sewer 
system-related services as set forth in Appendix D of this Chapter may be 
amended by the Board in accordance with applicable law. 

 
302.8.3.1 Types of Sewer System-Related Service Fees. 

 
The types of sewer service fees which may be established by 

the District include, without limitation, the following: (Ord. 71, 2013) 
 

302.8.3.1.1 Issuance of Permit, Sewer Availability Letter, 
Currently Being Served Letter and/or Will Serve Letter 

 
302.8.3.1.2 Plan Check Fee of Private Portion of Single Capacity 
Unit Sewer Plan or Change in Use Review & Site Visit 

 
302.8.3.1.3 Plan Check Fee for Public Sewer Improvements or 
Construction of Public Sewers in a Publicly Dedicated Street or in 
a Sewer Easement or Right-of-Way. 

 
302.8.3.1.4 Inspection Fee – Repair of Private Portion of Single & 
Multiple Residential, Commercial, Institutional, Industrial or 
Miscellaneous Sewer Facilities 

 
302.8.3.1.5 Inspection Fee – Private Portion of Single & Multiple 
Residential, Commercial, Institutional, Industrial or Miscellaneous 
Sewer Construction or Change-in-Use 

 
302.8.3.1.6 Inspection Fee – Public Sewer Improvement 
Construction; Public Sewer Improvements Constructed in a 
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Publicly Dedicated Street or in a Sewer Easement or Right-of- 
Way and Required to be Dedicated to the District as a Condition 
of Approval by the Governing Body of a Final Tract or Parcel Map. 

 
302.8.3.1.7 Annexation Fee. 

302.8.3.1.8 Returned Check Fee. 

302.8.3.1.9 Excess Flow Fee. 

302.8.3.1.10 Recording/Lien Processing Fee 
 

302.8.3.1.11 Annexation Mapping Deposit. 
 

302.8.3.1.12 Sewer Atlas Update Fee. 
 

302.8.3.1.13 Industrial & Commercial Pretreatment Permit & Site 
Inspection Fee. 

 
302.8.3.1.14 Special Use Permit Application Fee [see Chapter 6, 
Section 609] (Ord. 71, 2013) (Ord.75, 2015) 

 
302.8.4 Reimbursement for District Services 

 
A Parcel Owner or other party shall reimburse the District for all 

District costs related to services rendered by the District at the Parcel 
Owner’s or other party’s request. The District may collect any unreimbursed 
costs in the manner authorized by applicable provisions of this Code, the 
California Government Code, the California Health and Safety Code or 
other applicable law. The following District services may be requested by 
a Parcel Owner or other party subject to reimbursement: 

 
302.8.4.1 District Performed Line Cleaning of Private 
Collection Lines 

 
The District shall be reimbursed for all private 

collection lines cleaned by the District. The reimbursement shall 
include all District costs for such cleaning, including, without 
limitation, manpower and equipment costs. 

 
 

302.8.4.2 District Performed Repair of Private Connections or 
Laterals to District Sewage Collection Lines 

 
The District shall be reimbursed for all costs 

associated with the repair of private connections to District 
collection lines and/or other corrective work necessary to abate 
or correct any violations of the District code. 
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302.8.4.3 Sewer Construction Repair after Regular District 
Working Hours 

 
The District shall be reimbursed for all costs 

associated with sewer construction repair after regular District 
working hours. 

 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

NORTH AMERICAN INDUSTRY CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM (NAICS) DEFINITION 
 

Group II – Low Strength Commercial = 1.00 
Type of Business North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 

Definition 
Barber/Beauty Shops Establishments primarily engaged in cutting, trimming, and 

styling men's and boys' hair; and/or shaving and trimming 
men's beards or establishments engaged in one or more of 
the following: (1) cutting, trimming, shampooing, coloring, 
waving, or styling hair; (2) providing facials; and (3) 
applying makeup (except permanent makeup). (NAICS 
Code 812111 & 812112). 

Business/Professional 
Offices 

Establishments primarily engaged in providing a range of 
day-to-day office administrative services, such as financial 
planning; billing and recordkeeping; personnel; and 
physical distribution and logistics for others on a contract or 
fee basis (NAICS Code 561110). 

Car Washes Establishments primarily engaged in cleaning, washing, 
and/or waxing automotive vehicles, such as passenger 
cars, trucks, and vans, and trailers (NAICS Code 811192). 

Hospital/Convalescent 
Homes 

Hospital - establishments known and licensed as general 
medical and surgical hospitals primarily engaged in 
providing diagnostic and medical treatment (both surgical 
and nonsurgical) to inpatients with any of a wide variety of 
medical conditions (NAICS Code 622110). Convalescent 
Home - establishments primarily engaged in providing 
inpatient nursing and rehabilitative services. (NAICS Code 
623110). 

Laundromats Establishments primarily engaged in (1) operating facilities 
with coin-operated or similar self-service laundry and dry 
cleaning equipment for customer use on the premises 
and/or (2) supplying and servicing coin-operated or similar 
self-service laundry and dry cleaning equipment for 
customer use in places of business operated by others, 
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 such as apartments and dormitories (NAICS Code 812310). 

Retail & Department 
Stores 

Retail Stores – establishments primarily engaging in retail 
sales (NAICS Code 311330, 423440, 423210, 441310, 
442110, 442291, 442299, 443111, 443112, 443120, 
443130, 444120, 444130, and 444190) /Dept. Stores - 
establishments known as department stores that have 
separate departments for various merchandise lines, such 
as apparel, jewelry, home furnishings, and linens, each with 
separate cash registers and sales associates (NAICS Code 
452111). 

Service & Repair Shops Establishments primarily engaged in the repair of goods 
without retailing new items (NAICS Code 811112, 811113, 
811118, 811211, 811411, 811420, 811430, and 811490). 

 
 
 
 

Group III – Medium Strength Commercial = 1.10 
Type of Business North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 

Definition 
Auto Service & Repair Establishments primarily engaged in providing (1) a wide 

range of mechanical and electrical repair and maintenance 
services for automotive vehicles, such as passenger cars, 
trucks, and vans, and all trailers or (2) engine repair and 
replacement (NAICS Code 811111). 

Bars/Taverns w/o 
Dining 

Establishments known as bars, taverns, nightclubs, or 
drinking places primarily engaged in preparing and serving 
alcoholic beverages for immediate consumption. These 
establishments may also provide limited food services 
(NAICS Code 722410). 

Dry Cleaners/Laundries Establishments primarily engaged in one or more of the 
following: (1) providing dry cleaning services (except coin- 
operated); (2) providing laundering services (except linen 
and uniform supply or coin-operated); (3) providing drop-off 
and pickup sites for laundries and/or drycleaners; and (4) 
providing specialty cleaning services for specific types of 
garments and other textile items (except carpets and 
upholstery), such as fur, leather, or suede garments; 
wedding gowns; hats; draperies; and pillows. These 
establishments may provide all, a combination of, or none of 
the cleaning services on the premises (NAICS Code 
812320). 

Hotel/Motel w/o 
Restaurant 

Establishments primarily engaged in providing short-term 
lodging without a restaurant (NAICS Code 72119). 
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Machine/Welding 
Shops 

Establishments known as machine shops primarily engaged 
in machining metal and plastic parts and parts of other 
composite materials on a job or order basis. Generally 
machine shop jobs are low volume using machine tools, 
such as lathes (including computer numerically controlled); 
automatic screw machines; and machines for boring, 
grinding, and milling (NAICS Code 332710). 

Veterinarian/Pet Shops, 
Kennels 

Veterinarian - establishments of licensed veterinary 
practitioners primarily engaged in the practice of veterinary 
medicine, dentistry, or surgery for animals; and 
establishments primarily engaged in providing testing 
services for licensed veterinary practitioners (NAICS Code 
541940). Pet shops - establishments primarily engaged in 
retailing pets, pet foods, and pet supplies (NAICS Code 
453910). Kennel - establishments primarily engaged in 
providing pet care services (except veterinary), such as 
boarding, grooming, sitting, and training pets (NAICS Code 
812910). 

 
 

Group IV – High Strength Commercial = 1.90 
Type of Business North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 

Definition 
Bakeries Establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing fresh 

and frozen bread and bread-type rolls and other fresh bakery 
products (NAICS Code 311812 & 311821). 

Hotel/Motels 
w/Restaurants 

Establishments primarily engaged in providing short-term 
lodging in facilities known as hotels, motor hotels, resort 
hotels, and motels. The establishments in this industry may 
offer food and beverage services, recreational services, 
conference rooms and convention services, laundry 
services, parking, and other services (NAICS Code 721110). 

Markets Establishments generally known as supermarkets and 
grocery stores primarily engaged in retailing a general line of 
food, such as canned and frozen foods; fresh fruits and 
vegetables; and fresh and prepared meats, fish, and poultry. 
Included in this industry are delicatessen-type 
establishments primarily engaged in retailing a general line 
of food (NAICS Code 445110). 

Mortuaries – (Funeral 
Homes) 

Establishments primarily engaged in preparing the dead for 
burial or interment and conducting funerals (i.e., providing 
facilities for wakes, arranging transportation for the dead, 
selling caskets and related merchandise). Funeral homes 
combined with crematories are included in this industry 
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 (NAICS Code 812210). 

Restaurants Establishments primarily engaged in providing food services 
to patrons who order and are served while seated (i.e., 
waiter/waitress services) and pay after eating and 
establishments primarily engaged in providing food services 
(except snack and nonalcoholic beverage bars) where 
patrons generally order or select items and pay before 
eating. Food and drink may be consumed on premises, 
taken out, or delivered to the customer’s location. Some 
establishments in this industry may provide these food 
services in combination with selling alcoholic beverages 
(NAICS Code 722211 & 722110). 

 
 

Group V – Institutional = 1.00 

Type of Business North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 
Definition 

Churches (Religious 
Organizations) 

(1) Establishments primarily engaged in operating religious 
organizations, such as churches, religious temples, and 
monasteries and/or (2) establishments primarily engaged in 
administering an organized religion or promoting religious 
activities (NAICS Code 813110). 

Membership 
Organizations 

Establishments primarily engaged in promoting the civic 
and social interests of their members (NAICS Code 
813410). 

Multi-Use 
Camps/Organizations 

Establishments (except amusement parks and arcades; 
gambling industries; golf courses and country clubs; skiing 
facilities; marinas; fitness and recreational sports centers; 
and bowling centers) primarily engaged in providing 
recreational and amusement services (NAICS Code 
713990). 

Schools (including 
churches w/preschool) 

Establishments primarily engaged in furnishing academic 
courses and associated course work that comprise a basic 
preparatory education. This includes colleges and 
churches with preschools (NAICS Code 611110). 

Social Services/Parks Establishments primarily engaged in providing 
nonresidential individual and family social assistance 
services (NAICS Code 624190)/ establishments primarily 
engaged in the preservation and exhibition of natural areas 
or settings (NAICS Code 712190). 

Theatres Establishments primarily engaged in operating motion 
picture theaters (except drive-ins) and/or exhibiting motion 
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 pictures or videos at film festivals, and so forth (NAICS 
Code 512131) and (1) companies, groups, or theaters 
primarily engaged in producing the following live theatrical 
presentations: musicals; operas; plays; and comedy, 
improvisational, mime, and puppet shows (NAICS Code 
711110). 

RV (Recreational Establishments primarily engaged in operating sites to 
Vehicle) Parks and accommodate campers and their equipment, including tents, 
Campgrounds tent trailers, travel trailers, and RVs (recreational vehicles). 

 These establishments may provide access to facilities, such 
 as washrooms, laundry rooms, recreational halls and 
 playgrounds, stores, and snack bars (NAICS Code 721211). 
 (Ord. 69, 2012) 
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APPENDIX B 
Effective as of July 1, 2012 

(Ord. 70, 2012) 
 
 

CAPACITY CHARGES 
 
 

Treatment Plant Capacity Charge $5,140.21/Capacity Unit 
 

Trunk Sewer Capacity Charge $2,966.44/Capacity Unit 
 

Local Sewer Capacity Charge $7,917.17/Capacity Unit 
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"EXHIBIT A" 
 
 

APPENDIX C 
Effective as of July 1, 2019 

(Ord. 71, 2013)(Ord. 77, 2015)(Ord. 81, 2019)(Ord. 83, 2021) 
 

SEWER SERVICE CHARGES* 
 
 

  
Fiscal Year 
2020-2021 

 
Fiscal Year 
2021-2022 

 
Basic Sewer Service Charge 

 
$57.30 per Service 
Unit per month 

 
$58.73 per Service 
Unit per month 

 
Debt Service Sewer Charge for Parcels 
Located Within the City of Ojai 

 
$2.34 per Capacity 
Unit per month 

 
$2.03 per Capacity 
Unit per month 

 
Debt Service Sewer Charge for Parcels 
Located Outside the City of Ojai 

 
$1.34 per 

Capacity Unit per 
month 

 
$1.19 per 

Capacity Unit per 
month 

 
 

* The methodology for calculating the total monthly sewer service charge that may be 
imposed on a given property is set forth in detail in Chapter 3, Section 302.7 of the Ojai 
Valley Sanitary District Code of Regulation. 



3 - 29  

APPENDIX D 
Effective as of May 27, 2015 
(Ord. 71, 2013)(Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
FEES FOR SEWER SYSTEM-RELATED SERVICES 

 
 

 
1 

 
Issuance of Permit, Sewer Availability Letter and/or 
Will Serve Letter 

 
$75.00 

 
2 

 
Plan Check Fee –Private Portion of Single Capacity 
Unit Sewer Plan or Change in Use Review & Site 
Visit 

 
$200.00 per plan 
check**** 

 
3 

 
Plan Check Fee - Public Sewer Improvements or 
Construction of Public Sewers in a Publicly 
Dedicated Street or in a Sewer Easement or Right- 
Of-Way 

 
2.0% of the Project 
Engineer’s estimate of the 
cost of the public sewer 
improvements to be 
constructed.; minimum of 
$300.00 

4  
Inspection Fee – Repair of Private Portion of Single 
& Multiple Residential, Commercial, Institutional, 
Industrial or Miscellaneous Sewer Facilities 

 
$75 per Service Lateral 

 
5 

 
Inspection Fee – Private Portion of Single & Multiple 
Residential, Commercial, Institutional, Industrial or 
Miscellaneous Sewer Construction 

 
$200.00 per Project with 
1-10 Capacity Units; plus 
$100 for each increment 
of 10 Capacity Units 
above the first 10 **** 

 
6 

 
Inspection Fee – Public Sewer Improvement 
Construction; Public Sewer Improvements 
Constructed in a Publicly Dedicated Street or in a 
Sewer Easement or Right-of-Way and Required to 
be Dedicated to the District as a Condition of 
Approval by the Governing Body of a Final Tract or 
Parcel Map. 

 
Four and one-half percent 
(4.5%) of the Project 
Engineer’s estimate of the 
cost of public sewer 
improvements to be 
constructed 

 
7 

 
Annexation Fee 

 
$300.00 per Parcel 

 
8 

 
Returned Check Fee 

 
$50.00 per check 
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9 

 
Excess Flow Fee 

 
200% of the standard 
monthly service charge on 
those flows exceeding 
reserved capacity * 

 
 
10 

 
 
Recording/Lien Processing 

 
 
$40.00 per document 

 
11 

 
Annexation Mapping Deposit 

 
$2,000.00 deposit per 
parcel** 

 
12 

 
Sewer Atlas Update Fee 

 
$285.00*** 

 
13 

 
Industrial & Commercial Pretreatment Permit & 
Inspection 

 
$180.00 

 
14 

 
Special Use Permit Application Fee 

 
$75.00 

 
 

* The Excess Flow Fee is only applicable to commercial, industrial or miscellaneous uses equal to 
or greater than 25,000 GPD. 
** Deposit only. Applicant is responsible for actual costs which may be more, or less, than deposit 
amount 
*** For mainline extensions 
**** General Manager may adjust fees charged based on actual hours spent or as deemed 
appropriate. (Ord. 71, 2013) 

 
 

SECTION 303. Billing and Collection 
 

303.1 Direct Billing. Where applicable and permitted by law, Capacity Charges, 
Sewer Service Charges, Debt Service Surcharges, Sewer System-Related Service Fees, 
Administrative Fines and Penalties and any other fees, tolls, rates, rentals or other charges 
for sewer service established by this Code or other District regulation or resolution may 
be directly billed to a Parcel Owner. Failure of the District to mail any such bill or failure of 
a Parcel Owner to receive any such bill shall not excuse the Parcel Owner from the 
obligation of paying any applicable Capacity Charges, Sewer Service Charges, Sewer 
System-Related Service Fees Administrative Fines and Penalties and any other fees, tolls, 
rates, rentals or other charges for sewer service. 
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All directly billed charges and fees are due and payable upon receipt and, if not 
paid within thirty (30) days of mailing, shall be subject to a basic penalty equal to ten 
percent (10%) of the amount due. In addition, a penalty of one and one-half percent 
(1.5%) per month shall be imposed for nonpayment of the direct billed charges and basic 
penalty. 

 
Subject to the requirements set forth in Health & Safety Code §5473.11, the 

amount of unpaid charges and fees which have been directly billed to a Parcel Owner and 
remain unpaid may, in the discretion of the District, be secured at any time by filing for 
record in the office of the Ventura County Recorder, a certificate specifying the amount of 
the unpaid charges and fees and the name and address of the person liable for those 
charges. From the time of recordation of the certificate, the amount required to be paid 
together with interest and penalty constitutes a lien upon all real property in Ventura 
County owned by the person or afterwards, and before the lien expires, acquired by him 
or her. The lien shall have the force, priority, and effect of a judgment lien and shall 
continue for 10 years from the date of the filing of the certificate unless sooner released 
or otherwise discharged. The lien may, within 10 years from the filing of the certificate 
provided, be extended by filing for record a new certificate in the office of the Ventura 
County Recorder and from the time of this filing the lien shall be extended to the real 
property in Ventura County for 10 years unless sooner released or otherwise discharged. 

 
Prior to the District releasing a lien filed in accordance with Health & Safety Code 

§5473.11, a Parcel Owner shall be required to pay the District all charges, fees, fines, 
penalties and interest required to bring the account current including, without limitation, 
County of Ventura lien processing and recording fees. 

 
303.2 Collection on Tax Roll. 

 
303.2.1 Pursuant to that authority granted by Health & Safety Code §5470 

et seq. and Health and Safety Code Sections 6520.5 and 6523.3, the District may elect 
to have Capacity Charges, Sewer Service Charges, Debt Service Surcharges, Sewer 
System-Related Service Fees, Administrative Fines or Penalties, and any other fees, tolls, 
rates, rentals or other charges for sewer service established by this Code or other District 
regulation collected on the Ventura County assessor’s property tax roll in the same 
manner, by the same persons, and at the same time as, together with and not separately 
from, general taxes. 

 
303.2.2 Any Capacity Charge, Sewer Service Charge, Debt Service 

Surcharge, Sewer System-Related Service Fees, Administrative Fines or Penalties and 
any other fee, toll, rate, rental or other charges for sewer service established by this Code 
or other District regulation that is directly billed and remains unpaid for period of 60 days 
or more shall be treated as delinquent and, pursuant to Health and Safety Code §5473a, 
such delinquent amounts may be collected on the Ventura County assessor’s property tax 
roll in accordance with the procedures set forth in Health & Safety Code §5473 et seq. 

 
303.2.3 If an Owner does not pay the amount specified in a “Notice of 

Violation” issued in accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter 10 within 60 days 
from the date the “Notice of Violation” is mailed to the Owner, then the amount specified 
in the “Notice of Violation” shall be considered delinquent and unpaid charges subject to 
collection on the Ventura County assessor’s property tax roll pursuant to the procedures 
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set forth in Health & Safety Code §5473 et seq. or, in the alternative, subject to the lien 
procedures set forth in Health & Safety Code §5473.11. 

 
303.2.3.1 Notwithstanding Section 301.2.3, if an Owner seeks a 

hearing and/or appeals a “Notice of Violation” issued in accordance with the procedures 
set forth in Chapter 9. Section 917 and that appeal results in a final determination in favor 
of the District, the Owner must pay the District the amount specified in that final 
determination within 60 days from the date the final determination is mailed to the Owner. 
If the Owner does not pay the amount specified in the final determination within 60 days 
of the mailing date, then the amount due as specified in the final determination shall be 
considered delinquent and unpaid charges subject to collection on the Ventura County 
assessor’s property tax roll pursuant to the procedures set forth in Health & Safety Code 
§5473 et seq. or, in the alternative, subject to the lien procedures set forth in Health & 
Safety Code §5473.11. 

 
303.3 Collection by Suit. 

 
As an alternative to any other procedures provide for in this Section 303, 

the District may collect any delinquent Capacity Charge, Sewer Service Charge, Debt 
Service Surcharge, Sewer System-Related Service Fee, Administrative Fines or Penalties 
and any other fee, toll, rate, rental or other charges for sewer service established by this 
Code or other District regulation (and fines, penalties and interest thereon) by suit, in which 
event judgment in said suit shall include the cost of suit and reasonable attorneys’ fees 
arising from such action. 

 
303.4 Other Collection Procedures; No Waiver. 

 
The powers authorized by this Section 303 shall be in addition to, and shall 

not constitute a waiver of, any other power of the District authorized by this District Code 
or other applicable local, state and federal law. The District hereby reserves all other 
powers authorized by applicable local, state or federal law for the collection of Capacity 
Charges, Sewer Service Charges, Debt Service Surcharges, Sewer System-Related 
Service Fee, , Administrative Fines or Penalties and any other fees, tolls, rates, rentals or 
other charges for sewer service established by this Code or other District regulation. (Ord. 
75, 2015) 

 
303.5. Collection where District Inadvertently Fails to Bill 

 
Where the District inadvertently fails to bill a Parcel Owner sewer service 

charges for a duly permitted structure located on a Parcel, the Parcel Owner shall not be 
required to pay the unbilled sewer service charges, but shall be required to pay, at the 
time and in the manner lawfully prescribed by the District, sewer service charges for the 
current fiscal year in which the inadvertent billing error was discovered by the District as 
well as all future annual sewer service charges for which the Parcel Owner is responsible. 
(Ord. 66, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) (Ord. 75, 2015) 
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Chapter 4 
Lateral Connections to District Facilities 

 
 

SECTION 400. Purpose 
 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the construction, operation and 
maintenance of Laterals and Lateral Connections (collectively referred to in this Chapter 
as “Lateral” or “Laterals”) between buildings or structures and the District Sewer System. 

 
SECTION 401. Lateral Construction Requirements 

 
401.1 All Laterals shall be constructed in accordance with District 

standards as set forth in Chapter 8 of this Code. Laterals may be constructed either by 
the Parcel Owner or by his contractor after obtaining permission from the District. All 
work done shall be inspected and approved by the District Inspector before the Lateral is 
activated. 

 
401.2 All costs and expenses incident to the installation, connection, 

repair, renovation, replacement, disconnection, reconnection or relocation of Laterals, 
including cleanouts, backflow protection devices, pumps or other appurtenances, shall 
be borne by the person or entity causing the connection to be made. That person or 
entity shall defend, indemnify and hold the District harmless from any cost, loss or 
damage which may be incurred or occasioned by the installation or connection of the 
Lateral. 

 
SECTION 402. Separate Laterals and Exceptions; Legal Non-Conforming 
Connections 

 
402.1 Every Parcel utilizing the District Sewer System shall be connected 

to that system by a separate Lateral, except in the following instances. 

402.1.1 Multiple Buildings under Common Ownership. 
 

One or more buildings located on a Parcel may be served by a 
common Lateral. However, where a Parcel Owner subdivides a Parcel such that any 
building or building site previously served by a common Lateral is now located on 
separate Parcels, that Parcel Owner shall immediately report said subdivision to the 
District, and shall, at that Parcel Owner’s sole cost and expense apply for appropriate 
District permitting and, as may be required by the District, immediately construct 
separate Laterals to serve those separate Parcels, and/or provide rights-of-way serving 
any Parcel not adjacent to the District’s Local Sewer rights-of-way. The District hereby 
reserves all rights and remedies in law and equity that it may have against a Parcel 
Owner and/or a Parcel Owner’s successors-in-interest for failing to comply with this 
provision. 

 

402.1.2 Common Interest Developments and Mobile Home 
Parks 

 

Common Interest Developments (including, without limitation, 
community apartment projects, condominium projects, planned development or stock 
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cooperatives) and Mobile Home Parks may, upon issuance of a Permit by the District, 
construct, operate and maintain shared Laterals. 

 
 

402.2 Legal Non-Conforming Connections 
 

Where a lawfully installed Lateral is rendered nonconforming due only to 
revisions in applicable District standards, such connection shall be deemed a “legal 
nonconforming connection.” The use of a legal nonconforming connection shall not be 
considered a violation of District regulations, and may be continued, unless the District 
determines that the legal nonconforming use presents a threat to the public health and 
safety or the District Sewer System. 

 
SECTION 403. Existing Laterals 

 
Where existing buildings have been demolished and new buildings installed, the 

existing lateral may be used in connection with new buildings only when found to meet 
all requirements of the District. 

 
SECTION 404. Connection to District Sewer System 

 
The connection of the Lateral to the District Sewer System shall be made at a 

wye branch, if such a branch is available at a suitable location. Where such branch is 
available, a connection shall be made in accordance with Chapter 8 of this Code. If a 
wye branch is not available in a suitable location, and upon approval of the District, a 
new wye branch or manhole stub shall be installed at the Parcel Owner’s expense and 
per District specification. The connection of a Lateral to the District Sewer System shall 
be made only in the presence of the District Inspector and under his or her supervision 
and direction. Any damage to the District Sewer System resulting from the connection of 
a Lateral, shall be repaired to the satisfaction of the District by the Parcel Owner, at that 
Owner’s sole expense. 

 
SECTION 405. Safety Compliance 

 
All permitted Lateral construction shall maintain such barriers, lights and signs as 

are required to give warning to the public at all times that a sewer is under construction 
and of each dangerous condition to be encountered as a result thereof, in compliance 
with Cal OSHA regulations and all other applicable laws and regulations.   They shall 
also protect the public in the use of the sidewalk against any such conditions in 
connection with the construction of the Lateral. Streets, sidewalks, parkways and other 
property disturbed in the course of the work shall be reinstalled in a manner satisfactory 
to the District or other agencies having jurisdiction. 

 
SECTION 406. Maintenance of Laterals, Private Sewer Lines and 

Appurtenances 
 

It shall be the responsibility of the Parcel Owner to maintain the Lateral to and 
including its connection at the District Sewer System. The operation and condition of 
Laterals, their cleanouts and any other Wastewater facilities or appurtenances required 
to serve the Parcel, shall be the responsibility of the Parcel Owner, who shall keep them 
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in good operating condition at all times and shall undertake all necessary repairs, 
including replacement of dilapidated and worn out components, at the Parcel Owner’s 
expense and at no cost to the District. All repairs to and replacements of Laterals or 
Wastewater facilities shall be made in accordance with Chapter 8 of this Code. 

In the event that special, privately-owned sewer facilities, such as sewer pump 
stations, sewers, backflow preventing devices or other mechanical devices, are required 
to provide District service to a Parcel, and which require routine preventative 
maintenance, the Parcel Owner will be required to prepare and record notice of such 
special privately-owned facilities. Said notice shall be in a form acceptable to the District, 
and the Ventura County Recorder for recording with the property records maintained by 
the County Recorder, and shall be recorded as a condition of approval for installation of 
said special, privately-owned facilities. The purpose of the notice is to ensure that 
subsequent Parcel Owners are aware of their responsibilities to properly maintain and 
operate the special, privately-owned facilities. 

 
SECTION 407. Lateral Spills and Emergencies 

 
In the event that the District, in the District’s sole discretion, determines that a 

spill, condition or Emergency involving a Parcel Owner’s Lateral is likely to (1) threaten 
the environment, (2) cause a violation of the District’s discharge and reporting 
requirements set forth in the “Monitoring and Reporting Requirements for Statewide 
General Waste Discharge Requirements for Sanitary Sewer Systems,” as may be 
amended from time to time,(3) damage the District’s facilities, or (4) otherwise threaten 
public health and safety, the District shall have the right, but not the duty, to take any 
action deemed necessary to prevent the aforementioned effects of the spill, condition or 
Emergency event, including, without limitation, entering upon private property without a 
Parcel Owner’s consent for the sole purpose of undertaking temporary repairs. All costs 
and expenses incurred by the District in performing temporary repairs to a Parcel 
Owner’s Lateral under this provision shall be borne by the Parcel Owner as authorized 
by Health and Safety Code Sections 6523.2 and 6523.3. 

 
 

SECTION 408. Easements or Rights-of-Way 
 

In the event an Easement or right of way is required for construction of a Lateral 
by a Parcel Owner, that Parcel Owner shall arrange for the conveyance of an Easement 
or right of way that is satisfactory to the District and allows the construction and 
maintenance of the required Lateral.   In the event that special sewer facilities (e.g. 
private sewer pump stations, private sewers, etc.) are necessary to provide service to a 
Parcel, a Parcel Owner may be required, as a condition to the District providing service, 
to supply the District with proof that all necessary Easements, land or rights of way for 
construction of said facilities have been acquired. easements or rights of way as may be 
needed, in a form satisfactory to the District for said special sewer facilities. 
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SECTION 409. Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals 
 

409.1 Purpose. 
 

This Section establishes regulations for the inspection, testing, repair or 
replacement and certification of Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals (“PSL”). These 
regulations are necessary to provide for the operations and maintenance of the District 
Treatment and Wastewater Facilities in a reliable and serviceable manner, to reduce 
infiltration and inflow into those facilities, to meet the District’s regulatory requirements 
and to protect the public, safety and welfare. 

 
409.2 Definitions 

 
For purposes of this Section, the following terms and phrases shall have 

the meanings designated in this subsection. Where there is a conflict between the 
definitions in this subsection and the definitions in Chapter 1, subsection 101.10, this 
subsection shall control. If the application of any definition set forth in this Code of 
Regulations to a specific situation is without utility or creates ambiguity, reference may 
also be made to the definitions of the Uniform Plumbing Code, Standard Methods or 
other applicable State or Federal rules or regulations to resolve the issue created. 

 
Cleanout: A pipe fitting and associated piping connected to a Privately-Owned Sewer 
Lateral that provides access to the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral for purposes of 
flushing, rodding, cleaning, and other maintenance and diagnostic purposes. 

 
Common Interest Development: A development managed or governed by a 
Homeowners Association and subject to the provisions of the Davis-Stirling Common 
Interest Development Act (California Civil Code Sections 4000 et seq.) Examples of 
Common Interest Developments may include condominium projects, planned unit 
developments, community apartment projects (in which the individual units are owned), 
and stock cooperatives. 

 
Compliance Certificate: A certificate issued by the District upon its determination that all 
Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with a Parcel have passed a Verification 
Test. 

 
Conditional Compliance Certificate: A certificate with a definite expiration date that is 
issued by the District to a Parcel Owner based upon the results of a Verification Test. A 
Conditional Compliance Certificate relieves the Parcel Owner from the requirement to 
repair or replace the Upper or Lower Sewer Lateral, or a specified portion of the Upper 
or Lower Sewer Lateral, until the expiration of the Conditional Compliance Certificate. 
Upon the expiration of a Conditional Compliance Certificate the Parcel Owner is required 
to perform another Verification Test. 

 
Homeowners Association: A nonprofit corporation or unincorporated association created 
for the purpose of managing or governing a Common Interest Development and that 
operates in accordance with governing documents, whether or not the corporation or 
association is formally designated or commonly referred to as a Homeowners 
Association. 
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Infiltration. The flow of water from any source into the Sanitary Sewer where the water 
enters the Sanitary Sewer from the soil through defects in the pipelines and other 
appurtenances comprising the Sanitary Sewer. 

 
Inflow. The flow of water from any source into the Sanitary Sewer where the water 
enters through constructed features (e.g. area drains, downspouts, cross-connection to 
storm drains) or through defects causing the Sanitary Sewer, or portions thereof, to be 
open to the ground surface (e.g. exposed open joint at top of sewer in a yard area). 

 
Lateral Repair: Construction activities to correct defects in portions of the Privately- 
Owned Sewer Lateral in order to bring the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral into 
compliance with this Section 409. 

 
Lateral Replacement: Construction activities to replace or line the complete length of the 
Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral in order to bring the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral into 
compliance with this Section 409. 

 
Lower Sewer Lateral: The portion of the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral extending from 
the property line to the Sewer Main located in a street. The Lower Sewer Lateral 
includes the connection of the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral to the Sewer Main. 

 
Non-Sanitary Sewer Connection: Anything that directly or indirectly conveys storm 
water, surface water, roof runoff, intercepted groundwater or subsurface drainage in the 
Sanitary Sewer, including, but not limited to, downspouts, yard drains, sump pumps, or 
other sources of storm water, run-off or groundwater. 

 
Parcel Owner: A person that owns a Parcel of real property. As used in this paragraph, 
“person” means an individual, trust, corporation, nonprofit organization, Homeowners 
Association, partnership, firm, joint venture, Limited Liability Company, association, city, 
county, special district, or other public agency, including the State of California and the 
United States of America and the political subdivisions thereof. 

 
Parcel Group: Two or more contiguous or directly adjacent Parcels of real property 
under common ownership. 

 
Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral or PSL: A pipe or pipes and appurtenances that carry 
sewage and liquid waste from the Structure(s) served, whether the Structure(s) is or are 
publicly or privately owned to the Sewer Main. The Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral 
includes the Upper Sewer Lateral and the Lower Sewer Lateral, except where the entire 
Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral is defined as an Upper Sewer Lateral (see definition of 
“Upper Sewer Lateral”). A Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral conveys sewage and liquid 
waste from any Structure located on that Parcel. More than one Privately-Owned Sewer 
Lateral may be associated with an individual Parcel. 

 
Permitting Authority: A city or county that regulates buildings, construction, or land use 
within any portion of the District’s wastewater service area. 

 
PSL: Has the same meaning as “Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral” and is used 
interchangeably with that term. 
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Remodel: Any improvement, addition, construction, reconstruction, modification or 
alteration of or to an existing or previously existing Structure located on a Parcel that is 
or should be served by the District Sewer System. 

 
Sanitary Sewer: Sewer pipes that convey wastewater from a Structure and to which 
storm water, groundwater or surface water is not intentionally admitted. The Sanitary 
Sewer includes Sewer Mains and Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals. 

 
Sewer Main: The portion of the Sanitary Sewer publicly owned by the District that 
receives flows from Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals. The Sewer Main does not include 
any portion of a Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral. 

 
Structure:   Any building or facility that is required to be provided with public sewer 
service or that is actually provided with public sewer service or that is served by a 
Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral. 

 
Time Extension Certificate: A certificate issued by the District to a Parcel Owner or 
transferee in connection with a Title Transfer transaction to the Parcel Owner, or to the 
transferee, that extends the deadline to obtain a Compliance Certificate for 180 days 
from the date the Time Extension Certificate is issued. 

 
Title Transfer: The sale or transfer of an entire real property estate or the fee interest in 
that real property estate, excluding the sale or transfer of partial interest such as a 
leasehold interest. The following are not considered Title Transfers for purposes of this 
Section: 

 

• A transfer to an heir by a fiduciary in the course of the administration of a 
decedent’s estate, guardianship, conservatorship or trust; 

 
• A transfer from one co-owner to one or more other co-owners, or from 

one or more co-owners into or from a revocable trust, if the trust is for the 
benefit of the grantor or grantors; 

 
• A transfer made by a trustor to fund an intervivos trust; 

 
• A transfer made to a spouse, or to a registered domestic partner as 

defined in Section 297 of the Family Code, or to a person or persons in a 
Lineal Consanguinity Relationship with one or more of the transferees; 

 
• A transfer from a Parcel Owner to a financial institution as a result of a 

foreclosure or similar process. A transfer from a financial institution to a 
new Parcel Owner is a Title Transfer for purposes of this regulation. 

 
Upper Sewer Lateral. The portion of the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral that extends 
from the property line to the Structure or Structures located on a Parcel that are or 
should be served by the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral. The Upper Sewer Lateral 
includes all portions of the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral upon the Parcel containing 
the Structure(s) served. If the Parcel contains a sewer pipe system or multiple Privately- 
Owned Sewer Laterals, the entire sewer pipe system, including manholes and other 
appurtenances, and all Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals are part of the Upper Sewer 
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Lateral to the extent they are located on that Parcel. If a Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral 
connects to a rear or side yard Sewer Main located in an easement, or to a manhole, the 
entire Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral, including the connection to the Sewer Main or 
manhole, is deemed an Upper Sewer Lateral. 

 
Verification Test: A test witnessed by the District’s authorized representative(s) to verify 
that all Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with a Parcel comply with this 
Section 409 and other applicable requirements set forth in this Code of Regulations. 

 
409.3 Responsibility and Standards for Maintenance of Privately- 

Owned Sewer Laterals 
 

409.3.1 All Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals shall be installed in 
accordance with District regulations and other applicable laws, procedures and 
standards. 

 

409.3.2 Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals must meet the following 
minimum standards: 

 

409.3.2.1 The Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral shall be 
kept free from roots, grease deposits, and other solids which may impede or obstruct the 
flow. 

 
409.3.2.2 All Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral joints shall 

be watertight and all pipes shall be sound. 
 

409.3.2.3 The Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral shall be 
free of any structural defects such as fractures, cracks, breaks, openings, or missing 
portions. 

 
409.3.2.4 The Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral must be 

equipped with at least one cleanout located within five feet of the Structure footprint. All 
Cleanouts shall be securely sealed with a proper cap or District approved overflow 
device at all times. 

 
409.3.2.5 There shall be no Non-Sanitary Sewer 

connections to a Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral or to any plumbing that connects to a 
Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral. 

 
409.3.3 Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) must 

maintain all Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with the Parcel to the extent 
necessary to ensure the Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals comply with the standards set 
forth in District regulations and other applicable laws, procedures and standards. Parcel 
Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) must perform, at their sole cost and 
expense, any Repair or Replacement of their Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals necessary 
to ensure compliance with applicable law, procedures and standards. 
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409.4 When a Compliance Certificate is Required 
 

409.4.1 Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) must 
obtain either a Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate at the times 
specified in subsection 409.4.2 through 409.4.8 and in the manner required by 
subsection 409.5 et. seq., except under the following circumstances: 

 
409.4.1.2 Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible 

party(ies) within certain Common Interest Developments governed by subsection 409.9; 
and 

409.4.1.3 Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible 
party(ies) of any Parcel Group with Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals totaling greater than 
1000 feet, which are governed by subsection 409.10. 

 
409.4.2 Title Transfer. Before completing a Title Transfer 

associated with a Parcel which is served by the District Sewer System, a Compliance 
Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate must be obtained by either the 
transferor or the transferee (as negotiated between them), unless a Time Extension 
Certificate is obtained as provided in subsection 409.8. After the Title Transfer is 
complete, the transferee becomes solely responsible for obtaining the Compliance 
Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate. Where a Title Transfer triggers the 
requirement for issuance of a Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance 
Certificate, that requirement shall in no way impair the legality of the transfer of title in 
the underlying property transaction. This provision shall not be applicable to any Title 
Transfer whose escrow was initiated prior to December 1, 2015. 

 
409.4.3 Remodel. Where a Parcel Owner(s) or any other 

responsible party(ies) (or a Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) 
designated representative) applies to any Permitting Authority for a permit or other type 
of approval to perform a Remodel on the Parcel. This paragraph applies only to 
Remodels where the value of the permitted work, as reported by the authorized building 
official, exceeds twenty-five thousand dollars ($ 25,000.00). 

 
409.4.4 Change of Use. When there is a change of use of a 

Structure located on a Parcel from residential to business, commercial or non- 
residential, or from non-residential/non-restaurant/non-industrial to restaurant or 
industrial uses such as carwashes, cleaners and laundries. 

 
409.4.5 Assignment of Additional Service and/or Capacity 

Units. When the addition of a Structure(s) on a Parcel or identification of a Structure(s) 
on a Parcel results in the District assigning additional Service Units and/or Capacity 
Units to the Parcel. 

 
409.4.6 Public Health and Safety Concern. When, based upon 

an inspection of the District Sewer Main or other reasonable criteria, the General 
Manager or his/her designee determines that the Parcel Owner should be required to 
obtain a Compliance Certificate in order to protect public health, safety and welfare 
and/or to address a violation of the District Code of Regulations. 
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409.4.7 Conditional Compliance Certificate Expiration. When 
a Conditional Compliance Certificate duly issued by the District expires. 

 
409.4.8 Lateral Pipeline Repair, Replacement or Addition. 

When a Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) Repairs or Replaces all or 
part of a Parcel’s existing Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral or extends the Parcel’s 
existing Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral. 

 
409.5 How to Obtain a Compliance Certificate or Conditional 

Compliance Certificate 
 

409.5.1 A Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) who 
does not hold and is required to obtain a valid Compliance Certificate or Conditional 
Compliance Certificate under subsection 409.4 shall do so by first conducting a 
Verification Test of the Parcel’s Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral(s) according to the 
following testing criteria: 

 
409.5.1.2 New Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals. All 

new Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals shall be Verification Tested by either an air or 
water method. The method used shall be at the discretion of the District and performed 
by a licensed plumber qualified to perform the work. The Verification Test section shall 
be throughout the full length of the Upper Sewer Lateral and Lower Sewer Lateral. The 
Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) (or an agent of the Parcel Owner(s) 
or any other responsible party(ies)) shall notify the District at least 24 hours prior to 
Verification Testing of a new Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral so that a District 
representative may be present during the Verification Test. This paragraph shall not 
apply to extensions of existing Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals, which shall be subject 
to subsection 409.5.1.3 

 
409.5.1.3 Existing Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals. 

The Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) (or an agent of the Parcel 
Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies)) shall notify the District 24 hours prior to 
Verification Testing so that a District representative may be present during the 
Verification Test. The Upper Sewer Lateral and Lower Sewer Lateral shall be tested by a 
Closed Circuit Television inspection method. The internal Closed Circuit Television 
inspection shall be completed by a licensed plumber qualified to perform the work. The 
Verification Tests must be conducted in accordance with the District’s “Requirements 
and Standards for Closed Circuit Television Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral Inspections” 
a copy of which may be obtained at the District Offices or on the District’s website. 
Digital recordings of the Verification Test shall be submitted to the District to verify the 
condition of the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral. A digital recording that is not picked up 
within 30 days after submission to the District shall become the property of the District 
and may be disposed of by the District. A Verification Test digital recording shall be valid 
for a period of 6 months from the date of the digital recording. 

 
409.5.2 Subject to subsection 409.5.3, the District will issue a 

Compliance Certificate if its authorized representative determines that the Verification 
Test confirms that all Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with the Parcel are in 
compliance with applicable local, state and federal regulations, except that Compliance 
Certificates issued within certain Common Interest Developments under subsection 
409.9 will be issued on the conditions set forth in that subsection. 
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409.5.3 Where the Verification Test indicates that the Privately- 
Owned Sewer Lateral, has minor defects which, in the sole discretion of the General 
Manager or his/her designee, do not require immediate Repair or Replacement of the 
Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral or portions thereof, the District may issue the Parcel 
Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) a Conditional Compliance Certificate that 
will expire on a specified date. Upon the expiration date, the Parcel Owner(s) or any 
other responsible party(ies) shall be required to conduct another Verification Test so that 
the District may determine if the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral has further deteriorated 
to the point where Repair or Replacement is required. The expiration date of a 
Conditional Compliance Certificate will be determined in the sole discretion of the District 
General Manager and shall not apply to any portion of the Privately-Owned Sewer 
Lateral not covered by the Conditional Compliance Certificate. By way of example only, 
the District might issue a three year Conditional Compliance Certificate for a portion of a 
Parcel’s Upper Sewer Lateral, while issuing a standard five year Compliance Certificate 
for the remaining portion of the Upper Sewer Lateral and the Lower Sewer Lateral. 

 
409.6 Failure of Verification Test 

 
When a Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral, or portion thereof, fails to pass a 

Verification Test, the Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) shall cause the 
necessary Repairs or Replacement to be made to bring the Privately-Owned Sewer 
Lateral into compliance with all applicable local, state and federal regulations. All costs 
to Repair or Replace the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral shall be borne by the Parcel 
Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies). 

 
409.7 Compliance Certificate Term Limits 

 
409.7.1 A Compliance Certificate obtained as a result of 

Replacement of an entire Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral shall be valid for ten years 
from the date of issuance. 

 
409.7.2 A Compliance Certificate obtained as a result of Repair or 

Replacement of a portion of Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral shall be valid for five years 
from the date of issuance. 

 
409.7.3 A Conditional Compliance Certificates shall be valid until 

the expiration date specified in the certificate as provided in subsection 409.5.3. 
 

409.8 Time Extension Certificates 
 

409.8.1 Availability. If a Compliance Certificate or Conditional 
Compliance Certificate cannot be obtained prior to the Title Transfer, the transferor(s), 
transferee(s), or other responsible party(ies) may obtain a Time Extension Certificate 
from the District. Time Extension Certificates are issued in connection with Title 
Transfer transactions only. 
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409.8.2 Deposits. The Time Extension Certificate shall be 
completed and submitted to the District along with a refundable four thousand and five 
hundred dollar ($4,500.00) deposit and any other fees that may be required by 
applicable regulations. The deposit will be refunded after a Compliance Certificate or 
Conditional Compliance Certificate is issued. 

 
409.8.3 Validity Period. A Time Extension Certificate expires 

180 days after it is issued. 
 

409.8.4 Obligation of Parcel Owner or Transferee. During the 
180-day validity period of a Time Extension Certificate, the transferor(s), transferee(s), or 
other responsible party(ies) must complete any required Repairs or Replacement and 
obtain a Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate. The transferor(s), 
transferee(s), or other responsible party(ies) are responsible for the full cost of achieving 
compliance and that cost may exceed the deposit. 

 
409.8.5 Forfeiture of Deposit. If a Compliance Certificate or 

Conditional Compliance Certificate is not obtained before a Time Extension Certificate 
expires, the deposit may be forfeited and the current Parcel Owner(s) or any other 
responsible party(ies) is subject to enforcement action as provided in this Section 409 
and other applicable provision of this Code of Regulations. The Parcel Owner(s) or any 
other responsible party(ies) may apply to the District for release of forfeited funds, less 
the District’s costs. The District will not release forfeited funds unless the Parcel 
Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) first demonstrates full compliance with the 
requirements of Section 409. 

 
409.8.6 No Renewal. The General Manager may authorize and 

regulate the transferability of Time Extension Certificates. Transfers, if authorized, shall 
not extend the Time Extension Certificate’s expiration date. 

 
409.9 Common Interest Developments 

 
409.9.1 Compliance Certificate and Conditional Compliance 

Certificate Requirement. Compliance Certificates or Conditional Compliance 
Certificates must be obtained with respect to Common Interest Developments as 
described in this subsection. 

 
409.9.2 Responsibility of Homeowners Associations and 

Individual Unit Owners. 
 

409.9.2.1 The Homeowners Association and the 
Owner(s) of an individual unit within the Common Interest Development are each 
responsible to obtain a Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate to 
the same extent each party is responsible to maintain Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals 
within the Common Interest Development. The division of responsibility for Privately- 
Owned Sewer Lateral maintenance between the Homeowners Association and the 
Owners of individual units may be described in any document but is typically described 
in the Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions applicable to Common Interest 
Developments or the Parcels in them. In some Common Interest Developments, the 
Homeowners Association has assumed responsibility to maintain all Privately-Owned 
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Sewer Laterals. In other Common Interest Developments, the owner of each individual 
unit is responsible to maintain the Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with the 
unit he or she owns, and the Homeowners Association is responsible to maintain the 
remaining Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals within the Common Interest Development. 

 
409.9.2.2 If the Homeowners Association has assumed 

responsibility to maintain all Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals within the Common Interest 
Development, the Homeowners Association must obtain Compliance Certificates or 
Conditional Compliance Certificates within 2 years from the effective date of this Section 
409 for all Parcels within the Common Interest Development, except that the 
Homeowners Association must comply with subsection 409.10 if the total combined 
length of PSLs within the Common Interest Development exceeds 1000 feet. 

 
409.9.2.3 If the Owners of individual units and the 

Homeowners Association share responsibility to maintain Privately-Owned Sewer 
Laterals within the Common Interest Development, the parties’ respective responsibility 
to obtain Compliance Certificates is as follows: 

 
409.9.2.3.1 The Property Owner of the 

individual unit must obtain a Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral Compliance Certificate or 
Conditional Compliance Certificate at the time and in the manner required by subsection 
409.4 and notwithstanding subsection 409.4.1.2, provided that the District will required 
Verification Testing only of those Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals or portions thereof 
that are the responsibility of the owner of the individual unit before issuing a Compliance 
Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate. 

 
409.9.2.3.2 The Homeowners Association 

must obtain a Compliance Certificate under subsection 409.5 within 2 years from the 
effective date of this Section 409 for all Parcels associated with any Privately-Owned 
Sewer Lateral that is the Homeowners Association’s responsibility to maintain, provided 
that the District will require Verification Testing only of those Privately-Owned Sewer 
Laterals or portions that are the responsibility of the Homeowners Association before 
issuing a Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate. 

 
409.9.2.3.3 The issuance of a Compliance 

Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate under subsection 409.9.2.3 et seq. to 
either an owner of an individual unit or to a Homeowners Association, with respect to a 
specific Parcel within a Common Interest Development, does not relieve another party 
that shares responsibility to maintain Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with 
the same Parcel of their obligation under subsection 409.9.2.3 et seq. to obtain a 
Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate for that Parcel. 

 
409.9.3 A Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance 

Certificate issued to a Homeowners Association under this subsection 409.9 shall be 
valid for the applicable term set forth in subsection 409.7. However, a Homeowners 
Association must obtain a new Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance 
Certificate upon the expiration of a previously issued Compliance Certificate or 
Conditional Compliance Certificate. 
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409.9.4 Developments Where No Homeowners’ 
Association Exists. For the purposes of this Section 409, any development without a 
Homeowners Association is not a Common Interest Development, even if the 
development is classified in county records as condominiums, residential planned unit 
developments, or similar. This Section does not apply to such developments. Individual 
unit owners within such developments must obtain a Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral 
Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate at the time in the manner 
required by subsections 409.4 et seq. and 409.5 et seq. 

 
409.10 Parcels or Parcel Groups with Privately-Owned Sewer 

Laterals Exceeding 1000 Feet 
 

409.10.1 Condition Assessment Plan. Within 1 year from the 
effective date of this Section 409, the Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible 
party(ies) of any Parcel or any Parcel Group with Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals 
exceeding 1000 feet in total combined length within the Parcel or Parcel Group shall 
submit a Condition Assessment Plan for District approval. The Condition Assessment 
Plan shall include a schedule for the performance of testing to assess the condition of all 
Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with the Parcel or Parcel Group. 

 
409.10.2 Corrective Action Work Plan. Within 1.5 years from 

the effective date of this Section 409, a Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible 
party(ies) subject to this subsection 409.10 shall complete all condition assessment 
testing and submit a Corrective Action Work Plan for District approval. The Corrective 
Action Work Plan shall describe the type, quantity and schedule of work needed to bring 
all Privately-Owned Sewer Laterals associated with the Parcel or Parcel Group into 
compliance with the standards set forth in this Section 409 and all other applicable local, 
state and federal requirements. The District shall approve the Corrective Action Work 
Plan if it determines the proposed work will result in full compliance within a reasonable 
time. 

 
409.10.3 Compliance Certificate. Within 2 years from the 

effective date of this Section 409, the Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible 
party(ies) shall complete the work described in the approved Corrective Action Plan and 
obtain a Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate under subsection 
409.5 for the Parcel or Parcels. A Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance 
Certificate issued to a Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) under this 
subsection shall be valid for the applicable term set forth in subsection 409.7. However, 
a Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) must obtain a new Compliance 
Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate upon the expiration of a previously 
issued Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate. 

 
409.11 Enforcement 

 
409.11.1 The General Manager may enforce the requirements set 

forth in this Section 409 by any of the enforcement procedures set forth in District Code 
of Regulations, Chapter 9 or Chapter 11 and Section 1108. 
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409.11.2 Violations of this Section 409 include, but are not limited 
to, the following: 

 

409.11.2.1 Failure to obtain a Compliance Certificate or 
Conditional Compliance Certificate when one is required, including after the expiration of 
a Time Extension Certificate; 

 
409.11.2.2 Failure to obtain a Time Extension Certificate if a 

Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate is not obtained or to timely 
perform all required work after receiving a Time Extension Certificate; 

 
409.11.2.3 Failure to comply with the District’s requirements for 

Repair, Replacement and Verification Testing; 
 

409.11.2.4 Falsifying facts to obtain a Compliance Certificate or 
Conditional Compliance Certificate; and/or 

 
409.11.2.5 Presenting a false Compliance Certificate or 

Conditional Compliance Certificate. 
 

409.12 Requests for Relief or Reconsideration 
 

409.12.1 Requests for Relief. Any Parcel Owner(s) or any other 
responsible party(ies) unable to comply with the requirements of this Section 409 may 
submit to the General Manager a written request for relief setting forth in detail facts that 
compliance with District regulations would cause “Undue Hardship.” For purposes of 
this subsection, “Undue Hardship” is defined as either (i) severe illness or incapacitation 
or (ii) any physical or financial situation that would render compliance with the time limits 
for the repair or replacement of PSL extraordinarily difficult or impractical. 

 
409.12.2.1 If a request for relief is approved, the property 

will be “flagged” in the District’s records for notification of necessary repairs to the sewer 
lateral at a later date. 

 
409.12.2.2 The granting of a request for relief does not 

excuse the Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) from complying with any 
District regulation. It only provides an extension of time to reach compliance. 

 
409.12.2 Appeals 

 
Any Parcel Owner(s) or any other responsible party(ies) subject to 

the requirements set forth in this Section 409 may request review of any decision, action 
or determination by the District related to this Section 409 in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in Chapter 9, Section 917. 

 
409.13 Fees and Regulations 

 
409.13.1 Fees. The District may establish fees in the District 

Schedule of Fees for Sewer System-Related Fees for administration of this Section 409 
and may modify those fees from time to time. 
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409.13.2 Administrative Guidelines. By separate resolution, 
the District Board of Directors may adopt guidelines, procedures and forms to assist in 
the administration and implementation of this Section 409. 

 
409.14 Emergencies 

 
During a State of Emergency, the General Manager or his/her designee 

may temporarily suspend any or all provisions of this Section 409 until the next regular 
or special meeting of the District’s Board of Directors. At the regular or special meeting 
a report shall be made and the Board may consider whether to authorize continued 
suspension of this Section 409 for the full duration of the State of Emergency, or for any 
shorter time period the Board finds appropriate. 

 
409.15 When No Verification Testing is Required 

 
Compliance Certificates or Conditional Compliance Certificates will not be 

required under the following circumstances: 
 

409.15.1 The parcel owner(s) or other responsible party(ies) 
submits documentation to the District establishing that the PSL was installed and 
inspected by the District within ten years of the effective date of District Code of 
Regulations, Chapter 4, Section 409. 

 
409.15.2 The property owner(s) or other responsible party(ies) 

submits a valid District Compliance Certificate establishing that the PSL was previously 
inspected within the timeframes set forth in District Code of Regulations, Chapter 4, 
Section 409. 

 
Under the above-described circumstances, and upon the written 

request of the parcel owner(s) or other responsible party(ies), the District will issue 
written confirmation that no Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate 
need be obtained until otherwise required by District Code of Regulations, Chapter 4, 
Section 409. 

 
409.16 Lower Lateral Waiver 

 
If at the time of repair or replacement of a Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral, 

there is a paving moratorium or any other action by the District or other public agency 
that would prevent repair or replacement of the Lower Lateral in accordance with District 
regulations, the District may temporarily waive the requirements of this Section 409 as 
they relate to a Lower Lateral. In such case, a Compliance Certificate or Conditional 
Compliance Certificate may be issued for the Upper Lateral only.   Upon the conclusion 
of the action preventing repair or replacement of the Lower Lateral, the District shall 
send written notice to the parcel owner(s) or other responsible party(ies) directing 
completion of the repair or replacement work necessary to bring the Lower Lateral into 
compliance with District regulations. The parcel owner(s) or other responsible party(ies) 
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shall perform any and all repair and replacement work needed to bring the Lower Lateral 
into compliance with District regulations, perform required Verification Testing and obtain 
a valid Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate for the entire PSL 
by the deadline set forth in the written notice. Failure to comply with the time frames set 
forth in the written notice shall constitute a violation of District regulations and may result 
in enforcement action by the District. 

 
409.17 Shared Laterals 

 
Where multiple parcels have a shared Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral and are 

not located within a Common Interest Development, the District may treat the parcel 
owner(s) or other responsible party(ies) served by the Privately-Owned Sewer Lateral as 
jointly and severally responsible for obtaining a Compliance Certificate or Conditional 
Compliance Certificate in accordance with District regulations. (Ord. 78, 2015) 
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Chapter 5 
Use of Public Sewers 

 

SECTION 500. Purpose 
 

500.1 The purpose of this Chapter is to establish Wastewater regulations for the use of 
the District Sewer System. The objective of these regulations is to: (1) prevent the introduction 
of substances into the District Sewer System which will interfere with the operation of that 
system or contaminate the resulting biosolids; (2) to prevent the introduction of substances into 
the District Sewer System which will pass (inadequately treated) through the system into 
receiving waters or the atmosphere or otherwise be incompatible with the system; (3) to improve 
the opportunity to recycle and reclaim Wastewater and biosolids from the District Sewer 
System; ands (4) to provide for equitable distribution of the cost of the District Sewer System 
among its users. 

 
500.2 Compliance with Federal Law 

 
Under Federal Law (The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the Clean 

Water Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et. Seq). The District is subject to discharge permit 
requirements issued pursuant to Section 402 of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1342). Connectors and 
Users of the District Sewer System are subject to applicable requirements under the Discharge 
Permit. These include National Categorical Pretreatment Standards including any regulation 
containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in accordance with Section 307(b) 
and (c) of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1317) which applies to a specific category of industrial users and 
which appear in 40 CFR Chapter 1, Subchapter N, Parts 401-471, and National Pretreatment 
Standards, or pollutant discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in accordance with Section 
307(b) and (c) of the Act which applies to Industrial Users. This term includes prohibitive 
discharge limits established pursuant to 40 CFR Part 403.5. 

 
SECTION 501. District Facilities and Use 

 
501.1 The District protects public health, safety and welfare by constructing, operating 

and maintaining the District Sewer System to service the homes, industries and commercial 
establishments throughout the District and surrounding environs as required by State and 
Federal laws. The following provisions apply to Sewage, liquid waste, and non-domestic 
Wastewater discharged directly or indirectly into the District Sewer System. 

 
501.2 Sewage will be accepted into the District Sewer System provided such sewage 

will not: (1) menace public health; (2) detrimentally affect the environment; (3) create nuisances 
such as odors, vermin, insects, etc.; (4) damage structures; (5) impose excessive collection, 
treatment or disposal costs on the District; (6) significantly interfere with Wastewater treatment 
processes; (7) interfere with Wastewater reclamation processes; or, (8) exceed quality limits 
and quantity requirements established by the District. 

 
SECTION 502. Protection from Damage 

 
It shall be a violation of District rules and regulations for any person to break, damage, 

destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any sewer line, structure, appurtenance, device or 
equipment that is part of the District Sewer System. Nothing in this section shall prohibit or 
invalidate other State and Local laws. 
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SECTION 503 Protection of Easements 
 

The District holds Easements so that it may operate and maintain the District Sewer 
System. In order to protect the ability to own and operate the District Sewer System, the District 
protects its interest in Easements. It is, therefore, deemed unlawful for any Person to: 

 

503.1 Encroach without Permit 
Cause or allow an unauthorized Encroachment on a District Easement; 

 
503.2 Fail to Abate 

 
After being provided with notice as may be required by law, fail to apply for a Permit, 

abate, correct or otherwise remove or discontinue any action or condition which results in an 
unauthorized Encroachment; 

 
503.3 Abandon Items 

 
Abandon any items of property, including motor vehicles, on or within a District 

Easement; 
 

503.4 Dump 
 

Deposit any debris, garbage, trash, hazardous material or toxic substance, liquid or solid 
waste or other form of refuse on or within a District Easement; 

 
503.5 Interference with Easement Rights 

 
Cause, permit or maintain any activity or condition off of or outside the territory of the 

District Easement which causes directly or indirectly a significant interference with the District's 
Easement rights; or 

 
503.6 Cause a Public or Private Nuisance 

 
Cause or permit any activity or condition on or within a District Easement which 

constitutes a public or private Nuisance. 
 

SECTION 504. Classes of Encroachment and Permits 
 

504.1 Three Classes of Encroachments 

As used in this Chapter with respect to District Easements, there are three classes of 
Encroachments: 
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504.1.1 Class One 
 

Encroachments which interfere only slightly with District Easements. Examples 
may include, but are not limited to; loose paving stones and similar landscaping features, 
flowerbeds, small shrubs, lawn and ground covers which do not impede normal use and 
operation of District Sewer System and may readily be removed and restored at a 
modest cost if access to the system is required. 

 
504.1.2 Class Two 

 
Encroachments which will cause significant interference with District Easements 

but which, due to being readily removable or by virtue of District mandated safeguards 
and/or mitigation measures, the interference can be ameliorated to an acceptable level. 
Examples may include, but are not limited to, fences, gates, driveways, paving, portable 
or readily removable structures, larger vegetation whose roots do not have a propensity 
to invade wastewater facilities, and cuts and fills. 

 

504.1.3 Class Three 
 

Encroachments which will cause significant interference with District Easements. 
Examples may include, but are not limited to, permanent structures such as buildings, 
swimming pools, permanent decks, retaining walls and reinforced concrete or masonry; 
temporary structures which are not readily removable from the easement; also trees, 
heavy brush, and vegetation that prevents District access to its facilities in the 
Easement; also any activities and conditions that are unlawful or prohibited by this Code 
or by other applicable laws. 

 
504.2 Unauthorized 

 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 504, Class Two and Class Three 

Encroachments are not authorized and, upon notice from District, shall not be maintained or 
permitted on District Easements. 

 
504.3 Removal and Elimination of Encroachment 

 
The Owner of the property over which the District has an Easement, and any other 

person who has caused or permitted an unauthorized Encroachment to exist, is obligated to 
promptly remove and eliminate the Encroachment upon notice from District. 

 
504.4 Permits 

 
The Owner of a property over which the District has an Easement who wishes to 

maintain a Class Two Encroachment or to obtain approval for a Class Three Encroachment 
existing prior to the adoption of this Code, shall, upon notification by the District that such an 
encroachment exists, apply for and obtain a District Encroachment Permit. 
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SECTION 505. Use of Public Wastewater Facilities Required 
 

505.1 Sewer Required 
 

All new construction or expansion of an existing building, which includes sanitary sewer 
service, within the District is required to connect to the District Sewer System, at the Owner’s 
expense, when the District Sewer System is “available.” For purposes of this provision, the 
District Sewer System is defined as “available” when that system (or any lateral connected to 
that system) is located less than 350 feet from any proposed building on any lot, or premises, of 
which any portion is within 100 feet of, and readily accessible to the District Sewer System. 

 
505.2 Occupancy Prohibited 

 
No building, industrial facility or other structure shall be occupied until the Owner of the 

premises has complied with all rules and regulations of the District. 
 

505.3 Disposal of Wastes 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in an 
unsanitary manner upon public or private property within the District, or in any area under the 
jurisdiction of said District, any Wastewater or Sewage. It shall be unlawful to construct or 
maintain any facility intended or used for the disposal of Sewage, unless such facility is 
specifically authorized and permitted under the laws of either the County of Ventura or the City 
of Ojai, or their successor agencies. 

 
505.4 Availability of Sewage Treatment Capacity 

 
If sewerage connection or treatment capacity is not available, the District may restrict 

service to new facilities located in areas where the capacity for such collection or treatment is 
not available, until sufficient capacity can be made available. 

 
SECTION 506. Limitations on Point of Discharge 

 
No Person shall discharge any substances directly into a manhole or other opening in 

the District’s Sewer System other than through an approved lateral or other means approved by 
the District. 

 
SECTION 507. Residential Use - General Prohibitions 

 
In addition to the other limitations and prohibitions contained in this Code, wastes 

discharged into the Sewer System shall not have characteristics which, by themselves or by 
interaction with other wastes, may: 

 
507.1. Environment Health and Safety. 

Endanger the environment or the health and safety of the public or of District personnel. 
 
 

507.2 Damage to the Sewer System. 

Cause damage to the Sewer System. 
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507.3 Extra Cost. 

Result in extra cost of collection, transmission, treatment or disposal. 

507.4 Interfere, Inhibit or Disrupt. Interfere with, inhibit or disrupt any Wastewater 
operations of the District’s Treatment Plant, its treatment processes, biosolids processes or 
other operations, in a manner that cause or contribute to violations of the District Permits, or any 
other regulatory requirement; or result in biosolids that are non-compliant with any applicable 
requirements. This prohibition shall include discharge violations due to improper flow rates or 
pollutant concentrations and also to increases in magnitude or duration of violations by the 
Treatment Plant. 

 
507.5 Swimming Pools 

 
It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge the contents of a swimming pool into the 

District Sewer System. 
 

507.6 Temporary Connection for Recreational Vehicles 
 

Discharge of Recreational Vehicle wastes may be approved, providing the dumping 
takes place at an approved cleanout location, for a period of no longer than 30 consecutive days 
or 30 days in a year’s time. The District may require payment for any excessive treatment and 
disposal costs or refuse permission to discharge certain prohibited wastes. Nothing in this 
section shall be so construed as to conflict with the regulations or enforcement provisions set 
forth in the Health and Safety Code or other existing laws rules and regulations adopted by the 
State of California. 

 
SECTION 508. Non-Residential Use 

 
The constituents regulated by this Code provide specific limits only where they 

are now reasonably well established; other constituents will be regulated from time to time as 
specific limits are established. In some cases, the concentration or amount of any particular 
constituent will depend on the results of technical determinations relating to the particular 
situation and the actions of regulatory agencies. 

 
508.1 An industrial users’ discharge into the District Sewer System shall be regulated in 
accordance with District Ordinance No. OVSD-49 which remains in full force and effect outside 
of this Code and provides, in part, as follows: (a) No user shall contribute or cause to be 
contributed, directly or indirectly, any pollutant or wastewater which will interfere with the 
operation or performance of publicly owned treatment works. These general prohibitions apply 
to all such users of the treatment works whether or not the user is subject to National 
Categorical Pretreatment Standards or any other nation, state or local pretreatment standards 
or requirements; and (b) Upon the promulgation of the Federal Categorical Pretreatment 
Standards for a particular industrial subcategory, the Federal Standard, if more stringent than 
limitations imposed under this Ordinance for sources in that subcategory, shall immediately 
supersede the limitations imposed under this Ordinance. Within 180 days after the effective 
date of a categorical pretreatment standard, any industrial user subject to such standards 
currently discharging or scheduled to discharge shall be required to submit to the District a 
report which contains the information and compliance schedule required through EPA 
Pretreatment Standards 40 CFR 403.12. 
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Chapter 6 
Permits for Connections and Repairs 

 
 

SECTION 600. Purpose 
 

This Chapter establishes regulations governing the conditions and requirements 
to apply for and obtain Permits that authorize the construction of connections to the 
District Sewer System and for repairs to connections, the construction of other private 
improvements necessary to utilize the District Sewer System and changes in the nature 
of the use of the District Sewer System. Permitting is necessary so the District can 
maintain compliance with its own permits to convey and treat Wastewater and to 
discharge the treated effluent. 

 
SECTION 601. Permit Required 

 
No person shall perform, cause or allow to be performed any act for which a 

Permit is required by this Code or other applicable law, unless a proper Permit has been 
issued by the District. Failure to obtain a Permit from the District when one is required is 
a violation of District rules and regulations and this Code. 

 
SECTION 602. Authorization to Issue a Permit 

 
Unless otherwise provided in this Code, the General Manager or other District 

Representative, is authorized to issue Permits. A Permit may be authorized for issuance 
subject to specified conditions that are to be satisfied either before or after the Permit is 
issued. If a condition must be satisfied before Permit issuance, the Permit does not 
become effective until the condition has been fully satisfied. If a condition is to be 
performed after issuance, the Permit is effective upon issuance but shall be subject to 
revocation if the condition is not satisfied within or during the times or other parameters 
specified in the Permit. 

 
SECTION 603. Applications for Permit 

 
All Permits shall be obtained from the Ojai Sanitary District office. The 

application shall be made upon such forms as may be provided by the District, and in 
accordance with such procedures as may from time to time be in effect. In any case, the 
applicant shall supply such information as may be required to enable the District to 
adequately evaluate the application. Every Permit application shall be signed by the 
Person for whom the permitted activity or condition is being sought or by the Person’s 
authorized representative. The applicant’s signature on the application constitutes the 
agreement by the applicant to comply with all of the provisions of this Code and the 
requirements and conditions of the Permit. The District will not review or approve an 
application until it is complete, in the form and manner required by the General Manager 
and all applicable fees and charges have been paid. 
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SECTION 604. Compliance with Permit Requirements and Conditions 
 

Upon issuance of a Permit, the applicant and all persons subject to the Permit 
shall comply fully with all Permit requirements and conditions. Deviations from Permit 
requirements and conditions are not allowed except upon the express written 
authorization of the District. 

 
SECTION 605. Period of Time When Permit is Effective 

 
A Permit shall become effective from the time it is issued and it shall remain in 

effect until it is no longer necessary for its intended purpose, has expired (if so 
specified), or has been revoked. 

 
SECTION 606. Payment of Permit Fees 

 
No Permit shall be issued until a complete application has been filed and 

approved and all applicable fees and charges have been paid in accordance with 
Chapter 3 of the Code. 

 
SECTION 607. Revocation of Permits 

 
For good cause, the District may revoke a Permit in accordance with the 

provisions in Chapter 9 of this Code regarding enforcement. 
 

SECTION 608. Activities Prohibited without a Permit 
 

No Person may engage in the following activities without first obtaining a written 
Permit from the District and paying all required fees and charges: 

 
608.1 Constructing, installing, altering, repairing, opening, 

uncovering, extending, connecting, or performing any type of work on 
any system that discharges Wastewater into the District Sewer System. 

 
608.2 Using any system, device, vehicle or other means for the 

purpose of discharging wastewater into the District Sewer System. 
 

608.3 Increasing the volume of discharge of Wastewater from 
any Premises into the District Sewer System beyond the volume 
authorized under an existing Permit. 

 
608.4 Changing the nature or volume of the discharge of 

Wastewater from any Premises into the District Sewer System beyond 
the nature and volume of the discharge authorized for such Premises 
under an existing Permit. 

 
608.5 Discharging Wastewater to the District Sewer System or 

performing any other act for which a District Permit is required without 
such a Permit. 
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608.6 Connecting to the District Sewer System when Easements 
or right-of-way necessary for the District to operate and maintain public facilities installed 
in private property have not been granted to and accepted by the District as required in 
Chapter Four, Section 408 of this Code. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
608.7 Performing any other act for which a District permit is 

required pursuant to this Code. 
 

SECTION 609. Special Use Permits 
 

Subject to fees, charges and/or special conditions consistent with the provisions 
of this Section, the General Manager is authorized, in his sole and absolute discretion, to 
issue to any Person a Special Use Permit (“SUP”) authorizing that Person to make 
temporary or special use of District Sewer System including, without limitation, 
temporary or special connections to the system. 

 
Prior to issuance, renewal or modification of a SUP, the applicant shall pay any 

required Special Use Permit Application Fee. 
 

An SUP shall be issued by the General Manager for a specified time period. The 
terms and conditions of a SUP shall be determined by the General Manager, in his sole 
and absolute discretion, on a case-by-case basis. The General Manager may, in his sole 
and absolute discretion, renew a SUP following its termination, and include in that 
renewed SUP revised terms and conditions. 

 
Under no circumstances shall issuance of an SUP confer upon the permittee a 

vested right to discharge wastewater into the District Sewer System. The issuance of an 
SUP shall not, under any circumstances, be construed by the permittee as a license or 
contract for services by and between the District and the permittee. 

 
The terms and conditions set forth in the SUP may include a monthly treatment 

fee that reflects the flow and loading characteristics of the permittee’s discharge 
calculated according to the formula set forth in Chapter 3, Section 302.7.3 plus other 
costs incurred by the District in collecting and treating the permittee’s discharge. Those 
costs may include administrative overhead costs, inspection, sampling and monitoring 
costs, and any other costs related to the impact of the permittee’s discharge on District 
Sewer System collection and treatment facilities. 

 
A SUP may include, without limitation, terms and conditions addressing the 

manner, location and hours in which the permittee may use the District Sewer System 
as well as the frequency of use and the minimum and maximum extent of use for any 
given period of time during which the SUP is in effect. 
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The District Manager may require the permittee to comply with terms and 
conditions set forth in a SUP for the protection of the District Sewer System, the public, 
and the environment. Those terms and conditions may, without limitation, include the 
following: 

 
• Restrictions on the permitee’s use of the District Sewer System (e.g. 

specified locations, hours, and frequency). 
 

• Restrictions on the manner in which the permittee may access and use the 
District Sewer System. 

 
• Limitations on the minimum and maximum extent that the permittee is 

allowed to use the District Sewer System. 
 

• Obligation of the permitee to defend, indemnify and hold the District harmless 
from liability arising from the permitee’s use of the District Sewer System. 

 
• Obligation of the permitee to maintain general commercial liability and 

automobile liability insurance policies naming the District as an additional 
insured. 

 
• Obligation of the permitee to comply with all laws and regulations relating to 

the permitee’s use of the District Sewer System 
 

• Requirement that any significant changes in the permitee’s operations that 
affect discharge rate, peak flow rate, or the permittee’s Wastewater 
constituents or characteristics be immediately reported to the General 
Manager. 

 
As applicable, the District shall mail a monthly invoice to each permittee subject 

to a SUP with monthly treatment fees.   Monthly treatment fees are due and payable 
upon receipt the invoice and, if not paid within 30 days of the mailing date of the invoice, 
shall be subject to a penalty of one percent (1.0%) per month on the unpaid balance. 

 
The District retains and reserves all powers authorized by applicable law for the 

collection of unpaid fees related to an SUP. (Ord. 75, 2015) 
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Chapter 7 
Inspections 

 
 

SECTION 700. Purpose 
 

This Chapter sets forth regulations, policies and procedures governing 
District inspections of Premises which are currently served by the District or whose 
owners have applied for a Permit to receive District services. District inspections are 
conducted for the purpose of determining compliance with the provisions of this Code, 
the provisions of any Permit issued pursuant to this Code or the provisions of any other 
applicable local, state and federal law that authorizes or requires the District to exercise 
its inspection power. The District’s inspection activities include, without limitation, 
inspections related: (1) Permit application and compliance; (2) Lateral construction, 
maintenance and repair; and, (3) Residential, commercial and industrial sewer 
connection, use and discharge. 

 
SECTION 701. Scope 

 
Unless otherwise provided in this Code or other legally controlling 

authority, all District inspections shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of this 
Chapter. 

 
SECTION 702. Right to Inspect 

 
Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 6523.2, in order to affect its 

powers, the District is hereby authorized to inspect private property located within the 
District for the purpose of determining compliance with the provisions of this Code, the 
provisions of any permit issued pursuant to this Code or the provisions of any other 
applicable local, state and federal law that authorizes or requires the District to exercise 
its inspection power. 

 
Except as otherwise may be provided in this Code, the District may enter 

upon the private property of any person within the jurisdiction of the District in order to 
investigate possible violations of this Code or any other applicable laws. The 
investigation shall be made with the consent of the owner or tenant of the property or, if 
consent is refused, with a warrant duly issued pursuant to the procedures set forth in 
Title 13 (commencing with Section 1822.5) of part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 

 
SECTION 703. Access for Inspection and Testing 

 
Owners or occupants of premises where Wastewater is created, held or 

discharged into the District Sewer System shall allow the District’s authorized 
representative ready access at all such reasonable times (or at other times when 
occasioned by Emergency circumstances) to all parts of the Premises for the purpose of 
inspecting, sampling, monitoring or performing any or all of the duties required to 
implement and enforce the provisions of this Code or any Permit issued pursuant to his 
Code. The District’s authorized representative shall further have the right to install and 
use on said Premises such devices as are required to conduct sampling, metering or 
monitoring operations or other of the aforementioned duties. In the event an Owner or 
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occupant has established security measures requiring identification and clearance prior 
to entry onto the premises, the Owner or occupant shall furnish and provide such 
identification or clearance to the District’s authorized representative so as to permit 
ready access by the District’s authorized representative to the Premises for the purposes 
described in this Section. 

 
SECTION 704. Work-Related Inspections 

 
704.1. Any and all construction, maintenance, and/or repair work (hereinafter 

referred to in this Chapter as “Work”) performed on any Wastewater facilities that are 
subject to the permitting authority of the District (hereinafter referred to in this Chapter as 
“Facilities”), shall be inspected by the District to ensure compliance with District 
requirements. It shall be sole responsibility of the Owner to inform the District of the 
Work, and to arrange all required inspections related to the Work. The District shall be 
allowed to inspect Facilities at any stage of Work. Facilities must be tested and 
inspected by the District when Work is completed but before use is made of the 
Facilities. If the tests prove satisfactory, the District shall issue a certificate of satisfactory 
completion. No Facilities upon which Work is being performed shall be covered at any 
point until those Facilities have been inspected and certified by the District. Where Work 
includes initial connection or a reconnection of Facilities to the District’s sewer system, 
Facilities shall not be connected to the District’s sewer system until all authorized Work 
has been completed, inspected, approved and certified by the District. Work involving 
excavation construction shall be in compliance with OSHA’s Rules and Regulations for 
Construction Employment Title 29 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1926.650-652, 
(Subpart P), and, as applicable, CA OSHA safety rules, orders and regulations. 

 
704.2. Certification of Owner’s Work by the District shall not relieve Owner from 

complying with any other provisions of this Code or applicable law. Owner shall hold 
District harmless and indemnify District for any claim, liability or damage arising from 
Owner’s Work, including, without limitation, Work design, construction and materials. 

 
704.3. It is the responsibility of the Owner, or the Owner’s agent, to provide the 

District with a minimum of one (1) working day advance notice of when Work performed 
on Facilities is ready for District inspection. The inspection shall be made during normal 
District working hours. 

 
704.4. The Owner or the Owner’s agent shall have all Facilities upon which Work 

was performed uncovered to facilitate the District’s inspection of the Work.   The Owner 
or the Owner’s agent shall provide and make available, to the inspector, any necessary 
special equipment to accomplish a thorough and complete inspection of the Work. No 
inspections of Work will be made if the inspector’s view of the Facilities is blocked or 
obscured.   No inspection shall be made if the inspector determines that the work site is 
in an unsafe condition. The Owner or the Owner’s agent, shall, at their sole cost, remove 
all materials, equipment, backfill and other objects, at the direction of the inspector, so 
as to facilitate the inspection. 

 
SECTION 705. Unsatisfactory Work 

 
Where the District determines that inspected Work does not meet District 

requirements, the District shall provide the Owner with written notice specifying those 
corrections required for the Work to comply with said requirements. 
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SECTION 706. Responsibility for Defects 
 

All persons performing Work on Facilities shall be responsible for their own errors 
and omissions and those of their agents, subcontractors and employees. If, upon being 
notified in writing by the District of any defects in the Work or a violation of any 
applicable District requirements in the performance of the Work, such persons do not act 
to remedy the problems within the time frame specified by the District, the District may 
do so and recoup the expenses incurred from the responsible persons in accordance 
with applicable law. 

 
SECTION 707. Facilities Not to Be Used Prior to Certification 

 
No Facilities shall be placed in use until all Work performed on those Facilities 

has been approved by the District and a Certificate of Final Inspection has been issued. 
 

SECTION 708. Other Inspections 
 

In accordance with this Code, District policies and procedures and other 
applicable law, the District may conduct periodic inspections of any residential, 
commercial and industrial Facilities related to those Facilities’ sewer connections, use 
and discharge. In addition, the District may conduct administrative area searches, 
provided those searches are conducted pursuant to established legal standards and an 
established plan or scheme. 

 
SECTION 709. Inspection Fees 

 
As set forth in this Code, and in accordance with applicable law, the District may 

impose fees and charges for District inspections. 
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Chapter 8 
Design and Construction Standards and 

District Compliance with the Uniform Public 
Construction Cost Accounting Act 

 
 

SECTION 800. Purpose 
 

The purpose of this Chapter is to set forth certain minimum standards for the 
design and construction of the District Sewer System. This Chapter also sets forth the 
informal bidding procedures with which the District must comply in selecting contractors 
for District projects pursuant to Uniform Construction Cost Accounting Act, Public 
Contract Code 22030 et seq. 

 
SECTION 801. Minimum Standards for the Design and Construction of 
Sewers within the District 

 
801.1 Design and Construction Standards 

 
Minimum standards for the design and construction of sewers within the District 

shall be in accordance with the Design and Construction Standards heretofore or 
hereafter adopted by this District, copies of which are on file in the District Office. The 
District may permit modifications or may require higher standards where unusual 
conditions are encountered, or when it is in the interest of the District to do so. 

 
801.2 Adoption of “County of Ventura Public Works Agency Sewerage 
Manual.” 

 
Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 6491.1, the “County of 

Ventura Public Works Agency Sewerage Manual” is hereby adopted by reference and 
made a part hereof, provided that (1) references to administrative authorities therein be 
construed, wherever applicable based on context, to refer to the Ojai Valley Sanitary 
District, Ojai Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors or other authorized District 
representative, and (2) the General Manager is authorized, on a case-by-case basis, to 
approve project specifications that vary from the requirements set forth in the “County of 
Ventura Public Works Agency Sewerage Manual.” 

 
801.3 Adoption of “Ventura County Waterworks District No. 1,16, 17 19 

Rules and Regulations, Part 10, Section H – Design of Sewer 
Systems.” 

 
Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 6491.1, “Ventura County 

Waterworks District No. 1,16, 17 19 Rules and Regulations, Part 10, Section H – Design 
of Sewer Systems” is hereby adopted by reference and made a part hereof, provided 
that, (1) references to administrative authorities therein be construed, wherever 
applicable based on context, to refer to the Ojai Valley Sanitary District, Ojai Valley 
Sanitary District Board of Directors or other authorized District representative, and (2) 
the General Manager is authorized, on a case-by-case basis, to approve project 
specifications that vary from the requirements set forth in the “County of Ventura Public 
Works Agency Sewerage Manual.” 



8 - 2  

801.4 Adoption of “Standard Plans for Public Works Construction” 
 

Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 6491.1, “Standard Plans 
for Public Works Construction” (as published by Public Works Standards, Inc.) is hereby 
adopted by reference and made a part hereof, provided that, (1) references to 
administrative authorities therein be construed, wherever applicable based on context, to 
refer to the Ojai Valley Sanitary District, Ojai Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors 
or other authorized District representative, and (2) the General Manager is authorized, 
on a case-by-case basis, to approve project specifications that vary from the 
requirements set forth in the “County of Ventura Public Works Agency Sewerage 
Manual.” 

 
801.5 Adoption of “Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction” 

 
Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 6491.1, “Standard 

Specifications for Public Works Construction” (as published by Public Works Standards, 
Inc.) is hereby adopted by reference and made a part hereof, provided that, (1) 
references to administrative authorities therein be construed, wherever applicable based 
on context, to refer to the Ojai Valley Sanitary District,   Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
Board of Directors or other authorized District representative, and (2) the General 
Manager is authorized, on a case-by-case basis, to approve project specifications that 
vary from the requirements set forth in the “County of Ventura Public Works Agency 
Sewerage Manual.” 

 
801.6. Acceptance Requirements 

 
All installation work shall be done in accordance with the plans and specifications 

and conditions as approved and imposed by the District. On completion of the 
installation, it shall be conveyed to the District free, clear of all liens and encumbrances 
and shall become the property of the District. “As-built” drawings with mylar’s, showing 
the actual location of all mains, structures, “Y’s”, laterals and cleanouts shall be filed with 
the District before final acceptance of the work.   In addition, an Indemnity Agreement 
with a corporate surety guaranteeing the system free from defects for a period of one 
year from acceptance by the District shall be required. 

 
 

SECTION 802. Compliance with California Public Contract Code 
 

802.1 Public projects constructed for or by the District will be subject to the 
“Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act,” Public Contract Code, Division 2, 
Part 3, Chapter 2, Article 2 (Public Contract Code Section 22000 et seq.), including, 
without limitation, those uniform construction cost accounting procedures commencing 
with Public Contracts Code Section 22010. 



9 - 1  

Chapter 9 
Enforcement 

 
 

SECTION 900. Purpose; Violators Subject to Enforcement Provisions 
 

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish the procedures for the enforcement of this 
Code and other District ordinances, rules or regulations. Any person who violates any provision 
of this Code or who violates any District ordinance, rule or regulation or who alters or tampers 
with sewer facilities so as to render the operation thereof inconsistent with the approved plans, 
specifications or conditions for such facilities, shall be subject to these enforcement provisions. 
Each day that a violation of this Code or a District ordinance, rule, regulation or condition 
deviates from such approved plans, specifications or conditions continues shall constitute a 
separate and additional violation. 

 
SECTION 901. Remedies Cumulative 

SECTION 901. Remedies Cumulative 

The remedies provided in this Code are cumulative and not exclusive. Any and all 
remedies provided in this Code may be used alternatively or in addition to any or all other 
remedies available to the District including, without limitation, those remedies set forth in 
Chapter 11 of this Code regulating industrial use dischargers and those remedies set forth in 
rules and regulations promulgated by other governmental agencies that have appropriate 
jurisdiction and authority. 

 
Nothing in this Code shall be interpreted to, nor does it, relieve any person from 

complying with this Code, those District ordinances, rules and regulations which, although 
expressly excepted from this Code, remain in full force in effect, or any other applicable local, 
state or federal law. (Ord. 76, 2015) 

 
SECTION 902. Responsibility 

 
The primary responsibility for enforcement of this Code is vested in the Board and shall 

be executed by the General Manager and other authorized District representatives. The 
District's representatives are authorized and empowered to act as enforcement agents of the 
District with power to inspect and issue notices of violations of the provisions of this Code. 
However, the final determination of the existence of a violation of any of the provisions of this 
Code (including, without limitation, levying of fines, termination of service, revocation of permits, 
and civil and criminal court actions) shall be made by the District Board. 

 
SECTION 903. Power and Authority of District 

 
The District may refuse to furnish sewer service and may discontinue services as 

provided by this Code and other applicable law.   The District may refuse to furnish sewer 
service and may discontinue services to any premises where apparatus, appliances or 
equipment is found to be detrimental or injurious to the sewer service furnished by the District to 
other users. The District shall have the right to refuse or discontinue sewer service, or both, to 
any premises if necessary to protect itself against fraud, abuse, or damage to the system. In 
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addition, no connection to public sewers shall be permitted until work has been authorized, fees 
paid, and such connection meets all requirements of the District. 

 
In accordance with the provisions of this Code and applicable law, the General Manager 

and other duly authorized employees of the District bearing proper credentials and identification 
shall be permitted to enter upon all properties within the District’s jurisdiction for the purpose of 
inspection, maintenance of sanitary and waste disposal facilities, observation, measurement, 
sampling, and testing. The General Manager and other duly authorized employees are further 
empowered to ascertain the nature of such premises, the type of activities carried on therein, 
the number and type of plumbing fixtures and appliances situated therein, and any other facts 
and information reasonably necessary to carry out the provisions of this Code. 

 
SECTION 904. Excessive Sewer Maintenance Expense 

 
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged to any District facilities, either 

directly or indirectly, any waste that creates a stoppage, plugging, breakage, reduction in sewer 
capacity or any other damage to sewers or sewerage facilities of the District. Any excessive 
sewer or sewerage maintenance expense, or any other expense attributable thereto, shall be 
charged to the offending person by the District. 

 
SECTION 905. Malicious Damage to Sewer Facilities 

 
Any unauthorized entering, breaking, damaging destroying, uncovering, defacing or 

tampering with any structure, equipment or appurtenance, which is a part of the District 
sewerage system shall be a violation of this Code, the California Penal Code and subject to the 
penalties provided by law. 

 
SECTION 906. Notice of Violation 

 
Except as may otherwise be provided in this Code, or other applicable law, the form and 

procedures for issuing a Notice of Violation are as set forth in this provision. 
 

Whenever it is found that any person has violated, is violating. or threatens to violate this 
Code or any other District ordinance, rule or regulation, or any prohibition, limitation or 
requirement contained therein or in any sewer permit issued pursuant thereto, the District may 
serve upon such person a Notice of Violation. A Notice of Violation shall state the nature of the 
violation and provide a reasonable time, not to exceed thirty (30) days, for its satisfactory 
correction and the submission of an explanation of the circumstances giving rise to such 
violation. The Notice of Violation may set forth a compliance schedule with specific actions the 
user shall take in order to correct the violation. In addition, the Notice of Violation may require 
inspections or sampling and may impose other requirements deemed necessary. The Notice of 
Violation may also contain a statement that additional enforcement action may be pursued if 
corrective actions are not accomplished as scheduled. 

 
If the General Manager receives a request from a person required to comply with a 

Notice of Violation, the General Manager may grant an extension for any period of time to 
correct or remedy the violation if the General Manager determines that such an extension of 
time will not create or perpetuate imminent danger to the public health and safety. The General 
Manager shall have the authority to place reasonable conditions on such extension. 
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SECTION 907. Emergency Work 
 

In the event repairs, construction or other public work is performed on any 
premises pursuant to any provision of law authorizing the emergency performance of public 
work and the expenditure of public funds, or pursuant to any other provision of law authorizing 
public work on private property in order to correct, eliminate or abate a condition upon such 
premises which threatens to cause, causes, or caused a violation of any provision of this Code, 
or any other requirement of law, the person responsible for the occurrence or condition giving 
rise to such work, the occupant and the Owner of the premises shall be liable, jointly and 
severally, to the District for such expenditures of public funds. 

 
 

SECTION 908. Injunction 
 

Upon a determination by the District that a discharge of wastewater is in violation of 
the provisions of this Code or any other District ordinance, rule or regulation or otherwise 
causes or threatens to cause a condition of contamination, pollution, or nuisance or in the case 
of non-discharge violations or other such non-compliance with a District permit, compliance 
schedule or any District standard, condition or requirement or in any case of tampering with any 
District sewer facility so as to render such facility out of compliance with any District-approved 
plans, specifications or permit conditions, the District may petition the Superior Court for the 
issuance of a restraining order or a preliminary injunction, or any or all of these, as may be 
deemed appropriate by the District. 

 
SECTION 909. Termination of Service 

 
909.1 To fully effect its powers, the District may terminate wastewater service to 

any premises from which wastes or wastewater have been discharged, are being discharged, or 
are threatened to be discharged in violation of any provision of this Code or other District 
ordinance, rule or regulation, or because of delinquency in the payment of any charge or fee 
lawfully imposed by the District, or because of a violation of any other requirement of law. 

 
909.2 Prior to termination of service however the District shall notify, in writing 

the Owner and tenant if any, of such property that service is intended to be so terminated and 
conduct a hearing thereon as herein provided. Such notice shall be mailed to the Owner at the 
address shown on the records of the Assessor of Ventura County or as known to the clerk, and 
a copy shall be delivered to the tenant if any or posted conspicuously on the property. In 
addition, a copy of the notice will be provided to the Building Official and Health Department. 
The notice shall state the date of proposed termination of service and the reasons therefore and 
the date, time and place the District Board shall hold a hearing upon such intended termination. 
Such hearing shall not be held less than 10 days subsequent to the giving of notice as herein 
required. 

 
909.3 At the time designated for the hearing the Board of Directors shall hold 

the hearing and may adjourn the hearing from time to time. Upon the final hearing, the Board of 
Directors shall make its determination.   If the Board of Directors, at the close of the hearing, 
finds that a violation of any rule or regulation exists, the Board of Directors may order the 
termination of service to the property in which such violation exists. 
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909.4 Upon a finding by the Board of Directors that a violation exists, the Board 
of Directors may direct the General Manager to proceed with the disconnection of the service to 
said property in which the violation is found to exist. 

 
909.5 Said property shall not be reconnected to the District system until: 

 
909.5.1 The violation is corrected by the user; and 

 
909.5.2 A deposit is made to the District in an amount sufficient to 

pay all costs incurred directly and indirectly in the disconnection of service to the property and 
an estimated amount sufficient to pay all costs of reconnection. (The District shall refund any 
unused monies in the deposit after payment of all said costs.) 

 
909.6 During the period of such disconnection, habitation of such premises by 

human beings shall constitute a public nuisance, whereupon the District shall cause 
proceedings to be brought for the abatement for the occupancy of said premises by human 
beings during the period of such disconnection. In such event and as a condition of 
reconnection, there is to be paid to the District a reasonable attorney’s fee and cost of suits 
arising in said action. 

 
909.7 The District hereby declares that the foregoing procedures are 

established as a means of enforcement of the terms and conditions of this Code and any other 
District ordinances, rules and regulations, and not as a penalty. 

 
909.8 Notwithstanding the foregoing, any unauthorized connection with, 

opening into or discharge to the District’s sewerage system or appurtenances may be abated by 
the District without notice if such unauthorized connection, opening or discharge poses an 
imminent threat of damage to the District’s sewerage system or of injury to the public health, 
safety and welfare. 

 
SECTION 910. Correction of Violations; Liability for District Enforcement Expenses, 
Losses or Damages 

 
In order to enforce the provisions of this Code or any other District ordinance, rule or 

regulation, the District may correct any violation thereof. Any person violating any of the 
provisions of this Code or any other District ordinance, rule or regulation, or any permit imposed 
pursuant thereto shall become liable to the District for expenses, losses or damages occasioned 
by the District by reason of such violation, unless waived by the District for good cause. For the 
purposes of this provision, “expenses, losses or damages” shall include, but not be limited to, 
reasonable attorney’s fees incurred by the District for negotiations, consultations, litigation or 
otherwise, and shall include reimbursement to the District for the costs to it of the hours 
expended by the employees of the District by reason of such violation and all other costs and 
expenses so occasioned. Said expenses, losses or damages shall be considered costs to 
correct the violation and, pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 6523.3, the District shall 
have, in addition to any other remedies provided for herein or by law, such remedies for the 
collection of said costs as it has for the collection of sewer service charges. 

 
The District’s sewer systems are regulated by the State and Federal Governments. 

Such regulations require the District to report violations of those agency’s regulations which are 
discovered by the District in the course of its monitoring, inspection or other activities. Any fines 
or penalties imposed by another governmental agency on the District for a condition of 
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noncompliance caused by a wastewater discharger shall be considered damages to the District 
for which the person or persons causing the noncompliance shall be liable to the District. In 
addition, any person who negligently allows or intentionally discharges or causes the discharge 
of prohibited sewage liquid waste or non-domestic wastes to the public sewer and such 
discharge causes damage to District facilities or causes detrimental effects on District treatment 
processes shall be liable to the District for all damages occasioned thereby. 

 
SECTION 911. Nuisance. 

 
Any discharge, threatened discharge or other condition which is in any manner a violation of the 
provision of this Code or of any permit issued pursuant to this Code or of any order or directive 
of a District representative authorized by this Code or of any other District ordinance, rule or 
regulation, is unlawful and a public nuisance. The nuisance may be abated, removed, or 
enjoined and damages assessed in any manner provided by law. 

 
SECTION 912. Right to Inspect 

 
Except as otherwise may be provided in this Code, the District may enter upon the 

private property of any person within the jurisdiction of the District in order to investigate 
possible violations of this Code or any other applicable laws. The investigation shall be made 
with the consent of the owner or tenant of the property or, if consent is refused, with a warrant 
duly issued pursuant to the procedures set forth in Title 13 (commencing with Section 1822.5) of 
part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 

 
SECTION 913. Revocation of Permit 

 
913.1 Subject to the procedure set forth in Section 913.2 below, the District Board may 

revoke any Permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this Code upon a determination by the 
District Board that: 

 
913.1.1 The permittee has failed to factually report the Wastewater constituents, 
characteristics or volume of a Permitted Wastewater discharge; 

 
913.1.2 The permittee has failed to report significant or substantial changes in 
the operations conducted upon the premises to which the Permit pertains or has 
failed to report significant or substantial changes in Wastewater constituents, 
characteristics, or volumes pertaining to the premises; 

 
913.1.3. The permittee has failed to factually report other relevant information 
requested by the District in connection with its consideration and issuance of the 
Permit or has failed to report significant or substantial changes in the information; 

 
913.1.4. The permittee has refused, or failed to allow, reasonable access to the 
premises to which the Permit pertains; or 

 
913.1.5. The permittee has violated, caused to be violated or allowed to be 
violated, any term, condition, or provision of the Permit. 

 
913.2 Prior to revocation of the Permit, the District shall notify, in writing, the premises' 

Owner, any tenant and the alleged violator that the Permit is intended to be revoked. The notice 
shall state the date of the proposed revocation, the reason(s) for the revocation, and the date, 
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time and place a hearing will be held by the District Board upon the question of revocation of the 
Permit, The notice shall be mailed to the Owner at the address shown on the records of the 
assessor of the County of Ventura, or as known to the District, and a copy shall be delivered to 
the tenant or posted conspicuously on the property. The hearing shall not be held sooner than 
ten (10) days subsequent to the giving of the required notice. The Owner, any tenant, the 
alleged violator, the District's representatives and any other Person the District Board deems 
appropriate shall be heard at the hearing on the question of revocation of the Permit. The 
District Board shall make such orders as it deems appropriate under the circumstances and in 
furtherance of the purposes and intent of the Permit and other provisions of this Code. 

 
SECTION 914. Criminal Penalties 

 
Any person found to be violating the provisions of this Code, California Penal Code or 

any other District Ordinance, rule or regulation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a 
fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1000.00), or imprisonment in the County Jail for a 
period not to exceed thirty (30) days, or both, for each violation committed. Each date in which 
any such violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. If the District believes a 
criminal offense has been committed hereunder, it may refer the matter to the District Attorney 
for prosecution. 

 
SECTION 915. Administrative Citations, Fines and Penalties 

 
915.1 Purpose 

 
The purpose of this Section is to establish procedures for the administrative enforcement 

of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code of Regulations (“Code”) through the issuance of 
Administrative Citations and the imposition of Administrative Fines or Penalties. These 
administrative enforcement procedures are in addition to, and not in lieu of, any other applicable 
enforcement procedures set forth in the Code, other District ordinances or in state or federal 
law. This Section is not intended to limit the enforcement or prosecutorial discretion of the 
General Manager, or his designee, to impose or seek any remedy available, civil or criminal, for 
violations of the Code or other District ordinances. 

 
915.2 Responsible Person 

 
For purposes of this Section, the term “Responsible Person” may mean any of the 

following: 
 

915.2.1 The Owner of a Parcel within the District’s jurisdiction where the 
District determines that a violation of the Code exists on the Parcel. 

 
915.2.2 The Owner of a Parcel who, by action or failure to act, allows a 

Code violation to continue on the Parcel. 
 

915.2.3 The Owner of a Parcel whose lessee, occupant, agent, employee, 
or independent contractor causes, maintains or allows a Code violation to occur or continue on 
the Parcel. 

 
915.2.4 Any Person who the District determines to be responsible for a 

violation of the Code. 
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915.3 Issuance of Administrative Citation 
 

915.3.1 When the General Manager, or his designee, determines that a 
violation of the Code exists on a Parcel located within the jurisdictional boundaries of the 
District, the General Manager, or his designee, may issue an Administrative Citation to the 
Responsible Person. 

 
915.3.2 If, following a District investigation, the General Manager, or his 

designee, determines that a Responsible Person committed a violation of the Code, the General 
Manager, or his designee, may issue an Administrative Citation to that Responsible Person for 
the violation even though the General Manager, or his designee, did not actually observe the 
Responsible Person committing the violation. 

 
915.3.3 An Administrative Fine shall become effective on the date stated 

in the Administrative Citation (hereafter referred to as the “Effective Date of the Fine”). Following 
the Effective Date of the Fine, the District shall require the Responsible Person to pay that 
Administrative Fine in accordance with, and subject to, the provisions set forth in this Section. 

 
915.3.4 Each day a Responsible Person allows a Code violation to exist 

may be treated as a separate violation, and that Responsible Person may be subject to a 
separate Administrative Fine for each separate violation. 

 
915.3.5 An Administrative Citation may charge a Code violation for one or 

more days on which a violation exists and for violation of one or more Code sections. 
 

915.3.6 The issuance of an Administrative Citation or payment of an 
Administrative Fine does not bar the District from pursuing any other enforcement action 
regarding a Code violation that is not corrected, including issuing additional Administrative 
Citations or referring the matter for criminal prosecution. 

 
915.4 Contents of Administrative Citation 

 
915.4.1 The Administrative Citation shall be issued on a form prescribed 

by the General Manager and shall contain the following information: 
 

915.4.1.1 The form shall be titled “Administrative Citation.” 
 

915.4.1.2 The name and signature of the individual issuing 
the Administrative Citation. 

 

915.4.1.3 The name of the Responsible Person. 
 

915.4.1.4 Date on which an inspection, observation or 
investigation established the Code violation(s). 

 
915.4.1.5 Code Section(s) violated. 

 

915.4.1.6 Address or location where the Code violation(s) 
was established. 

 

915.4.1.7 Description of the Code violation(s). 
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915.4.1.8 The amount and the Effective Date of the 
Fine for each violation. 

 

915.4.1.9 An order to the Responsible Person to correct the 
violation(s) prior to the Effective Date of the Fine, and an explanation of the consequences of 
failure to correct the violation(s). 

 
915.4.1.10 An explanation of how the fine shall be paid and 

directing that it be made payable to the District, the time period within which it shall be paid, and 
the address at which the fine payment shall be remitted or mailed. 

 
915.4.1.11 A statement regarding the right and specific 

procedures to appeal the Administrative Citation. 
 

915.4.2 A self-addressed envelope shall accompany any Administrative 
Citation issued by the District so that the Responsible Person may mail payment of the specified 
administrative fine to the District. 

 

915.4.3 The District shall retain a copy of each Administrative Citation 
issued. 

 

915.5 Establishment of Administrative Fines or Penalties. Fines and penalties may 
be imposed pursuant to this Section 915 et seq. as follows: 

 
915.5.1 A fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day for 

the first violation up to a maximum of one thousand dollars ($1000.00). 
 

915.5.2 A fine not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day for a 
second violation of the same standard or requirement within one year up to a maximum of two 
thousand dollars ($2000.00). 

 
915.5.3 A fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day for a 

third violation of the same standard or requirement within one year up to a maximum of four 
thousand dollars ($4000.00). 

 
915.5.4 Civil administrative fines which are not paid by the due date 

established by the Administrative Citation (or the General Manager in accordance with District 
regulations) will be assessed a late payment penalty equal to one percent (1%) of the total 
amount due per month. 

 
915.6 Service of Administrative Citations 

 
An Administrative Citation may be served on the Responsible Person as follows: 

 
915.6.1 Personal Service. The General Manager, or his designee, shall 

attempt to locate and personally serve the Responsible Person. If possible, the General 
Manager or his designee shall obtain the signature of the Responsible Person on the 
Administrative Citation in order to record the Responsible Person’s receipt of such 
Administrative Citation. But if the Responsible Person refuses or fails to sign the Administrative 
Citation, the failure or refusal to sign shall not affect the validity of the citation or subsequent 



9 - 9  

proceedings and the General Manager, or his designee, shall make service of the citation as 
otherwise provided herein. 

 
915.6.2 Mail. If for any reason the General Manager, or his designee, is 

unable to personally serve the Administrative Citation on the Responsible Person, the 
Administrative Citation shall be mailed to the Responsible Person by certified, first-class mail, 
return receipt requested and postage prepaid. Where the Responsible Person is the Owner of 
the Parcel on which a Code violation exists, the Administrative Citation shall be mailed to the 
Responsible Person at the address for the Parcel as shown on the latest Ventura County 
property tax assessment roll. Where a Code violation occurs and the Responsible Person is not 
the Owner of a Parcel, the Administrative Citation shall be mailed to the last known address for 
the Responsible Person on file with the District or other governmental entity. The failure of a 
Responsible Person to receive a properly addressed Administrative Citation shall not affect the 
validity of any proceeding under this Section 915. Service of the Administrative Citation by mail 
shall be effective on the date of mailing. 

 
915.6.3 Posting of Citation. The General Manager, or his designee, may 

post the Administrative Citation by affixing the Administrative Citation to a surface in a 
conspicuous location on any real property in which the Responsible Person has a legal interest, 
and such posting shall be deemed effective service and notice. Posting of the Administrative 
Citation is either an alternative, or in addition, to service by mail (subsection 915.6.2). Failure of 
a posted citation to remain in place after posting shall in no way affect the validity of the citation 
or the proceeding. Service shall be deemed effective pursuant to posting on the date that the 
citation is actually posted. 

 
915.7 Opportunity to Correct Continuing Violation 

 
915.7.1 Where a continuing violation pertains to a violation of this Code 

that does not create an immediate danger to public health and safety, the General Manager, or 
his designee, shall allow the Responsible Person a reasonable amount of time to correct or 
otherwise remedy the violation prior to the Effective Date of the Fine. The determination of what 
constitutes a reasonable amount of time shall be determined in the sole and absolute discretion 
of the General Manager, or his designee, based on the following: 

 
915.7.1.1 Magnitude of the violation; 

 

915.7.1.2 Likelihood of violation to cause harm to persons or 
property; 

 

915.7.1.3 Cost to correct the violation; and 
 

915.7.1.4 Effect of the violation on the District Sewerage 
Facilities; 

 

9.15.7. 2         If the Responsible Person demonstrates to the General Manager, 
or his designee, that a Code violation cited in an Administrative Citation was corrected or 
otherwise remedied on or before the Effective Date of the Fine for that violation or the date 
otherwise specified by the General Manager in accordance with subsection 915.8, he shall not 
be assessed an Administrative Fine for the violation. 
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9.15.7.3 If the Responsible Person fails to demonstrate to the General 
Manager, or his designee, that a Code violation cited in an Administrative Citation was corrected 
or otherwise remedied on or before the Effective Date of the Fine for that violation or the date 
otherwise specified by the General Manager in accordance with subsection 915.8, the 
applicable Administrative Fine must be paid to the District within 10 days of the Effective Date of 
the Fine or the date otherwise specified by the General Manager in accordance with subsection 
915.8 . 

 
915.7.4 Subsection 915.7 may not be construed as a waiver of any fee or 

payment that would ordinarily be required pursuant to the Code. 
 

915.8 General Manager Authority. Without the prior approval of or subsequent 
ratification by the Board, the General Manager is authorized to do the following: 

 
915.8.1 Decrease or increase the amount of time specified in the 

Administrative Citation for a Responsible Person to correct or otherwise remedy a Code 
violation; 

 
915.8.2 Extend the Effective Date of the Fine specified in an 

Administrative Citation; 
 

915.8.3 Impose an administrative fine or penalty on a Responsible Person 
for a Code violation at or below the upper limit or “cap” for that violation as established in the 
Schedule of Fines and Penalties adopted by resolution of the District’s Board of Directors. The 
General Manager’s determination as to amount of fine or penalty imposed may be based on any 
or all of the following factors: 

 
915.8.3.1 Magnitude of the violation; 

 

915.8.3.2 Likelihood of violation to cause harm to persons or 
property; 

 

915.8.3.3 Duration of the violation; 
 

915.8.3.4 Effect of the violation on the District Sewerage Facilities; 
 

915.8.3.5 Compliance history of the Responsible Person; and 
 

915.8.3.6 Good faith of the Responsible Person where “Good 
Faith” is defined as the Responsible Person’s honest intention to remedy noncompliance 
manifested by actions which give support to this intention. 

 
915.9 Satisfaction of Administrative Citation 

 

915.9.1 A Responsible Person who is issued an Administrative Citation 
must: 

 

915.9.1.1 Pay Administrative Fines imposed by the District 
within 10 days of the Effective Date of the Fine, subject to the provisions set forth in subsections 
915.7 and 915.8; and 
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915.9.1.2 Demonstrate to the General Manager or his 
designee, that each Code violation cited in an Administrative Citation has been corrected or 
remedied on or before the Effective Date of the Fine for the violation, or within the time-frame 
otherwise approved by the General Manager pursuant to subsection 915.8. 

 
915.10 Appeal of Administrative Citation 

 
A Responsible Person who has received an Administrative Citation may appeal 

the issuance of that Administrative Citation in accordance with the procedures set forth in 
Chapter 9, Section 917. 

 
915.11 Judicial Review 

 
915.11.1 Notwithstanding Chapter 9, Section 917.6 (and in accordance with 

Government Code section 53069.4) a Person may seek judicial review of a final decision by the 
District regarding an Administrative Citation issued pursuant to this Section by filing an appeal 
with the Ventura County Superior Court Clerk within 20 calendar days after the date the Notice 
of Decision was served. Any appeal filed with the Superior Court shall contain a proof of service 
showing that a copy of the appeal was served upon the District. The Responsible Person must 
pay the appropriate filing fees. 

 
915.11.2 Within 15 days of receiving a request from the Superior Court to 

forward the District’s file on a particular Administrative Citation, the District’s legal counsel shall 
forward to the superior court the appropriate Notice of Decision, Administrative Citation and 
other documentation. If the Superior Court reverses, in whole or in part, any decision of the 
District Board, the District shall refund to the appellant the Superior Court filing fee and, in 
accordance with the judgment of the court, administrative fines paid by the Responsible Person. 

 
915.12 Collection of Delinquent Administrative Fines or Penalties 

 
Administrative fine and penalties that have not been timely paid by a Person as 

required by this Section may be added to and become part of the charges fixed by the District 
for sewer services furnished to the Parcel subject to the administrative fines or penalties. Those 
charges, inclusive of administrative fines and penalties, may be collected by any of the means 
for collection of sewer service charges set forth in Chapter 3, Section 303 of this Code. 
(Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 5473 et seq., Health and Safety Code Section 
6523.3) 

 
 

SECTION 916. Right to Board Hearing prior to District Correcting a Violation, Abating a 
Nuisance, Seeking Injunctive Relief or Referring a Violation for Criminal Prosecution 

 
916.1 Prior to correcting a violation under Section 910, seeking a temporary 

restraining order or injunction under Section 908, taking action to abate a nuisance under 
Section 911 or referring a violation for criminal prosecution under Section 914 or other provision 
of this Code, the District Board of Directors shall conduct a hearing to consider the proposed 
action. 

 
916.2 The Person or Persons affected by the proposed action shall be given at 

least 30 days’ written notice of the hearing by certified, first class mail, return receipt requested 
and return receipt requested and postage prepaid, and shall be given the opportunity to present 
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evidence and testimony related to the matter in accordance with procedures adopted by the 
Board. 

 
916.3 In considering the proposed action, the Board may, in its sole discretion, 

approve, disapprove or modify the proposed action. In so doing, the Board may make any 
adjustments and impose any conditions on the action in order to properly apply the provisions of 
this Code. 

 
916.4 Within 14 days following the hearing, the District Clerk shall serve a copy 

of the Board’s decision on the matter to the affected Person or Persons by certified, first class 
mail, return receipt requested and postage prepaid. 

 
916.5 The Board’s decision on the matter shall be final. 

 
916.6 A matter considered by the Board under this Section may, for good cause, 

be continued by the Board on its own motion or a motion for continuance made by the affected 
Person. 

 
916.7 If a continuance is granted, a new hearing date shall be set by the Board, 

and specified in a written Notice of Continuance. The Notice of Continuance shall be served on 
the appellant by certified, first-class mail, return receipt requested and postage prepaid. Service 
of the Notice of Continuance shall be deemed served on appellant 5 calendar days from the 
date the Notice of Continuance was mailed. The Notice of Continuance shall be mailed to the 
appellant at least 5 calendar days prior to the date of the continued hearing by certified, first 
class mail, return receipt requested and postage prepaid. If a continuance is denied, the Board 
shall proceed as scheduled. The decision of the Board to grant or deny a continuance shall be 
final and is not subject to judicial review. 

 
916.8 A decision by the Board pursuant to this Section may not be appealed 

pursuant to Section 917, except that the Person or Persons subject to the decision may seek 
judicial review of the decision in accordance with the procedures set forth in subsection 917.6. 
(Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
SECTION 917. Appeals 

 
917.1 General 

 
917.1.1 Except as may otherwise be provided in this Code or other 

applicable law, the procedures for a Person to appeal any action, decision or determination by 
the District affecting that Person through the District’s enforcement of this Code are set forth in 
this Section. 

 
917.1.2 A failure by a Person to timely file an appeal under this Section 

shall result in a waiver of the right to administrative review and a failure to exhaust 
administrative remedies. 

 
917.1.3 A Parcel Owner subject to Capacity Charges may request review 

of any decision by the District related to the imposition of those charges by filing an appeal 
pursuant to this Section; however, an appeal must be filed prior to payment of the Capacity 
Charges which are the subject of the appeal. 
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917.1.4 A Person who has been issued an Administrative Citation in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Section 915 may appeal the issuance of that Administrative Citation 
to the General Manager and Board of Directors pursuant to the procedures set forth in this  
Section; however, the procedures for seeking judicial review of a final decision by the Board of 
Directors regarding an Administrative Citation are set forth in Chapter 9, subsection 915.11. 

 
917.2 Request for Administrative Appeal to the General Manager 

 
917.2.1 A Person who objects to an action, decision or determination of 

the District affecting that Person through enforcement  of this Code may file with the District  
Clerk a written Request for Appeal to the General Manager. A Person seeking an appeal must 
obtain a "Request for Appeal to the General Manager" form from the District Clerk. 

 
917.2.2 The request must be filed within 30 days from the date of the 

District's action, decision, or determination. The request shall specify the action, decision or 
determination complained of and must include a detailed written explanation of the grounds for 
appeal in order for the request to be considered complete by District staff and ready for 
administrative review. 

 
917.2.3 The filing of a Request for Appeal to the General Manager by a 

Responsible Person for a violation listed in an Administrative Citation shall stay the Responsible 
Person's duty to pay administrative fines and penalties related to the violation and to correct or 
otherwise remedy the violation until such time as there is a final decision on the matter. 

 
917.2.4 Within 30 days of a Person filing a written request pursuant to 

subsections 917.2.1 through 917.2.4, and on at least 10 days written Notice of Hearing to the 
Person by certified, first class mail, return receipt requested and postage prepaid, the General 
Manager shall meet with the Person to hear the Person's objections. Within 5 days of said 
meeting, the General Manager shall deliver a ruling on the matter to the Person by certified, first  
class mail, return receipt requested, and postage prepaid. In ruling on the matter, the General 
Manager may, in his sole discretion, reverse or modify the District's action, decision or 
determination at issue and make any adjustments and impose any conditions deemed just and 
proper, if he finds and determines that the provisions of this Code were not properly applied to 
the matter under consideration. 

 
917.2.5 The failure to file a timely and complete "Request for Appeal to 

the General Manager" with the District Clerk shall terminate a Responsible Person's right to 
administratively appeal or contest the District's action, decision or determination and a failure to 
exhaust administrative remedies. The Administrative Citation shall then serve as a final 
determination and conclusive evidence of the named Responsible Person's liability. 

 
917.3 Request for Administrative Appeal to the District Board 

 
917.3.1 Within 10 calendar days following the date the notice of the 

General Manager's ruling is served on the appellant, the appellant who initiated the Request for 
Appeal to the General Manager may appeal the General Manager's ruling to the District Board. 

 
917.3.2 An appellant seeking to appeal the General Manager's ruling to 

the District Board shall file with the Clerk of  the Board an original and two copies of a Request 
for Appeal to the District Board which states with particularity the grounds of appeal and the 
specific relief requested. The District Clerk shall note on the original Request for Appeal to the 
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District Board the date and time of filing and shall transmit copies of the request to the General 
Manager and the District’s legal counsel. 

 
917.3.3 The District Board shall conduct a hearing on the matter at a 

scheduled Board meeting following the appellant’s filing of the Request for Appeal to the District 
Board, and on at least 10 days written Notice of Hearing to the appellant by certified, first class 
mail, return receipt requested and postage prepaid. The Notice of Hearing shall be deemed 
served on appellant 5 calendar days from the date the Notice of Hearing was mailed. 

 
917.3.4 The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the 

procedures set forth in Section 917.4 and any other applicable procedures and rules adopted by 
the District. 

 
917.3.5 Within 14 days following the hearing, the District Clerk shall serve 

a copy of the Board’s ruling on the matter to the appellant by certified, first class mail, return 
receipt requested and postage prepaid. 

 
917.3.6 In ruling on a matter, the Board may, in its sole discretion, affirm, 

reverse or modify the ruling of the General Manager on the matter. In so doing, the Board may 
make any adjustments and impose any conditions on the appellant in order to properly apply the 
provisions of this Code. 

 
917.3.7 The Board’s ruling on the matter shall be final. 

 
917.4 Administrative Appeal Procedures 

 
917.4.1 Any proceeding by the General Manager or Board of 

Directors under this Section shall be conducted on the date and at the time and location 
specified in a duly issued notice to the appellant. 

 
917.4.2 Prior to any proceeding before the General Manager or 

District Board pursuant to subsections 917.2 or 917.3, all information relevant to the proceeding 
shall be provided by the District staff to the General Manager or District Board, as applicable. 
The District staff shall also provide appellant with copies of all such relevant information. 

 
917.4.3 During any proceeding conducted before the General 

Manager or District Board and pursuant to subsections 917.2 or 917.3, the appellant shall be 
allowed to testify, to present witnesses and to present evidence relevant to the matter at issue. 

 
917.4.4 Written documents including, without limitation, Notices of 

Violation, Administrative Citations, Administrative Orders prepared by District staff concerning 
the matter at issue shall be accepted by the General Manager or District Board, as applicable, 
as prima facie evidence of the facts stated in such documents. 

 
917.4.5 If a request is made by the appellant or a representative of 

the District setting forth good cause for a continuance, the General Manager or District Board, 
as applicable, may continue a proceeding conducted pursuant to subsections 917.2 or 917.3. 
The General Manager or District Board, as applicable, may also, in their independent discretion, 
order that a proceeding conducted pursuant to subsections 917.2 or 917.3 be continued. 
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917.4.6 If a continuance is granted, a new hearing date shall be set 
by the General Manager or District Board, as applicable, and specified in a written Notice of 
Continuance. The Notice of Continuance shall be served on the appellant by certified, first-class 
mail, return receipt requested and postage prepaid. Service of the Notice of Continuance shall 
be deemed served on appellant 5 calendar days from the date the Notice of Continuance was 
mailed. The Notice of Continuance shall be mailed to the appellant at least 5 calendar days prior 
to the date of the continued Administrative Hearing by certified, first class mail, return receipt 
requested and postage prepaid. If a continuance is denied, the General Manager or District 
Board, as applicable, shall proceed as scheduled. The decision of the General Manager or 
District Board to grant or deny a continuance shall be final and is not subject to judicial review. 

 
917.4.7 Any proceedings before the General Manager or District 

Board pursuant to subsections 917.2 or 917.3 shall be conducted informally without strict 
adherence to the legal rules of evidence. 

 
917.4.8 Neither the General Manager nor District Board shall be 

required to provide written transcripts of proceedings conducted pursuant to this Section 917, 
but any proceedings before the District Board shall be recorded, either audio or video, and the 
recording of the proceeding shall be made available for a fee not to exceed the cost to duplicate 
and, where applicable, deliver the recording to the requesting party by first-class mail. 

 
917.4.9 A Person who files an appeal in accordance with this 

Section shall attend all scheduled proceedings related to that appeal on the date and at the time 
and location specified by the District in a duly issued notice. Failure by an appellant to attend a 
proceeding shall constitute (i) an abandonment of the appeal, (ii) an admission by the appellant 
that he violated any and all Code provisions at issue, (iii) an admission by the appellant that the 
action, decision or determination of the District is valid and enforceable; and, (iv) a failure on the 
part of the appellant to exhaust administrative remedies. 

 
917.4.10 In the event an appellant fails to attend a scheduled 

proceeding on the date and at the time and location specified in a duly issued notice, all 
Administrative Fines or Penalties that are at issue, if any, shall become payable on the Effective 
Date of the Fine or, if the Effective Date of the Fine has elapsed, within 10 days of the date the 
appeal on the matter was scheduled to take place. 

 
917.5. Notice of Decision 

 
917.5.1 The General Manager or District Board, as applicable, 

shall file with the District Clerk a written Notice of Decision within 10 working days of the 
conclusion of any proceeding conducted pursuant to subsections 917.2 or 917.3. The decision 
shall list the findings in support of the decision and, where applicable, the imposition of an 
Administrative Fine. In the event that a Person fails to attend a scheduled proceeding, the 
Notice of Decision shall note that fact. 

 
917.5.2 The Notice of Decision shall be delivered by the District to 

the appellant by, certified, first-class mail, return receipt requested and postage prepaid. Service 
of the Notice of Decision shall be deemed served on appellant 5 days from the date the Notice 
of Decision was mailed to the appellant. 
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917.5.3 Where the imposition of an administrative fine or penalty is 
at issue, the General Manager or District Board, as applicable, may determine that an 
administrative fine or penalty for a Code violation be imposed on a Person at or below the upper 
limit or “cap” for that violation as established in the Schedule of Fines and Penalties adopted by 
resolution of the District’s Board of Directors. The basis for the determination shall be reflected 
in the Notice of Decision and include consideration of any or all of the following factors: 

 
 917.5.3.1 Magnitude of the violation; 

 
property; 

917.5.3.2 Likelihood of violation to cause harm to persons or 

 917.5.3.3 Duration of the violation; 

 
Facilities; 

917.5.3.4 Effect of the violation on the District Sewerage 

 917.5.3.5 Compliance history of the Responsible Person; and 

 
Faith” is defined as the 

917.5.3.6 
Responsible 

Good faith of the Responsible Person where “Good 
Person’s honest intention to remedy noncompliance 

manifested by actions which give support to this intention. 
 

917.5.4 Where there is a determination in the Notice of Decision 
that a Code violation cited in an Administrative Citation should be upheld, the Notice of Decision 
shall establish a new Effective Date of the Fine for each violation upheld, and establish the date 
by which the Responsible Person shall be required to correct or otherwise remedy each of those 
violations. The Notice of Decision shall require that applicable fines and penalties be payable to 
the District within 10 days of the Effective Date of the Fine stated in the Notice of Decision. 

 
917.5.5 Where there is a determination in the Notice of Decision 

that a Code violation cited in an Administrative Citation should be dismissed, no Administrative 
fine or penalty for that violation shall be imposed, and no further action by the appellant with 
respect to the alleged violation shall be required. This provision shall not be construed to waive 
any fee or payment that would ordinarily be required pursuant to the Code. 

 
917.6 Judicial Review 

 
917.6.1 Purpose and Effect. Except as may otherwise be provided in 

this Code, this provision, in accordance with Section 1094.6 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure, limits the time within which an action can be brought in Court by an appellant 
seeking judicial review of a final decisions by the District Board by means of administrative 
mandamus to ninety (90) days following the Board’s final decision. 

 
917.6.2 Judicial Review of Administrative Fines and Penalties. The 

procedures for seeking judicial review under this subsection are not applicable where an 
appellant seeks judicial review of a final decision by the District Board regarding an 
Administrative Citation. In that case, the appellant must follow the procedures set forth in 
Chapter 9, subsection 915.11. 
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917.6.3 Definitions. As used in this subsection, the following terms and 
words shall have the following meanings: 

 
917.6.3.1 The term “Decision” shall mean final actions, decisions, 

ruling or determinations by the Board after an adjudicatory, administrative hearing on any 
enforcement action taken against a Person pursuant to this Code. 

 
917.6.3.2 The term “Complete Record” shall mean the transcript, if 

any exists, of the proceedings, all pleadings, all notices and orders, any proposed decision by 
the General Manager or his designee, the final decision, all admitted exhibits, all rejected 
exhibits in the possession of the District or its offices or agents, all written evidence, and any 
other papers in the case. 

 
917.6.4 Time Limit for Judicial Review.   Except as otherwise provided 

in this Code, judicial review of any Decision of the District or its officer or agent may be made 
pursuant to Section 1094.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure, but only if the petition for writ of 
mandate is filed not later than the ninetieth (90th) day following the date on which the decision 
becomes final. If there is no provision for reconsideration in the procedures governing the 
proceedings or if the date is not otherwise specified, the decision is final on the date it is made. 
If there is provision for reconsideration, the Decision is final upon the expiration of the period 
during which such reconsideration can be sought; provided that if reconsideration is sought 
pursuant to such provision the Decision is final for the purposes of this Section on the date that 
reconsideration is rejected. 

 
917.6.5 Preparation of the Record. The complete record of the 

proceedings shall be prepared by the District officer or agent who made the Decision and shall 
be delivered to the petitioner within ninety (90) days after he has filed written request therefore. 
The District may recover from the petitioner its actual costs for transcribing or otherwise 
preparing the record. 

 
917.6.6 Extension. If the petitioner files a request for the record within 

ten (10) days after the date the decision becomes final, the time within which a petition, 
pursuant to Section 1094.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure, may be filed shall be extended to not 
later than the thirtieth (30th) day following the date on which the record is either personally 
delivered or mailed to the petitioner or the petitioner’s attorney of record, if appropriate. (Ord. 
75, 2015) 

 
SECTION 918 Variance 

 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, the District Board may grant a 

variance from the terms, conditions or charges set forth herein where special circumstances 
make it reasonable to do so. 
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SECTION 919 Enforcement Costs 
 

919.1 Any Person determined to be responsible for a violation of this Code that 
gives rise to the need for the District to pursue an enforcement action shall be responsible for 
and shall reimburse to the District all the District’s enforcement costs, including the costs for 
District staff, advisors, consultants, and legal counsel, unless waived by the District General 
Manager for good cause. Good cause may include severe economic hardship, significant 
attempts to comply with the enforcement action, and other factors indicating good faith to 
comply. 

 
919.2 Collection of Enforcement Costs. Enforcement costs that have not been 

timely paid by a Person as required by this Section may be added to and become part of the 
charges fixed by the District for sewer services furnished to the Parcel subject to the 
enforcement action. Those charges, inclusive of enforcement costs, may be collected by any of 
the means for collection of sewer service charges set forth in Chapter 3, Section 303 of this 
Code. (Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 5473 et seq., Health and Safety Code 
Section 6523.3) 
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Chapter 10 
Unpermitted Connection 

 
 

SECTION 1000. Purpose 
 

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish policies and procedures regarding 
Unpermitted Connections to the Ojai Valley Sanitary District Sewer System in accordance with 
statutory authority contained in: (a) the Sanitary District Act of 1923, Article 1 of Chapter 4 of 
Part 1 of Division 6 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 6400 et seq. and (b) Article 4 of 
Chapter 6 of Part 3 of Division 5 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 5470 et seq. (Ord. 69, 
2012) 

 
SECTION 1001. Responsible Party 

 
The Owner of the Parcel upon which an Unpermitted Connection is located shall be 

solely responsible for complying with all District requirements governing that Unpermitted 
Connection, including, but not limited to, the requirements set forth in this Chapter. 

 
For purposes of applying the policies and procedures set forth in this Chapter, it is 

presumed that a given Unpermitted Connection existed on the date that the current Parcel 
Owner became Owner. The Owner may rebut that presumption by presenting the District with 
credible evidence that the Unpermitted Connection came into existence on some later date; 
whether the evidence presented is sufficient to rebut the presumption is a matter to be 
determined in the sole discretion of the District. 

 
SECTION 1002. Fees and Charges for Unpermitted Connections 

 
Within forty-five (45) days of being served with a “Notice of Violation” for an Unpermitted 

Connection, a Parcel Owner shall, in writing, elect either of the Payment Options set forth 
below. 

 
Any documentation required by a Payment Option must be provided to the District by the 

Parcel Owner within the forty-five day period. 
 

If a Parcel Owner fails to elect a Payment Option within forty-five days of receiving a 
“Notice of Violation” for an Unpermitted Connection, the Parcel Owner shall be deemed to have 
elected Payment Option One, and will be charged accordingly. (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.1 Payment Option One 

 
Under Payment Option One, the Parcel Owner shall pay the total of the fees and 

charges set forth below. The Parcel Owner shall pay a ten percent (10%) basic penalty 
plus accrued interest on all amounts due for Connection Fees, Capacity Charges and 
Sewer Service Charges. Interest charges shall be based upon the average interest rate 
earned by District funds invested in the Ventura County Investment Pool during the 
applicable time period. 
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Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Parcel Owner who is responsible for an 
Unpermitted Connection shall not be charged applicable penalties or interest related to 
that Unpermitted Connection, provided that (i) the Owner voluntarily reports the 
Unpermitted Connection to the District within three (3) years of purchasing the Parcel, 
and (ii) the Unpermitted Connection has not been subject to any prior enforcement 
action by the District, including, without limitation, the service of a Notice of Violation by 
the District on any of the Parcel Owner’s predecessors-in-interest. (Ord. 66, 2011) (Ord. 
69, 2012) 

 
1002.1.1       The Connection Fees and Capacity Charges in effect on the date 
the District served the Owner with a “Notice of Violation” for the Unpermitted 
Connection; and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.1.2        Past, unpaid sewer service charges, not to exceed a total of three 
(3) years, back-charged from the date the District served the Owner with a 
“Notice of Violation” for the Unpermitted Connection. The number of years to be 
back-charged shall be the lesser of the following: (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.1.2.1     Three years; or (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.1.2.2 The number of years from the date the Parcel 
Owner became Record Owner of the Parcel to the date the Parcel 
Owner was served with a “Notice of Violation”; or (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.1.2.3 Provided the Unpermitted Connection was 
constructed by the current Parcel Owner, the number of years 
from the date the Unpermitted Connection was constructed to the 
date the Parcel Owner was served with a “Notice of Violation.” 
The date of construction must be established by the Parcel Owner 
based upon documentation from the District or another public 
agency establishing said construction date; and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.1.3       All fees and charges required by this Code and other applicable 
rules and regulations for authorization and permitting of connections to the 
District’s Sewer System; and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.1.4       Costs incurred by the District to correct a violation of this Code 
and other applicable rules and regulations, as specified in Section 1003.(Ord. 66, 
2011) 

 
1002.2 Payment Option Two 

 
Under Payment Option Two, the Parcel Owner shall pay the total of the fees and 

charges set forth below. The Parcel Owner shall pay a ten percent (10%) basic penalty 
plus accrued interest on all amounts due for Connection Fees, Capacity Charges and 
Sewer Service Charges. Interest charges shall be based upon the average interest rate 
earned by District funds invested in the Ventura County Investment Pool during the 
applicable time period. 
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Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Parcel Owner who is responsible for an 
Unpermitted Connection shall not be charged applicable penalties or interest related to 
that Unpermitted Connection, provided that (i) the Owner voluntarily reports the 
Unpermitted Connection to the District within three (3) years of purchasing the property, 
and (ii) the Unpermitted Connection has not been subject to any prior enforcement 
action by the District, including, without limitation, the service of a Notice of Violation by 
the District on any of the Parcel Owner’s predecessors-in-interest. (Ord. 66, 2011) (Ord. 
69, 2012) 

 
1002.2.1      Connection Fees and Capacity Charges in effect on the earliest of 
the following dates: (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.2.1.1 The date the Parcel Owner became Record Owner of the 
subject Parcel; or (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.2.1.2    Provided the Unpermitted Connection was constructed by 
the current Parcel Owner, the date the Unpermitted Connection was 
constructed. The date of construction must be established by the Parcel 
Owner based upon documentation from the District or another public 
agency establishing said construction date; and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.2.2 All past, unpaid annual Sewer Service Charges from the date 
established under 1002.2.1; and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.2.3       All fees and charges required by this Code and other applicable 
rules and regulations for authorization and permitting connections to the District’s 
Sewer System; and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1002.2.4 Costs incurred by the District to correct a violation of this Code and 
other applicable rules and regulations, as specified in Section 1003. (Ord. 
66, 2011) 

 
SECTION 1003. District Costs to Correct an Unpermitted Connection 

 
An Unpermitted Connection violates this Code and the Owner of the Parcel upon 

which an Unpermitted Connection is located shall be responsible for certain costs incurred by 
the District to correct that violation. 

 
The categories of tasks to correct an Unpermitted Connection and the costs related to 

each of those tasks shall vary from case to case. Accordingly, the total cost to correct an 
Unpermitted Connection for which an Owner shall be responsible will vary from case to case. 
Total costs to correct an Unpermitted Connection may include attorney’s fees incurred by the 
District for related negotiations, consultations and document preparation. 

 
Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 6523.3, the District shall have such 

remedies for the collection of costs to correct violations of this Code and other District 
regulations as it has for the collection of Sewer Service Charges, including, but not limited to, 
collection on the Assessor’s tax roll for the County of Ventura. Alternatively, the District may 
require that all costs of correction shall be paid in full by the Owner prior to, and as a condition 
of, the District authorizing and permitting the Parcel Owner to connect the offending structure to 
the District Sewer System. 



10 - 4  

The District’s remedies under this Section are an alternative to, and not in limitation 
of, any other lawful remedies. 

 
Nothing in this Section shall be construed as relieving an Owner from responsibility 

for other fees, charges, penalties, expenses, losses or damages related to the District 
authorizing and permitting a sewer connection under this Code or other applicable law. 

 
SECTION 1004. Notice of Alleged Violation & Request for Site Inspection 

 
Where the District possesses competent and credible information that an Unpermitted 

Connection may exist on a Parcel, the District shall send the Owner a “Notice of Alleged 
Violation & Request for Site Inspection.” The “Notice of Alleged Violation & Request for Site 
Inspection” shall describe the alleged violation, the grounds for the allegation, and provide the 
Owner ten (10) working days to contact the District in order to discuss the matter and schedule 
an onsite inspection. 

 
The “Notice of Alleged Violation & Request for Site Inspection” shall state the total 

District fees, charges, penalties and costs that the Owner may be required to pay if the alleged 
Unpermitted Connection is confirmed and provide a “Schedule of Fees, Charges, Penalties and 
Costs Related to Alleged Unpermitted Connection” detailing those same fees, charges, 
penalties and costs. 

 
The “Notice of Alleged Violation & Request for Site Inspection” shall notify the Owner 

of his right to enter into an “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted Connection” pursuant to 
Section 1014. 

 
If the Owner does not respond to the “Notice of Alleged Violation & Request for Site 

Inspection” within thirty (30) days, the District may seek an inspection warrant as set forth in 
Section 1005. 

 
In addition to obtaining the consent of the Owner to conduct a site inspection, the 

District shall, as required, obtain from persons other than the Owner written consent to inspect 
the subject property or portions thereof. Should that consent be withheld, the District may seek 
an inspection warrant as set forth in Section 1005. 

 
SECTION 1005. Right to Inspect 

 
Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 6523.2, in order to affect its powers, the 

District may enter private property owned or occupied by any person in the District for the 
purpose of inspection and maintenance of sanitary and waste disposal facilities, including 
inspection of sanitary and waste disposal facilities for possible violations of District ordinances. 

 
Except in emergency situations that pose a threat to public health, safety and property, 

no authorized official of the District may enter private property owned or occupied by any person 
in the District without providing that person at least twenty-four (24) hours’ written notice of the 
authorized official’s intention to inspect. The written notice transmitted shall state that the person 
has the right to refuse entry and that, in the event such entry is refused, inspection may be 
made only upon issuance of an inspection warrant by a duly authorized magistrate pursuant to 
Code of Civil Procedure Section 1822.50. 
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In the event that consent to enter private property is withheld by a person after such 
request has been made by the District, the District official is hereby empowered to seek 
assistance from any court of competent jurisdiction in obtaining an inspection warrant for such 
entry pursuant to the procedures set forth in Title 13 (commencing with Section 1822.50) of Part 
3 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 

 
The above twenty-four (24) hour notice requirement shall not apply to any inspection 

where the authorized official conducts the observations and inspection while within any public 
right-of-way. 

 
All District inspections under this provision shall be conducted in compliance with the 

District’s inspection policies. 
 

SECTION 1006. Notice of Violation 
 

Following an inspection conducted pursuant to Section 1004 or Section 1005 of this 
Chapter, the District’s authorized inspector shall file with the District Clerk a written inspection 
report setting forth his/her findings. If, based on a review of those written findings, the General 
Manager or his/her authorized designee determines that an Unpermitted Connection exists for 
which the Parcel Owner is responsible, the District shall either enter into an “Agreement to 
Cease the Unpermitted Connection” with the owner pursuant to Section 1014 of this Chapter or, 
by certified mail or personal service, serve upon the Owner a “Notice of Violation.” The notice of 
Violation shall: (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1006.1 State the nature of the violation; (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1006.2 State the grounds for the violation; (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1006.3 Provide contact information by which the Owner may contact the District 
regarding the “Notice of Violation,” including the name, telephone number and mailing 
address of the General Manager; (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1006.4 State the total amount that the Owner must pay the District to correct the 
violation, and provide a “Schedule of Fees, Charges, Penalties and Costs Related to 
Unpermitted Connection” detailing those same fees, charges, penalties and costs; (Ord. 
66, 2011) 

 
1006.5 Advise that correction of the violation requires the Owner to pay the 
District the specified fees, charges, penalties and costs related to the Unpermitted 
Connection within sixty (60) days from the date the Owner was served with the Notice of 
Violation; (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1006.6 Advise that the Owner has a right to a hearing and appeal on the matter 
and describe the process by which the Owner may request a hearing and appeal; (Ord. 
66, 2011) 
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1006.7 Advise that, if the Owner does not pay the amount specified in the “Notice 
of Violation” within sixty (60) days from the date of service, then that amount shall be 
considered delinquent and unpaid charges subject to collection as part of the annual 
taxes next levied on the subject property, and shall constitute a lien on that property as 
of the same time and in the same manner as does the tax lien securing the annual 
taxes; (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1006.8 Advise that, in the event the Owner seeks a hearing and/or appeal on the 
matter resulting in a final determination in favor of the District, the Owner must pay the 
District the amount specified in that final determination within sixty (60) days of receiving 
notice of the determination. If the Owner does not pay the amount specified in the 
District’s final determination within sixty (60) days of receiving notice of the 
determination, then that amount shall be considered delinquent and unpaid charges 
subject to collection as part of the annual taxes next levied on the subject property, and 
shall constitute a lien on that property as of the same time and in the same manner as 
does the tax lien securing the annual taxes; and, (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1006.9 Advise that, in lieu of paying the District the amount specified in the 
Notice of Violation, the Owner may enter into an “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted 
Connection” pursuant to Section 1014. (Ord. 66, 2011) 

SECTION 1007.         Extension of Time to Comply; Waiver of Penalties and Interest 

1007.1 Time Extension. Without prior approval or subsequent ratification by the 
District’s Board of Directors, the District’s General Manager may grant an extension of time for a 
Parcel Owner to respond to a “Notice of Alleged Violation & Request for Site Inspection” or a 
“Notice of Violation” issued pursuant to this Chapter where special circumstances make it 
reasonable to do so. 

 
1007.2 Waiver of Fines, Penalties and Interest. Without prior approval or 

subsequent ratification of the District’s Board of Directors, the District’s General Manager may 
waive any or all penalties and accrued interest that may be imposed on a Parcel Owner 
pursuant to subsections 1002.1 or 1002.2 Unpermitted Connection where special circumstances 
make it reasonable to do so. (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
SECTION 1008.        Appeals 

 
Any Owner, who receives a “Notice of Violation” pursuant to this Chapter may appeal the 

matter in accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter 9, Section 917. (Ord. 75, 2015) 
 
 

SECTION 1009.        Collection 
 

1009.1 As an alternative to, and not in limitation of, any other lawful collection 
procedures, all Capacity Charges, Sewer Service Charges, Sewer System-Related Service 
Fees, District costs, Administrative Fines or Penalties, and other penalties or accrued interest 
imposed on a Parcel Owner in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter may be collected 
by any of the procedures set forth in Chapter 3, Section 303. 
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1009.2 Alternative Capacity Charge Collection Procedure. 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, and as an alternative to, and 
not in limitation of, any other lawful collection procedures, the District may, in accordance with 
Health and Safety Code Section 5474 et seq., as that Section may be amended or superseded, 
(1) provide for the payment of any Connection Fees and Capacity Charges required by this 
Chapter in installments, (2) provide for the rate of interest on such installments, and (3) provide 
that the amount of the fees or charges and the interest thereon shall constitute a lien against the 
Parcel to which the District’s facilities are connected. (Ord. 67, 2011) 

 
1009.2.1 Deferred Payment of Capacity Charges., 

 
At the sole and absolute discretion of the District Board, the District may 

allow the Parcel Owner responsible for an Unpermitted Connection to, in accordance with 
Health and Safety Code Section 5474 et seq. and this Section enter into a written “Agreement 
for Deferred Payment of Ojai Valley Sanitary District Capacity Charges” (“Agreement”). 

 
The Agreement shall provide for the payment of Connection Fees and 

Capacity Charges required by this Chapter in installments, the rate of interest on such 
installments, and that the amount of the installments and the interest thereon shall constitute a 
lien against the Parcel to which the District’s facilities are connected. 

 
An Agreement shall require that the Parcel Owner make an initial annual 

installment payment directly to the District upon execution of the Agreement, and that all 
subsequent annual installments shall be paid at the time and in the manner specified in Health 
and Safety Code Section 5474 et seq. An Agreement shall be recorded in the Official Records 
of the County of Ventura, California. 

 
A Parcel Owner may not simultaneously be party to more than one 

“Agreement for Deferred Payment of Ojai Valley Sanitary District Capacity Charges,” and no 
single Agreement shall defer payment of more than two (2) Capacity Units. 

 
A Parcel Owner desiring to enter into an Agreement may be required to 

provide the District with personal and property related information. The information required 
shall be determined by the District General Manager on a case-by-case basis, and may include, 
without limitation, Parcel Owner credit history, preliminary title reports and development plans 
and specifications. All costs to provide said information shall be borne by the Parcel Owner. 

 
Where the District Board elects to exercise its discretion to enter into an 

Agreement the number of installments and rate of interest on such installments set forth in the 
Agreement shall be based on the Parcel Owner’s choice of one of the following alternative 
payment schedules: (Ord.67, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
1009.2.1.1 Alternative Payment Schedule One. 

 
Payment of all applicable Connection Fees and Capacity Charges plus 

penalties in installments over a period of five (5) years at a zero percent (0%) annual interest 
rate; or 
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1009.2.1.2 Alternative Payment Schedule Two: 
 

Payment of all applicable Connection Fees and Capacity Charges plus 
penalties in installments over a period of ten (10) years at a five percent (5%) annual interest 
rate; or 

 
1009.2.1.3 Alternative Payment Schedule Three: 

 
Payment of all applicable Connection Fees and Capacity Charges 

plus penalties in installments over a period of fifteen (15) years at seven percent (7%) 
annual interest rate. (Ord.67, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012)(Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
SECTION 1010. Board Relief 

 
When application of the provisions set forth in this Chapter to an Owner is unwarranted 

as a result of special circumstances unique to that Owner and not common among other 
Owners similarly situated, the Board, on its own motion, may modify or suspend the application 
of said provisions as to that Owner for the period during which the special circumstances exist. 

 
SECTION 1011. Remedies Cumulative 

 
The remedies set forth in this Chapter are in addition to, and not in limitation of, 

remedies otherwise available to the District under this Code, other District ordinances, rules or 
regulations, or other applicable local, state and federal law. 

 
SECTION 1012. Phased Implementation Program (Repealed Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
SECTION 1013. Repayment Agreement 

 
The District is authorized to enter into a repayment agreement or other financing 

mechanism with any Owner held financially responsible for an Unpermitted Connection under 
this Chapter. The terms of that repayment agreement or other financing mechanism must 
comply with District rules and regulations governing such matters, as well as other applicable 
local, state and federal law. An Owner’s request that the District enter into a repayment 
agreement or other financing mechanism pursuant to this provision, shall not create any 
obligation or duty on the part of the District to either negotiate or execute a repayment 
agreement or other financing mechanism with that Owner. 

 
SECTION 1014. Agreements to Cease an Unpermitted Connection 

 
1014.1 Notwithstanding any other provision set forth in this Chapter, where the District 

determines that an Owner is responsible for an Unpermitted Connection, the District and the 
Owner may enter into an “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted Connection.” (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1014.2 An “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted Connection” may provide that, in lieu of 

paying the District applicable fees, charges, penalties, and costs related to correcting an 
Unpermitted Connection, the Owner shall, at the Owner’s sole expense, take specified actions 
resulting in the Parcel’s connection to the District’s Sewer System no longer satisfying the 
District’s definition of an Unpermitted Connection. (Ord. 66, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) 
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1014.3 The District shall determine, in its sole discretion, whether to enter into an 
“Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted Connection” with a particular Owner and the terms and 
conditions of that agreement. The factors that the District may consider in making those 
determinations will vary on a case-by-case basis. The District’s decision whether or not to enter 
into an “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted Connection” shall be final. 

 
An “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted Connection” shall contain the following 

provisions: (Ord. 66, 2011) 
 

1014.3.1 A provision requiring the Owner, at the Owner’s sole expense, to take 
specified actions resulting in the Parcel’s connection to the District’s Sewer 
System no longer satisfying the District’s definition of an Unpermitted 
Connection; and (Ord. 66, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) 

 
1014.3.2 A provision requiring that the “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted 
Connection” be recorded in the Official Records of the County of Ventura, 
California; and (Ord. 75, 2015) 

 
1014.3.3 A provision requiring the Owner to notify the District prior to transferring 
any interest in the subject parcel to a third party, including, but not limited to, a 
fee title or leasehold interest; and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1014.3.4 A provision requiring that all applicable fees, charges, penalties and 
costs shall become immediately due and payable to the District should the 
District confirm that the Owner has re-established an Unpermitted Connection; 
and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1014.3.5 A provision requiring the Owner to pay all expenses, damages, losses 
and costs, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorney’s fees, incurred by 
the District in enforcing the terms of the “Agreement to Cease an Unpermitted 
Connection;” and (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
1014.3.6 A provision requiring the Owner to pay the District all District costs to 
correct the Unpermitted Connection as defined in Section 1003; and, (Ord. 66, 
2011) 

 
1014.3.7 Any other provision that may be required by the District. (Ord. 66, 2011) 

 
SECTION 1015. Collection of Unpaid Annual Sewer Service Charges Due to the 
District’s Inadvertent Failure to Bill an Owner for Sewer Service Provided to a Permitted 
Single Dwelling Unit. 

 
Where the District inadvertently fails to bill an Owner for sewer service rendered to a 

permitted connection to the District’s Sewer System, that owner shall not be required to pay any 
past, unpaid annual sewer service charges, but shall be required to pay, at the time and in the 
manner lawfully prescribed by the District, sewer service charges for the current fiscal year as 
well as all future annual sewer service charges. (Ord. 66, 2011) (Ord. 69, 2012) 



10 - 10  

SECTION 1016. Effect of District Actions 
 

Any action taken by the District to authorize and permit a structure’s connection to the 
District’s sewer system or to otherwise bring a structure into compliance with this Code or other 
applicable District ordinances, rules and regulations, shall not relieve the Owner of responsibility 
for obtaining other local, state and federal permits and/or approvals pertaining to that structure 
or guarantee the safety of the structure for any purpose. It is the sole responsibility of the 
Owner, and not the responsibility of the District, to make certain that the subject structure is in 
compliance with all applicable local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations. 
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Chapter 11 
 

Regulation of Industrial User’s Discharge 
 
 

SECTION 1100. General Provisions 
 

The purpose of this Chapter is to set forth uniform requirements for direct and indirect 
use of the District Sewerage System by Industrial Users to comply with applicable Federal and 
State standards established in the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (California Water 
Code, Division 7), the Clean Water Act (33 United States Code Section 1251 et seq.) and the 
General Pretreatment Regulations (Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 403) and all 
related and applicable Federal, State or local regulations and grant conditions, as they are now 
constituted, or as they may be hereafter amended, codified or re-codified. 

 
SECTION 1101. Definitions 

 
For purposes of this Chapter 11, the following terms and phrases shall have the 

meanings hereinafter designated. Where there is a conflict between the definitions in this 
Section 1101 and the definitions in Chapter 1, subsection 101.10, this Section shall control. If 
the application of any definition set forth in this Code of Regulations to a specific situation is 
without utility or creates ambiguity, reference may also be made to the definitions of the Uniform 
Plumbing Code, Standard Methods, the Act, and the Code of Federal Regulations to resolve the 
issue created. 

 
1101.1 Act or The Act: The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the 

Clean Water Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq. 
 

1101.2 Applicant: The User applying to the District for permission to connect any Sewer 
or Plumbing System to the District Sewerage System or to modify an existing Sewer or 
Plumbing System. The Applicant shall be the Owner of the Premises for which permission is 
requested or the Authorized or Duly Authorized Representative of the User. An Applicant may 
also be a Person submitting an application for an Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit or 
other permits issued by the District. 

 
1101.3 Approval Authority: The United States Environmental Protection Agency, the 

California State Water Resources Control Board or the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality 
Control Board. 

 
1101.4 Authorized or Duly Authorized Representative of the User [40 CFR Section 

403.12(l)]: 
 

1101.4.1 If the User is a corporation: 
 

1101.4.1.1 The president, secretary, treasurer, or a vice president of the 
corporation in charge of a principal business function, or any other Person who performs similar 
policy or decision-making functions for the corporation; or 

 
1101.4.1.2 The manager of one or more manufacturing production, or 

operating facilities, provided: 
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1101.4.1.2.1 The manager is authorized to make management 
decisions that govern the operation of the regulated facility, including having the explicit or 
implicit duty of making major capital investment recommendations; 

 
1101.4.1.2.2 The manager is authorized to initiate and direct 

other comprehensive measures to assure long-term compliance with environmental laws and 
regulations; 

 

1101.4.1.2.3 The manager can ensure that the necessary systems 
are established or actions taken to gather complete and accurate information for Permit 
requirements; and 

 

1101.4.1.2.4 The manager has been assigned or delegated 
authority to sign documents in accordance with corporate procedures. 

 
1101.4.2 If the User is a partnership or sole proprietorship, a general partner or 

proprietor, respectively. 
 

1101.4.3 If the User is a Federal, State, or local governmental facility: a director 
or highest official appointed or designated to oversee the operation and performance of the 
activities of the government facility, or their designee. 

 
1101.4.4 The individuals described in subsections 1101.4.1 through 1101.4.3, 

above, may designate a Duly Authorized Representative if the authorization is in writing, the 
authorization specifies the individual or position responsible for the overall operation of the 
facility from which the Discharge originates or having overall responsibility for environmental 
matters for the company, and the written authorization is submitted to the District. 

 
1101.5 Best Management Practices or BMPs [40 CFR Section 403.3(e)]: Schedules of 

activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices 
that help to implement the prohibitions listed in subsections 1103.2.1 and 1103.2.2 of this 
Chapter. BMPs include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control 
plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw materials 
storage. BMPs also include alternative means (i.e. management plans) of complying with, or in 
place of, certain established Categorical Pretreatment Standards and Effluent limits. 

 
1101.6 Biochemical Oxygen Demand: The quantity of oxygen, expressed in milligrams 

per liter, utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter as determined by the appropriate 
procedures set forth in “Standard Methods.” 

 
1101.7 Blowdown: The Discharge of water with high concentrations of accumulated 

solids from boilers and condensate. 
 

1101.8 Board of Directors: The Governing Board of Directors of the District, which may 
also be referred to as the “Board.” 

 
1101.9 Building: Any structure used for human habitation or place of business, 

recreation or other purpose containing sanitary facilities. 
 

1101.10 Categorical Pretreatment Standards or Categorical Standard: Any regulation 
containing Pollutant Discharge limits promulgated by EPA in accordance with 33 USC 1317 
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Sections 307(b) and (c) that apply to a specific category of Users and which appear in 40 CFR 
405-471. 

 
1101.11 Cesspool: A lined excavation in the ground made for receiving Sewage and so 

constructed that the solid matter is retained and the liquid portion is permitted to seep away. 
 

1101.12 Chemical Oxygen Demand: The measurement of Wastewater strength in terms 
of the total quantity of oxygen required for oxidation of organic matter as determined by the 
appropriate procedure set forth in “Standard Methods.” 

 
1101.13 Chlorine Demand: The difference between the amount of chlorine added to 

sample of Wastewater and the amount remaining at the end of a 30 minute period, as 
determined by the appropriate procedures set forth in “Standard Methods.” 

 
1101.14 Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”): A publication of the United States 

government that contains finalized Federal regulations. 
 

1101.15 Cooling Water: The water discharged from any use such as air conditioning, 
cooling or refrigeration, or to which the only Pollutant added is heat. 

 
1101.16 Compatible Pollutant: Biochemical Oxygen Demand, organic carbon, 

suspended solids, ammonia nitrogen, and total coliform bacteria, plus additional Pollutants 
identified in the District’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit if the 
District Sewage Treatment Plant was designed to treat such Pollutants and if such Pollutants do 
not interfere with the operations of the District Sewerage System and if, in fact, the District 
Sewage Treatment Plant does remove such Pollutants to a substantial degree. 

 
1101.17 Compliance Schedule: The time period allowed by the General Manager for a 

User to comply with Permit conditions, or prohibitions, limitations, and/or requirements of this 
Chapter or any other order issued by the District, General Manager or other governing authority. 

 
1101.18 Composite Sampling: A combination of individual samples of Wastewater taken 

at selected intervals, in time or volume, to minimalize the variability of the individual sample. 
 

1101.19 Contractor: An individual, firm, corporation, partnership or association duly 
licensed by the State of California to perform a specified type of work for the District. 

 
1101.20 Control Authority: The District. 

 
1101.21 Direct Discharger: Any facility which is directly connected to the District 

Sewerage System. 
 

1101.22 Discharge: The introduction of Wastewater into the District Sewerage System 
by any Industrial User. 

 
1101.23     Discharger: Any Industrial User that causes a Discharge of Wastewater to 

the District Sewerage System. 
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1101.24 District: The Ojai Valley Sanitary District of Ventura County, California, a 

sanitary district organized and existing under the laws of the State of California. 
 

1101.25 General Manager: Person appointed by the Board of Directors to administer 
and enforce the rules and regulations of the District. The General Manager may also be referred 
to as the General Manager. 

 
1101.26 District Service Area: The territory served by the District Sewerage System 

including all Premises within the boundaries of the District which are now served by the District 
Sewerage System or may be required by this Code of Regulations or other District regulation to 
be connected to the District Sewerage System. 

 
1101.27 District Sewerage System: The existing collecting system of sewers, 

appurtenances, pumping stations, treatment works, means of disposal of effluent and sludge, 
and all other works necessary to complete the collection, treatment and disposal of Sewage by 
the District, which collecting system is acquired, constructed and financed with funds derived 
from the sale of revenue bonds, general obligation bonds, or otherwise, together with all 
improvements and extensions to said system later constructed or acquired. 

 
1101.28 Domestic Wastewater: Wastewater, including domestic septic system waste, 

from private residences and Wastewater from other Premises resulting from the use of water for 
personal washing, sanitary purposes or the Discharge of human excrement and related matter. 

 
1101.29    Easement: A property right, however created, entitling the owner of the right 

to make specified use of real property owned by another. 
 

1101.30 Effluent: the Wastewater or other liquid, untreated, partially treated, or 
completely treated, flowing to a reservoir, basin, treatment process, collection system, treatment 
plant, or receiving stream. 

 
1101.31 Existing Source: Any source of Discharge that is not a New Source. 

 
1101.32      Fee: Any charge made to the Discharger for the use, or continued use, of 

the District Sewerage System and shall include, but not be limited to, connection or tap fees, 
sewer service charges, industrial or liquid waste permit fees, user charges, excess capacity 
connection charges, industrial or liquid waste treatment surcharges, industrial or liquid waste 
treatment capacity charges, treatability charges, unusual industrial waste charges, testing 
laboratory charges, waste haulers permit fees, and oversize sewer charges, and noncompliance 
fines or penalties. 

 
1101.33 Garbage: The putrescible animal and vegetable Waste resulting from the 

handling, preparation and consumption of foods. 
 

1101.34 General Manager: Person appointed by the Board to administer and enforce 
the rules and regulations of the District. The General Manager may also be referred to as the 
General Manager. 
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1101.35 Grab Sample: Any individual sample collected in a short period of time not 

exceeding 15 minutes. “Grab Samples” shall be collected during normal peak loading conditions 
for the parameter of interest, which may or may not be hydraulic peaks. 

 
1101.36 Gravity Separation Device: A device for retaining sand, silt, grit, mineral 

material, petroleum solvent, grease or oil by gravity differential separation from wastewater and 
of a design and capacity as determined by the current edition of “Uniform Plumbing Code.” 

 
1101.37    Grease:   As defined in “Standard Methods” including, but not limited to, 

waxes, fats, oils, and other non-volatile materials tested as determined by appropriate 
procedures. 

 
1101.38 Grease Trap (Grease Interceptor or Interceptor): A pretreatment device 

designed in compliance with the current Uniform Plumbing Code or to other specifications as 
may be required by the District. A Grease Trap (Interceptor) is installed to separate and retain 
most Grease so that it does not enter the District Sewerage System. A larger Grease Trap is 
commonly known as a Grease Interceptor or Interceptor. 

 
1101.39 Ground Garbage: Residue resulting from the preparation, cooking and 

dispensing of food, which residue has been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be 
carried freely in suspension under the flow conditions normally prevailing in District Sewerage 
System, with no particle greater in size than one half inch in any dimension. 

 
1101.40 Indirect Discharge or Discharge [40 CFR Section 403.3(i)]: The 

introduction of Pollutants into the District Sewerage System by any non-domestic source 
regulated under Section 307 (b), (c) and (d) of the Act. 

 
1101.41 Industrial User: A non-domestic source of Indirect Discharge or 

Discharge regulated under Section 307(b), (c) or (d) of the Act. An Industrial User includes, 
without limitation, those producing, manufacturing, processing, institutional, commercial, 
agricultural or similar operations that directly or indirectly discharge Industrial or Non-Domestic 
Waste into the District Sewerage System. 

 
1101.42 Industrial Waste: Any Pollutant that is discharged, flowing or permitted to 

escape into the District Sewerage System from any source including, without limitation, 
producing, manufacturing, processing, institutional, commercial, agricultural or similar operation 
engaged in the development, recovery or processing of any material resource. 

 
1101.43 Industrial Wastewater: Liquid and water-carried Industrial Waste, 

whether treated or untreated, which enters into the District Sewerage System with or without an 
Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit. 

 
1101.44 Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit. A conditional, written 

authorization issued by the District permitting an Industrial User to Discharge Industrial 
Wastewater into the District Sewerage System. An Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit may 
also be referred to as an “IWDP.” 
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1101.45 Inspector: District personnel or Contractors authorized by the District to 

inspect facilities generating, conveying, processing, storing and/or discharging materials, Waste 
or Wastewater into the District Sewerage System. 

 
1101.46 Interceptor Sewer. A closed conduit whose primary purpose is to 

transport, rather than collect, Wastewater. 
 

1101.47 Interference [40 CFR Section 403.3(i)]: The Discharge by an Industrial 
User which, alone or in conjunction with a Discharge from other sources, inhibits or disrupts the 
District’s Sewage Treatment Plant, its treatment processes or operations, or its sludge 
processes, use or disposal and which is a cause of a violation of any requirement of the District 
National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit (including an increase in the magnitude or 
duration of a violation) or of the prevention of sludge use or disposal by the District Sewage 
Treatment Plant in accordance with the following statutory provisions and regulations or permits 
issued thereunder (or more stringent State or local regulations): Section 405 of the Clean Water 
Act, the Solid Waste Disposal Act (SWDA) (including Title II, more commonly referred to as the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), and including State regulations contained in 
any of the State’s sludge management plans prepared pursuant to Subtitle D or the SWDA), the 
Clean Air Act, the Toxic Substance Control Act and the Marine Protection Research and 
Sanctuaries Act. (Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.3(i).) 

 
1101.48 Lateral: A Sewer beginning at the foundation wall of any Building or 

structure and terminating at the District Sewerage System, which sewer connects the Building 
or structure to the District Sewerage System. The Lateral includes the connection facility by 
which the Lateral is connected to the District Sewerage System. A Lateral may also be referred 
to as a Side Sewer. 

 
1101.49 Liquid Waste: The Discharge from any plumbing fixture which does not 

receive fecal matter. 
 

1101.50 Local Limits: Specific Discharge limits developed and enforced by the 
District upon Industrial Users to implement the general and specific Discharge prohibitions listed 
in 40 CFR 403.5(a)(1) and (b). 

 
1101.51 Local Sewer: The portion of the District Sewerage System which directly 

receives Wastewater from the Lateral of a Discharger. 
 

1101.52 Medical Waste: Isolation wastes, infectious agents, human blood and 
blood products, pathological wastes, sharps, body parts, contaminated bedding, surgical 
wastes, potentially contaminated laboratory wastes, and dialysis wastes. 

 
1101.53 National Categorical Pretreatment Standard or Categorical Standard: 

Any regulation containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in accordance with 
Section 307(b) and (c) of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1317) which applies to a specific category of Users 
and which appear in 40 CFR Chapter 1, Subchapter N, Parts 401 - 471. 
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1101.54 National Pretreatment Standard: Any regulation containing pollutant 

discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in accordance with Section 307(b) and (c) of the Act 
which applies to Industrial Users. This term includes prohibitive discharge limits established 
pursuant to 40 CFR Section 403.5. 

 
1101.55 National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit: A 

permit issued pursuant to Section 402 of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1342). 
 

1101.56 New Source [40 CFR Section 403.3(m)]: 
 

1101.56.1       Any Building, structure, facility or installation from which there is 
(or may be) a Discharge of Pollutants, the construction of which commenced after the 
publication of proposed Pretreatment Standards under Section 307(c) of the Act which will be 
applicable to such source if such standards are thereafter promulgated in accordance with that 
section, provided that the new source meets the definition in 40 CFR 403.3(m): 

 
1101.56.1.1 The Building, structure, facility, or installation is 

constructed at a site at which no other source located; or 
 

1101.56.1.2 The Building, structure, facility, or installation totally 
replaces the process or production equipment that causes the Discharge of Pollutants at an 
Existing Source; or 

 

1101.56.1.3 The production or Wastewater generating processes of the 
Building, structure, facility, or installation are substantially independent of an Existing Source at 
the same site. In determining whether these are substantially independent, factors such as the 
extent to which the new facility is integrated with the existing plant, and the extent to which the 
new facility is engaged in the same general type of activity as the Existing Source, should be 
considered. 

 

1101.56.2 Construction on a site at which an existing source is located 
results in a modification rather than a New Source, if the construction does not create a new 
Building, structure, facility, or installation meeting the criteria of paragraphs 1101.56.1.2 or 
1101.56.1.3 of this subsection but otherwise alters, replaces, or adds to existing process or 
production equipment. 

 
1101.56.3 Construction of a New Source as defined under this paragraph 

has commenced if the Owner or operator has: 
 

1101.56.3.1 Begun, or caused to begin, as part of a continuous onsite 
construction program: 

or equipment; or 

 

1101.56.3.1.1 Any placement, assembly, or installation of facilities 
 
 

1101.56.3.1.2 Significant site preparation work including clearing, 
excavation, or removal of existing Buildings, structures, or facilities which is necessary for the 
placement, assembly installation of New Source facilities or equipment; or 
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1101.56.3.2 Entered into a binding contractual obligation for the 
purchase of facilities or equipment that is intended to be used in its operation within a 
reasonable time. Options to purchase or contracts which can be terminated or modified without 
substantial loss, and contracts for feasibility, engineering, and design studies do not constitute a 
contractual obligation under this paragraph. 

 
1101.57 Non-Compatible Pollutant: Any Pollutant which is not a Compatible Pollutant. 

 
1101.58 Non-Contact Cooling Water: Water used for cooling that does not come into 

direct contact with any raw material, intermediate product, waste product, or finished product. 
 

1101.59 Nuisance.   Anything which is injurious to health or is indecent or offensive to 
the senses, or an obstruction to the free use of property so as to interfere with the comfortable 
enjoyment of life or property. 

 
1101.60 Owner: A part owner, joint owner, tenant, tenant in common, or joint tenant of 

the whole of part of a Building or property. Owner is also a Person owning, in whole or part, fee 
title to any Premises as shown by the Official Records of the County Recorder of Ventura 
County and ultimately responsible for the payment of Fees related to the connection of the 
Premises to the District Sewerage System. 

 
1101.61 Pass Through [40 CFR 403.3(p)]: A Discharge which exits the District’s 

Sewage Treatment Plant into the Waters of the United States in quantities or concentrations 
which, alone or in conjunction with a Discharge or Discharges from other sources, is a cause of 
a violation of any requirement of the District NPDES permit, including an increase in the 
magnitude or duration of the violation. 

 
1101.62 Peak Flow Rate: The maximum Discharge rate over a 30 minute period 

between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. and determined by averaging a maximum of ten 
substantiated Peak Flow Rate measurements of the accrual period in gallons per minute; in the 
absence of actual Peak Flow Rate data, Peak Flow Rate may be computed in the manner set 
forth in the District’s specifications. 

 
1101.63 Permit: Any written authorization required by the District for connection to and 

use of the District Sewerage System in accordance with this this Chapter, the District Code of 
Regulations or other applicable Federal, State or local law or regulation. 

 
1101.64 Person: Any individual, partnership co partnership, firm, company, corporation, 

association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity or any other legal 
representatives, agents, or assigns. 

 
1101.65 pH: The logarithm (base 10) of the reciprocal of the hydrogen ion 

concentration expressed in moles per liter as determined by the appropriate procedures set 
forth in “Standard Methods.” 

 
1101.66 Plumbing System: All plumbing fixtures and traps, or soil, waste, special waste 

and vent pipes, and all sanitary sewer pipes within a Building and extending to the Building’s 
Lateral connection. 
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1101.67 Pollutant: Any dredged soil, solid waste, incinerator residue, filter backwash, 

sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, munitions, Medical Wastes, chemical wastes, biological 
materials, Radioactive Materials, heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt, 
municipal, agricultural and Industrial Wastes, and certain characteristics of Wastewater 
including, without limitation, pH, temperature, TSS, turbidity, color, BOD, COD, toxicity, or odor. 

 
1101.68 Polluted Water: Any water altered in quality by Waste to a degree which 

unreasonably affects: (1) the water for beneficial use; or (2) the facilities which serve the 
beneficial use. The term “Polluted Water” may include “Contaminated Water.” 

 
1101.69 Pollution: The man-made or man-induced alteration of the chemical, physical, 

biological and radiological integrity of water. 
 

1101.70 Premises: With reference to the District Sewerage System, any lot, or any 
piece or parcel of land comprising two or more lots of record in one ownership or any Building or 
other structure or any part of any Building or structure used or useful for human habitation or 
gathering or for carrying on a business or occupation or any commercial or industrial activity. 

 
1101.71 Pretreatment: The reduction of the amount of Pollutants, the elimination of 

Pollutants, or the alteration of the nature of Pollutant properties in Wastewater to a less harmful 
state prior to or in lieu of discharging or otherwise introducing such Pollutants into the District 
Sewerage System. The reduction or alteration can be obtained by physical, chemical or 
biological processes, or by process changes, except as prohibited by 40 CFR 403.6(d). 
Appropriate pretreatment technology includes control equipment, such as equalization tanks or 
facilities, for protection against surges or Slug Loadings that might interfere with or otherwise be 
incompatible with the POTW. However, where Wastewater from a regulated process is mixed in 
an equalization facility with unregulated Wastewater or with Wastewater from another regulated 
process, the Effluent from the equalization facility must meet an adjusted pretreatment limit 
calculated in accordance with 40 CFR Section 403.6(e). 

 
1101.72 Pretreatment Facility:   Any works or device for the treatment or flow limitation 

of Sewage, Liquid Waste or Industrial Waste prior to Discharge into the District Sewerage 
System to allow a User to comply with Effluent limits. 

 
1101.73 Pretreatment Requirements: Any substantive or procedural requirement 

related to Pretreatment, other than a National Pretreatment Standard, imposed on a User. 
 

1101.74 Pretreatment Standard: Prohibited Discharge Standard, Categorical 
Pretreatment Standards, and/or Local Limits. 

 
1101.75 Private Sewage Disposal System: A Septic Tank, Cesspool, Seepage Pit 

(along with appurtenant piping and/or leach fields) or other such facilities used for the disposal 
of Sewage and not connected with a Public Sewer. 

 
1101.76 Process Wastewater: Any water, which during manufacturing or processing, 

comes into direct contact with or results from the production or use of any raw material, 
intermediate product, finished product, by-product, or waste product from any industrial, 
commercial, institutional, or agricultural source. 
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1101.77 Prohibited Discharge Standards:   Absolute prohibitions against the Discharge 
of certain substances as may be specified in this Chapter or other applicable Federal, State or 
local law or regulation. 

 
1101.78 Public Sewer: A common Sewer lying within a public way or an Easement 

which is controlled by or under the jurisdiction of the District and which receives Wastewater 
flows from Buildings or structures connected thereto. 

 
1101.79 Publicly Owned Treatment Works (“POTW”) [40 CFR 403.3(q)]: A treatment 

works, as defined by Section 212 of the Act (33 U.S.C. Section 1292), which is owned by the 
District. This definition includes any devices or systems used in the collection, storage, 
treatment, recycling and reclamation of Sewage or Industrial Wastes of a liquid nature and any 
conveyances which convey Wastewater to the District Sewage Treatment Plant. 

 
1101.80 Radioactive Material: Material with chemical elements that spontaneously 

change their atomic structure by emitting any particles, rays or energy forms in excess of normal 
background radiation. 

 
1101.81 Sampling Well: An approved opening to a Lateral or the District Sewerage 

System for the purpose of inspection, sampling and/or flow measurement. 
 

1101.82 Sanitary Sewer: A conduit that conveys Sewage, Industrial Wastewater or 
Domestic Wastewater or a combination of all the foregoing, and into which storm water, surface 
and ground waters and unpolluted waters are limited to the greatest extent feasible under the 
circumstances. 

 
1101.83 Sanitary Waste: Domestic Wastewater. 

 

1101.84 Seepage Pit: Any pit used for the leaching of treated or untreated Sanitary 
Sewage into the surrounding ground. 

 
1101.85 Septic Tank: A watertight receptacle which receives the Discharge of a 

Building, sanitary drainage system, or part thereof, and is designed and constructed so as to 
separate solids from the liquid, digest organic matter through a period of detention and allow the 
liquid to discharge into the soil outside of the tank through a system of open joint or perforated 
piping, or a Seepage Pit. 

 
1101.86 Sewage: Any combination of water-carried Wastes from residences, business 

Buildings, institutions and industrial establishments. 
 

1101.87 Sewerage System. The District’s facilities used to collect, pump, transport, treat 
and dispose of Wastewater. For the purposes of this Chapter, Sewerage System also includes 
any Sewers that convey Wastewater from Persons outside the District who are, by contract or 
agreement with the District, Users of the District Sewerage System. 

 
1101.88 Sewage Treatment Plant: The assemblage facilities, devices, structures and 

equipment used by the District for the treatment of Wastewater. 
 

1101.89 Sewer: A pipe or conduit for carrying Sewage. 
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1101.90 Sewer Service: The services and facilities used for collection, treatment and 

disposal of Sewage furnished or available from the District to serve a given Premise. 
 

1101.91 Shall: “Shall” is mandatory and “may” is permissive. 
 

1101.92 Significant Change: Plus or minus 25 percent in a User’s typical Discharge 
pattern: flow rate, Peak Flow Rate, constituents, concentration of constituents or characteristics. 

 
1101.93 Significant Industrial User: Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, the 

term Significant Industrial User means any User who: 
 

1101.93.1 Has a Discharge subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards; or 
 

1101.93.2 Has an average Discharge flow of 25,000 gallons or more per work 
day of Process Wastewater to the District Sewerage System, excluding sanitary, Noncontact 
Cooling Water and boiler Blowdown Wastewater; or 

 
1101.93.3   Contributes a process wastestream which makes up five (5) percent 

or more of the average dry weather hydraulic or organic (BOD, TSS, etc.) capacity of the 
treatment plant; or 

 
1101.93.4 Is designated as a Significant Industrial User by the District on the 

basis that the User: 
 

1101.93.4.1 Has a reasonable potential, either individually or in 
combination with other contributing industries, for adversely affecting the District Sewage 
Treatment Plant (or the quality of Effluent from the Sewage Treatment Plant); or 

 
1101.93.4.2 May cause or threaten to cause the District to violate its 

NPDES Permit; or 
 

1101.93.4.3 Has a reasonable potential to violate any Pretreatment 
Standard; or 

 
1101.93.4.4 Has a reasonable potential to endanger District personnel; 

or 
 

1101.93.4.5 Has in its Waste Discharge a Toxic Pollutant. 
 

1101.93.5 The District may determine that an Industrial User subject to 
Categorical Pretreatment Standards under 40 CFR Section 403.6 is a Non-Significant 
Categorical Industrial User rather than a Significant Industrial User on a finding that the 
Industrial User never discharges more than 100 gallons per day (gpd) of total categorical 
wastewater (excluding Sanitary Sewage, non-contact cooling and boiler Blowdown Wastewater, 
unless specifically included in the Pretreatment Standard) and the following conditions are met: 

 
1101.93.5.1 The Industrial User, prior to the District’s finding, has 

consistently complied with all applicable Categorical Pretreatment Standards and 
Requirements; 
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1101.93.5.2 The Industrial User annually submits the certification 
statement required in subsection 1106.3.13 of this Chapter together with any additional 
information necessary to support the certification statement; and 

 
1101.93.5.3   The   Industrial User   never discharges any untreated 

concentrated Wastewater. 
 

1101.93.6 Upon a finding that an Industrial User meeting the criteria in for a 
Significant Industrial User has no reasonable potential for adversely affecting the Sewage 
Treatment Plant or for violating any Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, the District may at 
any time, on its own initiative or in response to a petition received from an Industrial User, and in 
accordance with procedures in 40 CFR Section 403.8(f)(6), determine that such Industrial User 
should not be considered a Significant Industrial User. 

 
1101.94 Significant Non-Compliance [40 CFR Section 403.8(f)(2)(viii)]: A Significant 

Industrial User (or any Industrial User) is in Significant Non-Compliance if its violation meets one 
or more of the following criteria: 

 
1101.94.1 Chronic violations of Wastewater Discharge limits, defined here as 

those in which 66 percent or more of all of the measurements taken for the same pollutant 
parameter during a 6-month period exceed (by any magnitude) a numeric Pretreatment 
Requirement or Standard as defined in subsections 1101.73 and 1101.74 of this Chapter. 

 
1101.94.2 Technical Review Criteria (TRC) violations, defined here as those in 

which 33 percent or more of all of the measurements for each Pollutant parameter taken during 
a 6-month period equal or exceed the product of the numeric Pretreatment Requirement or 
Standard as defined in subsections 1101.73 and 1101.74 of this Chapter multiplied by the 
applicable TRC (TRC=1.4 for BOD, TSS, fats, oil, and grease, and 1.2 for all other pollutants 
except pH); 

 

1101.94.3 Any other violation of a Pretreatment Standard or Requirement that 
the General Manager determines has caused, alone or in combination with other Discharges, 
Interference or Pass Through (including endangering the health of the District Sewerage 
System, personnel, environment or the public); 

 
1101.94.4 Any Discharge of a Pollutant that has caused imminent endangerment 

to human health, welfare or to the environment or has resulted in the District’s exercise of its 
emergency authority under subsection 1108.4.2.5 of this Chapter to halt or prevent such a 
Discharge; 

 

1101.94.5 Failure to meet, within 90 days after the schedule date, a Compliance 
Schedule milestone contained in a local control mechanism or other enforcement order for 
starting construction, completing construction, or attaining compliance; 

 
1101.94.6 Failure to provide, within 45 days after the due date, required reports 

such as baseline monitoring reports, 90-day compliance reports, periodic self-monitoring 
reports, and reports on compliance with compliance schedules; 

 
1101.94.7 Failure to accurately report noncompliance; or 
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1101.94.8 Any other violation(s), which may include a violation of Best 

Management Practices, which the General Manager determines will adversely affect the 
operation or implementation of the District’s pretreatment program. 

 
1101.95 Slug Discharge or Slug Load: Any Discharge of a non-routine, episodic nature, 

including but not limited to an accidental spill or a non-customary batch Discharge, which has a 
reasonable potential to cause Interference or Pass Through or cause a violation of the District’s 
regulations, Local Limits, or general or specific discharge prohibitions in subsections 1103.2.1 
and 1103.2.2 of this Chapter or specific discharge limitations prohibitions in subsection 1103.3 
of this Chapter. 

 
1101.96 Standard Industrial Classification: A classification pursuant to the Standard 

Industrial Classification Manual (latest edition) issued by the Executive Office of the President, 
Office of Management and Budget. 

 
1101.97 Standard Methods: Current edition of the “Standard Methods for Examination 

of Water and Wastewater” published by the American Public Health Association. 
 

1101.98 State: State of California. 
 

1101.99 Storm Water: Any flow occurring during or following any form of natural 
precipitation and resulting therefrom. 

 
1101.100 Suspended Solids or Suspended Matter: The solid matter suspended in 

Sewage as determined by appropriate procedures set forth in “Standard Methods.” 
 

1101.101 Total Dissolved Solids. The solid matter in solution in the Sewage and as 
determined by evaporation of a Sewage sample from which all suspended matter has been 
removed by filtration as determined by the appropriate procedures set forth in “Standard 
Methods”. 

 
1101.102 Toxic Pollutant: Those Pollutants, or combination of Pollutants, including 

disease causing agents, which after discharge and upon exposure, ingestion, inhalation, or 
assimilation into any organism either directly from the environment or indirectly by ingestion 
through the food chain, will, on the basis of information available to the Administrator of the 
EPA, cause death, disease, behavioral abnormalities, cancer, genetic mutations, physiological 
malfunctions, or malfunctions in reproduction or physical deformations in such organisms or 
their offspring. Such Pollutants that have been identified as toxic are listed in 40 CFR 122, 
Appendix D. 

 
1101.103 Trunk Sewer: The Sewer in any public right-of-way or Easement constructed 

to accommodate more than one Local Sewer. 
 

1101.104 United States Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA, or where 
appropriate, the term may also be used as designation for the administrator or other duly 
authorized official of said agency. 

 
1101.105 User. Any Person that introduces Pollutants into the District Sewerage 

System. 
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1101.106 Waste. All water-carried materials, liquid, solid, gaseous, or radioactive, 
associated with human habitation, or of human or animal origin, or from or related to any 
producing, manufacturing, or processing operation of whatever nature, including such materials 
placed within containers of whatever nature prior to, and for purposes of, disposal into the 
District Sewerage System. 

 
1101.107 Wastewater: The liquid and water-carried Wastes and Sanitary Sewage from 

residential dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial and manufacturing facilities, and 
institutions, whether treated or untreated, which are contributed to or permitted to enter the 
District Sewerage System. 

 
1101.108 Waters of the United States. Bodies of water as defined in 40 CFR Section 

230.3(s). 
 
 

ABBREVIATIONS 
 

BOD Biochemical Oxygen Demand, 5 Day 
CCR Code of California Regulations 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
COD Chemical Oxygen Demand 
EPA Environmental Protection Agency 
ERP Enforcement Response Plan 
IWDP Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit 
Klb Thousand of Pounds 
Klb/day Thousand of Pounds per Day 
L Liter 
Lb/d Pounds per Day 
mg Milligrams 
mg/L Milligrams per Liter 
O & G Oil and Grease 
POTW Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
SIC Standard Industrial Classification 
SS Suspended Solids 
TDS Total Dissolved Solids 
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SECTION 1102. Administration of Industrial User Discharge Requirements 

1102.1 Administration 

The General Manager shall administer the provisions of this Chapter. Any powers 
granted to or duties imposed upon the General Manager may be delegated by him to Persons 
acting in the employ of or under contract to the District. 

 
1102.2 Administrative Rules 

 
The General Manager is authorized to promulgate administrative rules and standards 

reasonably necessary to protect the District Sewerage System, to comply with all applicable 
Federal and State laws required by the Clean Water Act of 1977 and the Federal Pretreatment 
Regulations (40 CFR Part 403), to control and regulate the proper use thereof, to prevent 
overflow, and to provide for the issuance, suspension or revocation of Industrial Wastewater 
Discharge Permits, provided, however, the regulations shall be consistent with the provisions of 
this Chapter and formulated to result in the uniform control of Users contributing to the 
Sewerage System operated by the District. The General Manager is authorized to promulgate, 
as he deems necessary, reasonable rules relating to the rate of flow and the quality and quantity 
of Wastewater Discharges to the District Sewerage System which shall be consistent with and 
implement the purposes of this Chapter. 

 
1102.3 Inspection and Sampling 

 
1102.3.1 The General Manager or his designee, through a program of 

inspections and sampling, will ensure compliance with the provisions of this Chapter, a User’s 
Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit, and all applicable Federal and State laws and 
regulations. The program shall include, but is not limited to, the review of self-monitoring 
reports, inspections, sampling, Wastewater flow verification and the retention and availability of 
all necessary records. [Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.8(f)(1)(v).] 

 
1102.3.2 The General Manager or his designee may inspect the facilities of any 

Person to ascertain whether the purpose of this Chapter is being met and all prohibitions, 
limitations and requirements are being complied with. Upon presentation of proper identification, 
Persons or occupants of Premises where Waste or Wastewater is created or discharged shall 
allow Inspectors ready access, at all reasonable times, to all parts of the Premises for the 
purposes of inspection, sampling, records examination, evidence gathering or in the 
performance of any of their other duties. In addition, the General Manager or his designee may 
enter the property at any hour under emergency circumstances involving the District Sewerage 
System. The District or any Approval Authority shall have the right to set up on the Industrial 
User’s Premises such devices as are necessary to conduct sampling inspection, compliance 
monitoring and/or metering operations. The District or any Approval Authority shall have access 
to and the right to inspect and copy all of an Industrial User’s records pertaining to Wastewater 
Discharge and compliance with Pretreatment Standards and Pretreatment Requirements, 
whether such records are located at the facility where the Wastewater is created or discharged, 
or at another facility of the Industrial User, in accordance with subsection 1106.4.2 of this 
Chapter. 
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1102.3.3 During the inspection and compliance monitoring activities, the 

Inspector shall observe all reasonable security, safety and sanitation measures. In addition, the 
Inspector shall observe reasonable precautionary measures specified by the Industrial User. 

 
1102.3.4 Where an Industrial User has security measures in force which would 

require proper identification and clearance before entry into their Premises, the User shall make 
necessary arrangements with their security guards so that upon presentation of suitable 
identification, Personnel from the District or Approval Authority will be permitted to enter, without 
delay, for the purposes of performing their specific responsibilities. 

 
1102.3.5 No Persons shall interfere with, delay, resist, or refuse entrance to an 

authorized Inspector attempting to inspect any raw material, Waste or Wastewater generation, 
conveyance, treatment or storage facility. (Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 
403.8(f) (1) (v).) 

 
1102.3.6 A report listing any deficiencies and/or violations found during the 

inspection shall be prepared by the Inspector and shall be kept on file at the District office. A 
copy of the report shall be provided to Industrial User. 

 
1102.3.7 If corrections are needed, the General Manager or his designee may 

require the Industrial User to submit an approved Compliance Schedule (see subsection 1105.5 
of this Chapter). 

 
1102.3.8   When obtaining samples, the Inspector shall allow the Industrial User 

to split collected samples for separate analysis. 
 

1102.4 Inspection Warrants 
 

If the District or an Approval Authority has been refused access to a Building, structure, 
or property, or any part thereof, and is able to demonstrate cause to believe that there may be 
violation of this Chapter, or that there is need to inspect or sample the Industrial User’s facilities 
as part of a routine inspection and sampling program conducted by the District and designed to 
verify compliance with this Chapter or any IWDP or order issued hereunder, or to protect the 
overall public health, safety and welfare of the community, then the General Manager or the 
Approval Authority may seek issuance of an inspection warrant duly issued pursuant to the 
procedure set forth in Title 13 (commencing with Section 1822.50) of Part 3 of the California 
Code of Civil Procedure. However, in the event of an emergency affecting the public health and 
safety, an inspection may be performed without consent or the issuance of a warrant. 

 
1102.5 Connections to District Sewerage System to be Maintained by Owner 

 
All connections of an Industrial User to the District Sewerage System, including the wye 

or saddle at the Local Sewer, shall be maintained at the expense of the Owner of the property 
so connected. 
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1102.6 Availability of Facilities: Restriction of Discharge Rate 

 
1102.6.1 If District Sewerage System capacity is not available, the General 

Manager or his designee may restrict Discharge until sufficient capacity can be made available. 
The General Manager or his designee shall advise any Person desiring to locate a new facility 
of the areas, where Wastewater of the proposed quantity and quality can be received by 
available District Sewerage System capacity. The General Manager or his designee may refuse 
immediate service to any new facility located in an area where there is insufficient capacity in 
the District Sewerage System to accommodate the proposed quality and quantity of the 
Wastewater or where the Discharge of the Wastewater will violate any of the provisions of this 
Chapter or cause the District to violate its NPDES permit. 

 
1102.6.2 The General Manager or his designee may restrict the rate of 

Discharge into any Sanitary Sewer during the peak flow hours (8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.) or at 
any other time when required to prevent the overloading of the District Sewerage System. A 
Discharger so restricted shall be required either to curtail his rate of Discharge or to provide 
approved storage or retention facilities for his Wastewater. Wastewater so retained may be 
discharged into a Sanitary Sewer between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., or during 
other periods prescribed by the General Manager or his designee, at a rate of flow which the 
District Sewerage System can accommodate. 

 
1102.7 Confidential Information 

 
1102.7.1 EPA, State and District. Any information submitted to the EPA, State 

or District pursuant to this Chapter may be claimed as confidential by the submitter. Any such 
claim must be asserted at the time of submission in the manner prescribed on the application 
form or instructions, or, in the case of other submissions, by stamping the words “confidential 
business information” on each page containing such information. If no claim is made at the time 
of submission, the EPA, State or District may make the information available to the public 
without further notice. 

 
1102.7.2 Effluent Data. Information and data provided to the EPA, State or 

District pursuant to this Chapter which is Effluent data shall be available to the public without 
restriction. All other information which is submitted to the EPA, State or District shall be 
available to the public at least to the extent provided by 40 CFR Section 2.302. 

 
1102.7.3 Trade Secrets. The public interest served by not making trade secret 

records public clearly outweighs the public interest served by the disclosure of said records. 
Accordingly, any trade secrets acquired by the District in the course of implementation or 
enforcement of this Chapter shall not be made public except to that extent necessary to enforce 
this Chapter. 

 
1102.8 Notice: Time Limits 

 
1102.8.1 Unless otherwise provided herein, any notice required to be given by 

the District pursuant to this Chapter shall be in writing and served in person or by registered or 
certified mail. If served by mail, the notice shall be sent to the last address known to the District. 
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1102.8.2 Notice by mail shall be deemed to have been given at the time of 

deposit, registered or certified postage prepaid, in a collection facility regularly serviced by the 
United States Postal Service; and notice personally served shall be effective at the time the 
written notice is served upon the Person or served in any other manner permitted by the 
California Code of Civil Procedure. 

 
1102.8.3 Any time limit provided in a written notice or in any provision of this 

Chapter may be extended in writing by or at the direction of the General Manager or his 
designee. 

 
1102.9 Public Notification 

 
1102.9.1 The District will publish in a newspaper of general circulation within the 

District Service Area all Industrial Users that, at any time during the previous 12 months (i.e., 
during any of the 4 quarters), were in Significant Non-Compliance. If an Industrial User has 
been determined to be in Significant Non-Compliance based solely on violations which occurred 
in the first quarter of the 15-month evaluation period and was published in the previous year for 
the same violations, but has demonstrated consistent compliance in the subsequent four 
quarters, then the District will not republish the Industrial User. 

 
1102.9.2 For the purposes of this subsection, an Industrial User is in Significant 

Non-Compliance if its violation meets one or more of the following criteria: 
 

1102.9.2.1 Chronic violations of Wastewater Discharge limits, defined 
here as those in which 66 percent or more of all of the measurements taken for the same 
Pollutant parameter during a 6-month period exceed (by any magnitude) a numeric 
Pretreatment Requirement or Standard as defined in subsections 1101.73 and 1101.74 of this 
Chapter. 

 

1102.9.2.2 Technical Review Criteria (TRC) violations, defined here as 
those in which 33 percent or more of all of the measurements for each Pollutant parameter 
taken during a 6-month period equal or exceed the product of the numeric Pretreatment 
Requirement or Standard as defined in subsections 1101.73 and 1101.74 multiplied by the 
applicable TRC (TRC=1.4 for BOD, TSS, fats, oil, and grease, and 1.2 for all other pollutants 
except pH); 

 

1102.9.2.3 Any other violation of a Pretreatment Standard or 
Requirement that the General Manager determines has caused, alone or in combination with 
other Discharges, Interference or Pass Through (including endangering the health of the District 
Sewerage System, personnel or the general public); 

 
1102.9.2.4 Any Discharge of a Pollutant that has caused imminent 

endangerment to human health, welfare or to the environment or has resulted in the District’s 
exercise of its emergency authority under subsection 1108.4.2.5 of this Chapter to halt or 
prevent such a Discharge; 

 
1102.9.2.5 Failure to meet, within 90 days after the schedule date, a 

Compliance Schedule milestone contained in a local control mechanism or enforcement order 
for starting construction, completing construction, or attaining final compliance; 
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1102.9.2.6 Failure to provide, within 45 days after the due date, required 
reports such as baseline monitoring reports, 90-day compliance reports, periodic self-monitoring 
reports, and reports on compliance with Compliance Schedules; 

 
1102.9.2.7 Failure to accurately report non-compliance; or 

 
1102.9.2.8 Any other violation(s), which may include a violation of Best 

Management Practices, which the General Manager determines will adversely affect the 
operation or implementation of the District’s Pretreatment program. 

 
1102.9.3 The District will evaluate Significant Non-Compliance each quarter (i.e., 

every 3 months).   To determine whether an Industrial User was in Significant Non-Compliance 
of the criteria in subsection 1102.9.2.1 of this Chapter (chronic violations) or subsection 
1102.9.2.2 of this Chapter (Technical Review Violations), the District will review at the end of 
each quarter, all monitoring data collected in the previous six months. In the first quarter of the 
year, the data will include the data collected in the first 3 months of the first quarter of the 
present year and the data collected in the last three months (or last quarter) of the previous 
year. In the second quarter of the year, the data will include the data collected in the first and 
second quarter of the year (the first 6 months of the present year). In the third quarter, the data 
will include the data collected in the second and third quarter of the present year. In the fourth 
quarter, the data will include the data collected in the third and fourth quarter of the present 
year. Under this system, each Industrial User is evaluated for Significant Non-Compliance four 
times during the year, and the total evaluation period covers 15 months (beginning with the last 
quarter of the previous year through the end of the current year). 
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SECTION 1103. Wastewater Discharge into District Sewerage System 

1103.1 Wastewater Discharge Policy 

1103.1.1 In accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and 
regulations, Domestic and Industrial Wastewater will be accepted into the District Sewerage 
System if there is capacity in the system and the Wastewater will not: 

 
 1103.1.1.1 Menace public health; 

1103.1.1.2 Detrimentally affect the local environment; 

1103.1.1.3 Create a nuisance, including odor and infestation; 

 
the District; 

1103.1.1.4 Impose excessive collection, treatment or disposal costs upon 

 
processes; 

1103.1.1.5 Significantly interfere with or impede wastewater treatment 

 1103.1.1.6 Interfere with or impede wastewater reclamation processes; 
 1103.1.1.7 Exceed quality limits and quantity requirements established 
by these rules or regulations promulgated thereunder; 

 
1103.1.1.8 Significantly contaminate the sludge from the treatment 

process; 
 

1103.1.1.9 Cause the District to violate its NPDES permit. 
 

1103.1.2 This Chapter provides specific limits for prohibited Pollutants only 
where they are now reasonably well established. Other Pollutants will be brought under 
regulation when specific limits are established. In some cases, the concentration or amount of 
any particular Pollutant which will be judged to be excessive or unreasonable cannot be 
foreseen, but will depend on the results of technical determinations relating to the particular 
situation and the actions of regulatory agencies. The District reserves the right to establish, by 
ordinance, regulations, or in Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permits, specific limits or 
requirements that may be more stringent that those established in this Chapter. 

 
1103.1.3 No Person shall Discharge any Domestic or Industrial Wastewater (i) to 

the ground; (ii) into any surface drainage conduit, storm drain or channel; or (iii) into any stream 
or other natural water course. 

 
1103.2 Specific Discharge Prohibitions 

 
No Person shall Discharge or cause to be discharged into the District Sewerage System 

any Waste or Wastewater if in the opinion of the General Manager or his designee the 
Discharge may have an adverse or harmful effect on the District Sewerage System including, 
without limitation, District Sewers, maintenance personnel, the Sewage Treatment Plant, 
personnel or equipment, Sewage Treatment Plant effluent quality, public or private property or 
may otherwise endanger ecological systems or create a Nuisance. In determining the 
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acceptability of specific Wastewater under this Section, the General Manager or his designee 
shall consider in addition to the foregoing, the nature of the Wastewater, the adequacy and 
nature of the collection, the treatment and disposal system available to accept the Wastewater, 
and the District governing law embodied in this Chapter. The General Manager may 
promulgate regulations as provided herein and upon appropriate application shall establish 
terms and conditions appropriate to specific Dischargers. 

 
1103.2.1 General Prohibitions. 

 
1103.2.1.1 Prohibitions. No User shall contribute or cause to be 

contributed, directly or indirectly, any Pollutant or Discharge into the District Sewerage System 
which causes Pass Through or Interference. These general prohibitions and the specific 
prohibitions in subsection 1103.2.2 of this Chapter apply to each Industrial User introducing 
Pollutants into the District Sewerage System, whether or not the User is subject to other 
National Pretreatment Standards or any national, State or local Pretreatment Requirements. 

 
1103.2.1.2 Affirmative Defenses. A User shall have an affirmative 

defense in any action brought against it alleging a violation of the general prohibitions 
established in subsection 1103.2.1 of this Chapter and the specific prohibitions in subsections 
1103.2.2.3, 1103.2.2.4, 11103.2.2.5, 1103.2.2.6, and 11033.2.2.7 of this Chapter where the 
User can demonstrate that: 

 

1103.2.1.2.1 It did not know or have reason to know that its 
Discharge, alone or in conjunction with a Discharge or Discharges from other sources, would 
cause Pass Through or Interference; and 

 
1103.2.1.2.2 The User’s Discharge directly prior to and during the 

Pass Through or Interference did not change substantially in nature or constituents from the 
User’s prior discharge activity when the District Sewerage System was regularly in compliance 
with the District’s NPDES Permit requirements and, in the case of Interference, applicable 
requirements for Sewage sludge use or disposal. 

 
1103.2.2 Specific Prohibitions. In addition, the following Pollutants shall not 

be introduced into the District Sewerage System: 
 

1103.2.2.1 Pollutants which create a fire or explosion hazard in the 
District Sewerage System, including, but not limited to, waste streams with a closed cup 
flashpoint of less than 140 degrees Fahrenheit or 60 degrees Centigrade using the test methods 
specified in 40 CFR Section 261.21. At no time shall two successive readings on an explosive 
hazard meter at the point of discharge into the system (or at any point in the system) be more 
than five percent nor any single reading over ten percent of the lower explosive Limit (LEL) of 
the meter. 

 

1103.2.2.2 Pollutants which will cause corrosive structural damage to the 
District Sewerage System, but in no case Discharges with pH lower than 5.0 or higher than 
12.5; 

 

1103.2.2.3 Solid or viscous Pollutants in amounts which will cause 
obstruction to the flow in the District Sewerage System resulting in Interference; 
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1103.2.2.4 Any Pollutant, including oxygen demanding pollutants (BOD, 
etc.) released in a Discharge at a flow rate and/or pollutant concentration which will cause 
Interference with District Sewerage System; 

 
1103.2.2.5 Heat in amounts which will inhibit biological activity in the 

District Sewerage System resulting in Interference, but in no case heat in such quantities that 
the temperature at the District Sewerage System Treatment Plant exceeds 40 deg. C (104 deg. 
F) or a discharge into the District Sewerage System that exceeds a temperature limit 
established in subsection 1103.3 of this Chapter or in a Permit issued to the User; 

 
1103.2.2.6 Petroleum oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil, or products of 

mineral oil origin in amounts that will cause Interference or Pass Through; 
 

1103.2.2.7 Pollutants which result in the presence of toxic gases, vapors, 
or fumes within the District Sewerage System in a quantity that may cause acute worker health 
and safety problems; 

 

1103.2.2.8 Any trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points 
designated within the District Sewerage System; 

 
1103.2.2.9 Rain water, storm water, groundwater, street drainage, 

subsurface drainage, roof drainage, swimming pool and/or spa water, yard drainage, water from 
yard fountains, ponds or lawn sprays or other uncontaminated water, or water added for the 
purpose of diluting wastes which exceed maximum concentration limitations; [Federal 
Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.6(d).] 

 
1103.2.2.10 Any Wastewater with objectionable color including, but not 

limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions, or any Waste producing excessive 
discoloration of Sewage or Sewage Treatment Plant effluent or which causes any violation of 
the District’s NPDES Permit Discharge requirements; 

 
1103.2.2.11 Any Wastewater containing any Radioactive Materials or 

isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may exceed limits established by the General 
Manager in compliance with applicable State or Federal regulations; 

 
1103.2.2.12 Steam, under-waste or brines from water softeners using 

salts to deionize water or ion-exchange regeneration brines; 
 

1103.2.2.13 Any single pass cooling water, Blow-Down or bleed water 
from cooling towers or other evaporation coolers exceeding 1/3 of the make-up water, 
(quantities in excess of 1/3 of the make-up water may be discharged into the District Sewerage 
System, subject to subsection 1102.6 of this Chapter, during off-peak hours if hydraulic sewer 
capacity is available); 

 

1103.2.2.14 Any Wastes with amounts of TDS which may be detrimental 
to the District Sewerage System, restrict the beneficial reuse of Effluent, or cause violation of 
the District’s NPDES Permit Discharge requirements; 

 
1103.2.2.15 Any Wastes with amounts of chlorides which may restrict the 

beneficial reuse of Effluent, or cause violation of the District’s NPDES Permit Discharge 
requirements; 
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1103.2.2.16 Any Wastes with amounts of boron which may restrict the 
beneficial reuse of Effluent, or cause violation of the District’s NPDES Permit Discharge 
requirements; 

 

1103.2.2.17 Any Wastes with amounts of fluorides which may restrict the 
beneficial reuse of Effluent, or cause violation of the District’s NPDES Permit Discharge 
requirements; 

 

1103.2.2.18 Any Wastes with amounts of sulfates which may be 
detrimental to the District Sewerage System, restrict the beneficial reuse of Effluent, or cause 
violation of the District’s NPDES Permit Discharge requirements; 

 
1103.2.2.19 Any Garbage that is not ground sufficiently to pass through a 

½ inch screen; and 
 

1103.2.2.20 Disposal of oils and fats including lard, tallow, or vegetable 
oil in concentrations which may be detrimental to the District Sewerage System, restrict the 
beneficial reuse of Effluent, or cause violation of the District’s NPDES Permit Discharge 
Requirements. 

 
1103.3 Specific Discharge Limitations for Industrial Users 

 

1103.3.1 No Industrial User shall discharge Wastewater containing Pollutants in 
excess of: 

 
Parameter Concentration (mg/L) 
BOD 5 day 887 
S.S. 2334 
Boron 25 
Nitrogen (Ammonia) 92 
Molybdenum 0.46 
Cadmium 0.1 
Chromium (Total) 3.5 
Copper 2.6 
Iron 120 
Lead 0.67 
Mercury 0.047 
Nickel 1.7 
Zinc 7.7 
Arsenic 0.17 
Cyanide 0.081 
Thallium 0.0073 
Phosphate (Phosphorus) 44 
Selenium 0.42 
Silver 6.4 
Gamma-BHC (Lindane) 0.0002 
Toluene 8.3 
Bis (2-Ethylhexyl) phthalate 0.04 

 

The above limits apply at the point where the Wastewater is discharged to the District 
Sewerage System or where specified by an Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit. All 
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concentrations for metallic substances are for “total” metal unless indicated otherwise. These 
limits are expressed as daily maximum limits. The daily maximum shall mean the maximum 
allowable Discharge of Pollutant during a calendar day. Where daily maximum limitations are 
expressed in terms of a concentration, the daily Discharge is the arithmetic average 
measurement of the Pollutant concentration derived from all measurements taken that day. The 
General Manager may impose mass limitations in addition to, or in place of, the concentration- 
based limitations above. Where daily maximum limitations are expressed in terms of mass, the 
daily discharge is the total mass discharged over the course of the calendar day. 

 
When the General Manager or his designee determines that the User is contributing to 

the District Sewerage System any of the above enumerated Pollutants in amounts in excess of 
these limitations, the General Manager or his designee may notify the User of the violation. 
(See subsection 1105.8 of this Chapter.) 

 
The General Manager or his designee may develop Best Management Practices 

(“BMPs”) by ordinance or in IWDPs to implement Local Limits and the requirements of this 
Chapter. 

 

1103.3.2 The District shall have the right to establish (through IWDPs issued 
pursuant to Section 1105 of this Chapter) specific Discharge limitations that may differ (be more 
stringent or less stringent or address other Pollutants) from those contained in this Section. 

 
1103.4 Limitations on the Use of Garbage Grinders 

 

 
except: 

Waste from garbage grinders shall not be discharged into the District Sewerage System 
 

1103.4.1 Wastes generated in preparation of food from a Premises used solely 
for residential purposes; or 

 
1103.4.2 Where the User has an existing garbage grinder and has an approval 

for that specific use from the District, and agrees to undertake whatever self-monitoring is 
required to enable the District to equitably determine the charges and fees based on the Waste 
constituents and characteristics. Such grinders must be repaired or replaced as necessary in 
order to at all times ensure that the Waste is shredded to a degree that all particles will be 
carried freely under normal flow conditions prevailing in the District Sewerage System. Garbage 
grinders shall not be used for grinding plastic, paper products, inert materials, garden refuse, or 
waste products resulting from the handling, storage and sale of fruits and vegetables in 
wholesale and retail produce establishments, and wastes from plants engaged in the 
preparation, processing or preserving of foods not intended primarily for immediate 
consumption. 

 
1103.5 Variance from Specific Discharge Limitations 

 
1103.5.1 A variance from a specific Compatible Pollutant limitation may be 

obtained from the General Manager or his designee. Prior to issuing such a variance, the 
General Manager or his designee shall verify that the variance will not allow the User to exceed 
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applicable Categorical Standards. Granting of such a variance shall be determined on a case- 
by-case basis. The General Manager or his designee shall take into account the following 
factors when making this determination: 

 
1103.5.1.1 The User’s ability to meet the existing limitations; 

 
1103.5.1.2 The User’s Wastewater Discharge volume; 

 
1103.5.1.3 The User’s current Wastewater constituent concentrations; 

 
1103.5.1.4 The impact of increased constituent concentrations on the 

District Sewerage System, the District Sewage Treatment Plant, Effluent and/or sludge quality; 
and 

 

1103.5.1.5 The impact of increased constituent concentrations on the 
Sewage Treatment Plant’s NPDES Permit requirements; and 

 
1103.5.1.6 Any other factor the General Manager deems applicable. 

 
1103.5.2 The General Manager or his designee may require the User to monitor 

its Effluent in excess of previous levels if he deems it necessary to properly enforce any 
variance granted under this Section. 

 
1103.5.3 The General Manager or his designee reserves the right to impose 

requirements which are stricter than, or are additive to, those specified in subsections 1103.2 
and 1103.3 of this Chapter should the quantity or quality of the User’s Effluent merit unique 
consideration by virtue of its impact on the District Sewerage System or the public health, safety 
and welfare. 

 

 
time. 

1103.5.4 The General Manager reserves the right to revoke the variance at any 
 
 

1103.5.5 The General Manager reserves the right to charge additional Fees as 
related to the granting of a variance. 

 
1103.6 Dilution of Discharge 

 
In accordance with Federal Pretreatment Standards 40 CFR Section 403.6(d), no 

Industrial User shall in any way attempt to dilute a Discharge as a partial or complete substitute 
for adequate pretreatment to achieve compliance with a Pretreatment Standard or Pretreatment 
Requirement, except where expressly authorized to do so by an applicable Pretreatment 
Standard or Pretreatment Requirement. 

 
1103.7 State Requirements 

 
State requirements and limitations on Dischargers shall apply in any case where they 

are more stringent than Federal requirements and limitations or those in this Chapter. [Federal 
Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.4.] 
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1103.8 National Categorical Pretreatment Standards 
 

The District hereby incorporates by this reference the National Categorical Pretreatment 
Standards found at 40 CFR Chapter 1, Subchapter N, parts 405-471. Upon the promulgation of 
a National Categorical Pretreatment Standard (or Categorical Standard) for a particular 
industrial sub-category, the Categorical Standard(s) that is more stringent than limitations 
imposed under this Chapter, the more stringent Categorical Standard shall immediately 
supersede the less stringent limitations. The General Manager or his designee shall notify all 
affected Users of the new standards and the applicable reporting requirements under 40 CFR 
Section 403.12 and this Chapter. The District will periodically amend or restate this Chapter to 
incorporate such new or revised Categorical Standards. All National Categorical Pretreatment 
Standards applicable to local industry which specify quantities or concentrations of Pollutants 
that may be discharged by a specific industrial subcategory shall be complied with by applicable 
Industrial Users. Compliance by existing Industrial Users with Categorical Standards shall be 
within three (3) years of the date the standard is promulgated unless a shorter time is specified 
by the EPA. Within the shortest feasible time (not to exceed 90 days from date of Discharge), 
New Sources shall meet all applicable Categorical Standards. 
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SECTION 1104. Pretreatment Requirements 

1104.1 Regulatory Actions 

If Wastewater containing excess concentrations of a substance or a prohibited 
substance referred to in subsections 1103.2 or 1103.3 of this Chapter is Discharged or 
proposed to be Discharged to the District Sewerage System, the General Manager or his 
designee may at his option do any of the items set forth in subsections 1104.1.1 through 
11044.1.4 of this Chapter or any combination thereof [Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 
CFR Section 403.8(f)(1)(i).]: 

 
1104.1.1 Prohibit the Discharge of the Wastewater; 

 
1104.1.2 Require the Discharger to demonstrate that in plant modifications 

would reduce or eliminate the Discharge in conformance with prohibitions, limitations and 
requirements of this Chapter; 

 
1104.1.3 Require Pretreatment to reduce, eliminate or alter the nature of 

Pollutants to a less harmful state prior to their Discharge to the District Sewerage System; 
 

1104.1.4 Implement any other remedial action as may be deemed necessary to 
achieving the purpose and requirements of this Chapter. 

 
1104.2 Pretreatment Facilities and Operation 

 
1104.2.1 A Pretreatment Facility may be required by the General Manager or his 

designee to pretreat Industrial Wastewater flows prior to Discharge to the District Sewerage 
System. Pretreatment may be necessary to restrict or prevent the Discharge of certain Waste 
constituents, to distribute more equally over a longer time period any Peak Flow Rate 
Discharges of Industrial Wastewaters, or to accomplish any Pretreatment results required by 
this Chapter. Pretreatment Facilities, as required by the General Manager or his designee, shall 
be maintained in good working order and operated as efficiently as possible at the expense of 
the User, and are subject to the requirement of this Chapter and all other applicable Federal, 
State and local law or regulation. When Pretreatment or flow equalization prior to Discharge into 
the District Sewerage System is required, plans, specifications and other pertinent data or 
information relating to such Pretreatment or flow control shall first be submitted to the General 
Manager or his designee for approval. Such approval shall not exempt the User of said facilities 
from compliance with any other applicable Federal, State and local law or regulation. Any 
alterations or additions to such Pretreatment Facilities shall not be made without due notice to 
the General Manager or his designee for prior review and approval. 

 
1104.2.2 All Domestic Sewage including, but not limited to, those from 

restrooms, showers and drinking fountains shall be kept separate from Industrial Wastewater 
until the Industrial Wastewaters have passed through any required Pretreatment and/or 
monitoring device or system. 
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1104.3 Protection from Slug Discharges, Spills or Accidental Discharges 

 
1104.3.1 Each Industrial User shall provide protection from Slug Discharges, 

spills or accidental Discharges of prohibited materials, other regulated Wastes or Wastewater 
called out in this Chapter or any other materials in concentration or quantities which cause 
interference, damage or hazard to the District Sewerage System, its operation or personnel. 

 
1104.3.2 Each floor drain or floor sink located in an area where chemicals are 

stored or used, shall be protected in a manner approved by the General Manager or his 
designee to prevent a Slug Discharge, spill, or uncontrolled or accidental Discharges from 
directly entering the District Sewerage System. 

 
1104.3.3 A notice shall be permanently posted on the Industrial User’s bulletin 

board or other prominent place advising employees whom to call in the event of a Slug 
Discharge, spill, an uncontrolled or accidental Discharge. Employers shall ensure that all 
employees who may cause or suffer such a Discharge to occur are advised of the emergency 
notification procedure. 

 
1104.3.4 Any Person that causes or discovers a Slug Discharge, spill, an 

uncontrolled or accidental Discharge of regulated Wastes or Wastewater into the District 
Sewerage System shall immediately telephone the General Manager or his designee in order 
that corrective action may be taken to protect the District Sewerage System its operation or 
personnel. In addition, the Person responsible for the Discharge of said Wastes or Wastewater 
shall file a written report to the District detailing the date, time and cause of the Slug Discharge, 
spill, or uncontrolled or accidental Discharge, the quantity and characteristics of the Discharge 
and corrective action taken to prevent future Discharges. The report shall be filed within 5 days 
of the occurrence of the Slug Discharge, spill, or uncontrolled or accidental Discharge. Such 
notification shall not relieve the User of any expense, loss, damage, or other liability that may be 
incurred as a result of damage to the District Sewerage System, nor shall notification relieve the 
User of any fines, civil penalties, or other liability that may be imposed by this Chapter or other 
applicable Federal, State and local law or regulation. 

 
1104.3.5 The General Manager or his designee may require any Industrial User 

to develop and implement a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures Plan (SPCCP) that 
addresses the prevention and control of Slug Discharges, spills, or accidental Discharges 
designed to protect the District Sewerage System. The SPCCP shall address, but not be limited 
to, description of facilities and operating procedures to prevent, contain, or control such 
discharges into the District Sewerage System. The SPCCP shall be submitted to the District for 
review and approval prior to construction of said facilities. Such review and approval of plans 
and operating procedures shall not relieve the Industrial User from the responsibility of 
modifying said facilities as necessary to meet the other requirements of this Chapter or other 
governmental agencies. Facilities to prevent accidental Discharge shall be provided and 
maintained at the Owner’s and/or User’s expense. 
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1104.3.6 The General Manager or his designee will evaluate whether each 

Significant Industrial User needs an SPCCP or other action to control Slug Discharges. 
Significant Industrial Users are required to notify the District immediately of any facility changes 
affecting potential for a Slug Discharge. The General Manager or his designee may require any 
User to develop, submit for approval, and implement such a plan or take such other action that 
may be necessary to control Slug Discharges. Alternatively, the General Manager or his 
designee may develop such a plan for any User. An SPCCP shall address, at a minimum, the 
following: 

 

 
batch Discharges; 

1104.3.6.1 Description of Discharge practices, including non-routine 
 

1104.3.6.2 Description of stored chemicals; 
 

1104.3.6.3 Procedures for immediately notifying the General Manager or 
his designee of any accidental or Slug Discharge; and 

 
1104.3.6.4 Procedures to prevent adverse impact from any accidental or 

slug discharge. Such procedures include, but are not limited to, inspection and maintenance of 
storage areas, handling and transfer of materials, loading and unloading operations, control of 
plant site runoff, worker training, Building of containment structures or equipment, measures for 
containing toxic organic Pollutants, including solvents, and/measures and equipment for 
emergency response. 

 
1104.4 Dischargers of Wastes or Wastewater into the District’s Sewerage System 

from Vehicles 
 

1104.4.1 No Person shall Discharge into the District Sewerage System any 
Industrial Wastes or Wastewater, any Gravity Separation Device or Grease Trap (Interceptor) 
contents, any Septic Tank, Seepage pit, or Cesspool contents or recreational vehicle Wastes or 
Wastewater transported by or discharged from a vacuum truck, cesspool pump truck or other 
Waste or Wastewater transport vehicle at a location other than that which has been approved 
by the General Manager or his designee. The General Manager or his designee may impose 
special conditions on any approval granted under this provision. 

 
1104.4.2 Transported Industrial Wastes shall be discharged only at locations 

specified by the General Manager or his designee for the specific Waste. Payment for any 
excessive treatment and disposal costs may be required and permission to Discharge prohibited 
Wastes may be refused by the General Manager or his designee. 

 
1104.5 Grease Trap (Interceptors) and Gravity Separation Devices 

 
1104.5.1 Restaurants. All restaurants or similar establishments shall install an 

approved Grease Trap (Interceptor) which is of sufficient size so as to prevent excessive 
Discharges of Grease into the District Sewerage System. The Grease Trap (Interceptor) shall 
be easily accessible for inspection by the District.   Exceptions to the installation of a Grease 
Trap (Interceptor) shall be determined on a case by case basis by the General Manager or his 
designee. The General Manager or his designee shall take into account the following items 
when determining exceptions: (1) size of restaurant; (2) meals served per day; (3) seating 
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capacity, (4) dish washing and garbage disposal facilities on hand; and (5) any other criteria the 
General Manager or his designee deems applicable. 

 
1104.5.2 Car Washes, Vehicle Service Stations and Garages. Car washes 

and vehicle service stations or garages shall be required to install a Gravity Separation Device 
designed to prevent the Discharge of sand, silt, oil and grease to the District Sewerage System. 

 
1104.5.3 Laundries and Dry Cleaners. Subject to subsections 1104.5.3.1 and 

1104.5.3.2, all laundries and dry cleaners or similar establishments shall install a Gravity 
Separation Device of a size and design approved by the General Manager or his designee. 
They shall also install any other Pretreatment Facility required by the General Manager or his 
designee to ensure their compliance with all requirements and specifications of this Chapter. 

 
1104.5.3.1 Any laundries, dry cleaners or similar establishments in 

existence prior to the effective date of this Chapter that have, pursuant to prior District 
ordinances or other federal or state laws or regulations, been required to install a Gravity 
Separation Device and/or other Pretreatment Facility shall be required to maintain those 
installations, subject to any modifications that may be required by the General Manager or his 
designee pursuant to this Chapter. 

 
1104.5.3.2 Any laundries, dry cleaners or similar establishments in 

existence prior to the effective date of this Chapter that have not installed a Pretreatment 
Facility pursuant to a prior District ordinance or other federal or state laws or regulations shall 
install an appropriate Pretreatment Facility in accordance with this Chapter if in the opinion of 
the General Manager or his designee installation of that facility is warranted to protect the 
District Sewerage System, the public, the environment or to avoid a Discharge that may cause 
the District to violate its NPDES Permit. 

 
1104.5.4 Existing Gravity Separation Device, Grease Trap (Interceptor) or 

other Pretreatment Facility Required by District. If the General Manager or his designee 
finds that a Grease Trap (Interceptor), Gravity Separation Device or other Pretreatment Facility 
installed prior to or following the effective date of this Chapter is incapable of retaining 
adequately the grease or sand and oil in the Wastewater flow from a service station, car wash, 
restaurant or similar establishment, or any other facilities that may require such devices, the 
General Manager or his designee shall give the proprietor a written notice requiring that an 
adequate Grease Trap (Interceptor), Gravity Separation Device or other Pretreatment Facility be 
installed within a reasonable time period. 

 
1104.5.5 Approved Designs. The General Manager or his designee may 

maintain an information file available for public use of acceptable designs of Grease Trap 
(Interceptor), Gravity Separation Devices and other Pretreatment Facilities. The installation of a 
design shown in such file or of any design meeting the size requirement set forth in this Chapter 
or any recommendation of requirements made by the General Manager or his designee shall 
not impute any liability to the District for the adequacy of the Grease Trap (Interceptor), Gravity 
Separating Device or other Pretreatment Facilities under the actual conditions of use. Such 
installation shall not relieve the Owner or User of responsibility for keeping prohibited 
substance(s) above the limitations of this Chapter out of the District Sewerage System. If the 
Grease Trap (Interceptor), Gravity Separation Device or other Pretreatment Facility is not 
adequate under the conditions of use, one shall be constructed which is effective in 
accomplishing the intended purpose. 
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1104.5.6 Permits. All Persons referred to in subsections 1104.5.1 through 
1104.5.3 of this Chapter shall be considered Industrial Users required to apply for and obtain an 
Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit from the District as specified in subsection 1105.2 of 
this Chapter. 

 
1104.6 Maintenance of Grease Traps (Interceptors) and Gravity Separation 

Devices 
 

Any Grease Trap (Interceptor), Gravity Separation Device or other Pretreatment facility 
required by the District shall be readily accessible for inspection and properly maintained to 
assure that the accumulations of Grease or sand and oil do not impair its efficiency or pass out 
with the Effluent. All Users required to use and maintain a Grease Trap (Interceptor), Gravity 
Separation Device or other Pretreatment Facility shall maintain a maintenance record of the 
pretreatment facility.   This record shall include the date, the name of the Person who cleaned 
the pretreatment facility and the disposal site of the Waste. The report shall be reviewed by the 
General Manager or his designee at each routine inspection. Persons hauling Wastes and 
Wastewater removed from the Grease Trap (Interceptor) or Gravity Separation Device shall be 
registered to do so by the proper permitting agency. A Grease Trap (Interceptor) or Gravity 
Separation Device shall not be considered properly maintained if material accumulations total 
more than 25 percent of the operating fluid capacity. The District will endeavor to inspect each 
required Grease Trap (Interceptor), Gravity Separation Device or other required Pretreatment 
Facility at least annually. If it is found that it is improperly maintained or adequate records are 
not being kept, a warning will be issued to the Owner and/or User of the property. Thereafter, 
the District may take enforcement action as specified in Article VIII and the District’s approved 
Enforcement Response Plan (“ERP”). 
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SECTION 1105. Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit System 

1105.1 Connection to Sewer Lines 

No Industrial User or other Person shall connect any private property in the District with 
any District Sewer or other facility of the District Sewerage System without first obtaining a “Will 
Serve” letter issued by the General Manager or his designee, paying to the District all required 
Fees, and obtaining all permits that may be required by this Chapter or other District regulation. 

 
1105.2 Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permits 

 
All Industrial Users proposing to connect and/or Discharge Industrial Wastewater into 

any part of the District Sewerage System must first apply for and, if required by the General 
Manager or his designee, obtain an Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit (“IWDP”). The 
District has the right to deny or condition new or increased contributions of Pollutants or 
changes in the nature of Pollutants from Industrial Users based on a User’s violations of 
applicable Pretreatment Standards or the limitations imposed by this Chapter or where such 
contributions could cause the District’s Sewage Treatment Plant to violate its NPDES Permit 
(Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.8 (f)(1)(iii)). In addition, each IWDP 
upon renewal or each application for an IWDP shall be accompanied by Fees as may be 
required by this Chapter, the District Code of Regulations or other applicable Federal, State or 
local law or regulation. (See subsection 1107.5.1 of this Chapter.) 

 
1105.3 Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit Application 

 
The Industrial User seeking an IWDP or IWDP renewal shall complete an application 

form provided by the General Manager or his designee and file it with the General Manager or 
his designee accompanied by any required Fees. In support of this application, the Applicant 
shall supply the following information: 

 
1105.3.1 Name and address of Applicant and Standard Industrial Classification 

(S.I.C.) number of the operations to be carried out by the Industrial User; 
 

1105.3.2 The location of the Discharge; 
 

1105.3.3 Time and duration of Discharge; 
 

1105.3.4 Estimated average and Peak Flow Rates including any expected daily, 
monthly and seasonal variations; 

 
1105.3.5 Major constituents and characteristics including but not limited to those 

regulated by this Chapter and the applicable Categorical Standards as determined by a certified 
analytical laboratory; 

 
1105.3.6 Site plans, floor plans, plumbing plans and details to show all Public 

Sewers and appurtenances by size, location and elevation; 
 

1105.3.7 Description of toxic or hazardous materials stored/or used on the 
Premises which are or could be discharged to the District Sewerage System; 

 
1105.3.8 Each product by type and production process; 
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1105.3.9 Identification of applicable regulating Pretreatment Standards; 
 

1105.3.10 Number of employees and normal hours of operation of the facility; 
 

1105.3.11 Any requests for a monitoring waiver (or renewal of an approved 
monitoring waiver) for a Pollutant neither present nor expected to be present in the Discharge 
based on subsection 1106.3.5.2 of this Chapter. 

 
1105.3.12 Any other information which may be deemed necessary by the 

General Manager or his designee to evaluate the permit application. 
 

1105.4 Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit Conditions 
 

The IWDP shall constitute the performance specification to which each Industrial User 
must conform in order to maintain authorization to use the District Sewerage System. IWDPs 
shall be expressly subject to all provisions of this Chapter, Federal Pretreatment Standards, 
Requirements and regulations pursuant to Section 307 et seq. of the Clean Water Act and all 
other regulations, and Fees established by the District. IWDP conditions may include, but are 
not limited to, the following [Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.8 (f)(1)(iii).]: 

 
1105.4.1 Limits on the average and/or maximum Wastewater Pollutant 

concentrations or mass and other relevant qualitative characteristics, including Best 
Management Practices, prohibitive Discharges, and any applicable National Categorical 
Pretreatment Standards that are more stringent than local limitations; (See Section 1103 of this 
Code of Regulations.) 

 
1105.4.2 Requirements to pretreat Wastewater, install, operate, and maintain 

Pretreatment Facilities or requirements to develop and implement plans or other special 
conditions including management practices to prevent and control accidental Discharges, spills, 
or Slug Discharges, or requirements to develop and implement Waste minimization plants to 
reduce the amount of Pollutants discharged to the District Sewerage System; 

 
1105.4.3 Limits on rate and time of Discharge or requirements for flow 

regulations and equalization;  (See subsection 1102.6 of this Chapter.) 
 

1105.4.4 Requirements for installation of inspection and sampling facilities and 
specifications for monitoring programs, including the process for seeking monitoring waivers in 
accordance with 40 CFR Section 403.12(e)(2); and, 

 
1105.4.5 Requirements for maintaining and submitting technical self-monitoring 

reports and plant records relating to Industrial Wastewater Discharges, record-keeping 
requirements, and notification requirements to include, but not be limited to notifying the District 
of any changes in Wastewater, violations of Pretreatment Standards or requirements, the 
occurrence of spills or Slug Loads, or the Discharge of hazardous wastes. Permits for 
Significant Industrial User will also include requirements for immediately notifying the District of 
any facility changes affecting the User’s potential for an accidental or Slug Discharge. 

 
1105.4.6 Compliance Schedules. (See subsection 1105.5 of this Chapter.) 

 
1105.4.7 A statement of applicable civil and criminal penalties for violation of 

Pretreatment Standards and Requirements. 
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1105.4.8 Other conditions to ensure compliance with this Chapter. 
 

1105.5 Compliance Schedules 
 

A Compliance Schedule required as a result of an Industrial User’s noncompliance with 
applicable Federal and/or local Pretreatment Standards or Requirements, or for the installation 
of technology required to meet applicable Pretreatment Standards or Requirements, shall be 
based on the following: 

 
1105.5.1   A list of the expected increments of progress in the form of dates for 

the commencement and completion of major events leading to consistent compliance with 
applicable Federal and/or local Pretreatment Standards. 

 
1105.5.2 No increment referred to above shall exceed 3 months. 

 
1105.5.3 Not later than 14 days following each date in the schedule and the final 

date for compliance, the Industrial User shall submit a progress report to the General Manager 
or his designee including, as a minimum, whether or not the User complied with the latest 
increment of progress and, if not, the date on which the User expects to comply with this 
increment of progress, the reason for the delay, and the steps taken by the User to return to the 
schedule established. 

1105.6 Duration and Revision of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permits 

1105.6.1 IWDPs shall be issued for a specified time period not to exceed five 
years. Permittees must file an application for renewal of an IWDP within 60 days of the IWDP 
expiration date. The application must be accompanied by the appropriate IWDP fee and other 
applicable Fees. If the renewal application has been filed on time and the IWDP fee and other 
applicable Fees paid, the existing IWDP shall remain in effect beyond its stated term until the 
application is acted upon. The terms and conditions of the IWDP may be subject to modification 
as limitations or requirements are modified as a result of Pretreatment Standards and/or 
requirements promulgated pursuant to Section 307 et seq. of the Clean Water Act and/or to 
otherwise maintain consistency with District’s Industrial Discharge Pretreatment Program. The 
Industrial User shall be informed of the proposed changes in his IWDP 30 days prior to the 
effective date of the change. Any new conditions in the IWDP shall include a reasonable 
Compliance Schedule to be proposed by the Industrial User and approved by the General 
Manager or his designee. Such Compliance Schedule will allow the Industrial User time to 
modify the industrial process sufficiently to comply with the new IWDP changes. The Industrial 
User may seek reconsideration of and appeal any IWDP condition or provision under subsection 
1108.5 of this Chapter. 

 
1105.6.2 IWDPs issued to each Industrial User shall be based on the Industrial 

User’s typical Discharge rate, Peak Flow Rate and Wastewater constituents and characteristics 
as described in the Industrial User’s IWDP application or through the General Manager or his 
designee’s knowledge of the history of the Industrial User’s Discharge. The Industrial User is 
required to promptly notify the General Manager or his designee of any significant changes in 
the Industrial User’s operation that may affect his Discharge rate, Peak Flow Rate, Wastewater 
constituents or characteristics. [Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.12.] 
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1105.7 Transfer of a Permit 
 

IWDPs are issued to a specific Industrial User for a specific operation. An IWDP shall 
not be reassigned or transferred or sold to a new Owner, new Industrial User, different Premises 
or a new or changed operation. 

 
1105.8 Violation of the Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit 

 
When the District determines that a specific condition and/or Discharge is, or threatens 

to be, in violation of any IWDP condition or limitation imposed, the Industrial User shall be 
notified.   Such notification and other enforcement actions will generally be in accordance with 
the provisions set forth in section 1108 of this Chapter including, without limitation, subsections 
1108.4.6 and 1108.4.7, the District’s ERP and other relevant enforcement provisions and 
procedures adopted by the District. 
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SECTION 1106 Industrial Wastewater Monitoring & Reporting 

1106.1 Monitoring 

1106.1.1 Industrial Users, at the discretion of the General Manager or his 
designee, shall install at their own expense suitable monitoring equipment to facilitate the 
accurate observation, sampling, and measurement of regulated constituents. Such equipment 
shall be maintained in proper working order and kept safe and accessible at all times. 

 
1106.1.2 Sampling well(s) of a design approved by the General Manager or his 

designee shall be furnished and installed by designated Industrial Users to facilitate inspection, 
sampling and flow measurements. The Sampling Well(s) shall be located in an accessible 
location and the location shall be designated by the General Manager or his designee. 

 
1106.1.3 If the General Manager or his designee requires or the Industrial User 

chooses to install a flow meter, the appropriate flow measurement devices and methods 
consistent with approved scientific practices shall be selected and used to ensure the accuracy 
and reliability of measurements of the volume of monitored Discharges. The devices shall be 
installed, calibrated, and maintained to ensure that the accuracy of the measurements is 
consistent with the accepted capability of that type of device. Devices selected shall be capable 
of measuring flows with a maximum deviation of less than 10 percent from true Discharge rates 
throughout the range of expected Discharge volumes. The flow meter must be calibrated 
annually at the expense of the Industrial User and a photocopy of the calibration must be sent to 
the District. The calibration must be performed by one of the following: (i) the manufacturer; or 
(ii) a qualified Civil Engineer, or (ii) a qualified instrumentation technician suitable to the District. 
Flow charts are to be held by the Industrial User for a minimum of 3 years and made available 
to the District upon request. Totalizer readings shall be recorded daily, and every month a report 
shall be submitted to the District showing total daily flows and total monthly flow, or as IWDP 
conditions dictate. 

 
1106.1.4 Whether constructed on public or private property, the approved 

Sampling Well shall be constructed in accordance with the District’s requirements. An Industrial 
User may request approval from the District for Sampling Wells installed prior to the effective 
date of this Chapter, which meet the design and accessibility requirements for sampling 
purpose. 

 

1106.1.5 Unrestricted access to the Sampling Well(s) and monitoring equipment 
shall be provided to authorized personnel of the District at all times. 

 
1106.2 Sampling And Analysis 

 
1106.2.1 Compliance determinations shall be made by the General Manager or 

his designee with respect to subsections 1103.2 and 1103.3 of this Chapter on the basis of 
either instantaneous Grab Sample or Composite Sampling of the Wastewater. Grab Samples 
may be taken as deemed necessary by the General Manager or his designee to meet needs of 
the specific circumstances. If routine Grab Samples or composite sampling reveal 
noncompliance by the Discharger with the Discharge limitations or conditions specified in the 
Industrial User’s IWDP, then the Industrial User may be required to pay the District Fees, fines 
and penalties as specified in this Code of Regulations and may be assessed all other District 
costs incurred during the subsequent evaluation period for sampling and analysis, including 
labor, equipment, materials and overhead. 
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1106.2.2 All analyses shall be performed in accordance with procedures 
established by the EPA pursuant to Section 304(h) of the Act and contained in 40 CFR Part 136 
and amendments thereto or with any other test procedures approved by the EPA. (See 40 CFR 
Sections 136.4 and 136.5.) Sampling shall be performed in accordance with the techniques 
approved by the EPA. Where 40 CFR Part 136 does not include sampling or analytical 
techniques for the Pollutants in question, or where the EPA determines that the Part 136 
sampling and analytical techniques are inappropriate for the Pollutant in question, sampling and 
analyses shall be performed using validated analytical methods or any other sampling and 
analytical procedures, including procedures suggested by the District or other parties, approved 
by the EPA. Grab Samples must be used for pH, cyanide, total phenols, oil and grease, sulfide, 
and volatile organic compounds. For all other pollutants, 24-hour composite samples must be 
obtained through flow-proportional composite sampling techniques, unless time-proportional 
composite sampling or grab sampling is specifically authorized by the District. Where time- 
proportional composite sampling or Grab Sampling is authorized, the samples must be 
representative of the Discharge and the decision to allow the alternative sampling will be 
documented in the facility’s Industrial User file. Using protocols (including appropriate 
preservation) specified in 40 CFR Part 136 and appropriate EPA guidance, multiple Grab 
Samples collected during a 24-hour period may be composited prior to the analysis as follows: 
for cyanide, total phenols, and sulfides the samples may be composited in the laboratory or in 
the field; for volatile organics and oil & grease the samples may be composited in the laboratory. 
Composite samples for other parameters unaffected by the compositing procedures as 
documented in approved EPA methodologies may be authorized by the District, as appropriate. 

 
1106.2.3 Sampling of Industrial Wastewater and Wastes for the purpose of 

compliance determination shall be conducted at intervals specified by the General Manager or 
his designee. 

 
1106.3 Self-Monitoring Reports 

 
1106.3.1 All Industrial Users, as required by the General Manager or his 

designee, shall monitor and report on the quantity and quality of their Industrial Wastewater 
Discharge. The items to be included in the report and the frequency with which this report shall 
be submitted to the General Manager or his designee will be detailed in the IWDP. The 
frequency of self-monitoring and reporting for those Industrial Dischargers not regulated by 
Federal pretreatment regulations will be based on the following factors: 

 
1106.3.1.1 The effect of the Wastewater on the District Sewerage 

System; 
 

1106.3.1.2 The degree of toxic material which may pass through the 
District’s Sewage Treatment Plant; 

 
1106.3.1.3 The quantity, nature, and type of the Industrial Wastewater 

Discharge; and 
 

1106.3.1.4 The extent to which the Discharge could contribute to 
violation of the District’s NPDES permit. 
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1106.3.2 Reporting Requirements for Industrial Users upon Effective Date 
of Categorical Pretreatment Standard - Baseline Report. Within 180 days after the effective 
date of a Categorical Pretreatment Standard, or 180 days after the final administrative decision 
made upon a category determination submission under 40 CFR Section 403.6(a)(4), whichever 
is later, existing Industrial Users subject to such Categorical Pretreatment Standards and 
currently discharging to or scheduled to discharge to the District Sewerage System shall be 
required to submit to the District a baseline report which contains the information listed in 
subsections 1106.3.2.1 through 1106.3.2.7 of this Chapter. At least 90 days prior to 
commencement of Discharge, New Sources, and sources that become Industrial Users 
subsequent to the promulgation of an applicable Categorical Standard, shall be required to 
submit to the District a baseline report which contains the information listed in subsections 
1106.3.2.1 through 1106.3.2.7 of this Chapter. New Sources shall also be required to include in 
this baseline report information on the method of Pretreatment the source intends to use to 
meet applicable Pretreatment Standards. New Sources shall give estimates of the information 
requested in subsections 1106.3.2.4 and 1106.3.2.5 of this Chapter. 

 
1106.3.2.1 Identifying Information. The Industrial User shall submit the 

name and address of the facility including the name of the operator and Owners; 
 

1106.3.2.2 Permits. The Industrial User shall submit a list of any 
environmental control permits held by or for the facility; 

 
1106.3.2.3 Description of Operations. The Industrial User shall submit 

a brief description of the nature, average rate of production, and Standard Industrial 
Classification of the operation(s) carried out by such Industrial User. This description should 
include a schematic process diagram which indicates points of Discharge to the District 
Sewerage System from the regulated processes. 

 
1106.3.2.4 Flow Measurement. The Industrial User shall submit 

information showing the measured average daily and maximum daily flow, in gallons per day, to 
the District Sewerage System from each of the following: 

 
1106.3.2.4.1 Regulated process streams; and 

 
1106.3.2.4.2 Other streams as necessary to allow use of the 

combined wastestream formula of 40 CFR Section 403.6(e). The District may allow for 
verifiable estimates of these flows where said estimates are justified by cost or feasibility 
considerations. 

 

1106.3.2.5 Measurement of Pollutants. 
 

1106.3.2.5.1 The Industrial User shall identify the Pretreatment 
Standards applicable to each regulated process. 

 
1106.3.2.5.2 In addition, the Industrial User shall submit the 

results of sampling and analysis identifying the nature and concentration (or mass, where 
required by the Standard or the District) of regulated Pollutants in the Discharge from each 
regulated process. Both daily maximum and average concentration (or mass, where required) 
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shall be reported. The sample shall be representative of daily operations. In cases where the 
Standard requires compliance with a Best Management Practice or pollution prevention 
alternative, the Industrial User shall submit documentation as required by the District or the 
applicable Standards to determine compliance with the Standard. 

 
1106.3.2.5.3 A minimum of four (4) Grab Samples must be used 

for pH, cyanide, total phenols, oil and grease, sulfide, and volatile organics. For all other 
Pollutants, 24 hour composite samples must be obtained through flow proportional composite 
sampling techniques where feasible. The District may waive flow proportional composite 
sampling for any Industrial User that demonstrates that flow proportional sampling is infeasible. 
In such cases, samples may be obtained through time proportional composite sampling 
techniques or through a minimum of four (4) Grab Samples where the Industrial User 
demonstrates that this will provide a representative sample of the Effluent being discharged. For 
facilities for which historical sampling data are available, the District may authorize a lower 
minimum number of samples. 

 
1106.3.2.5.4 The Industrial User shall take a minimum of one 

representative sample to compile that data necessary to comply with the requirements of this 
Section. 

 

1106.3.2.5.5 Samples should be taken immediately downstream 
from Pretreatment Facilities if such exist or immediately downstream from the regulated process 
if no Pretreatment exists. If other Wastewaters are mixed with the regulated Wastewater prior to 
Pretreatment, the Industrial User should measure the flows and concentrations necessary to 
allow use of the combined wastestream formula of 40 CFR Section 403.6(e) in order to evaluate 
compliance with the Pretreatment Standards. Where an alternate concentration or mass limit 
has been calculated in accordance with 40 CFR Section 403.6(e) this adjusted limit along with 
supporting data shall be submitted to the District. 

 
1106.3.2.5.6 Sampling and analysis shall be performed in 

accordance with the procedures prescribed in subsection 1106.2.2 of this Chapter. 
 

1106.3.2.5.7 The District may allow the submission of a baseline 
report which utilizes only historical data so long as the data provides information sufficient to 
determine the need for industrial pretreatment measures. 

 
1106.3.2.5.8 The baseline report shall indicate the time, date and 

place, of sampling, and methods of analysis, and shall certify that such sampling and analysis is 
representative of normal work cycles and expected Pollutant Discharges to the District 
Sewerage System. 

 

1106.3.2.6 Certification. A statement, reviewed by an Authorized 
Representative of the Industrial User (as defined in subsection 1101.4 of this Chapter and 
required by subsection 1106.3.12 of this Chapter) and certified to by a qualified professional, 
indicating whether Pretreatment Standards are being met on a consistent basis, and, if not, 
whether additional operation and maintenance (O&M) and/or additional pretreatment is required 
for the Industrial User to meet the Pretreatment Standards and Requirements. 
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1106.3.2.7 Compliance Schedule. If additional Pretreatment and/or 
O&M will be required to meet the Pretreatment Standards; the Industrial User shall develop and 
submit to the District the shortest schedule by which the Industrial User will provide such 
additional Pretreatment and/or O&M. The completion date in this schedule shall not be later 
than the compliance date established for the applicable Pretreatment Standard. 

 
1106.3.2.7.1 Where the Industrial User’s Categorical Pretreatment 

Standard has been modified by a removal allowance (pursuant to 40 CFR Section 403.7), the 
combined wastestream formula (of 40 CFR Section 403.6(e)), and/or a Fundamentally Different 
Factors variance (provided by 40 CFR Section 403.13) at the time the Industrial User submits 
the report required by subsection 1106.3.2 of this Chapter. The information required by 
subsections 1106.3.2.6 and 1106.3.2.7 of this Chapter shall pertain to the modified limits. 

 
1106.3.2.7.2 If the Categorical Pretreatment Standard is modified 

by a removal allowance (pursuant to 40 CFR Part 403.7), the combined wastestream formula 
(of 40 CFR Part 403.6(e)), and/or a Fundamentally Different Factors variance (provided by 40 
CFR Part 403.13) after the Industrial User submits the baseline report required by subsection 
1106.3.2 of this Chapter, any necessary amendments to the information requested by 
subsections 1106.3.2.6 and 1106.3.2.7 of this Chapter shall be submitted by the Industrial User 
to the District within 60 days after the modified limit is approved. 

 
1106.3.3 Compliance Schedule for Meeting Categorical Pretreatment 

Standards. The following conditions shall apply to the schedule required by subsection 
1106.3.2.7 of this Chapter: 

 
1106.3.3.1 The schedule shall contain increments of progress in the form 

of dates for the commencement and completion of major events leading to the construction and 
operation of additional Pretreatment Facilities required for the Industrial User to meet the 
applicable Categorical Pretreatment Standards (e.g., hiring an engineer, completing preliminary 
plans, completing final plans, executing contract for major components, commencing 
construction, completing construction, etc.). 

 
1106.3.3.2 No increment referred to in subsection 1106.3.3.1 of this 

Chapter shall exceed 9 months. 
 

1106.3.3.3 Not later than 14 days following each date in the schedule and 
the final date for compliance, the Industrial User shall submit a progress report to the District 
including, at a minimum, whether or not it complied with the increment of progress to be met on 
such date and, if not, the date on which it expects to comply with this increment of progress, the 
reason for delay, and the steps being taken by the Industrial User to return the construction to 
the schedule established. In no event shall more than 9 months elapse between such progress 
reports to the District. 

 
1106.3.4 Report on Compliance with Categorical Pretreatment Standard 

Deadline. Within 90 days following the date for final compliance with applicable Categorical 
Pretreatment Standards or in the case of a New Source following commencement of the 
introduction of Wastewater into the POTW, any Industrial User subject to Pretreatment 
Standards and Requirements (except a Non-Significant Categorical User) shall submit to the 
District a report containing the information described in subsections 1106.3.2.4 through 
1106.3.2.6 of this Chapter. For Industrial Users subject to equivalent mass or concentration 
limits established by the District in accordance with the procedures in 40 CFR Section 403.6(c), 



11 - 41  

this report shall contain a reasonable measure of the Industrial User’s long term production rate. 
For all other Industrial Users subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards expressed in terms 
of allowable pollutant discharge per unit of production (or other measure of operation), this 
report shall include the Industrial User’s actual production during the appropriate sampling 
period. In cases where the Pretreatment Standard requires compliance with a Best 
Management Practice (or pollution prevention alternative), the Industrial User shall submit 
documentation required by the District or the Pretreatment Standard necessary to determine the 
compliance status of the Industrial User. 

 
1106.3.5 Periodic Reports on Continued Compliance. 

 
1106.3.5.1 Any Industrial User subject to a Categorical Pretreatment 

Standard (except a Non-Significant Categorical User), after the compliance date of such 
Pretreatment Standard, or, in the case of a New Source, after commencement of the Discharge 
into the District Sewerage System, shall submit to the District during the months of July and 
January, unless required more frequently in the Pretreatment Standard or by the District or the 
Approval Authority, a report indicating the nature and concentration of Pollutants in the Effluent 
which are limited by such Categorical Pretreatment Standards. In addition, this report shall 
include a record of measured or estimated average and maximum daily flows for the reporting 
period for the Discharge reported in subsection 1106.3.2.4 of this Chapter except that the 
District may require more detailed reporting of flows. At the discretion of the District and in 
consideration of such factors as local high or low flow rates, holidays, budget cycles, etc., the 
District may agree to alter the months during which the above reports are to be submitted. In 
cases where the Pretreatment Standard requires compliance with a Best Management Practice 
or pollution prevention alternative, the Industrial User shall submit documentation required by 
the District or the Pretreatment Standard necessary to determine the compliance status of the 
Industrial User. 

 

1106.3.5.2 The District may authorize an Industrial User subject to a 
Categorical Pretreatment Standard to forego sampling of a Pollutant regulated by a Categorical 
Pretreatment Standard if the Industrial User has demonstrated through sampling and other 
technical factors that the Pollutant is neither present nor expected to be present in the 
Discharge, or is present only at background levels from intake water and without any increase in 
the Pollutant due to activities of the Industrial User. This authorization is subject to the following 
conditions: 

 

1106.3.5.2.1 The waiver may be authorized where a Pollutant is 
determined to be present solely due to Sanitary Sewage discharged from the facility provided 
that the Sanitary Sewage is not regulated by an applicable Categorical Standard and otherwise 
includes no Process Wastewater. 

 
1106.3.5.2.2 The monitoring waiver is valid only for the duration of 

the effective period of the Industrial User’s IWDP. The Industrial User must submit a new 
request for the waiver before the waiver can be granted for each subsequent IWDP. (See 
subsection 1105.3.11 of this Chapter.) 

 
1106.3.5.2.3 In making a demonstration that a Pollutant is not 

present, the Industrial User must provide data from at least one sampling of the facility’s 
Process Wastewater prior to any treatment present at the facility that is representative of all 
Wastewater from all processes. 
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1106.3.5.2.4 The request for a monitoring waiver must be signed 
in accordance subsection 1106.3.12 of this Chapter, and include the certification statement in 
subsection 1106.3.13 of this Chapter. 

 
1106.3.5.2.5 Non-detectable sample results may be used only as 

a demonstration that a Pollutant is not present if the EPA approved method from 40 CFR Part 
136 with the lowest minimum detection level for that Pollutant was used in the analysis. 

 
1106.3.5.2.6 Any grant of the monitoring waiver must be included 

as a condition in the Industrial User’s IWDP. The reasons supporting the waiver and any 
information submitted by the Industrial User in its request for the waiver will be maintained by 
the District for 3 years after expiration of the waiver. 

 
1106.3.5.2.7 Upon approval of the monitoring waiver and revision 

of the Industrial User’s IWDP by the District, the Industrial User must certify on each report with 
the statement in subsection 1106.3.13 of this Chapter, that there has been no increase in the 
Pollutant in its wastestream due to activities of the Industrial User. 

 
1106.3.5.2.8 In the event that a waived Pollutant is found to be 

present or is expected to be present because of changes that occur in the Industrial User’s 
operations, the Industrial User must immediately notify the District and comply with the 
monitoring requirements of subsection 1106.3.5.1 of this Chapter, or other more frequent 
monitoring requirements imposed by the District. 

 
1106.3.5.2.9 This provision does not supersede certification 

processes and requirements established in Categorical Pretreatment Standards, except as 
otherwise specified in the Categorical Pretreatment Standard. 

 
1106.3.5.3 Where the District has imposed mass limitations on Industrial 

Users as provided for by 40 CFR Section 403.6(d), the report required by subsection 1106.3.5.1 
of this Chapter shall indicate the mass of Pollutants regulated by Pretreatment Standards in the 
Discharge from the Industrial User. 

 
1106.3.5.4 For Industrial Users subject to equivalent mass or 

concentration limits established by the District in accordance with the procedures in 40 CFR 
Section 403.6(c), the report required by subsection 1106.3.5.1 of this Chapter shall contain a 
reasonable measure of the Industrial User’s long term production rate. For all other Industrial 
Users subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards expressed only in terms of allowable 
Pollutant Discharge per unit of production (or other measure of operation), the report required 
by subsection 6.3.5.1 of this Chapter shall include the Industrial User’s actual average 
production rate for the reporting period. 

 
1106.3.5.5 The periodic reports on continued compliance required in this 

Section shall be based upon data obtained through appropriate sampling and analysis 
performed during the period covered by the report, which data is representative of conditions 
occurring during the reporting period. Sampling and analysis shall be performed in accordance 
with the procedures prescribed in subsection 1106.2.2 of this Chapter. The District shall require 
that frequency of monitoring necessary to assess and assure compliance by Industrial Users 
with applicable Pretreatment Standards and Requirements. 
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1106.3.6 Notice of Potential Problems, Including Slug Loading. All 
categorical and non-categorical Industrial Users shall notify the District immediately of all 
Discharges that could cause problems to the District Sewerage System, including any Slug 
Loadings by the Industrial User. 

 
1106.3.7 Monitoring and Analysis to Demonstrate Continued Compliance. 

 
1106.3.7.1 Except in the case of Non-Significant Categorical Users, the 

reports required in subsections 1106.3.2, 1106.3.4, and 1106.3.5 of this Chapter shall contain 
the results of sampling and analysis of the Discharge, including the flow and the nature and 
concentration, or production and mass where requested by the District, of Pollutants contained 
therein which are limited by the applicable Pretreatment Standards. This sampling and analysis 
may be performed by the District in lieu of the Industrial User. Where the District performs the 
required sampling and analysis in lieu of the Industrial User, the Industrial User will not be 
required to submit the compliance certification required under 40 CFR Sections 403.12(b) (6) 
and 403.12(d). In addition, where the District itself collects all the information required for the 
report, including flow data, the Industrial User will not be required to submit the report. 

 
1106.3.7.2 If an Industrial User subject to the reporting requirement in 

subsection 1106.3.5 of this Chapter monitors any regulated Pollutant at the appropriate 
sampling location more frequently than required by the District, using the procedures prescribed 
in subsection 1106.2.2 of this Chapter, the results of this monitoring shall be included in the 
report. 

 

1106.3.8 Reporting Requirements for Industrial Users Not Subject to 
Categorical Pretreatment Standards. The District shall require appropriate reporting from 
those Industrial Users with Discharges that are not subject to Categorical Pretreatment 
Standards. Significant Non-Categorical Industrial Users shall submit to the District at least once 
every six months (on dates specified by the District) a description of the nature, concentration, 
and flow of the pollutants required to be reported by the District. In cases where a Local Limit 
requires, compliance with a Best Management Practice or pollution prevention alternative, the 
Industrial User must submit documentation required by the District to determine the compliance 
status of the Industrial User. These reports shall be based on sampling and analysis performed 
in the period covered by the report, and performed in accordance with the procedures 
prescribed in subsection 1106.2.2 of this Chapter. This sampling and analysis may be 
performed by the District in lieu of the Significant Non-categorical Industrial User. 

 
1106.3.9 Repeat Sampling. If sampling performed by an Industrial User 

indicates a violation, the Industrial User shall notify the District within 24 hours of becoming 
aware of the violation. The Industrial User shall also repeat the sampling and analysis and 
submit the results of the repeat analysis to the District within 30 days after becoming aware of 
the violation, except the Industrial User is not required to resample if: 

 
1106.3.9.1 The District performs sampling at the Industrial User at a 

frequency of at least once per month, or 
 

1106.3.9.2 The District performs sampling at the Industrial User between 
the time when the Industrial User performs its initial sampling and the time when the Industrial 
User receives the results of this sampling. 



11 - 44  

 
1106.3.10 Notification of Changed Discharge. All Industrial Users shall 

promptly notify the District in advance of any substantial change in the volume or character of 
Pollutants in their Discharge, including the listed or characteristic hazardous wastes for which 
the Industrial User has submitted initial notification under subsection 1106.3.11 of this Chapter. 

 
1106.3.11 Notification of Discharge of Hazardous Wastes. 

 
1106.3.11.1 The Industrial User shall notify the District, the EPA 

Regional Waste Management Division Director, and State hazardous waste authorities in writing 
of any Discharge into the District Sewerage System of a substance, which, if otherwise 
disposed of, would be a hazardous waste under 40 CFR Part 261. Such notification must 
include the name of the hazardous waste as set forth in 40 CFR Part 261, the EPA hazardous 
waste number, and the type of Discharge (continuous, batch, or other). If the Industrial User 
discharges more than 100 kilograms of such waste per calendar month to the District Sewerage 
System, the notification shall also contain the following information to the extent such 
information is known and readily available to the Industrial User: An identification of the 
hazardous constituents contained in the wastes, an estimation of the mass and concentration of 
such constituents in the wastestream discharged during that calendar month, and an estimation 
of the mass of constituents in the wastestream expected to be discharged during the following 
twelve months. All notifications must take no later than 180 days after the discharge of the listed 
or characteristic hazardous waste. Any notification under this paragraph need be submitted only 
once for each hazardous waste discharged. However, notifications of changed discharges must 
be submitted pursuant to subsection 1106.3.10 of this Chapter. The notification requirement in 
this Section does not apply to Pollutants already reported under the self-monitoring 
requirements of subsections 1106.3.2, 1106.3.4, 1106.3.5, and 1106.3.8 of this Chapter. 

 
1106.3.11.2 Dischargers are exempt from the requirements of subsection 

1106.3.11.1 of this Chapter during a calendar month in which they discharge no more than 
fifteen kilograms of hazardous wastes, unless the Wastes are acute hazardous wastes as 
specified in 40 CFR Sections 261.30(d) and 261.33(e). Discharge of more than fifteen kilograms 
of non-acute hazardous wastes in a calendar month, or of any quantity of acute hazardous 
wastes as specified in 40 CFR Sections 261.30(d) and 261.33(e), requires a one-time 
notification. Subsequent months during which the Industrial User discharges more than such 
quantities of any hazardous waste do not require additional notification. 

 
1106.3.11.3 In the case of any new regulations under Section 3001 of 

RCRA identifying additional characteristics of hazardous waste or listing any additional 
substance as a hazardous waste, the Industrial User must notify the District, the EPA Regional 
Waste Management Waste Division Director, and State hazardous waste authorities of the 
discharge of such substance within 90 days of the effective date of such regulations. 

 
1106.3.11.4 In the case of any notification made under subsection 

1106.3.11 of this Chapter, the Industrial User shall certify that it has a program in place to 
reduce the volume and toxicity of hazardous wastes generated to the degree it has determined 
to be economically practical. 

 
1106.3.11.5 The Discharge of such waste must meet the Pretreatment 

Standards and requirements and other provisions of this Chapter.   The District reserves the 
right to deny such waste discharges. 
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1106.3.12 Signatory Requirements for Industrial User Reports. The reports 
required by subsections 1106.3.2, 1106.3.4, 1106.3.5, and 1106.3.8 of this Chapter shall 
include the certification statement as set forth in 40 CFR Section 403.6(a)(2)(ii) and subsection 
1106.3.13 of this Chapter, and shall be signed as follows: 

 
1106.3.12.1 By a responsible corporate officer, if the Industrial User 

submitting the reports required by subsections 1106.3.2, 1106.3.4, and 1106.3.5 of this Chapter 
is a corporation. For the purpose of this paragraph, a responsible corporate officer means: (i) a 
president, secretary, treasurer, or vice-president of the corporation in charge of a principal 
business function, or any other person who performs similar policy- or decision-making 
functions for the corporation, or (ii) The manager of one or more manufacturing, production, or 
operating facilities, provided, the manager is authorized to make management decisions which 
govern the operation of the regulated facility including having the explicit or implicit duty of 
making major capital investment recommendations, and initiate and direct other comprehensive 
measures to assure long-term environmental compliance with environmental laws and 
regulations; can ensure that the necessary systems are established or actions taken to gather 
complete and accurate information for control mechanism requirements; and where authority to 
sign documents has been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with corporate 
procedures. 

 

1106.3.12.2 By a general partner or proprietor if the Industrial User 
submitting the reports required by subsections 1106.3.2, 1106.3.4, and 1106.3.5 of this Chapter 
is a partnership, or sole proprietorship respectively. 

 
1106.3.12.3 By a Duly Authorized Representative of the individual 

designated in subsections 1106.3.12.1 or 1106.3.12.2 of this Chapter if: (i) The authorization is 
made in writing by the individual described in subsections 1106.3.12.1 or 1106.3.12.2 of this 
Chapter; (ii) The authorization specifies either an individual or a position having responsibility for 
the overall operation of the facility from which the Industrial Discharge originates, such as the 
position of plant manager, operator of a well, or well field superintendent, or a position of 
equivalent responsibility, or having overall responsibility for environmental matters for the 
company; and (iii) the written authorization is submitted to the District. 

 
1106.3.12.4 If an authorization under subsection 1106.3.12.3 of this 

Chapter is no longer accurate because a different individual or position has responsibility for the 
overall operation of the facility, or overall responsibility for environmental matters for the 
company, a new authorization satisfying the requirements of subsection 1106.3.12.3 of this 
Chapter must be submitted to the District prior to or together with any reports to be signed by an 
Authorized Representative. 

 
1106.3.13 Certification Statement. Any Person signing the reports submitted 

pursuant to this section shall make the following certification: 
 

“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my 
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
Personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the 
Person or Persons who manage the system, or those Persons directly responsible for gathering 
the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, 
accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.” 
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1106.3.14 Provisions Governing Fraud and False Statements. The reports 
and other documents required to be submitted or maintained under this section shall be subject 
to: 

 

 
and false statements; 

1106.3.14.1 The provisions of 18 U.S.C. Section 1001 relating to fraud 
 
 
1106.3.14.2 The provisions of Sections 309(c)(4) of the Act, as amended, 

governing false statements, representation or certification; and 
 

1106.3.14.3 The provisions of Section 309(c)(6) of the Act regarding 
responsible corporate officers. 

 
1106.3.15 Reporting Requirements for Non-Significant Industrial Users. A 

facility determined to be a Non-Significant Categorical Industrial User by District pursuant to 
subsection 1101.93.5 of this Chapter must annually submit the following certification statement 
signed in accordance with the signatory requirements in subsection 1106.3.12 of this Chapter. 
This certification must accompany an alternative report with additional supporting information 
required by the District: 

 
“Based on my inquiry of the person or persons directly responsible for managing compliance 
with the categorical Pretreatment Standards under 40 CFR [insert applicable Federal category], 
I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief that during the period from , 
     to , [months, days, year]: (1) The facility described as 
   [insert facility name] met the definition of a Non-Significant Categorical 
Industrial User as described in Chapter 11, subsection 1101.93.5 of the Ojai Valley Sanitary 
District Code of Regulations (2) The facility complied with all applicable Pretreatment Standards 
and requirements during this reporting period; and (3) The facility never discharged more than 
100 gallons of total categorical wastewater on any given day during this reporting period.” 

 
1106.4 Record-Keeping Requirements 

 
1106.4.1 All Industrial Users discharging or proposing to discharge Industrial 

Wastewater to the District Sewerage System shall maintain records of its raw materials and 
usage, processes, effluent flows, Pollutant concentrations and related factors. These records 
shall be necessary to demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this Chapter and any 
applicable Federal or State Pretreatment Standards. 

 
1106.4.2 All such records relating to compliance with Pretreatment Standards 

shall be made available for inspection and copying at the company facility or, if located 
elsewhere, at the other location to officials of the EPA, Approval Authority and the General 
Manager or his designee. [Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR Section 403.12(o)(2).] 
(See subsection 1102.3.2 of this Chapter.) 

 
1106.4.3 Any Industrial User subject to the reporting requirements established in 

this Section shall maintain records of all information resulting from any monitoring activities 
required by this section, including documentation associated with Best Management Practices. 
Such records shall include for all samples: 

 
1106.4.3.1 The date, exact place, method, and time of sampling and the 

names of the Person or Persons taking the samples; 
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1106.4.3.2 The dates analyses were performed; 
 

1106.4.3.3 Who performed the analyses; 
 

1106.4.3.4 The analytical techniques/methods use; and 
 

1106.4.3.5 The results of such analyses. 
 

1106.4.4 Any Industrial User subject to the reporting requirements (including 
documentation associated with Best Management Practices) established in subsection 1106.3 
of this Chapter or in a IWDP or any Orders issued by the District pursuant to this Chapter shall 
be required to retain for a minimum of 3 years any records of monitoring activities and results 
(whether or not such monitoring activities are required by this section) and shall make such 
records available for inspection and copying by the District, Approval Authority and EPA. This 
period of retention shall be extended during the course of any unresolved litigation regarding the 
Industrial User or when requested by the District, Approval Authority or EPA. 

 
1106.4.5 The District to which reports are submitted by an Industrial User 

pursuant to subsections 1106.4.2, 1106.4.4, 1106.4.5, and 1106.4.8 of this Chapter shall retain 
such reports for a minimum of 3 years and shall make such reports available for inspection and 
copying by the Approval Authority and EPA. This period of retention shall be extended during 
the course of any unresolved litigation regarding the discharge of Pollutants by the Industrial 
User or the operation of the District’s Pretreatment Program or when requested by the Approval 
Authority or EPA. 
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SECTION 1107. Fees, Charges and Computations 

1107.1 Fees: Schedule Of Charge 

Fees made and collected in accordance with and under the authority of this Chapter may 
be established in the District’s Schedule of Fees for Sewer System-Related Services set forth in 
Chapter 3, Appendix D of this Code of Regulations. 

 
1107.2 Fees: Due Date 

 
All Fees made or assessed pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter are due upon 

receipt of the District’s billing statement and shall become delinquent 15 days thereafter. Fees 
not received by the District within 30 days of the receipt thereof shall be subject to a penalty 
which will be set by an ordinance of the District. Unpaid Fees shall also accrue interest at the 
legal rate beginning on the 31st day after receipt of the billing statement. 

 
1107.3 Fees: Record Of Charges 

 
The District shall keep a record of all Fees assessed and collected under this Chapter. 

The record shall reflect the names and addresses of the Persons on whose account the Fees 
were paid, the date, the amount of payment, and the purpose for which Fees were paid or the 
Premises affected. 

 
1107.4 Fees: Estimated Quantities and Values 

 
Except as otherwise wherein provided, whenever the Fees required by this Chapter are 

based on estimated values or estimated quantities, the General Manager or his designee shall 
make the necessary determinations in accordance with established practices. 

 
1107.5 Specific Fees 

 
1107.5.1 Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit Fee. All Person(s) requiring 

an IWDP (See subsection 1105.2 of this Chapter) shall pay to the District a yearly permit fee, 
the cost of which is set forth in Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code of Regulations. 

 
1107.5.2 Service Fees. Should the District or its agents perform required 

industrial wastewater sampling, analysis, review, flow measurements or other activities for an 
Industrial User, said User shall be held responsible for all costs. The General Manager or his 
designee may, at his discretion, bill the Discharger directly for services performed by the District 
or bill on the basis of a reasonable estimate of the cost of such service. (Fees shall be as 
specified in Ojai Valley Sanitary District Fee Code of Regulations). 

 
1107.5.3 Collection of Fees. The General Manager or his designee shall 

charge and collect the Fees specified by the Board of Directors from Persons connecting to the 
District Sewerage System, from applicants for permits and permittees under this Chapter and 
from Industrial Users of the District Sewerage System. 

 
1107.6 Determination of Total Flow & Loading 

 
1107.6.1 The total flow of Industrial Wastewater discharged by the Industrial 

User shall be measured by the General Manager or his designee by means of: 
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1107.6.1.1 A metering device, approved by the General Manager or his 
designee and obtained, installed, and maintained at the expense of the Industrial User (See 
subsection 1106.1.3 of this Chapter); 

 
1107.6.1.2 An estimate determined from total water used in the area 

occupied by the Industrial User, i.e. water meter etc; 
 

1107.6.1.3 An estimate based on the count of “equivalent fixture units” as 
set forth in the current edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code; or, 

 
1107.6.1.4 An estimate as set forth by the State Water Resources Control 

Board “Revenue Program Guidelines for Wastewater Agencies” Appendix (F), as those 
guidelines may be updated and/or amended from time to time; 

 
1107.6.2 The strength and characteristics of Industrial Wastewater discharged by 

the Industrial User shall be measured by the General Manager or his designee by means of: 
 

1107.6.2.1 Sampling devices, approved by the General Manager or his 
designee, designed to collect representative samples to be analyzed by a certified laboratory 
acceptable to the General Manager or his designee; or 

 
1107.6.2.2 An estimate as set forth by the State Water Resources Control 

Board “Revenue Program Guidelines for Wastewater Agencies” Appendix (F), as those 
guidelines may be updated and/or amended from time to time; 

 
1107.6.3 The General Manager or his designee shall select the method to be 

used unless the Industrial User can demonstrate that another method will more accurately 
represent the Discharge. 

 
1107.7 Charges for Unusual or Excessive Strength Wastewaters 

 
A charge for Wastewater of such quality or character as to impose upon the District 

unusual operation and/or maintenance or capital cost whether or not related to flow volume, 
BOD, SS, or peak flow rates shall be set by the General Manager or his designee and paid by 
the Industrial User. These charges shall be reasonably calculated to defray cost attributable to 
such Wastewater. 

 
1107.8 Collection of Fees 

 
The amount of any Fee imposed by the provisions of this Chapter (including interest) 

may be added to and become part of the charges fixed by the District for sewer services 
furnished to the Parcel subject to the Fees. Those, charges, inclusive of the Fees, may be 
collected by any of the means for collection of sewer service charges set forth in Chapter 3, 
Section 303 of this Code of Regulations. (Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 5473 et 
seq., Health and Safety Code Section 6523.3 and Government Code Section 53069.4.) 
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SECTION 1108. Enforcement of Industrial User Discharge Requirements 

1108.1 General 

The General Manager or his designee shall be responsible for the enforcement all of the 
provisions of this Chapter. When the General Manager or his designee finds that a Discharge to 
the District Sewerage System has taken place, or continues to take place, or threatens to take 
place, in violation of the prohibitions, limitations, requirements or provisions of this Chapter or its 
implementing regulations or the conditions of an IWDP, the General Manager or his designee 
shall take action in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. The remedies provided for in 
this Chapter are not exclusive and may be asserted cumulatively and in addition to any other 
remedy available to the District under applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations. 

 
1108.2 Enforcement Response Plan 

 
The District will typically use its Enforcement Response Plan (“ERP”), as required by 40 

CFR Section 403.8(f)(5), and approved by the General Manager, to coordinate enforcement 
actions against Industrial Users in noncompliance with this Chapter. To the extent that there is 
any conflict between the ERP and the provisions of this Chapter, this Chapter will control. 

 
1108.3 Declaration of Public Nuisance 

 
An Industrial User’s Discharge of Wastewater that violates (i) the provisions of this 

Chapter, (ii) any condition of the Industrial User’s IWDP, (iii) any administrative order issued by 
the District to the Industrial User or (iv)any other enforcement action taken by the District 
against the Industrial User is hereby declared a Nuisance. The General Manager or his 
designee has the authority to take necessary measures (informal notice will suffice) to 
immediately and effectively correct or abate the Nuisance and may seek to prohibit such 
Discharge by order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
1108.4 Enforcement Actions 

 
1108.4.1 Notice of Violation. When the General Manager or his designee finds 

that an Industrial User has violated, or continues to violate (i) the provisions of this Chapter, (ii) 
any condition of the Industrial User’s IWDP, (iii) any administrative order issued by the District to 
the Industrial User or (iv)any other enforcement action taken by the District against the Industrial 
User, the General Manager or his designee may serve upon the Industrial User a written Notice 
of Violation (“NOV”). The NOV shall be served personally or by certified mail upon the Industrial 
User. The NOV will state the provisions violated, the facts alleged to constitute the violation and 
may include any proposed corrective actions or monitoring. Within seven working days of the 
receipt of the NOV, the Industrial User subject to the NOV shall provide a written explanation of 
the violation, a plan for the satisfactory correction and prevention of the violation, including 
specific required actions to the General Manager or his designee. Submission of such a 
response and plan in no way relieves the Industrial User of liability for any violations occurring 
before or after the receipt of the NOV. Nothing in this Section shall limit the authority of the 
General Manager or his designee to take any enforcement action, including any emergency 
actions, with or without issuance of a NOV. 

 
1108.4.2 Administrative Orders. The General Manager or his designee can 

require compliance with an Industrial User’s IWDP conditions or limitations, or any provision of 
this Chapter or any other federal, state or local pretreatment standard or pretreatment 
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requirement by issuing Administrative Orders. Administrative Orders may contain requirements 
or conditions to address an Industrial User’s noncompliance, including, without limitation, a 
compliance schedule, imposition of administrative fines or penalties, and additional self- 
monitoring and management practices designed to minimize the amount of Pollutants 
discharged to the Sewer. An Administrative Order shall not extend the deadline for compliance 
established for a Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, nor does an Administrative Order 
relieve the Industrial User of liability for any violation, including any continuing violation. 
Issuance of an Administrative Order shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking any 
other action against the Industrial User. The following Administrative Orders may be issued by 
the General Manager or his designee and shall be judicially enforceable in a court of competent 
jurisdiction: 

 

1108.4.2.1 Consent Orders. The General Manager or his designee may, 
at any time after finding a violation of this Chapter, enter into an agreement with the violating 
Industrial User that shall be known as a Consent Order. Such agreement may be in the form of 
a compliance schedule with milestones or other specific actions to be taken by the Industrial 
User to correct or prevent the noncompliance within a time period specified in the order, 
payment of damage, fines, penalties, or other remedies. The Consent Order is developed 
between the Industrial User and the District. This Order shall have the same force and effect as 
any other administrative order issued pursuant to this Chapter and may include civil fines or 
penalties imposed in accordance with this Section 1108. A Consent Order may be enforced by 
an Administrative Complaint under subsection 1108.4.3 or by court action. 

 
1108.4.2.2 Compliance Orders. A Compliance Order shall be issued to 

an Industrial User that has violated or continues to violate this Chapter, the Industrial User’s 
IWDP, or any other order issued under this Chapter.   The General Manager or his designee 
may issue a Compliance Order to the Industrial User responsible for the violation which may 
specify the provisions violated and, the facts constituting the violation, and shall direct that 
adequate treatment facilities, devices, or other related appurtenances be installed and properly 
operated by a specified time period. Compliance Orders may also contain such other 
requirements as the General Manager or his designee deems reasonably necessary and 
appropriate to assure timely compliance with this Chapter and to address noncompliance. Such 
order may require the installation of pretreatment technology, additional self-monitoring, 
management practices, adherence to a compliance schedule with milestones, submission of 
action plans, appearance by the Industrial User at a specific time and place for a compliance 
meeting, or other measures necessary to achieve and maintain compliance. The Compliance 
Order is developed by the General Manager or his designee without comment from the 
Industrial User and may include may include civil fines or penalties imposed in accordance with 
this Section 1108. A Compliance Order may be enforced by an Administrative Complaint under 
subsection 1108.4.3 or by court action. . 

 
1108.4.2.3 Cease and Desist Orders.   A Cease and Desist Order may 

be issued by the General Manager or his designee to any Industrial User whose violation poses 
a threat to the District Sewerage System, District employees or Contractors, the environment or 
the public. A Cease and Desist Order may also be issued by the General Manager or his 
designee to Industrial Users who continue to discharge wastewater to the District Sewerage 
System without a valid IWDP or in violation of the Industrial User’s IWDP. The General 
Manager or his designee may issue an order to cease and desist immediately upon discovering 
any such violations and direct those Industrial Users in noncompliance to take such appropriate 
remedial or preventive action as may be deemed needed to eliminate a continuing or threatened 
violation, including halting operations and terminating the Discharge. Such order shall include 
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the provision violated and the facts constituting the violation. A Cease and Desist may include 
civil fines or penalties imposed in accordance with this Section 1108. A Cease and Desist Order 
may be enforced by an Administrative Complaint under subsection 1108.4.3 or by court action. 

 
1108.4.2.4 Show Cause Order. The General Manager or his designee 

may order an Industrial User which has violated, or continues to violate, or threatens to violate 
any provision of this Chapter, an IWDP or order issued hereunder, or any other Pretreatment 
Standard or requirement, to appear before the General Manager or his designee and show 
cause why the proposed enforcement action should not be taken. Notice shall be served on the 
Industrial User specifying the time and place for the meeting, the proposed enforcement action, 
the reasons for such action, and a request that the Industrial User show cause why the 
proposed enforcement action should not be taken. The notice of the meeting shall be served on 
any Authorized Representative of the Industrial User personally or by registered or certified mail 
(return receipt requested) at least 7 days prior to the hearing. Such notice may be served on 
any Authorized Representative of the Industrial User. The hearing shall be in the nature of a 
meet and confer meeting. A show cause hearing shall not be a bar against, or prerequisite for, 
taking any other action against the Industrial User. 

 
1108.4.2.5 Emergency Suspension of Service Order. The General 

Manager or his designee may issue an Emergency Suspension of Service Order when 
necessary to stop any discharge that reasonably appears to present an imminent hazard to the 
public, the environment or which either individually or by interaction with other Discharges, is an 
imminent hazard to the District Sewerage System, the Waters of the State, or places the District 
in violation of its NPDES Permit. If the Industrial User does not comply voluntarily with the 
Emergency Suspension, the District may take reasonably necessary steps to ensure 
compliance. These include, but are not limited to, immediate blockage or disconnection of the 
Industrial User’s connection to the public sewer. 

 
1108.4.2.5.1 Any Industrial User notified of a suspension of its 

service shall immediately stop or eliminate its Discharge. In the event of an Industrial User’s 
failure to immediately comply voluntarily with the suspension order, the General Manager or his 
designee may take such steps as deemed necessary, including immediate severance of the 
sewer connection, to prevent or minimize damage to the District Sewerage System, its receiving 
stream, or endangerment to any individuals. The General Manager or his designee may allow 
the Industrial User to recommence its Discharge when the Industrial User has demonstrated to 
the satisfaction of the General Manager or his designee that the period of endangerment has 
passed, unless the termination proceedings in this Chapter are initiated against the Industrial 
User. 

 

1108.4.2.5.2 An Industrial User that is responsible, in whole or in 
part, for a Discharge presenting any of the imminent hazards described above shall submit a 
detailed written statement to the General Manager or his designee describing the causes of the 
harmful contribution and the measures taken by the Industrial User to prevent any future 
occurrence of the hazard(s). The detailed written statement must be submitted prior to the date 
of any show cause or termination hearing under this Chapter. 

 
1108.4.2.5.3 Nothing in this subsection 1108.4.2.5 shall be 

interpreted as requiring a hearing prior to any emergency suspension under this Section. 
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1108.4.3 Administrative Complaint and Penalties Government Code Section 
54740.5) 

 

1108.4.3.1 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, the 
General Manager or his designee may issue an Administrative Complaint to an Industrial User 
who violates this Chapter, the User’s IWDP, or an Administrative Order. 

 
1108.4.3.2 The Administrative Complaint shall allege the act or failure to 

act that constitutes the violation, the provision of law authorizing civil liability to be imposed and 
the proposed civil penalty. The Administrative Complaint shall be served by personal delivery or 
certified mail on the Industrial User and shall inform the Industrial User served that a hearing 
shall be conducted within sixty (60) days after the Industrial User has been served. 

 
1108.4.3.3 The hearing shall be held before a hearing officer designated 

by the District Board. The Industrial User who has been issued an Administrative Complaint 
may waive the right to a hearing, in which case the District shall not conduct a hearing. An 
Industrial User dissatisfied with the decision of the hearing officer may appeal to the District 
Board within thirty (30) days of notice of the hearing officer’s decision. 

 
1108.4.3.4 If after the hearing, or appeal, if any, it is found that the 

Industrial User has violated reporting or Discharge requirements, the hearing officer of the 
District may assess a civil penalty against the Industrial User. In determining the amount of a 
civil penalty, the hearing officer or District may take into consideration all relevant circumstances 
including, but not limited to, the extent of harm caused by the violation, the economic benefit 
derived through noncompliance, the nature and persistence of the violation, the length of time 
over which the violation occurs and corrective action, if any attempted or taken by the Industrial 
User. 

 

1108.4.3.5 Civil penalties may be imposed pursuant to subsection 
1108.4.3 et seq. as follows: 

 

1108.4.3.5.1 In an amount which shall not exceed $2,000.00 for 
each day for failing to furnish technical or monitoring reports. [Government Code Section 
54740.5(d)(1).] 

 

1108.4.3.5.2 In an amount which shall not exceed $3,000.00 for 
each day for failing or refusing to timely comply with any compliance schedule established by 
the General Manager. [Government Code Section 54740.5(d)(2).] 

 
1108.4.3.5.3 In any amount which shall not exceed $5,000.00 per 

violation for each day for discharges in violation of any waste discharge limitation, IWDP 
condition, or requirement issued, reissued or adopted by the District. [Government Code 
Section 54740.5(d)(3).] 

 

1108.4.3.5.4 In an amount which shall not exceed $10.00 per 
gallon for Discharges in violation of any suspension, cease and desist order or other orders, or 
prohibitions issued, reissued or adopted by the General Manager or his designee. [Government 
Code Section 54740.5(d)(4).] 

 
1108.4.3.6 Unless appealed, orders setting administrative penalties shall 

become effective and final upon issuance thereof, and payment shall be made within 30 days 
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established by the order. Copies of these orders shall be served by personal service or by 
certified mail upon the parties served with the Administrative Complaint and upon other Persons 
who appeared at the hearing and requested a copy. 

 
1108.4.3.7 All monies collected under this Section shall be deposited in a 

special account of the District and shall be made available for the monitoring, treatment and 
control of Discharges into the District Sewerage System. 

 
1108.4.3.8 The amount of any civil penalties imposed under this Section 

which have remained delinquent for a period of 60 days shall constitute a lien against the real 
property of the Industrial User from which the Discharge, Chapter violation, or permit violation 
originated resulting in the imposition of civil penalty. The lien shall be recorded with the Ventura 
County Recorder and when recorded shall have the force and effect and priority of a judgment 
lien and continue for 10 years from the time of recording unless sooner released, and shall be 
renewable in accordance with the provisions of Section 683.110 to 683.220, inclusive of the 
Code of Civil Procedure. 

 
1108.4.3.9 No penalties shall be recoverable under this Section for any 

violation for which civil liability is recovered under subsection 1108.4.4. 
 

1108.4.3.10 Judicial Review 
 

1108.4.3.10.1 Any Industrial User aggrieved by a final order 
issued by the District under this Section may obtain review of the order of the District in the 
Superior Court by filing in the Court a petition for writ of mandate within 30 days following the 
service of a copy of a decision and order issued by the District. Any Industrial User aggrieved by 
a final order of a hearing officer issued under this Section for which the District Board denies 
review, may obtain review of the order of the hearing officer in the Superior Court by filing in the 
Court a petition for writ of mandate within 30 days following service of a copy of a decision and 
order denying review by the District Board. 

 
1108.4.3.10.2 If no aggrieved Industrial User petitions for a writ of 

mandate within the time allowed, an order of the District Board or hearing officer shall not be 
subject to review by any court or agency. 

 
1108.4.3.10.3 The evidence before the Court shall consist of the 

record before the District Board, including the hearing officer’s record, and any other relevant 
evidence which, in the judgment of the Court, should be considered to effectuate and implement 
policies of this Ordinance. In every such case, the Court shall exercise its independent judgment 
on the evidence. 

 

1108.4.3.10.4 Subdivisions (e) and (f) of Section 1094.5 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure shall govern review proceedings. 

 
1108.4.4 Administrative Fines and Penalties (Government Code Section 53069.4) 

 
The purpose of this subsection 1108.4.4 is to establish procedures for the administrative 

enforcement of this Chapter through the issuance of Administrative Citations and the imposition 
of Administrative Fines and Penalties. These administrative enforcement procedures are in 
addition to, and not in lieu of, any other applicable enforcement procedures set forth in this 
Chapter, other District ordinances or in state or federal law. This subsection 1108.4.4 is not 
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intended to limit the enforcement or prosecutorial discretion of the General Manager, or his 
designee, to impose or seek any remedy available, civil or criminal, for violations of the Chapter 
or other District ordinances. 

 
1108.4.4.1 Issuance of Administrative Citation. 

 
1108.4.4.1.1 The General Manager or his designee may issue an 

Administrative Citation to an Industrial User in violation of this Chapter. 
 

1108.4.4.1.2 If, following a District investigation, the General 
Manager, or his designee, determines that an Industrial User committed a violation of this 
Chapter, the General Manager, or his designee, may issue an Administrative Citation to that 
Industrial User for the violation even though the General Manager, or his designee, did not 
actually observe the Industrial User committing the violation. 

 
1108.4.4.1.3 An Administrative Fine shall become effective on the 

date stated in the Administrative Citation (hereafter referred to as the “Effective Date of the 
Fine”). Following the Effective Date of the Fine, the District shall require the Industrial User to 
pay that Administrative Fine in accordance with, and subject to, the provisions set forth in this 
subsection 1108.4.4. 

 

1108.4.4.1.4 Each day an Industrial User allows a violation to exist 
may be treated as a separate violation, and that Industrial User may be subject to a separate 
Administrative Fine for each separate violation. 

 
1108.4.4.1.5 An Administrative Citation may charge a violation of 

this Chapter for one or more days on which a violation exists and for violation of one or more 
Chapter sections. 

 

1108.4.4.1.6 The issuance of an Administrative Citation or 
payment of an Administrative Fine does not bar the District from pursuing any other 
enforcement action regarding a Code violation that is not corrected, including issuing additional 
Administrative Citations or referring the matter for criminal prosecution. 

 
1108.4.4.2 Contents of Administrative Citation. The Administrative 

Citation shall be issued on a form prescribed by the General Manager and shall contain the 
following information: 

 
 
 

Administrative Citation. 
 
 
 

investigation established the violation. 
 

1108.4.4.2.5 Legal authority for the Administrative Citation. 

1108.4.4.2.1 The form shall be titled “Administrative Citation.” 

1108.4.4.2.2 The name and signature of the individual issuing the 

 
1108.4.4.2.3 

 
The name of the Industrial User. 

1108.4.4.2.4 Date on   which   an   inspection,   observation   or 
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established. 

 
 
 

each violation. 

1108.4.4.2.6 Address or location where the Code violation(s) was 
 
 

1108.4.4.2.7 Description of the Code violation(s). 
 

1108.4.4.2.8 The amount and the Effective Date of the Fine for 
 
 

1108.4.4.2.9 An order to the Industrial User to correct the 
violation(s) prior to the Effective Date of the Fine, and an explanation of the consequences of 
failure to correct the violation(s). 

 
1108.4.4.2.10 An explanation of how the fine shall be paid and 

directing that it be made payable to the District, the time period within which it shall be paid, and 
the address at which the fine payment shall be remitted or mailed. 

 
1108.4.4.2.11 A statement regarding the right to appeal the 

Administrative Citation, including: (i) the time within which the appeal must be filed; and (ii) the 
place to obtain a Notice of Appeal and Request for Hearing Form. 

 
1108.4.4.2.12 A self-addressed envelope shall accompany any 

Administrative Citation issued by the District so that the Industrial User may mail payment of the 
specified administrative fine to the District. 

 
1108.4.4.2.13 The District shall retain a copy of each 

Administrative Citation issued. 
 

1108.4.4.3 Establishment of Administrative Fines or Penalties. Fines 
and penalties may be imposed pursuant to subsection 1108.4.4 et seq. as follows: 

 
1108.4.4.3.1 A fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) 

per day for the first violation up to a maximum of one thousand dollars ($1000.00). 
 

1108.4.4.3.2 A fine not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00) 
per day for a second violation of the same standard or requirement within one year up to a 
maximum of two thousand dollars ($2000.00). 

 
1108.4.4.3.3 A fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) 

per day for a third violation of the same standard or requirement within one year up to a 
maximum of four thousand dollars ($4000.00). 

 
1108.4.4.3.4 Civil administrative fines which are not paid by the 

due date established by the Administrative Citation (or the General Manager in accordance with 
District regulations) will be assessed a late payment penalty equal to one percent (1%) of the 
total amount due per month. 

 
1108.4.4.4 Service of Administrative Citations. An Administrative 

Citation shall be served on an Industrial User in person or by certified mail, first class mail, 
postage prepaid. 
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1108.4.4.4.1 Personal Service. The General Manager, or his 
designee, shall attempt to locate and personally serve the Authorized Representative of the 
Industrial User. If possible, the General Manager or his designee shall obtain the signature of 
the Authorized Representative on the Administrative Citation in order to record the Authorized 
Representatives receipt of such Administrative Citation. But if the Authorized Representative 
refuses or fails to sign the Administrative Citation, the failure or refusal to sign shall not affect 
the validity of the citation or subsequent proceedings and the General Manager, or his 
designee, shall make service of the citation as otherwise provided herein. 

 
1108.4.4.4.2 If for any reason the General Manager, or his 

designee, is unable to personally serve the Administrative Citation on the Authorized 
Representative, the Administrative Citation shall be mailed to the Authorized Representative by 
United States Postal Service, certified, first-class mail, postage prepaid. The failure of an 
Authorized Representative to receive a properly addressed Administrative Citation shall not 
affect the validity of any proceeding under this Section. Service of the Administrative Citation by 
mail shall be effective on the date of mailing. 

 
1108.4.4.5 Opportunity to Correct Continuing Violation 

 
1108.4.4.5.1 Where a continuing violation does not create an 

immediate danger to public health and safety, the General Manager, or his designee, shall allow 
the Industrial User a reasonable amount of time to correct or otherwise remedy the violation 
prior to the Effective Date of the Fine. The determination of what constitutes a reasonable 
amount of time shall be determined in the sole and absolute discretion of the General Manager, 
or his designee, based on the following: 

 
1108.4.4.5.1.1 Magnitude of the violation; 

 

1108.4.4.5.1.2 Likelihood of violation to cause harm to 
persons or property; 

 

1108.4.4.5.1.3 Cost to correct the violation; and 
 

1108.4.4.5.1.4 Effect of   the   violation   on   the   District 
Sewerage Facilities. 

 
 

1108.4.4.5.2 If the Authorized Representative demonstrates to the 
General Manager, or his designee, that a violation cited in an Administrative Citation was 
corrected or otherwise remedied on or before the Effective Date of the Fine for that violation or 
the date otherwise specified by the General Manager in accordance with subsection 1108.4.4.7, 
he shall not be assessed an Administrative Fine for the violation. 

 
1108.4.4.5.3 If the Authorized Representative fails to demonstrate 

to the General Manager, or his designee, that a violation cited in an Administrative Citation was 
corrected or otherwise remedied on or before the Effective Date of the Fine for that violation or 
the date otherwise specified by the General Manager in accordance with subsection 1108.4.4.7, 
the applicable Administrative Fine must be paid to the District within 10 days of the Effective 
Date of the Fine or the date otherwise specified by the General Manager in accordance with 
subsection 1108.4.4.6. 
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1108.4.4.5.4 Subsection 1108.4.4.5 et seq. shall not be construed 
as a waiver of any fee or payment that would ordinarily be required pursuant to the Code. 

 
1108.4.4.6 General Manager Authority. Without the prior approval of or 

subsequent ratification by the Board, the General Manager is authorized to do the following: 
 

1108.4.4.6.1 Decrease or increase the amount of time specified in 
the Administrative Citation for an Industrial User to correct or otherwise remedy a violation 

 
1108.4.4.6.2 Extend the Effective Date of the Fine specified in an 

Administrative Citation; 
 

1108.4.4.6.3 Impose an administrative fine or penalty on an 
Industrial User for a violation at or below the upper limit or “cap” for that violation established by 
this Chapter. The General Manager’s determination as to amount of fine or penalty imposed 
may be based on any or all of the following factors: 

 
1108.4.4.6.3.1 Magnitude of the violation; 

 
1108.4.4.6.3.2 Likelihood of violation to cause harm to 

persons or property. 
 
 
 

Sewerage System; 

and 

 
 

1108.4.4.6.3.3 Duration of the violation; 
 

1108.4.4.6.3.4 Effect of the violation on the District 
 

1108.4.4.6.3.5 Compliance history of the Industrial User; 
 
 

1108.4.4.6.3.6 Good faith of the Industrial User where 
“Good Faith” is defined as the Industrial User’s honest intention to remedy noncompliance 
manifested by actions which give support to this intention. 

 
1108.4.4.7 Satisfaction of Administrative Citation. An Industrial User 

who is issued an Administrative Citation must: 
 

1108.4.4.7.1 Pay Administrative Fines imposed by the District 
within 10 days of the Effective Date of the Fine, subject to the provisions set forth in subsections 
1108.4.4.5 and 1108.4.4.6; and 

 
1108.4.4.7.2 Demonstrate to the General Manager or his 

designee, that each violation cited in an Administrative Citation has been corrected or remedied 
on or before the Effective Date of the Fine for the violation, or within the time-frame otherwise 
approved by the General Manager pursuant to subsection 1108.4.4.6. 

 
1108.4.4.8   Request   for   Administrative   Appeal   to   the   General 

Manager 
 

1108.4.4.8.1 An Industrial User who has received an 
Administrative Citation may file with the District Clerk a written Request for Appeal to the 
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General Manager. An Industrial User seeking an appeal must obtain a “Request for Appeal to 
the General Manager” form from the District Clerk. 

 
1108.4.4.8.2 The “Request for Appeal to the General Manager” 

form must be filed within 30 days from the date the Administrative Citation was issued. The 
request shall specify the action, decision or determination complained of and shall state the 
reasons upon which the request is based. Any appeal of the Administrative Citation must 
include a detailed written explanation of the grounds for appeal in order for the request to be 
considered complete by District staff and ready for administrative review. 

 
1108.4.4.8.3 The filing of a Request for Appeal to the General 

Manager by an Industrial User for a violation(s) listed in an Administrative Citation shall stay the 
Industrial User’s duty to pay administrative fines related to the violation and to correct or 
otherwise remedy those violations until such time as there is a final decision on the matter.   If 
the final decision upholds the issuance of the Administrative Citation, applicable administrative 
fines shall be calculated from the date Request for Appeal to the General Manager was filed. 

 
1108.4.4.8.4 Within 30 days of an Industrial User filing a written 

request pursuant to subsections 1108.4.4.8.1 through 1108.4.4.8.3, and on at least 10 days 
written Notice of Hearing to the Industrial User by certified, first class mail, postage prepaid, the 
General Manager shall meet with the Industrial User to hear the Industrial User’s objections. 
Within 5 days of said meeting, the General Manager shall deliver a ruling on the matter to the 
Industrial User by certified, first class mail, postage prepaid. In ruling on the matter, the General 
Manager may, in his sole discretion, reverse or modify the decision at issue and make any 
adjustments and impose any conditions deemed just and proper, if he finds and determines that 
the provisions of this Chapter were not properly applied to the matter under consideration. 

 
1108.4.4.8.5 The failure to file a timely and complete “Request for 

Appeal to the General Manager” with the District Clerk shall terminate a Responsible Person’s 
right to administratively appeal or contest the District’s action, decision or determination and a 
failure to exhaust administrative remedies.   The Administrative Citation shall then serve as a 
final determination and conclusive evidence of the named Industrial User’s liability. 

1108.4.4.9 Request for Administrative Appeal to the District Board 

1108.4.4.9.1 Within 10 calendar days following the date the notice 
of the General Manager’s ruling is served on the appellant, the appellant who initiated the 
Request for Appeal to the General Manager may appeal the General Manager’s ruling to the 
District Board. 

 

1108.4.4.9.2 An appellant seeking to appeal the General 
Manager’s ruling to the District Board shall file with the Clerk of the Board an original and two 
copies of a Request for Appeal to the District Board which states with particularity the grounds 
of appeal and the specific relief requested. The District Clerk shall note on the original Request 
for Appeal to the District Board the date and time of filing and shall transmit copies of the 
request to the General Manager and the District’s legal counsel. 

 
1108.4.4.9.3 The District Board shall conduct a hearing on the 

matter at a scheduled Board meeting following the appellant’s filing of the Request for Appeal to 
the District Board, and on at least 10 days written Notice of Hearing to the appellant by certified, 
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first class mail, postage prepaid. The Notice of Hearing shall be deemed served on appellant 5 
calendar days from the date the Notice of Hearing was mailed. 

 
1108.4.4.9.4 The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with 

the procedures set forth in subsection 1108.4.4.10 and any other applicable procedures and 
rules adopted by the District. 

 

1108.4.4.9.5 Within 14 days of the hearing, the District Clerk shall 
serve a copy of the Board’s ruling on the matter to the appellant by certified, first class mail, 
postage prepaid. 

 

1108.4.4.9.6 In ruling on a matter, the Board may, in its sole 
discretion, affirm, reverse or modify the ruling of the General Manager on the matter. In so 
doing, the Board may make any adjustments and impose any conditions on the appellant in 
order to properly apply the provisions of this Code. 

 
1108.4.4.9.7 The Board’s ruling on the matter shall be final. 

 
1108.4.4.10 Administrative Appeal Procedures 

 
1108.4.4.10.1 Any proceeding by the General Manager or Board 

of Directors under subsection 1108.4.4 et seq. shall be conducted on the date and at the time 
and location specified in a duly issued notice to the appellant. 

 
1108.4.4.10.2 Prior to any proceeding before the General 

Manager or District Board pursuant to subsection 1108.4.4 et seq., all information relevant to 
the proceeding shall be provided by the District staff to the General Manager or District Board, 
as applicable. The District staff shall also provide appellant with copies of all such relevant 
information. 

 

1108.4.4.10.3 During any proceeding conducted before the 
General Manager or District Board and pursuant to subsection 1108.4.4 et seq., the appellant 
shall be allowed to testify, to present witnesses and to present evidence relevant to the matter 
at issue. 

 
1108.4.4.10.4 Reports prepared by District staff concerning the 

matter at issue shall be accepted by the General Manager or District Board as prima facie 
evidence of the facts stated in such documents. 

 
1108.4.4.10.5 If a request is made by the appellant or a 

representative of the District setting forth good cause for a continuance, the General Manager or 
District Board, as applicable, may continue a proceeding conducted pursuant to subsection 
1108.4.4 et seq.. The General Manager or District Board, as applicable, may also, in their 
independent discretion, order that a proceeding conducted pursuant to subsection 1108.4.4 et 
seq. be continued. 

 

1108.4.4.10.6 If a continuance is granted, a new hearing date 
shall be set by the General Manager or District Board, as applicable, and specified in a written 
Notice of Continuance. The Notice of Continuance shall be served on the appellant by certified, 
first-class mail, postage prepaid. Service of the Notice of Continuance shall be deemed served 
on appellant 5 calendar days from the date the Notice of Continuance was mailed. The Notice of 
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Continuance shall be mailed to the appellant at least 5 calendar days prior to the date of the 
continued Administrative Hearing by certified, first class mail, postage prepaid. If a continuance 
is denied, the General Manager or District Board, as applicable, shall proceed as scheduled. 
The decision of the General Manager or District Board to grant or deny a continuance shall be 
final and is not subject to judicial review. 

 
1108.4.4.10.7 Any proceedings before the General Manager or 

District Board pursuant to subsection 1108.4.4 et seq. shall be conducted informally without 
strict adherence to the legal rules of evidence. 

 
1108.4.4.10.8 Neither the General Manager nor District Board 

shall be required to provide written transcripts of proceedings conducted pursuant to subsection 
1108.4.4 et seq., but any proceedings before the District Board shall be recorded, either audio 
or video, and the recording of the proceeding shall be made available for a fee not to exceed the 
cost to duplicate and, where applicable, deliver the recording to the requesting party by first- 
class mail. 

 
1108.4.4.10.9 An Industrial User who files an appeal in 

accordance with subsection 1108.4.4 et seq. shall attend all scheduled proceedings related to 
that appeal on the date and at the time and location specified by the District in a duly issued 
notice. Failure by an appellant to attend a proceeding shall constitute (i) an abandonment of the 
appeal, (ii) an admission by the appellant that he violated any and all requirements of this 
Chapter that are at issue, (iii) an admission by the appellant that the amount of the 
Administrative Fine or Penalty at issue is appropriate, and (iv) a failure on the part of the 
appellant to exhaust administrative remedies. 

 
1108.4.4.10.10 In the event an appellant fails to attend a 

scheduled proceeding on the date and at the time and location specified in a duly issued notice, 
all Administrative Fines or Penalties that are at issue shall become payable on the Effective 
Date of the Fine or, if the Effective Date of the Fine has elapsed, within 10 days of the date the 
appeal on the matter was scheduled to take place. 

 
1108.4.4.11 Notice of Decision 

 
1108.4.4.11.1 The General Manager or District Board, as 

applicable, shall file with the District Clerk a written Notice of Decision within 10 working days of 
the conclusion of an appeal proceeding conducted in accordance with subsection 1108.4.4 et 
seq. either upholding or dismissing the Administrative Citation. The decision shall list the 
findings in support of the decision and, where applicable, the imposition of the Administrative 
Fine. In the event that an Industrial User fails to attend a scheduled Administrative Hearing, the 
Notice of Decision shall note that fact. 

 
1108.4.4.11.2 The Notice of Decision shall be delivered by the 

District to the appellant by certified, first-class mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid. 
Service of the Notice of Decision shall be deemed served on appellant 5 days from the date the 
Notice of Decision was mailed to the appellant. 

 
1108.4.4.11.3 The General Manager or District Board, as 

applicable, may determine that an administrative fine or penalty for a violation be imposed on an 
Industrial User at or below the upper limit or “cap” for that violation as established by this 
Chapter. The basis for the Hearing Officer’s determination shall be reflected in the Notice of 
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Decision and include consideration of any or all of the following factors: 
 

1108.4.4.11.3.1 Magnitude of the violation; 
 

 
persons or property. 

 
 
 

Sewerage System; 

and 

1108.4.4.11.3.2 Likelihood of violation to cause harm to 
 
 

1108.4.4.11.3.3 Duration of the violation; 
 

1108.4.4.11.3.4 Effect of the violation on the District 
 
 

1108.4.4.11.3.5 Compliance history of the Industrial User; 
 
 

1108.4.4.11.3.6 Good faith of the Industrial User where 
“Good Faith” is defined as the Industrial User’s honest intention to remedy noncompliance 
manifested by actions which give support to this intention. 

 
1108.4.4.11.4 Where there is a determination in the Notice of 

Decision that the violation(s) cited in the Administrative Citation should be upheld, the Notice of 
Decision shall, if necessary, establish a new Effective Date of the Fine for each violation upheld, 
and establish the date by which the Industrial User shall be required to correct or otherwise 
remedy each of those violations. The Notice of Decision shall require that applicable fines and 
penalties be payable to the District within 10 days of the Effective Date of the Fine stated in the 
Notice of Decision. 

 

1108.4.4.11.5 Where there is a determination in the Notice of 
Decision that a Code violation cited in an Administrative Citation should be dismissed, no 
Administrative fine or penalty for that violation shall be imposed, and no further action by the 
appellant with respect to the alleged violation shall be required. This provision shall not be 
construed to waive any fee or payment that would ordinarily be required pursuant to the Code. 

 
1108.4.4.12 Judicial Review 

 
1108.4.4.12.1 In accordance with Government Code Section 

53069.4, the Industrial User the Ventura County Superior Court Clerk within 20 calendar days 
after the date the Notice of Decision was served. Any appeal filed with the Superior Court shall 
contain a proof of service showing that a copy of the appeal was served upon the District. The 
Industrial User must pay the appropriate filing fees. 

 
1108.4.4.12.2 Within 15 days of receiving a request from the 

Superior Court to forward the District’s file on a particular Administrative Citation, the District’s 
legal counsel shall forward to the superior court the appropriate Notice of Decision, 
Administrative Citation and other documentation. If the Superior Court reverses, in whole or in 
part, any decision of the Hearing Officer, the District shall refund to the appellant the Superior 
Court filing fee and, in accordance with the judgment of the court, administrative fines paid by 
the Industrial User. 
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1108.4.4.13 Collection of Administrative Fines 
 

1108.4.4.13.1 An Administrative Fine or Penalty that has not 
been directly and timely paid to the District by the Industrial User as required by subsection 
1108.4.4 et seq. may be added to and become part of the annual sewer service charges fixed 
by the District for sewer services furnished to the Parcel subject to the Administrative Fine or 
Penalty. Those charges, inclusive of the Administrative Fine or Penalty, may be collected by any 
of the means for collection of sewer service charges set forth in Chapter 3, Section 303 of this 
Code of Regulations. (Authority: Health and Safety Code Section 5473 et seq., Health and 
Safety Code Section 6523.3 and Government Code Section 53069.4.) 

 
1108.4.4.13.2 A lien against the Industrial User’s property may be 

sought for the amount of unpaid Administrative Fines and Penalties under this Section. 
 

1108.4.5 Assessment of Noncompliance Costs. Where an Industrial User’s 
Discharge violates any provision of this Chapter or the Industrial User’s IWDP or causes 
damage to or otherwise inhibits the operation of the District Sewerage System, the Industrial 
User shall be liable to the District for any expense, loss, or damage caused by such Discharge. 
This includes any fines and costs associated with enforcement actions levied against the District 
including environmental fines and cleanup costs arising out of, pertaining to, or resulting from an 
Industrial User’s noncompliance. These costs also include, but are not limited to, all costs 
associated with inspections and sampling activities, analytical laboratory fees, transportation, 
equipment use, and labor and administrative costs resulting from the District’s efforts to 
investigate, resolve and/or correct an Industrial User’s noncompliance. 

 
1108.4.6 Suspension of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit 

 
1108.4.6.1 The General Manager or his designee may suspend an IWDP 

if the suspension is necessary to terminate a Discharge which is in violation of any provision of 
this Chapter or other District regulations, provided that a Notice of Violation, administrative order 
or other enforcement action has been served on the Industrial User and the time designated 
therein to correct the violation has transpired. 

 
1108.4.6.2 The General Manager or his designee may suspend an IWDP, 

upon informal notice only, if suspension is necessary to terminate a Discharge which presents 
an imminent hazard to the local environment and/or public health, to the District Sewerage 
System or to District Personnel or the termination of which is reasonably required to preserve 
the public health, safety or welfare (See subsection 1108.4.5). 

 
1108.4.6.3 Any Industrial User notified of the suspension of the IWDP 

shall immediately stop or eliminate the Discharge of the specified Wastewater or other material 
into the District Sewerage System. In the event of a failure of the Industrial User to comply 
voluntarily with the suspension order, the District shall take such steps as deemed necessary, 
including, but not limited to, immediate severance of the sewer connection. 

 
1108.4.6.4 The General Manager or his designee shall reinstate an 

IWDP suspended hereunder upon proof of the Industrial User’s compliance with the Notice of 
Violation or other enforcement orders issued by the District and with the requirements of this 
Chapter and the IWDP. A detailed written statement submitted by the Industrial User describing 
the causes of the harmful contribution and the measures taken to prevent any future occurrence 
shall be submitted to the District within 15 days of the date of occurrence. 
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1108.4.7 Revocation of Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit 
 

1108.4.7.1 Any Industrial User who violates the conditions of his IWDP or 
provisions of this Chapter or applicable Federal and State regulations is subject to having its 
IWDP revoked. Violations subjecting an Industrial User to possible revocation of the IWDP 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 
1108.4.7.1.1 Discharge(s) cause(s) damage to the District 

Sewerage System or District personnel, endangers the environment, or threatens the public 
health, safety and welfare; 

 

1108.4.7.1.2 Unpermitted Discharge(s) which violate the District’s 
NPDES Permit or which create a dangerous situation threatening public health, safety and 
welfare, the environment, or the District Sewerage System; 

 
1108.4.7.1.3 Discharge(s) that exceed Local or Categorical 

Discharge Limits and result in damage to the environment; 
 

1108.4.7.1.4 Slug Loads causing Interference, Pass Through, or 
damage to public health, safety and welfare, the environment, or the District Sewerage System; 

 
1108.4.7.1.5 Failure of an Industrial User to notify the District of 

effluent limit violations or Slug Loads which resulted in damage to public health, safety and 
welfare, the environment, or the District Sewerage System; 

 
1108.4.7.1.6 Complete failure of an Industrial User to sample, 

monitor, or report as required by an Administrative Order issued by the District; 
 

1108.4.7.1.7 Failure of an Industrial User to install required 
monitoring equipment per the condition of an Administrative Order issued by the District; 

 
1108.4.7.1.8 An Industrial User’s major violation(s) of a condition 

of the Industrial User’s IWDP condition, this Chapter or an Administrative Order issued by the 
District accompanied by evidence of negligence or intent. 

 
1108.4.7.1.9 Failure of an Industrial User to accurately report the 

Wastewater constituents and characteristics of its Discharge; 
 

1108.4.7.1.10 Failure of an Industrial User to report significant 
changes in operations or the Industrial User’s wastewater volume, constituents, and 
characteristics prior to Discharge; 

 
1108.4.7.1.11 Refusal of an Industrial User to provide the District 

or its representatives with reasonable access to the Industrial User’s Premises for the purpose 
of inspection, monitoring, or sampling; or 

 
1108.4.7.1.12 Failure to pay required fees, fines, penalties, sewer 

service fees and charges, or other costs owed to the District. 
 

1108.4.7.2 Any Industrial User notified of the revocation of the IWDP shall 
immediately stop or eliminate all Discharges into the District Sewerage System. In the event of a 
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failure of the Industrial User to comply voluntarily with the revocation order, the District shall 
take such steps as deemed necessary, including, but not limited to, immediate severance of the 
Industrial User’s connection to the District Sewerage System. 

 
1108.4.7.3 The General Manager or his designee may issue a new IWDP 

upon proof of the Industrial User’s compliance with the Notice of Violation or other enforcement 
orders issued by the District and with the requirements of this Chapter, submission of an IWDP 
application, and payment of all Fees or penalties. 

 
1108.4.8 Notice of Termination of Service 

 
1108.4.8.1 The District may terminate service to an Industrial User for 

good cause, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

1108.4.8.1.1 Discharge(s) cause(s) damage to the District 
Sewerage System or District personnel, endangers the environment, or threatens the public 
health, safety and welfare; 

 

1108.4.8.1.2 Unpermitted discharge(s) which violate the District’s 
NPDES Permit or which create a dangerous situation threatening public health, safety and 
welfare, the environment, or the District Sewerage System; 

 
1108.4.8.1.3 Discharge(s) that exceed local or categorical 

discharge limits and result in damage to the environment; 
 

1108.4.8.1.4 Slug Loads causing Interference, Pass Through, or 
damage to public health, safety and welfare, the environment, or the District Sewerage System; 

 
1108.4.8.1.5 Failure of an Industrial User to notify the District of 

effluent limit violations or Slug Loads which resulted in damage to public health, safety and 
welfare, the environment, or the District Sewerage System; 

 
1108.4.8.1.6 Complete failure of an Industrial User to sample, 

monitor, or report as required by an Administrative Order issued by the District; 
 

1108.4.8.1.7 Failure of an Industrial User to install required 
monitoring equipment per the condition of an Administrative Order issued by the District; 

 
1108.4.8.1.8 An Industrial User’s major violation(s) of a condition 

of the User’s IWDP condition, this Chapter or an Administrative Order issued by the District 
accompanied by evidence of negligence or intent; 

 
1108.4.8.1.9 Failure of an Industrial User to accurately report the 

Wastewater constituents and characteristics of its Discharge; 
 

1108.4.8.1.10 Failure of an Industrial User to report significant 
charges in operations or the Industrial User’s wastewater volume, constituents, and 
characteristics prior to discharge; 

 
1108.4.8.1.11 Refusal of reasonable access to the Industrial 

User’s Premises for the purpose of inspection, monitoring, or sampling; or 
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1108.4.8.1.12 Failure of an Industrial User to pay fees, fines, 
penalties, sewer service fees and charges, or other costs owed to the District. 

 
1108.4.8.2 Such Industrial User will be notified of the proposed 

Termination of Service and offered an opportunity to show cause, pursuant to a Show Cause 
Order, why the proposed Termination of Service action should not be taken by the District. 

 
1108.4.8.3 If a Notice of Termination of Service has been issued, and the 

Industrial User fails to comply voluntarily with the termination notice, the General Manager or his 
designee shall take such steps as deemed necessary, including immediate termination or 
severance of the Industrial User’s sewer service lateral connection, to prevent or minimize 
damage to the District Sewerage System or endangerment to any Person or the environment. 

 
1108.4.8.4 Termination of Service by the District shall not be a bar to, or a 

prerequisite for, the District taking any other enforcement action against the Industrial User. 
The cost of termination and reconnection, if any, shall be paid by such Industrial User. 

 
1108.4.9 Civil Prosecution 

 
1108.4.9.1 An Industrial User who has violated, or continues to violate, 

any provision of this Chapter, an IWDP, or Order issued hereunder, or any other Pretreatment 
Standard or requirement shall be liable to the District for a maximum civil penalty of $25,000 per 
violation, per day. In the case of a monthly or other long-term average discharge limit, penalties 
shall accrue for each day during the period of the violation. 

 
1108.4.9.2 The District may recover reasonable attorneys’ fees, court 

costs, and other expenses associated with enforcement activities, including sampling and 
monitoring expenses, and the cost of any actual damages incurred by the District. 

 
1108.4.9.3 In determining the amount of civil liability, the Court shall take 

into account all relevant circumstances, including, but not limited to, the extent of harm caused 
by the violation, the magnitude and duration of the violation, any economic benefit grained 
through the Industrial User’s violation, corrective actions by the Industrial User, the compliance 
history of the Industrial User, and any other factor as justice requires. 

 
1108.4.9.4 Notwithstanding any other provision of law, all civil penalties 

imposed by the Court for a violation of this Section shall be distributed the District. 
 

1108.4.9.5 Remedies under this Section are in addition to and do not 
supersede or limit any or all other remedies, civil or criminal. 

 
1108.4.10 Criminal Prosecution. An Industrial User who willfully or negligently 

violates any provision of this Chapter, an IWDP, or Order issued hereunder, or any other 
Pretreatment Standard or requirement shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 per violation, per day, or imprisonment for not 
more than 30 days, or both as provided under California Health and Safety Code Section 6523. 

 
1108.4.11 Injunctive Relief. When the District finds that an Industrial User has 

violated, or continues to violate any provision of this Chapter, an IWDP, or Order issued 
hereunder, or any other Pretreatment Standard or requirement, the District may petition the 
Superior Court for the issuance of a temporary restraining order, or a temporary or permanent 
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injunction, as appropriate, which restrains or compels the specific performance of the IWDP, 
Order, or other requirement imposed by this Chapter on activities of the Industrial User. The 
District may also seek such other action as is appropriate for legal and/or equitable relief, 
including a requirement for the Industrial User to conduct environmental remediation. A petition 
for injunctive relief shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking any other action 
against an Industrial User. 

 
1108.4.12 Annual Publication of Significant Violators. The names of all 

Significant Industrial Users which at any time during the previous 12 months were found to be in 
significant noncompliance with applicable Pretreatment Standards, Requirements and this 
Chapter shall be published at least annually in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
service area of the District. 

 
1108.5 Administrative Appeals. Except as may otherwise be provided in this Chapter, 

the following procedures shall be followed by an Industrial User who seeks to appeal an action, 
decision or determination by the District in enforcing this Chapter: 

1108.5.1 Request for Administrative Appeal to the General Manager 

1108.5.1.1 An Industrial User may file with the District Clerk a written 
Request for Appeal to the General Manager. 

 
1108.5.1.2 The request must be filed within 30 days from the date of the 

action, decision or determination being appealed. The request shall specify the action, decision 
or determination complained of and shall state the reasons upon which the request is based. 
Any appeal must include a detailed written explanation of the grounds for appeal in order for the 
request to be considered complete by District staff and ready for administrative review. 

 
1108.5.1.3 The filing of a Request for Appeal to the General Manager by 

an Industrial User shall stay the Industrial User’s duty to correct or otherwise remedy any 
violations of this Chapter being appealed until such time as there is a final decision on the 
matter. 

 
1108.5.1.4 Within 30 days of an Industrial User filing a written request 

pursuant to subsections 1108.5.1.1 through 1108.5.1.3 and on at least 10 days written Notice of 
Hearing to the Industrial User by certified, first class mail, postage prepaid, the General 
Manager shall meet with the Industrial User to hear the Industrial User’s objections. Within 5 
days of said meeting, the General Manager shall deliver a ruling on the matter to the Industrial 
User by certified, first class mail, postage prepaid. In ruling on the matter, the General Manager 
may, in his sole discretion, reverse or modify the District action, decision or determination at 
issue and make any adjustments and impose any conditions deemed just and proper, if he finds 
and determines that the provisions of this Chapter were not properly applied to the matter under 
consideration. 

 
1108.5.1.5 The failure to submit a timely and complete Request for 

Administrative Citation Appeal Hearing Form shall terminate an Industrial User’s right to 
administratively appeal or contest the District’s action, decision or determination. 
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1108.5.2 Request for Administrative Appeal to the District Board 
 

1108.5.2.1 Within 10 calendar days following the date the notice 
of the General Manager’s ruling is served on the appellant, the appellant who initiated the 
Request for Appeal to the General Manager may appeal the General Manager’s ruling to the 
District Board. 

 

1108.5.2.2 An appellant seeking to appeal the General Manager’s 
ruling to the District Board shall file with the Clerk of the Board an original and two copies of a 
Request for Appeal to the District Board which states with particularity the grounds of appeal 
and the specific relief requested. The District Clerk shall note on the original Request for Appeal 
to the District Board the date and time of filing and shall transmit copies of the request to the 
General Manager and the District’s legal counsel. 

 
1108.5.2.3 The District Board shall conduct a hearing on the 

matter at a scheduled Board meeting following the appellant’s filing of the Request for Appeal to 
the District Board, and on at least 10 days written Notice of Hearing to the appellant by certified, 
first class mail, postage prepaid. The Notice of Hearing shall be deemed served on appellant 5 
calendar days from the date the Notice of Hearing was mailed. 

 
1108.5.2.4 The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the 

procedures set forth in Section 1108.5.3 and any other applicable procedures and rules adopted 
by the District. 

 

1108.5.2.5 Within 14 days of the hearing, the District Clerk shall 
serve a copy of the Board’s ruling on the matter to the appellant by certified, first class mail, 
postage prepaid. 

 

1108.5.2.6 In ruling on a matter, the Board may, in its sole 
discretion, affirm, reverse or modify the ruling of the General Manager on the matter. In so 
doing, the Board may make any adjustments and impose any conditions on the appellant in 
order to properly apply the provisions of this Code. 

 
1108.5.2.7 The Board’s ruling on the matter shall be final. 

 
1108.5.3 Administrative Appeal Procedures 

 
1108.5.3.1 Any proceeding by the General Manager or Board of 

Directors under subsection 1108.5 et seq. shall be conducted on the date and at the time and 
location specified in a duly issued notice to the appellant. 

 
1108.5.3.2 Prior to any proceeding before the General Manager or 

District Board pursuant to subsection 1108.5 et seq., all information relevant to the proceeding 
shall be provided by the District staff to the General Manager or District Board, as applicable. 
The District staff shall also provide appellant with copies of all such relevant information. 

 
1108.5.3.3 During any proceeding conducted before the General 

Manager or District Board and pursuant to subsection 1108.5 et seq., the appellant shall be 
allowed to testify, to present witnesses and to present evidence relevant to the matter at issue. 
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1108.5.3.4 Reports prepared by District staff concerning the 
matter at issue shall be accepted by the General Manager or District Board as prima facie 
evidence of the facts stated in such documents. 

 
1108.5.3.5 If a request is made by the appellant or a 

representative of the District setting forth good cause for a continuance, the General Manager or 
District Board, as applicable, may continue a proceeding conducted pursuant to subsection 
1108.5 et seq.. The General Manager or District Board, as applicable, may also, in their 
independent discretion, order that a proceeding conducted pursuant to subsection 1108.5 et 
seq. be continued. 

 

1108.5.3.6 If a continuance is granted, a new hearing date shall 
be set by the General Manager or District Board, as applicable, and specified in a written Notice 
of Continuance. The Notice of Continuance shall be served on the appellant by certified, first- 
class mail, postage prepaid. Service of the Notice of Continuance shall be deemed served on 
appellant 5 calendar days from the date the Notice of Continuance was mailed. The Notice of 
Continuance shall be mailed to the appellant at least 5 calendar days prior to the date of the 
continued Administrative Hearing by certified, first class mail, postage prepaid. If a continuance 
is denied, the General Manager or District Board, as applicable, shall proceed as scheduled. 
The decision of the General Manager or District Board to grant or deny a continuance shall be 
final and is not subject to judicial review. 

 
1108.5.3.7 Any proceedings before the General Manager or 

District Board pursuant to subsection 1108.5 et seq. shall be conducted informally without strict 
adherence to the legal rules of evidence. 

 
1108.5.3.8 Neither the General Manager nor District Board shall 

be required to provide written transcripts of proceedings conducted pursuant to subsection 
1108.5 et seq., but any proceedings before the District Board shall be recorded, either audio or 
video, and the recording of the proceeding shall be made available for a fee not to exceed the 
cost to duplicate and, where applicable, deliver the recording to the requesting party by first- 
class mail. 

 
1108.5.3.9 An Industrial User who files an appeal in accordance 

with subsection 1108.5 et seq. shall attend all scheduled proceedings related to that appeal on 
the date and at the time and location specified by the District in a duly issued notice. Failure by 
an appellant to attend a proceeding shall constitute (i) an abandonment of the appeal, (ii) an 
admission by the appellant that he violated any and all Code provisions at issue; (iii) an 
admission by the appellant that the action, decision or determination of the District at issue is 
valid and enforceable, and (iv) a failure on the part of the appellant to exhaust administrative 
remedies. 

 

1108.5.3.10 In the event an appellant fails to attend a scheduled 
proceeding on the date and at the time and location specified in a duly issued notice, all 
Administrative Fines or Penalties that are at issue, if any, shall become payable on the Effective 
Date of the Fine or, if the Effective Date of the Fine has elapsed, within 10 days of the date the 
appeal on the matter was scheduled to take place. 
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1108.5.4 Notice of Decision 
 

1108.5.4.1 The General Manager or District Board, as applicable, 
shall file with the District Clerk a written Notice of Decision within 10 working days of the 
conclusion of an appeal proceeding conducted in accordance with subsection 1108.5 et seq. 
either upholding or dismissing District’s action, decision or determination. The decision shall list 
the findings in support of the decision. In the event that an Industrial User fails to attend a 
scheduled proceeding under this subsection 1108.5, the Notice of Decision shall note that fact. 

 
1108.5.4.2 The Notice of Decision shall be delivered by the 

District to the appellant by certified, first-class mail, postage prepaid. Service of the Notice of 
Decision shall be deemed served on appellant 5 days from the date the Notice of Decision was 
mailed to the appellant. 

 
1108.6 Remedies Nonexclusive 

 
The remedies provided for in this Chapter are not exclusive. The District may take any, 

all, or any combination of these actions against a noncompliant user. Enforcement of 
pretreatment violations will generally be in accordance with the District’s approved ERP, 
however, the District may take other action against any Industrial User when the circumstances 
warrant. Further, the District is empowered to take more than one enforcement action against 
any noncompliant Industrial User. 

 
1108.7 Judicial Review 

 
1108.7.1 Purpose and Effect. Except as may otherwise be provided in this 

Chapter, in accordance with Section 1094.6 of the California Code of Civil Procedure, limits the 
time within which an action can be brought in Court by an Industrial User seeking judicial review 
of a final decisions by the District Board by means of administrative mandamus to ninety (90) 
days following the Board’s final decision. 

 
1108.7.2 Definitions. As used in this Section, the following terms and words 

shall have the following meanings: 
 

1108.7.2.1 The term “Decision” shall mean final actions, decisions, ruling 
or determinations by the Board after an adjudicatory, administrative hearing on any enforcement 
action taken against an Industrial User pursuant to this Chapter. 

 
1108.7.2.2 The term “Complete Record” shall mean the transcript, if any 

exists, of the proceedings, all pleadings, all notices and orders, any proposed decision by the 
General Manager or his designee, the final decision, all admitted exhibits, all rejected exhibits in 
the possession of the District or its offices or agents, all written evidence, and any other papers 
in the case. 

 

1108.7.2.3 The term “party” shall mean an Industrial User whose IWDP 
has been denied, suspended, or revoked or who has otherwise been subject to a Decision. 

 
1108.7.3 Time Limit for Judicial Review. Judicial review of any decision of the 

District or its officer or agent may be made pursuant to Section 1094.5 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure only if the petition for writ of mandate is filed not later than the ninetieth (90th) day 



11 - 71  

following the date on which the decision becomes final. If there is no provision for 
reconsideration in the procedures governing the proceedings or if the date is not otherwise 
specified, the decision is final on the date it is made. If there is provision for reconsideration, the 
decision is final upon the expiration of the period during which such reconsideration can be 
sought; provided that if reconsideration is sought pursuant to such provision the decision is final 
for the purposes of this Section on the date that reconsideration is rejected. 

 
1108.7.4 Preparation of the Record. The complete record of the proceedings 

shall be prepared by the District officer or agent who made the decision and shall be delivered 
to the petitioner within ninety (90) days after he has filed written request therefore. The District 
may recover from the petitioner its actual costs for transcribing or otherwise preparing the 
record. 

 

1108.7.5 Extension. If the petitioner files a request for the record within ten (10) 
days after the date the decision becomes final, the time within which a petition, pursuant to 
Section 1094.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure, may be filed shall be extended to not later than 
the thirtieth (30th) day following the date on which the record is either personally delivered or 
mailed to the petitioner or the petitioner’s attorney of record, if appropriate. 

 
1108.7.6 Notice.   In making a final decision, the District shall provide notice to 

the party that the time within which judicial review must be sought is governed by Section 
1094.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 

 
1108.8 Unlawful Discharges; Damages & Liability 

 
1108.8.1 Any User who discharges or causes to be discharged into the District 

Sewerage System, either directly or indirectly, any prohibited Waste or Wastewater which 
causes damage or causes detrimental effects, alone or in conjunction with Discharges from 
other sources, to the District Sewerage System and/or the District Sewage Treatment Plant 
processes, or causes the violation of a Discharge requirement or regulation imposed by a 
regulatory agency shall be liable for all damages and costs occasioned thereby, including any 
penalty assessed by a regulatory agency. The damages, costs or penalties assessed shall be 
deemed to be a debt to the District and shall be charged to the User by the General Manager or 
his designee. 

 

1108.8.2 Any User who discharges or causes to be discharged into the District 
Sewerage System, either directly or indirectly, any Waste or Wastewater which creates a 
stoppage, plugging, breakage, permanent reduction in the capacity of a Sewer, or any other 
damage to the District Sewerage System shall be liable for the damage and for excessive 
District Sewerage System maintenance expense occasioned thereby. The expense and the 
damage shall be deemed a debt to the District and shall be charged to the Discharger by the 
General Manager or his designee. Any excessive maintenance expense or any other expenses 
attributable thereto shall be charged to the offending Discharger by the District. 

 
1108.8.3 If the General Manager or his designee finds that any Person has 

discharged any Wastes into the District Sewerage System in violation of the provisions of this 
Chapter or of the Industrial User’s IWDP or any Order issued hereunder, and that such 
Discharge caused increased operating costs or diminished the efficiency of the treatment 
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process, the General Manager or his designee shall estimate the value of the damage and add 
that sum to that Person’s next regular sewer service billing. The items the General Manager or 
his designee shall consider shall include, but not be limited for the following: 

 
1108.8.3.1 The cost of repairs to the District Sewerage System; 

1108.8.3.2 The depreciation of the system due to damages not repaired; 

1108.8.3.3 The extra operating costs; and 

1108.8.3.4 The value of the loss of the District Sewerage System 
operating efficiency based upon the District’s normal operating costs and the extent to which the 
performance of the District’s Sewage Treatment Plant was reduced below normal as a result of 
such improper Discharge to the Sewer. 

 
1108.8.4 Charges imposed on a User pursuant to this subsection 1108.8 are due 

and payable upon receipt of notice thereof. All such charges become delinquent to the extent 
they remain unpaid beyond 30 calendar days from the Industrial User’s receipt of the notice. 
Unpaid charges shall, after 30 calendar days, be assessed a penalty of 10% of the unpaid 
balance, and interest shall accrue thereafter at a rate of 10% per month. This remedy is non- 
exclusive and may be asserted in addition to any other remedy available to the District under 
law. 

 

1108.9 Falsifying Information 
 

1108.9.1 A User who knowingly makes any false statements, representation, or 
certify in any application, record, report, plan or other document filed or required to be 
maintained pursuant to this Chapter or an industrial wastewater discharge permit, or who 
falsifies, tampers with or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method 
required under this Chapter or an IWDP, shall upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not 
more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than six months or by both as provided 
under California Health and Safety Code Section 6523. 

 
SECTION 1109. Miscellaneous Provisions 

1109.1 Severability Clause 

If any provision or clause of this Chapter or the application thereof to any Person or 
circumstance is held to be unconstitutional or to be otherwise invalid by a final judgment of any 
court or competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or clauses or 
application, and to this end, the provisions and clauses of this Chapter are declared to be 
severable. 
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REFERENCES TO ORDINANCES 
Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code of Regulations 

 
Ordinance Number Date Adopted Code Section 

OVSD-64 April 25, 2011 District Code 
OVSD-65 May 23, 2011 District Contract & 

Purchasing Policy 
OVSD-66 May 23, 2011 1002, 1002.1, 1002.1.1, 

1002.1.2, 1002.1.2.1, 
1002.1.2.2, 1002.1.2.3, 
1002.1.3, 1002.1.4, 1002.2, 
1002.2.1, 1002.2.1.1, 
1002.2.1.2, 1002.2.2, 
1002.2.3, 1002.2.4, 1006, 
1006.1, 1006.2, 1006.3, 
1006.4, 1006.5, 1006.7, 
1006.8, 1006.9, 1009.4, 
1012, 1012.1, 1012.2, 
1012.3, 1012.3.1, 1012.3.2, 
1012.3.3, 1012.3.4, 1014.1, 
1014.2, 1014.3, 1014.3.1, 
1014.3.2, 1014.3.3, 
1014.3.4, 1014.3.5, 
1014.3.6, 1014.3.7, 1015 

OVSD-67 June 20, 2011 301.19, 301.20, 301.20.1, 
301.20.2, 301.20.3, Chapter 
3 Appendix B, 1009.5, 
1009.5.1, 1009.5.2, 1009.5.3 

OVSD-68 August 22, 2011 200.6, 200.6.1, 200.6.2, 
200.7 

OVSD-69 June 18, 2012 101.10, 301.6, 301.10, 
301.11.2, 301.12.2, 
301.13.2, 301.16, 301.16.1, 
301.16.2, 301.16.2.1, 
301.16.3, 301.20, 301.20.1, 
301.20.2, 301.20.3, 301.21, 
302.7.1, Chapter 3 
Appendix A, 1000, 1002.1, 
1002.2, 1008, 1008.1 , 
1008.2, 1008.3, 1009.5, 
1009.5.3, 1014.2, 1014.3.1, 
1015 

OVSD-70 June 18, 2012 Chapter 3 Appendix B, 
Chapter 3 Appendix D, 
302.8.3.1 
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REFERENCES TO ORDINANCES 
Ojai Valley Sanitary District Code of Regulations 

 
Ordinance Number Date Adopted Code Section 

OVSD-71 June 17, 2013 302.8.3.1, 302.8.3.1.1, 
302.8.3.1.2, 302.8.3.1.3, 
302.8.3.1.4, 302.8.3.1.5, 
302.8.3.1.6, 302.8.3.1.7, 
302.8.3.1.8, 302.8.3.1.9, 
302.8.3.1.10, 302.8.3.1.11, 
302.8.3.1.12, 302.8.3.1.13 
Chapter 3 Appendix C 
Chapter 3 Appendix D 

OVSD-72 June 17, 2013 200.6, 200.6.1, 200.6.2, 
200.7, 

OVSD-73 April 28, 2014 200.6, 200.6.1, 200.6.2, 
200.7, 

OVSD-74 April 27, 2015 200.6, 200.6.1, 200.6.2, 
200.7, 

OVSD-75 May 18, 2015 101.10, 301.11.4, 301.12.4, 
301.13.4, 301.16, 301.20, 
302.4.1, 302.4.2, 302.6.4, 
302.7.4, 302.8.3.1.14, 
Chapter 3 Appendix D, 303, 
608, 309, 915, 916, 917, 
919, 1007, 1008, 1009, 102, 
1014.3.2 

OVSD-76 May 18, 2015 Chapter 11 
OVSD-77 June 22, 2015 Chapter 3 Appendix C 
OVSD-78 Sept. 28, 2015 409 
OVSD-79 January 22, 2018 Moratorium on Permitting 

2nd Units/ADUs – January 
22 to June 22, 2018 

OVSD-79.1 June 25, 2018 Extend Moratorium on 
Permitting 2nd Units/ADUs 
– June 22 to October 22, 
2018 

OVSD-79.2 Oct. 22, 2018 Extend Moratorium on 
Permitting 2nd Units/ADUs 
– October 22 to Nov. 30, 
2018 

OVSD-80 Jan. 28, 2019 Update for State ADU Laws 
OVSD-81 June 17, 2019 Chapter 3 Appendix C 
OVSD-82 April 26, 2021 101.10, Chapter 1 Appendix 

A, 301.4, 302.7.1 
OVSD-83 June 21, 2021 Chapter 3 Appendix C 

 



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWW.0jaisan.org

June 23, 2021 INVOICE No. 82-30-2021

The Vane Family Trust RE: New Manufactured Home-
30 La Cumbra Street (1) Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Oak View, CA 93022 30B La Cumbra

Oak View, CA 93022
APN 033-0-190-175

Description Unit Price Total

Permit/Plan Check/Inspection Fees (1) Capacity Unit - ADU $ 475.00

Treatment Plant Capacity Fee $3,906.55

Trunk Sewer Line Capacity Fee $2,254.49

Local Sewer Service Capacity Fee $6,017.04

®© sf
NN

Total Balance due by July 23, 2021 $12,653.08

\\OVSD-Archive1\My Documents\CUSTOMER SERVICE\BILLING CHARGES - Letters etc\033-0-190-075 30 La Cumbra
OV VANE June21 INV .docx



30 La Cumbra OV
June 23, 2021
Page 2

*301.4 Application of Capacity Charges
b. ADUs Subject to Proportional Capacity Charges and Connection Fees.

An ADU is subjectto the District's Capacity Charges set forth herein if it does not meet the exempt
conditions in 301.4(b) above. If the ADU is subject to the District's connection fees, the District
shall impose a connection fee on the ADU proportional to the ADU’s burden on the District's
wastewater system. The ADU Connection Fee shall be calculated by counting the number of
drainage fixture units (DFUs) in the proposed ADU and dividing the number of counted DFUs in
the proposed ADU by the District's applicable Capacity Unit for a Single Dwelling Unit (25 DFUs)
and multiply this ratio by the District's current capacity charge and connection fee.

** Per email conversation with Laurie Johnson, you may also decide to finance these fees. Please
confirm which Term Option you are interested in and have the Contract signed and completed by
the July 31, 2021 due date.



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWWw.0ojaisan.org

June 23, 2021

The Vane Family Trust
Richard H. and Larisa V. Vane TTEES
30 La Cumbra Street
Oak View, CA 93022

RE: 033-0-190-175
New Manufactured Home-Dwelling Unit (ADU)
30 La Cumbra Street Oak View, CA 93022

Dear Property Owners,

Thank you for meeting with Travis Fisher, our Inspector, on May 24, 2021 for a fixture unit
count for the new ADU.

In accordance with the newly adopted Ordinance OVSD-82%, the fixture unit count has been uti-
lized to determine the current fees due for the ADU. They are as follows:

Application/Plans/Inspection Fees ................ $ 475.00
Treatment Plant Capacity Charges ............... $ 3,906.55
Trunk Sewer Capacity Charges ................... $ 2,254.49
Local Sewer Capacity Charges ...........cc.cc.... $ 6.017.04

Total Due ......cccvenueen. $12,653.08%**

All future sewer service billing for this dwelling unit-ADU will be added to the Property Tax
Billing Statement beginning on July 1, 2021, as we do with the Main Dwelling. Please make this
payment in full within 30 days, July 23, 2021.

Feel free to contact Laurie Johnson, our Customer Service Representative with any questions.
She can be reached at 805-646-5548 or Laurie.johnson @ojaisan.org.

Thank you,

Alis ung
Administrative Officer



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWW.0jaisan.org

June 23, 2021 INVOICE No. 82-30-2021

The Vane Family Trust RE: New Manufactured Home-
30 La Cumbra Street (1) Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Oak View, CA 93022 30B La Cumbra

Oak View, CA 93022
APN 033-0-190-175

Description Unit Price Total

Permit/Plan Check/Inspection Fees (1) Capacity Unit - ADU $ 475.00

Treatment Plant Capacity Fee $3,906.55

Trunk SewerLine Capacity Fee $2,254.49

Local Sewer Service Capacity Fee $6,017.04

sail — pAYMENT
PLEASE REMIT VV

Total Balance due by July 23, 2021 $12,653.08
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Exhibit B   
220627 County Requires Will-Serve Letter 

56-2022-00567385-CU-WM-VTA 



1

info@vane.us

From: Hawkins, Ginger <Ginger.Hawkins@ventura.org>
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 9:13 AM
To: info@vane.us
Subject: RE: What permits are required to get a building permit for an ADU in Ventura County?

You’re Welcome! 
 

From: info@vane.us <info@vane.us>  
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 8:52 AM 
To: Hawkins, Ginger <Ginger.Hawkins@ventura.org> 
Subject: RE: What permits are required to get a building permit for an ADU in Ventura County? 
 

WARNING: If you believe this message may be malicious use the Phish Alert Button to report it or forward 
the message to Email.Security@ventura.org. 

 
Thank you Ginger! 
 

From: Hawkins, Ginger <Ginger.Hawkins@ventura.org>  
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 8:24 AM 
To: info@vane.us 
Subject: RE: What permits are required to get a building permit for an ADU in Ventura County? 
 
Good Morning, 
 
The first “Will‐Serve” letter you will need to obtain is the “Water” will‐serve from the water purveyor in your area – and 
this letter will have to be approved by Public Works. 
 
If your property is on a Well ‐  you will need an approval letter from  Public Works Water Shed and Environmental 
Health. 
 
If you plan to install a septic system, you will need to submit an application to Environmental Health.  We require the 
receipt from Environmental Health that you have submitted your application. 
 
If you are using  public sanitation  ‐ we require a “Will‐Serve” letter from that District prior to permit issuance. 
 
Hope this helps, 
 

Ginger Hawkins 
Permit Processing Technician II 
ginger.hawkins@ventura.org 
 
County of Ventura, Resource Management Agency, Building and Safety Division 
800 S. Victoria Ave., Ventura, CA 93009‐1720 
Phone: Primary (805) 654‐2771       
              Secondary (805) 767‐0771   
www.ventura.org/rma/build_safe/ 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit C   
ADU-Placement-Configurations  

56-2022-00567385-CU-WM-VTA 



 
Scenarios for the Addition of 

Connection Fees and Capacity 
Charges with Respect to ADUs 
 
 
(5) For an accessory dwelling unit that is not described in 
subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision €, a local 
agency, special district, or water corporation may require a new 
or separate utility connection directly between the accessory 
dwelling unit and the utility. Consistent with Section 66013, the 
connection may be subject to a connection fee or capacity charge 
that shall be proportionate to the burden of the proposed accessory 
dwelling unit, based upon either its square feet or the number of 
its drainage fixture unit (DFU) values, as defined in the Uniform 
Plumbing Code adopted and published by the International 
Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, upon the 
water or sewer system. This fee or charge shall not exceed the 
reasonable cost of providing this service. 
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2020 - 21 VENTURA COUNTY SECURED TAX STATEMENT
STEVEN HINTZ, TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR Bee PHONE SERVICE AGENCY RATE PER $100 AMOUNT-

805-654-3181 PROP 13 MAXIMUM 1% TAX 1.000000 1039.06800 SOUTH VICTORIA AVE
805-383-1981 UNI SCH BD OJAI 0.016200 16.83VENTURA, CA 93009-1290 805-383-1981 VTACOMMCOLLEGEBD 0.015000 15.58
805-383-1981 UNI SCH BD OJAI #2 0.031200 32.42
805-649-2251 CASITAS MUN WTR BD 0.006437 6.69

Alda aden! TEEedeeT“teeeneeee"* AUTO™SCH 5-DIGIT 93023 Tray 25 : Piece 6695
Vane Richard H-Larisa V Tr
30 La Cumbra St
Oak View CA 93022-9514

GENERALTAX TOTAL: $1,110.58

MERoKicoonn JANUARY teoans
PHONE SERVICE AGENCY DIST / ZONE AMOUNT

, 805-672-2106 ZN1 UNINC NPDES 1454 1.52VANE RICHARD H-LARISA V TR 805-672-2106 ZN1 UNINC WPD NPDES 1420 4.36
805-654-2816 VECTOR CONTROL 0301 5.80
805-672-2106 ZN1 FLDCTRL MAINT 1404 21.38SITUS/ADDRESS 800-273-5167 OAKVIEW SCHOOL PRESERV 1741 75.66

30 LACUMBRA 805-646-5548 OJAI VLY SANI-OAK VIEW

—
0402 703.68

If you have questions,
Visit venturapropertytax.org or Call (805) 654-3744

ASSESSOR INFORMATION (805) 654-2181 PROPERTY VALUES
LAND/MINERALS 29,134

IMPROVEMENTS 74,772
PERS. PROP

TOTALS 103,906

LESS HOMEOWNER'S EXEMP
OTHER EXEMPTION

NET TOTAL 103,906 DIRECT ASSESSMENT TOTAL: $812.40
TAX RATE AREA|PARCEL/I.D.NUMBER|STATEMENTNO.| MAIL CODE 4ST INSTALLMENT 2ND INSTALLMENT TOTAL

70028 033-0-190-075 3225150 $961.49 $961.49 $1,922.98
PAY BY: DECEMBER 10, 2020 PAY BY: APRIL 12, 2021

Return Couponwith Pay

SECURED TAX PAYMENT 2020-2021 2ND INSTALLMENT AMOUNT DUE $961.49
DUE BY FEBRUARY1, 2021
TAX PLUS PENALTY $1,087.63

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.|STATEMENT NO. MAIL CODE ree eenes
033-0-190-075 3225150

Make check payable to:
VC TAX COLLECTOR

COUNTY.OF VENTURAPlease put Assessor's Parcel Number on checkP
TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR

‘i PO BOX 511792nd installment cannotbe paid until after . LOS ANGELES, CA 90051-5479payment ofthe 1st installment.

63225150204122100000096149000001087b30330190075000001

Return Coupon with
SECURED TAX PAYMENT 2020-2021 1ST INSTALLMENT AMOUNT DUE $961.49

DUE BY NOVEMBER1, 2020

TAX PLUS PENALTY $1,057.63
IF PAID AFTER DECEMBER10, 2020ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.|STATEMENT NO. MAIL CODE

033-0-190-075 3225150

Make check payable to:patapca COUNTY OF VENTURAr NiPlease put Assessor's Parcel Numberon check
TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR

To pay full tax, return both payment coupons by LOSANGELES CA 90051-5479DEC 10, 2020 with payment amount of $1,922.98

63225150112102000000096149000001057630330190075000005



IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION.
Taxes and Computation: The Tax Collector does not determine the amount of taxes you pay. Tax rates and values are established in accordance with

Proposition 13, plus any indebtedness approved bythe voters prior to July 1, 1978, or bonded indebtedness for the acquisition or improvement of real property
approved by two-thirdsof the voters onorafter June 4, 1986, plus any Direct Assessments.

Taxes are Due:It is the property owner's responsibility to ensure taxes are paid timely. The annual secured bill contains two payment coupons. Please remit

coupons with payments in the enclosed envelope. A second notice will NOTbe mailed.

(a) First Installment: Due November1, delinquentif postmarked after December 10. A 10% penalty is added to delinquent accounts.
(b) Second Installment: Due February 1, delinquentif postmarked after April 10. A 10% penalty plus a $30.00 delinquentcostfee is added to delinquent accounts.

(c) If December10 or April 10 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or Holiday, the time of delinquency is 5:00 P.M., or the close of business, whicheveris later, on the
next business day.
(d) Taxes remaining unpaid after June 30 of thefirst year of delinquency will become defaulted and incur additional penalties and fees.

Delinquent Prior Year Taxes: If this notation appears on the face of your statement, it indicates there are delinquent taxes which constitute a lien against this
property that are not included in this bill. After June 30 ofthefirst year of delinquency, a $15.00 redemption fee is added, plus penalties of 1.5% per month to the

time of redemption.

Payment of Taxes: Payments should bein the exact amount of the total due. Partial payments will be returned and appropriate penalties will be added. Taxes
maybe paid by mail, in person or online at venturapropertytax.org.

(a) Check, Cashier's Check, Money Order: Accepted in person, mailed to the payment processing center, or mailed to the Ventura office. Payment should be
made to VC Tax Collector. Remittance by mail must be USPS postmarked on or before the delinquent date to avoid penalty. Funds are electronically deposited
and may be withdrawn from your account the same day your paymentis received.
(b) Cash: Accepted in person at the Ventura Office orat the satellite office during business hours. Do not mail cash.
(c) Electronic Check: May be made online at venturapropertytax.org. Processor fees may apply (Note - processor fees are not collected by the Ventura County
Tax Collector). Electronic check payments are given a confirmation receipt upon completion. It may take several days for the processing to complete and the

paymentis based on the information input by the taxpayer. If account or routing numbers are entered incorrectly, it may result in a returned paymentin which
additional penalties and fees may apply.
(d) Credit Card: May be madein personor online at venturapropertytax.org. Processor fees may apply (Note - processor fees are not collected by the Ventura

County Tax Collector).
(e) Online Banking: Online Bill Pay made through your bankinginstitution must include your parcel number(s) and be received by the Tax Collector on or before
the delinquency date to avoid penalties. Your banking transaction may not be processed the same day you submit the request and may not be USPS

postmarked, which could result in delinquency. Please ensure to process your payment well in advance ofthe delinquency date to minimize the potential for late
penalties.
(f) EFT/Wires: Pursuant to R&T §2503.2, payments made in large aggregate amounts maybe required to pay via EFT or Wire.

Charge for Returned Payments: A $50.00 charge per statement will be added for all items returned by the bank for any reason.

Tax Bill; FAILURE TO RECEIVE A TAX BILL DOES NOT RELIEVE THE TAXPAYER OF HIS/HER RESPONSIBILITY of paymentor constitute cause for
cancellation of penalty and cost charges in cases of delinquency (CA R&T Code §2610.5). Mailing of the tax bill is extended to those taxpayers who have
provided the County Assessorwith the proper mailing address. If you do not receive tax bills for all of your properties, contact the Tax Collector or go online at
venturapropertytax.org to retrieve duplicate copies.

Property Transfer: If this property has been sold, return this bill to the Tax Collector, or as a courtesy, please forward the taxbill to the new owner.

Property Tax Assistance for SeniorCitizens, Blind or Disabled Persons: The State budgetdid not include funding for the Gonsalves-Deukmejian- Petris
Senior Citizens Property Tax Assistance Law, which provides direct cash assistance. The Franchise Tax Board (FTB) will not issue Homeowner and Renter
Assistance (HRA) Program instruction booklets and will not accept HRA claims. For the most current information on the HRA Program, go to ftb.ca.gov and
search for "hra". If you have any questions, call (916) 845-4022.

Property Tax Postponement for SeniorCitizens, Blind, or Disabled Persons: The State Controller's Office (SCO) administers the Property Tax Postponement
(PTP) program, which allows eligible homeowners to postpone paymentof current-year property taxes on their primary residence. PTP applications are accepted
from October 1 to February 10 each year.

Go to the SCO website at http://www.sco.ca.gov/ardtax_prop_tax_postponement.html for more information. If you have any questions, call (800) 952-5661 or
email postponement@sco.ca.gov.

Parcel Tax Exemption: Commencing on January 1, 2020, AB 2458 is enacted to provide information to the taxpayer regarding school district parcel tax
exemption. Information regarding school districts placing a parcel tax on the County property tax bill can be located on our website at venturapropertytax.org.

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

Address Changes:To submit a change of mailing address, visit http://assessor.countyofventura.org

Change of Ownership: Any person acquiring an interest in real property or a manufactured home subject to property tax is required to file a Change of
Ownership Statementwith the County Assessor within 90 days of the change.

Homeowner's Exemption: Homeowners who own and occupy a property as their primary residence as of 12:01 A.M. on January 1st are eligible for a
Homeowner's Exemption. If you qualify and have notfiled a claim, contact the Ventura County Assessor. If you are currently receiving a Homeowner's Exemption
and you no longer own or occupythis property as your primary residence asof 12:01 A.M. on January 1st, you must notify the County Assessor by December
10th to avoid a penalty.

Informal Review Process: The County Assessor establishesall property values. Pursuant to R&T Code Section 2611.6(j)(1), if a taxpayer disagrees with the
assessed value as shown onthe tax bill, the taxpayer has the right to an informal assessment review by contacting the Assessor's Office by phone at (805)
654-2181, by fax at (805) 645-1305 or by email from their website: assessor.countyofventura.org. The Assessor's Office is located at the GovernmentCenter, Hall

of Administration, 800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009.

Assessment Appeals: The deadline to protest the value assessed January 1, 2020byfiling an Assessment Appeal Application for the 2020 regular filing period
has passed. If you disagree with the assessed value onthe taxbill, please contact the Assessor's Office at (805) 654-2181 to request an informal assessment
review. Assessment Appeal filing period information was provided on the Value Notices mailed from the Assessor's Office to all Ventura County real property
owners before August 1, 2020. Complete information on filing an Assessment Appeal Application is available on the Clerk of the Board's webpage at
www.ventura.org/cob/aab, at the Clerk of the Board Office located at 800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura or by calling (805) 654-2251. It is important to know the
Assessment Appeals Board or Hearing Officer cannot grant or deny exemptions.
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2021 - 22 VENTURA COUNTY SECURED TAX STATEMENT

: ERG ki se 3181 po oaan 1% TakTo oh?x - ¢ i900 SOUTH VICTORIA AVE
805-383-1981 UNI SCH BD OJAI 0.025800 27.08

VENTURA, CA 93009-1290 805-383-1981 VTA COMM COLLEGEBD 0.014800 15.54
805-383-1981 UNI SCH BD OJAI #2 0.022100 23.20
805-383-1981 UNI SCH BD OJAI #3 0.015900 16.69
805-649-2251  CASITAS MUN WTR BD 0.006805 7.14

sssssssssress AUTOALL FOR AADC 931 Tray 81 : Piece 16459
Vane Richard H-Larisa V Tr
4835 Via Aciando
Camarillo CA 93012-4047
pore Ep Ey ea OgEOge yg tee

GENERAL TAX TOTAL: $1,139.46

PHONE SERVICE AGENCY DIST | ZONE AMOUNT
ONE EDERECORD EAT tanm) 805-672-2108 ZN1 UNINC NPDES 1454 152VANE RICHARD H-LARISA V TR 805-672-2108 ZN1 UNINC WPD NPDES 1420 436

805-654-2816 VECTOR CONTROL 0301 5.96
805-672-2108  ZN1 FLDCTRL MAINT 1404 21.38

SITUS/ADDRESS 800-273-5167 OAKVIEW SCHOOL PRESERV 1741 77.38
30 LA CUMBRA 805-646-5548 OJAI VLY SANI-OAK VIEW 0402 1438.08

If you have questions,
Visit venturapropertytax.org or Call (805) 654-3744

ASSESSOR INFORMATION (805) 654-2181 PROPERTY VALUES
LAND/MINERALS 29435

IMPROVEMENTS 75,546

PERSONAL PROP
TOTALS 104,981

LESS HOMEOWNER'S EXEMP
OTHER EXEMPTION

NET TOTAL 104.981 DIRECT ASSESSMENT TOTAL: $1,548.68

TAX RATE AREA|PARCEL/LD.NUMBER|STATEMENT NO.| MAIL CODE 1ST INSTALLMENT 2ND INSTALLMENT TOTAL

70028 033-0-190-075 3221760 $1,344.07 $1,344.07 $2,688.14
PAY BY: DECEMBER 10, 2021 PAY BY: APRIL 11, 2022

g Return Ci with Pay

SECURED TAX PAYMENT 2021-2022 2ND INSTALLMENT AMOUNT DUE $1,344.07
DUE BY FEBRUARY 1, 2022

TAX PLUS PENALTY $1,508.47
11

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.|STATEMENT NO. MAIL CODE
[GRAD SFIER APRIL 2022

033-0-190-075 3221760

Make check payable to:
VC TAX COLLECTOR

COUNT OEEPlease put Assessor's Parcel Number on checkP TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR
PO BOX 511792nd installment cannot be paid until after

payment of the 1st installment. LOS ANGELES, CA 90051-5479

£322176020411220000013440700000150847033019007500000k

Return C n with
Pay

SECURED TAX PAYMENT 2021-2022 1ST INSTALLMENT AMOUNT DUE $1,344.07
DUE BY NOVEMBER 1, 2021

TAX PLUS PENALTY $1,478.47
IF PAID AFTER DECEMBER 10, 2021

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.|STATEMENT NO. MAIL CODE

033-0-190-075 3221760

Make check payable to:
VC TAX COLLECTOR

COUNTY OF VENTURAPlease put Assessor's Parcel Number on check

To pay full tax, return both payment coupons by
DEC 10, 2021 with payment amount of $2,688.14

TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR
PO BOX 51179
LOS ANGELES, CA 90051-5479

£3221760112102100000134407000001478470330190075000001
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201217 Californians Letter to R. Kwong  
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MATTHEW GELFAND, COUNSEL 
MATT@CAFORHOMES.ORG 

TEL: (213) 739-8206 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 December 17, 2020  

 
Robert N. Kwong, Esq. 
District Legal Counsel, Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
Arnold LaRochelle Mathews VanConas & Zirbel, LLP 
300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 2100 
Oxnard, CA 93036 
Email: rkwong@atozlaw.com 
 

RE: Unlawful connection fees for accessory dwelling units 

Dear Mr. Kwong: 

Californians for Homeownership is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization devoted to using 
impact litigation to address California’s housing crisis.  I am writing as part of our work monitoring 
local agency compliance with California’s laws regarding accessory dwelling units (ADUs). 

We recently became aware that the District is charging unlawful connection fees in 
connection with the development of ADUs.  Specifically, the District is charging ADUs (other 
than interior conversions) the ordinary connection fees that it would charge for a new residential 
use.  Instead, “[a]n accessory dwelling unit shall not be considered by a local agency, special 
district, or water corporation to be a new residential use for purposes of calculating connection 
fees or capacity charges,” and these ADUs much be charged (at most) a fee “proportionate to the 
burden of the proposed accessory dwelling unit, based upon either its square feet or the number of 
its drainage fixture unit (DFU) values.”  Gov. Code § 65852.2(f).   

If the District does not immediately discontinue this practice, we intend to sue the District 
on behalf of the important public interest in the creation of new housing in the region.  We have 
public interest standing to sue the District in a writ action. Save the Plastic Bag Coal. v. City of 
Manhattan Beach, 52 Cal. 4th 155 (2011).  For the same reason, if we sue the District, we expect 
to be able to recover our attorneys’ fees under Code of Civil Procedure Section 1021.5. 

The District’s obligations under state ADU law are explained in detail in the November 23, 
2020 letter (attached here) from Shannan West, Land Use & Planning Unit Chief at the state 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  HCD has authority to interpret and 
enforce the state ADU laws.  Gov. Code §§ 65852.2(h), (i).  If we are forced to litigate against the 
District, the District will be stuck explaining to a court why it should ignore the plain language of 
state law, as well as HCD’s interpretation. 

I am aware of your prior statements about the conflict between state ADU law and 
California’s constitutional and statutory rules for fair apportionment of utility costs.  Your remarks 
vastly overcomplicated the issue.  The Legislature has simply added the development of an ADU, 
without paying traditional residential connection fees, to the bundle of rights possessed by every 
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homeowner in the state.  Because every homeowner is equally entitled to develop such an ADU 
without paying capacity charges, there is no unfairness.  The fact that some homeowners choose 
not to avail themselves of this right does not make it unfair for those homeowners to pay the same 
capacity charge as those who choose to do so.   

Nor is the District required to achieve perfect fairness in its fee structure.  The District does 
not, for example, conduct a detailed analysis to determine the exact expected occupancy level of a 
home to determine the fair fee it can charge; it simply charges a flat fee for each new residential 
use.  It is no more unfair to exempt ADUs from paying new fees than it is to charge the same fee 
for a home that will be occupied by two residents as a home that will be occupied by six.  Under 
state law, an ADU is simply not a new residence; it is an accessory use that expands the occupancy 
of a residence through an attached or detached structure. 

If the District’s capacity charges are insufficient to account for the fact that homeowners 
can now build ADUs alongside their primary dwellings, the District should adjust the capacity 
charges for each new primary residential connection, not attempt to charge for primary connections 
a second time in violation of state law.  And, of course, the District remains free to charge monthly 
or annual usage fees to account for the cost of an ADU’s actual use of the District’s system. 

At the December 17, 2018 meeting of the District’s Board of Directors, you told the Board 
that “most sanitation districts in the State are not changing their regulations in response to the new 
State ADU laws; they are waiting for a court action to occur to reconcile the conflict between these 
and other State laws.”  That is not remotely true.  We have discussed these laws with around 150 
local agencies over the last year, and never—not once—has any other agency expressed concerns 
about the legal conflict you described in that meeting.  The District is way out on a limb. 

Time is of the essence.  The public record reflects that the District has known about these 
laws for years, and has been under investigation by HCD for months, but is continuing to charge 
unlawful fees today.  Homeowners in the District have waited far too long for the District to come 
into compliance with state ADU law, and the District has taken advantage of their limited legal 
and financial resources to overcharge them.  We demand that you respond to this letter by 
December 21, 2020 confirming that the District will discontinue applying any capacity charge to 
any ADU until it has developed a method for charging a legally permissible fee and confirmed the 
validity of that method with HCD.   

If we do not hear from you, we will begin preparing for litigation.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please do not hesitate to give me a call at (213) 739-8206. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Matthew Gelfand 
 
cc: Jeff Palmer, General Manager (by email to jeff.palmer@ojaisan.org) 
 Alison Young, Administrative Officer (by email to alison.young@ojaisan.org) 
 Richard Nack, Operations Manager (by email to rick.nack@ojaisan.org) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES AND HOUSING AGENCY            GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
2020 W. El Camino Avenue, Suite 500 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
(916) 263-2911 / FAX (916) 263-7453 
www.hcd.ca.gov 

 
 
November 23, 2020 
 
 
Jeff Palmer  
General Manager 
Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
1072 Tico Road 
Ojai, CA 93023 
 
Dear Jeff Palmer: 
 
RE: Ojai Valley Sanitary District’s Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Fees and 
Charges – Letter of Technical Assistance 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide technical assistance to the Ojai Valley 
Sanitary District (OVSD or District) regarding the development of legally permissible 
connection fees and capacity charges as applied to accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs) under the State ADU Law (Gov. Code, §§ 65852.2, 65852.22.) during the 
current housing crisis. The California Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) appreciates that the changes in the law are complicated and 
have been evolving quickly in recent years. HCD hopes that the following technical 
assistance is useful to the District and assists OVSD in expeditiously bringing its 
practices and regulations into compliance with state law.  
 
Most of the mandates contained in State ADU Law apply to local agencies (cities, 
counties, or cities and counties) rather than districts (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. 
(j)(5).) There are key provisions of State ADU Law that apply to districts, however. 
These sections delineate the permissible connection fees or capacity charges for a 
new ADU. State ADU Law places significant limits on two kinds of fees: (1) impact 
fees and (2) connection fees and capacity charges. OVSD’s regulations and 
practices appear to exceed the limitations on the latter. These fees are prohibited in 
some cases and limited in others. 
 
ADUs for which no separate “connection” may be required and no connection 
fee or capacity charge may be imposed 
 
ADUs constructed entirely within an existing single family home or other accessory 
structure that satisfies the requirements of Government Code section 65852.2, 
subdivision (e), are exempt from any requirement to install a new or separate sewer 
connection; they are also exempt from connection fee or capacity charge (Gov. 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/
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Code, § 65852.2, subds. (e)(1)(A) and (f)(4). See also HCD’s ADU Handbook1 
September 2020, at pp. 13-14.) OVSD’s regulations appear to acknowledge these 
mandates under state law (District Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, s. 301.4.).  
 
ADUs for which a “connection” or “capacity” fee may be charged 
 
ADUs that are not described in Government Code section 65852.2, subdivision (e), 
may be subject to a new utility connection directly between the ADU and the utility. 
If such a connection is mandated, then a fee or charges may be imposed but shall 
not exceed the estimated reasonable cost of providing the service for which the fee 
or charge is imposed. (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f)(5) and Gov. Code, § 
66013.) State ADU Law places two important restrictions on the imposition of such 
fees or charges: 

(1) State ADU Law expressly prohibits local agencies, special districts, and 
water corporations from considering ADUs as a new residential use for the 
purposes of calculating connection fees or capacity charges for utilities, 
including water and sewer services. (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f).)  

(2) State ADU Law prescribes in detail the method by which the fees may be 
calculated and assessed. Such fees may be assessed only proportionate to 
the burden of the ADU based upon its “square feet or the number of its 
drainage fixture unit (DFU) values.” (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f)(5).)  

The effect of these two provisions is that the District may not treat an ADU the 
same as it would a single-family home and charge the same fee. In this context, 
“proportionate” is to be determined in comparison to a similar fee for a single-family 
dwelling (Gov. Code, § 65852.2, subd. (f)(5); HCD’s Accessory Dwelling Unit 
Handbook September 2020, at pp. 13-14.). Thus, for example, using a square-foot 
approach, a capacity fee for a 1,000 square foot ADU would be expected to be 
about half of the capacity fee for a 2,000 square foot single family home. Likewise, 
using a drainage-fixture approach, an ADU with 10 drainage fixtures would be 
charged about one-third of the capacity fee of a single-family home with 30 
drainage fixtures. (See HCD’s ADU Handbook September 2020, at pp. 13-14.) 
 
The District’s regulations do not comply with these requirements and thus appear to 
be impermissible. While the District’s regulations apply a drainage-fixture approach 
for commercial uses, they treat all residential uses equally. (Compare, for instance, 
District Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, s. 301.12.1 with s. 301.12.2.) This is true 
for Treatment Plant Capacity Charges (s. 301.11.1), for Truck Sewer Capacity 
Charges (s. 301.12.1), and Local Sewer Capacity Charges (s. 301.13.1).  
There is no suggestion in the regulations that fees or charges are based on the 
proportionate burden based on either square feet or drainage feature units for 

 
1 HCD’s ADU Handbook can be referenced here: https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/docs/adu-ta-
handbook-final.pdf.  

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/docs/adu-ta-handbook-final.pdf
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/docs/adu-ta-handbook-final.pdf
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ADUs. Rather, single family homes and ADUs are treated interchangeably. This 
appears to be borne out in the District’s practices; as HCD understands it, the 
District charges a combined connection fee of roughly $16,000 for all residential 
uses, including ADUs, regardless of their size or their proportionate burden on the 
district using the methodology prescribed by law. The District’s regulations and 
current fee structure is not legally sound, subjects the District to significant legal 
risk, is serving as a significant impediment to housing in this current housing crisis, 
and must be modified to conform to statute. 
 
We appreciate the District’s efforts to comply with State ADU Law and welcome the 
opportunity to assist the District in fully and expeditiously complying with State ADU 
Law. Please feel free to contact Greg Nickless, of our staff, at (916) 274-6244 or 
greg.nickless@hcd.ca.gov.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Shannan West  
Land Use & Planning Unit Chief 
 
 
cc: Robert N. Kwong 

Arnold LaRochelle Mathews 
VanConas & Zirbell LLP 

 
David Pai 
Department of Justice 
Office of the Attorney General 
 
 

 
 

mailto:greg.nickless@hcd.ca.gov
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OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842
WWW.0jaisan.org

NOTICE OF VIOLATION

August 24, 2021
Please Reply To: Jeff Palmer, General Manager

Ojai Valley Sanitary District
The Vane Family Trust 1072 Tico Road
Richard H. and Larisa V. Vane TTEES Ojai, California 93023
30 La Cumbra Street Email: jeff.palmer@ojaisan.org
Oak View, CA 93022 Tel: (805) 646-5548

Violation No.: 2021-0410
Property Address: 30 La Cumbra Street Oak View, CA
Assessor's Parcel No.: 033-0-190-175

Dear Property Owners:

The District has determined that a violation of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District ordinances exists on the above
referenced property. The following condition which constitutes a violation of the Ojai Valley Sanitary District
Code of Regulations identified by chapter and section number: Unpermitted connection of a structure to
the District's sewer system in violation of OVSD Code Chapter 6, Section 608.

Based on your application and drawings of the plans received on February 1, 2021, and from our inspection of
the 2" dwelling unit-ADU on May 24, 2021, the fees due the Ojai Valley Sanitary District in accordance with
OVSD-82, came to a total of $12,653.08. A billing statement letter was mailed to you on June 23, 2021, copy
attached. No payment was received on or by the due date of July 23, 2021 and no payment has been received
since that time.

The violation must be corrected within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter, (Thursday,
September 23, 2021).

We understand you may have questions regarding your parcel and the permitting process. Please feel free to
contact Jeff Palmer, our General Manager referenced above, or Laurie Johnson, our Customer Service
Representative, at 805-646-5548 or Laurie.johnson @ ojaisan.org.

For further information and a complete copy of the District Rules and Regulations, visit our website
www.ojaisan.org.

Dr
OVSD-Archive1\My Documents\CUSTOMER SERVICE\NON PERMITTED
Cumbra VANE Aug2021.doc

EWER CONNECTIONS\NOTICE of VIOLATIONS\033-0-190-175 30 La



The District will work closely with you to evaluate your compliance alternatives. If you need additional
time beyond the specified deadlines to correct the violation, we can discuss the possibility of a continuance. If

you wish to discuss this matter in person, please call for an appointment to be sure | am available. Please
reference the violation number (VIOLATION NO.: 2021-0410) in all verbal and written inquiries or replies. You
may request copies of the pertinent material regarding this enforcement action by contacting me at the number
or Email address provided.

Sincerely,

J Imer,
General Manager

\\OVSD-Archive1\My Documents\CUSTOMER SERVICE\NON PERMITTED SEWER CONNECTIONS\NOTICE of VIOLATIONS\033-0-190-175 30 La
Cumbra VANE Aug2021.doc



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWWw.ojaisan.org

SECTION 608. Activities Prohibited without a Permit

No Person may engage in the following activities without first obtaining a written
Permit from the District and paying all required fees and charges:

608.1 Constructing, installing, altering, repairing, opening,
uncovering, extending, connecting, or performing any type of work on
any system that discharges Wastewater into the District Sewer System.

608.2 Using any system, device, vehicle or other means for the
purpose of discharging wastewater into the District Sewer System.

608.3 Increasing the volume of discharge of Wastewater from
any Premises into the District Sewer System beyond the volume
authorized under an existing Permit.

608.4 Changing the nature or volume of the discharge of
Wastewater from any Premises into the District Sewer System beyond
the nature and volume of the discharge authorized for such Premises
under an existing Permit.

608.5 Discharging Wastewater to the District Sewer System or
performing any other act for which a District Permit is required without
such a Permit.

608.6 Connecting to the District Sewer System when Easements
or right-of-way necessary for the District to operate and maintain public facilities installed
in private property have not been granted to and accepted by the District as required in

Chapter Four, Section 408 of this Code. (Ord. 75, 2015)

608.7 Performing any other act for which a District permit is
required pursuant to this Code.

July 2021
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Exhibit I   
210623 New Invoice $12653.08 
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OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWW.0jaisan.org

June 23, 2021 INVOICE No. 82-30-2021

The Vane Family Trust RE: New Manufactured Home-
30 La Cumbra Street (1) Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Oak View, CA 93022 30B La Cumbra

Oak View, CA 93022
APN 033-0-190-175

Description Unit Price Total

Permit/Plan Check/Inspection Fees (1) Capacity Unit - ADU $ 475.00

Treatment Plant Capacity Fee $3,906.55

Trunk Sewer Line Capacity Fee $2,254.49

Local Sewer Service Capacity Fee $6,017.04

®© sf
NN

Total Balance due by July 23, 2021 $12,653.08

\\OVSD-Archive1\My Documents\CUSTOMER SERVICE\BILLING CHARGES - Letters etc\033-0-190-075 30 La Cumbra
OV VANE June21 INV .docx



30 La Cumbra OV
June 23, 2021
Page 2

*301.4 Application of Capacity Charges
b. ADUs Subject to Proportional Capacity Charges and Connection Fees.

An ADU is subjectto the District's Capacity Charges set forth herein if it does not meet the exempt
conditions in 301.4(b) above. If the ADU is subject to the District's connection fees, the District
shall impose a connection fee on the ADU proportional to the ADU’s burden on the District's
wastewater system. The ADU Connection Fee shall be calculated by counting the number of
drainage fixture units (DFUs) in the proposed ADU and dividing the number of counted DFUs in
the proposed ADU by the District's applicable Capacity Unit for a Single Dwelling Unit (25 DFUs)
and multiply this ratio by the District's current capacity charge and connection fee.

** Per email conversation with Laurie Johnson, you may also decide to finance these fees. Please
confirm which Term Option you are interested in and have the Contract signed and completed by
the July 31, 2021 due date.



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWWw.0ojaisan.org

June 23, 2021

The Vane Family Trust
Richard H. and Larisa V. Vane TTEES
30 La Cumbra Street
Oak View, CA 93022

RE: 033-0-190-175
New Manufactured Home-Dwelling Unit (ADU)
30 La Cumbra Street Oak View, CA 93022

Dear Property Owners,

Thank you for meeting with Travis Fisher, our Inspector, on May 24, 2021 for a fixture unit
count for the new ADU.

In accordance with the newly adopted Ordinance OVSD-82%, the fixture unit count has been uti-
lized to determine the current fees due for the ADU. They are as follows:

Application/Plans/Inspection Fees ................ $ 475.00
Treatment Plant Capacity Charges ............... $ 3,906.55
Trunk Sewer Capacity Charges ................... $ 2,254.49
Local Sewer Capacity Charges ...........cc.cc.... $ 6.017.04

Total Due ......cccvenueen. $12,653.08%**

All future sewer service billing for this dwelling unit-ADU will be added to the Property Tax
Billing Statement beginning on July 1, 2021, as we do with the Main Dwelling. Please make this
payment in full within 30 days, July 23, 2021.

Feel free to contact Laurie Johnson, our Customer Service Representative with any questions.
She can be reached at 805-646-5548 or Laurie.johnson @ojaisan.org.

Thank you,

Alis ung
Administrative Officer



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWW.0jaisan.org

June 23, 2021 INVOICE No. 82-30-2021

The Vane Family Trust RE: New Manufactured Home-
30 La Cumbra Street (1) Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Oak View, CA 93022 30B La Cumbra

Oak View, CA 93022
APN 033-0-190-175

Description Unit Price Total

Permit/Plan Check/Inspection Fees (1) Capacity Unit - ADU $ 475.00

Treatment Plant Capacity Fee $3,906.55

Trunk SewerLine Capacity Fee $2,254.49

Local Sewer Service Capacity Fee $6,017.04

sail — pAYMENT
PLEASE REMIT VV

Total Balance due by July 23, 2021 $12,653.08

\\OVSD-Archive1\My Documents\CUSTOMER SERVICE\BILLING CHARGES- Letters etc\033-0-190-075 30 La Cumbra
OV VANE June21 INV .docx
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210225 OVSD Repair Notice  
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OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 • FAX (805) 640-0842

www.ojaisan.org

0

Property Owner Name: Richard and Larisa Vane

Property Address: 30 La Cumbre Street Oak View, CA 93022

Mailing Address: same.

Dear Property Owner(s):

The purpose of this letter is to inform you, as the owner of the subject property located at
30 La Cumbre Street in Oak View, California, that your private sewer lateral is defi
cient, and must either be repaired or replaced.*

On February 24, 2021, the Ojai Valley Sanitary District (District) Inspector was able to in
spect and review the Private Sewer Lateral for the above referenced parcel and found
that your sewer lateral is deficient for the following reason(s):

• At 101, 97, 93, 92, 90, 86, 78 and 74 feet there are roots at the joints;
• At 62 feet the joint is cracked with roots;
• At 41, 29 and 4 feet there are roots at the joints.

District Code Chapter 4, Section 400-409 require private sewer laterals to be maintained
to established District standards. The following repairs are required to return your lateral
to proper working order:

• Repair or replace the above referenced areas.

The above listed repairs must be completed within 6 months, August 25, 2021.

PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL
DEFICIENCY NOTICE

REPAIR/REPLACEMENT REQUIRED

Date: February 25, 2021 APN: 033-0-190-075

.1



Febru&~r~i 25, 202
30 CL~ bre 0’!

District Code Chapter 4, Section 409.4.2 TITLE TRANSFER: Before completing a Title Transfer
associated with a Parcel which is served by the District Sewer System, a Compliance Certificate
or Conditional Compliance Certificate must be obtained by either the transferor or the transferee
(as negotiated between them), unless a Time Extension Certificate is obtained as provided in
subsection 409.8. After the Title Transfer is complete, the transferee becomes solely responsible
for obtaining the Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compliance Certificate. Where a Title
Transfer triggers the requirement for issuance of a Compliance Certificate or Conditional Compli
ance Certificate that requirement shall in no way impair the legality of the transfer of title in the un
derlying property transaction. This provision shall not be applicable to any Title Transfer whose
escrow was initiated prior to December 1, 2015.

If you have any questions please call Customer Service Representative Laurie Johnson,
at (805) 646-5548 or laurie.iohnson@ojaisan.org

Thank you,

OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT

*(Repair is a 5-year Certificate of Compliance; Replacement is a 10-year Certificate of
Compliance.)

Administrative Officer
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NICHOLAS L. D’AMICO    4500 Park Granada, Ste 202 
ATTORNEY AT LAW     Calabasas, CA 91302 

Tel. (747) 239-5230  
Fax (424) 256-3316 
E-mail: nicholas@nldamicolaw.com 

 
Page 1 of 1 

 

December 8, 2021 
 
 
Ojai Valley Sanitary District  
District Board of Directors c/o Alison Young, Clerk 
1072 Tico Road 
Ojai, CA 93023 
Via Email to: alison.young@ojaisan.org 
Via Fax to: (805) 640-0842 
 
Re: Notice of Appeal 
 Ojai Valley Sanitary District (“OVSD”) Notice of Violation (“NOV”) No. 
 2021-041 0; 30 La Cumbra Street, Oak View, CA 93022 (APN 033-0-1 90- 
 075); Appeal to the District Board of Directors 

Our Client: Richard Vane (“Appellant”)  
 
Dear Honorable Board of Directors: 
 
Please be advised that my law office now represents Richard Vane in regards to the above-referenced 
matter. Please direct any further communications regarding this matter to my attention at this office. 

By way of this letter, my client Mr. Vane hereby appeals the OVSD’s decision dated November 29, 
2021, in the above-referenced matter, and attached hereto for reference.  

The grounds for appeal include the following: 

1. The OVSD Ordinance Number OVSD-82 does not comply with Government Code § 
65852.2(h) 

2. The OVSD Ordinance Number OVSD-82 violates Government Code § 65852.2(f) 
3. The NOV issued to Mr. Vane violates Government Code §§ 65852.2(f). 

Appellant requests the following specific relief: 

• Rescission of the NOV No. 2021-041 
• Recalculation of utility connection fees for 30 La Cumbra Street in accordance with the 

California Department of Housing and Community Development’s interpretation of the State 
ADU Law (Gov. Code §§ 65852.2 and 65842.22) and other applicable laws and regulations 

Please send confirmation that my client’s appeal has been received by the City and please contact this 
office should you need any additional information in order to process my client’s appeal request. 
Thank you. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Nicholas L. D’Amico, Esq.   cc: Richard Vane   w/Enclosure(s) 

mailto:nicholas@nldamicolaw.com
mailto:alison.young@ojaisan.org
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OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

WWW.0jaisan.org

March 30, 2022

Via Certified, First-Class Mail, Return Receipt Requested

Richard Vane, Trustee
The Vane Family Trust
30 La Cumbra Street
Oak View, CA 93022

Subject: Notice of Determination; Appeal to the Board of Directors of Ojai Valley
Sanitary District (“OVSD") Notice of Violation (‘NOV") No. 2021-0410; 30
La Cumbra Street, Oak View, CA 93022 (APN 033-0-190-075); Richard
Vane (“Appellant”)

Dear Mr. Vane:

This letter constitutes the Notice of Determination of the OVSD Board of Directors
pursuant to OVSD Code of Regulations § 917.5 and OVSD Resolution No. 2013-10", §5
(Basis of Ruling) following the March 28, 2022, public hearing before the OVSD Board of
Directors on the above-referenced appeal.

Public Hearing Summary

At the duly noticed March 28, 2022, public hearing, the OVSD Board of Directors
held an administrative appeal hearing of your December 8, 2021, appeal of the OVSD
General Manager's November 22, 2021, decision to uphold the NOV issued to you for
failure to pay sanitary sewer connection and capacity fees for a standalone or free-stand-
ing Accessory Dwelling Unit (“ADU”) you constructed on the subject property. OVSD
Board of Directors was heard in accordance with OVSD Code of Regulations § 917.3 and
OVSD Resolution No. 2013-10, §3 (Conduct of Hearing).

Specifically, the OVSD GM briefly described the alleged violation and reviewed
OVSD Code of Regulation §301.4 and OVSD Ordinance No. 82 which formed the regula-
tory basis for the subject NOV. The OVSD GM also discussed the Board letter and at-
tached exhibits for this appeal hearing and Government Code §65852.2, subdivisions (e)

! Ojai Valley Sanitary District Administrative Hearing Procedures and Rules Governing Property Owner
“Requests For Reconsideration of Ruling on Notice of Violation” Pursuant to Chapter 10, Section 1008 of
the District Code of Regulations



and (f), which are most relevant to this matter. The Appellant's written testimony and
arguments in favor of its appeal were included in the Board letter and attachments.

Next, you and your legal representative, Nicolas D'Amico, were provided an op-
portunity to present oral and written testimony, argument, and evidence to support your
various grounds of appeal and your request to rescind the subject NOV. You were given
an opportunity to rebut any arguments or statements made by the OVSD General Man-
ager. You and Mr. D'Amico presented your case given these opportunities to do so. The
OVSD Board did not place any time limits on your appellate presentation, nor did they limit
your ability to respond to questions they had for you and Mr. D'Amico.

Both you and Mr. D'Amico as well as the OVSD General Manager were asked
questions by the members of the Board of Directors. Both you and Mr. D'Amico were
permitted to make final comments/arguments as was the OVSD General Manager before
the public hearing was closed and the Board of Directors began their deliberations.

Basis for Ruling

Having received and considered such written evidence and oral testimony at the
public hearing, the OVSD Board of Directors makes the following findings, affirmations,
and determinations:

1. Affirms the General Manager's November 29, 2021 ruling that the subject
NOV was justified on the basis of applicable OVSD Code of Regulation sec-
tion (§301.4), the facts presented and received, and the applicable state law
(Gov. Code §65852.2).

2. Does not find the Appellant's arguments or grounds for appeal valid or con-
trolling because they are based on an illogical reading and interpretation of
Government Code §65852.2(f)(5) that made no sense in light of the entire
code section on ADUs and the corresponding provisions in the OVSD Code
of Regulations, namely §301.4.\

3. Finds that Appellant's arguments against the assessment of OVSD sewer
system connection fees on his free-standing ADU lack factual and legal merit.

4. Affirms the accuracy of the drainage fixture count on the Appellant's ADU for
purposes of proportionality in sanitary sewer system fees charged.

5. Finds that the Appellant's ADU places a new and additional burden on the
OVSD sanitary sewer collection and treatment system while at the same time
receiving the benefit of such sanitary sewer services.

6. Finds that Appellant's free-standing ADU is noteligible for the exemption
from OVSD sewer system connection fees as set forth in OVSD Code of
Regulations section 301.4(b) and Government Code section 65852.2(f).

7. Affirms the General Manager's decision to enforce collection of all applicable
sanitary sewer capacity and service fees owed by the Appellant to OVSD as
outlined in the General Manager's ruling in the amount of $12,653.08.



8. Finds that Appellant is in arrears for the payment of OVSD connection fees in
the amount of $12,653.08 and are now due and payable within 60 calendar
days from the date ofthis letter (May 28, 2022).2

Notice of Decision

Based on the foregoing findings, affirmations, and determinations, the OVSD
Board of Directors voted 6 to 1 (Ulrich) in favor of Option 1 as stated in the March
28, 2022, Agenda Packet at page 89. More specifically, the Board adopted Op-
tion 1 to: “(a) affirm the General Manager's November 29, 2021 ruling that the
subject NOV was justified on the basis of applicable law and the facts; (b) affirm
the General Manager's decision to enforce collection of all applicable fees owed
by the property owners to pay to the District capacity and sewer service fees as
outlined in the General Manager's ruling in the amount of $12,653.08; and (c) au-
thorize General Manager to enforce the NOV and collection of overdue sewer
service fees.”

Further Notice

Appellant is hereby notified that the Board's ruling on this matter is final in ac-
cordance with OVSD Code of Regulations §917.3.7. And in accordance with
OVSD Code of Regulations §917.6.1, Appellant may seek judicial review of this
Board decision as set forth in California Code of Civil Procedure §1094.6.

On behalf of the OVSD Board of Directors,

SZlieStephen L. Quilici
Chairman, Board of Directors

CC: Nicolas D'Amico via certified mail return receipt

* The District offers several payment options for the balance due. Please contact the District to discuss the
options available if you wantto pursue this accommodation. Your payment option will need to be finalized,
including execution of any financing documents, if elected, no later than May 28, 2022.
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OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

Web Site: www.ojaisan.org
»"

February 1, 2021

Richard Vane
30 La Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

RE: New Construction of
to (1) Single Dwelling Unit-ADU
30 La Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

Dear Property Owner;

We are in receipt of your application for the above referenced project as of this date,
February 1, 2021.

Enclosed please find the requested Will Service Letter for Sewer Service availability
with the Ojai Valley Sanitary District, whose address is 1072 Tico Road, Ojai, Cali-
fornia 93023.

Please submit a copy of the approved plans from the County of Ventura/City of Ojai
for this project so that we may issue a Permit for the commencement of the con-
struction for the new dwelling unit-ADU. A Private Sewer Lateral Inspection will be
required for the parcel as well, which can be done prior to construction or during
construction. A flyer is included for your information.

Please feel free to contact Laurie Johnson, our Customer Service Representative, at
805-646-5548 or by email at Laurie.johnson @ojaisan.org .

Thank you,

)

ZONE 02 - Oak View
lison Y

Administrative Officer

\OVSD-Archivel\My Documents\CUSTOMER SER VICE\WillServeLette\ZONES 2 3 5-Unicorp Areas VENTURA
COUNTY\033-0-190-075 30 La Cumbre OV Need PlansPSL Feb2021.doc



OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
A Public Agency

1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-5548 « FAX (805) 640-0842

Web Site: www.ojaisan.org

February 1, 2021

Richard Vane
30 La Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

RE: New Construction of
to (1) Single Dwelling Unit-ADU
30 La.Cumbre Street
Oak View, CA 93022

WILL SERVE FOR SEWER SERVICE: APN 033-0-190-075

Ojai Valley Sanitary District, whose address is 1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023 hereafter
referred to as District, agrees with the County of Ventura/City of Ojai, hereafter referred to as
County/City as follows:

1. District represents to the County of Ventura/City of Ojai that the design and specifications for
installation of sewers are satisfactory.

2. District represents to the County of Ventura/City of Ojai that appropriate treatment plant ca-
pacity is available and has been reserved for the subject parcel.

3. Itis understood that the County of Ventura/City of Ojai will not consider approvalof the sub-
ject development without having first received the representations contained herein.

5. Itis understood that the private sewer system, three (3) feet from the buildings to the main
line connection, will be permitted and inspected by the Ojai Valley Sanitary District.

6. Upon receipt of approved plans from the County of Ventura/City of Ojai, please submit
a copyto the Ojai Valley Sanitary District for the issuance of a Permit to commence con-
struction.

The above representations are based on review of application submitted by the owner. Upon
completion of construction and inspection by the District, additional fees may be assessed if ac-
tual unit count is higher than indicated in the proposed plan.

ZONE 02 — Oak View

Administrative Officer

\\OVSD-Archive\My Documents\ CUSTOMER SERVICE\WillServeLettenZONES 2 3 5-Unicorp Areas VENTURA COUNTY\033-0-190-
075 30 La Cumbre OV Vane Feb2021.doc
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E:\Dropbox\AlienWare\Documents\The Vanes\Real Estate\ADU\2019 ADU\Permits\OVSD\Ojai Sanitary District APPLICATION.docx 

 OJAI VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT 
                                                       A Public Agency       www.ojaisan.org    

                                                       1072 Tico Road, Ojai, California 93023 
                                                    (805) 646-5548 • FAX (805) 640-0842 

 
APPLICATION FOR SEWER SERVICE        DATE: _______________ 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY               

  
Assessor’s Parcel Number: _______________________ Old APN: _______________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_______________________  Zip: __________ Nearest Cross Street: _________________ 
 
(Current Residential Use)  Number of *Single Dwelling Units at time of application:  ___________ 
 
(Current **Non-Residential Use)  Number of Fixture Units at time of application:  ______________ 
  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
PROJECT INFORMATION 

 
New Sewer Service: ______                 (please circle)  ADD or CHANGE existing Sewer Service. 
 
Repair Lateral:_____ Relocate Lateral:_______ Remodel:_______ Failed Septic:____________ 
 
Business Type(s) /Use(s): ________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ Estimated date of completion_____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
APPLICANT INFORMATION 

 
Company: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________ Ph: _______________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________ Cell: _______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
PROPERTY OWNER (if different from applicant) 
 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________ Ph: _______________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________ Cell: _______________________ 

http://www.ojaisan.org/


E:\Dropbox\AlienWare\Documents\The Vanes\Real Estate\ADU\2019 ADU\Permits\OVSD\Ojai Sanitary District APPLICATION.docx 

PROJECT INFORMATION & PLANS   Please complete a drawing, indicating all structures currently 
served and proposed to be served along with the location of all connections to the District’s sewer facili-
ties. In addition to this drawing, Applicant MUST provide to the District a site plan and/or plumbing plan of 
proposed project.  

Applicant hereby acknowledges that the District relies on the accuracy of Applicant’s statements, re-
sponses and representations furnished above, and that District is not obligated to verify the accuracy of 
those same statements, responses and representations. Notwithstanding the foregoing, District reserves 
the right to enter upon the subject property in accordance with District regulations for the purpose of in-
specting and approving any work related to sewer service provided by the District as a result of this ap-
plication.   Applicant hereby certifies that Applicant’s statements, responses and representations fur-
nished above are true and correct and accurately reflect, at the time of this application, Applicant’s 
knowledge regarding the present and proposed use of District services for the subject parcel.  District 
shall not be liable or responsible for issues relating to any misleading deceptive or false representations 
made by Applicant in this application. 

Owner/Applicant’s 

Signature:   _________________________________________ Date: __________________ 

 Please Print Name:   _______________________ 

Excerpts from District Code of Regulations Ordinance No. OVSD-64: 

*Single Dwelling Unit: A room or rooms connected together (whether or not constructed in compliance
with applicable governmental regulations) with all of the following: (a) an independent exterior access, (b) 
a Food Preparation Area, (c) a multi-purpose or bedroom area, and (d) a toilet. 

Food Preparation Area: An area containing plumbing fixtures, appliances, or devices commonly 
used for: (1) heating or cooking food; (2) refrigerating food; and (3) washing utensils used for din-
ing and food preparation and/or for washing and preparing food. Permanent removal of two of the 
three (2 of the 3) above-numbered elements is required to eliminate a Food Preparation Area.  

**Non-Residential: Use of a Parcel that does not include any habitation. 

**Upon completion of project additional fees may be assessed if actual unit count is higher than 
indicated in this application and the submitted site plan. 
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From: Bernd, Gerlinde@HCD <Gerlinde.Bernd@hcd.ca.gov>  
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 10:51 AM 
To: Laurie.Johnson@ojaisan.org 
Cc: jeff.palmer@ojaisan.org; West, Shannan@HCD <Shannan.West@hcd.ca.gov>; Holman, 
Jennifer@HCD <Jennifer.Holman@hcd.ca.gov>; Cross, Jay@HCD <Jay.Cross@hcd.ca.gov> 
Subject: Ojai Valley Sanitary District ADU Fees 
  

Dear Laurie Johnson, 
  
We understand from a letter directed to Kimberly McLin dated October 22, 2021, that you want 
to hear back from us regarding the following Appeal Hearing Determination Extension, issued 
by the Ojai Valley Sanitary District on October 18, 2021 : 
  
General Manager Appeal Hearing of Violation No.: 2021‐0421,  
Property Address: 307 E. Alison Street, Ojai, CA 93023,  
Assessor's Parcel No.: 021‐0‐113‐110, G 
  
HCD reached out numerous times over the last two weeks to Robert N. Kwong, Ojay Valley 
Sanitary District's attorney, requesting a meeting. To date, Mr. Kwong has not been amenable 
to our request. We will continue to reach out to him. Given this difficulty in scheduling a 
meeting with Mr. Kwong, in the meantime, you might want to reconsider your deadline of 
10/28/21 you set for our response.  
  
Regards,  

  

 

Gerlinde Bernd 

Housing & Community Development 

2020 W. El Camino Avenue, Suite 500 | Sacramento, CA 95833 

Phone: 916.263.5146 
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info@ovsd-82.com

From: OVSD-82 Conflicts <info@vane.us>
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2022 2:59 PM
To: info@ovsd-82.com
Subject: Contact From from OVSD-82.com

Name 

Max Ghenis 

 

Email 

mghenis@gmail.com 

 

Comment or Message 

Dear Ojai Valley Sanitary District Commissioners, 

Ventura County is experiencing an extreme housing shortage that threatens our 

affordability and environmental goals, as high housing costs push residents into 

poverty or long commutes. Accessory dwelling units can alleviate our housing crisis, 

and recent state laws protect property owners' ability to build them at a fair cost to 

governments. 

On behalf of Ventura County YIMBY, a grassroots advocacy organization working to 

end the housing crisis, I urge you to comply with state law and stop illegally charging 

connection/capacity fees. Our economy and environment depend on the rights of 

property owners to provide naturally affordable housing without undue burdens. 

Thank you, 

Max Ghenis 
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Founder and lead, Ventura County YIMBY 

https://vcyimby.org 

 

 

 

Sent from OVSD-82 Conflicts  
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	DATE: 2/1/2021
	Assessors Parcel Number: 033-0-190-075
	Old APN: 
	Address: 30 La Cumbra St
	City: Oak View
	Zip: 93022
	Nearest Cross Street: Encino
	Current Residential Use Number of Single Dwelling Units at time of application: 1
	Current NonResidential Use Number of Fixture Units at time of application: 
	PROJECT INFORMATION: 
	New Sewer Service: 
	Repair Lateral: 
	Relocate Lateral: 
	Remodel: XXX
	Failed Septic: 
	Business Types Uses: 
	Describe 1: 
	Describe 2: Obtain a building sewer line to proposed ADU from  existing sewer line.
	Describe 3: 
	Estimated date of completion: 3/31/2021
	APPLICANT INFORMATION: 
	Company: 
	Name: Richard Vane
	Mailing Address: 30 La Cumbra St.
	City State Zip: Oak View, CA  93012
	Ph: 
	Email: info@vane.us
	Cell: 805-300-3563
	PROPERTY OWNER if different from applicant: 
	Names: 
	Mailing Address_2: 
	City State Zip_2: 
	Ph_2: 
	Email_2: 
	Cell_2: 
	PROJECT INFORMATION  PLANS Please complete a drawing indicating all structures currently served and proposed to be served along with the location of all connections to the Districts sewer facili ties In addition to this drawing Applicant MUST provide to the District a site plan andor plumbing plan of proposed project: 
	Date: 2/1/2021
	Please Print Name: Richard Vane


